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Habib Sues Fed Govt For Damages 

FORMER Guantanamo Bay detainee Mamdouh Habib will start his legal battle for damages against the Federal 
government this week.

Mr Habib is claiming unlimited compensation for alleged assault and torture during his detention in Egypt and 
Guantanamo Bay in Cuba.

The High Court sitting in Sydney on Wednesday will hear submissions on a new venue for the case.

The case may be moved to either the NSW Supreme Court or the Federal Court.

Mr Habib's solicitor Peter Erman said no evidence would be presented this week but a claim and statement of 
particulars was filed in the High Court last December.

"This is our first date before a court," Mr Erman told AAP.

It is uncertain whether Mr Habib will attend court in person.

Mr Habib was detained at Guantanamo Bay by the US military for more than three years without any charges brought 
against him and without any trial.

He returned to Australia in January last year.

The Sydney father claims he was taken to Egypt and tortured between November 2001 and February 2002 before 
being moved to the Guantanamo Bay.

About 500 people accused of links to Afghanistan's ousted Taliban regime or the al Qaeda terror network are being 
held at Guantanamo Bay, including Australian David Hicks, who was captured wit the Taliban in Afghanistan in late 
2001.

The US government has been criticised for the treatment of its detainees, but has denied any abuse there.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=13563  SOURCE: The Australian

April 25, 2006

Azerbaijani Guantanamo Detainee To Be Handed Over To Azerbaijan Soon 

Azerbaijani detainee of Guantanamo detention camp Polad Sirajov is held in a rehabilitation center near Cuba. Elchin 
Behbudov, head of the Azerbaijan Committee Against Torture told APA that Polad Sirajov is expected to be handed 
over to Azerbaijan soon. 
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Behbudov also said Polad’s family is informed abut his condition by the International Committee of the Red Cross 
(ICRC). Sirajov’s mother Lutfiyya Sirajova refused to answer the questions of APA regarding his son. 

Azerbaijani citizen Polad Sabir Sirajov, who is detained in the Guantanamo detention camp in Cuba, and named as 
Masud in the list released by the Pentagon, was born in 1975. He entered Turkey’s Arciyaz University, faculty of 
economics and office studies in 1992. On graduating from the University in 1996, Sirajov worked as a translator for a 
Turkish building company in Moscow. 

The ICRC informed Sirajov’s family on January 30, 2002 that he was arrested together with Taliban members in 
Mazari-Sharif, Afghanistan./APA/ 

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=13581  SOURCE: En.apa.az

Saudi Facing US Tribunal, Defense Charges Torture

GUANTANAMO BAY, Cuba (Reuters) A Saudi charged with being part of an al Qaeda bomb-making cell was set to 
appear on Tuesday before a U.S. military tribunal in Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, on evidence that his military defense 
attorney says was obtained through torture.

Jabran Said bin al Qahtani, an electrical engineer captured at an al Qaeda safe house in Pakistan in March 2002, was 
trained by the militant network to make small hand-held remote detonators of a kind later used in improvised devices 
against U.S. forces in Afghanistan, the U.S. military says.

A military charge sheet says Qahtani wrote two instruction manuals on how to assemble circuit boards that could be 
used as timing devices for bombs and was preparing to join the fight against U.S. troops when Pakistani forces 
captured him and two alleged co-conspirators in the Pakistani city of Faisalabad.

The three men -- Qahtani, Algerian Sufyian Barhoumi and Saudi Ghassan Abdullah al Sharbi -- are scheduled to 
appear separately before the tribunal for pretrial hearings this week.

They are among only 10 out of 490 detainees in the Guantanamo Bay prison camp who have been charged with war 
crimes before the tribunals, known formally as commissions. All of those charged so far face life in prison if convicted.

Air Force Col. Moe Davis, chief prosecutor for the tribunals, said the military was developing charges in two dozen 
more cases against Guantanamo prisoners, including some that could draw the death penalty.

Qahtani is to make his first appearance before the tribunal on Tuesday for what his military attorney, Army Lt. Col. 
Bryan Broyles, said would be an uneventful proceeding.

But Broyles is preparing to challenge the case against his client under a Defense Department directive that formally 
instructs tribunals to prohibit the use of evidence found to result from torture.

"I believe there's torture-related evidence in the prosecution's case against my client," he told reporters without 
elaborating.

"It'll be a pretrial motion," Broyles added. "I have to take a specific piece of evidence and say, 'This statement I 
challenge because I believe it's a result of torture."'

Davis, the chief prosecutor, said a ruling on suspect evidence would be eligible for appeals ranging from special review 
boards to the U.S. Supreme Court.

"I would think that in those seven layers, there's pretty good protection," he said.

The tribunal system, set up by President George W. Bush in the aftermath of the September 11 attacks, is itself 
awaiting a key ruling from the Supreme Court that could determine whether military trials can go forward. A high 
court decision is expected in June.

But military officials have chosen to proceed in the meantime with procedural matters that do not strike at the 
underlying merits of each case.
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Military documents say Qahtani, a father of two in his late 20s, left Saudi Arabia for Afghanistan shortly after the 
September 11 attacks to fight U.S. forces and the Northern Alliance, an Afghan militia that helped U.S. forces oust the 
Taliban government.

After training in electronically controlled devices in March 2002, he was assigned by former al Qaeda operations 
director Abu Zubaydah to construct as many circuit boards as possible with the intent to ship them to Afghanistan to 
be used as timing devices in bombs, the military says. 

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=13578  SOURCE: Asharq Alawsat

Ex-Guantanamo French 'Face Trial' 

 Nizar Sassi was held for two years in Guantanamo Bay  

Six French former inmates of the US prison in Guantanamo Bay face terrorism charges in Paris, reports say. 

They are to stand trial in May charged with "associating with criminals in relation to a terrorist enterprise", according 
to the AFP news agency. 

Five of the six were released by the French authorities after their return from Cuba in July 2004 and March 2005. 

A seventh man who was held at the US prison was cleared of any suspected crimes when he was repatriated. 

AFP says the men to face trial are: Mourad Benchellali, Nizar Sassi, Brahim Yadel, Imad Achab Kanouni, Khaled Ben 
Mustapha and Redouane Khalid. 

Mr Benchellali and Mr Sassi are also expected to face charges of falsifying official documents. 

About 500 detainees remain imprisoned at the US facility in Cuba, suspected of links to al-Qaeda and the Taleban. 

Many of them have been held without charge and access to lawyers since the US-led invasion of Afghanistan in 2001. 

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=13577  SOURCE: BBC News

 

U.S. To Charge More Gitmo Bay Detainees 

By BEN FOX 

Associated Press Writer 

GUANTANAMO BAY NAVAL BASE, Cuba (AP) - The U.S. government plans to file charges against more detainees at 
Guantanamo Bay and will seek the death penalty in some cases, the top military prosecutor at the military base said 
Monday. 

Air Force Col. Morris Davis, chief prosecutor for the tribunals being held at this remote U.S. military base in 
southeastern Cuba, declined to disclose details about plans to charge about two dozen detainees in addition to the 10 
already charged. 

Pretrial hearings were scheduled this week for three of the 10 - and the lawyer for one of them said his client is 
threatening a boycott. 

The alleged al-Qaida militant was recently transferred to a higher security section of the Guantanamo Bay prison and 
will boycott his military trial unless his confinement conditions are eased, his lawyer said Monday. 
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Sufyian Barhoumi, an Algerian charged with plotting attacks against U.S. troops in Afghanistan, was moved last 
month from a communal living unit at Guantanamo Bay to the maximum security Camp Five, where he is allowed 
outside his cell for two hours a day and has no real communication with other detainees, said Army Capt. Wade 
Faulkner, his military lawyer. 

``He said that if he wasn't moved by today, he was going to become uncooperative,'' Faulkner said. 

Guantanamo Bay officials say detainees who have been formally charged are moved out of communal living for their 
own safety and there are no plans to change that policy. ``Detainee security and protection is of utmost concern,'' 
the military said in a statement. 

The U.S. holds about 490 detainees at Guantanamo Bay for alleged links to al-Qaida or the Taliban. The military has 
said it plans to transfer or release about 140 Guantanamo Bay detainees, but gave no time frame. 

Faulkner, who planned to challenge Barhoumi's transfer to Camp Five at a pretrial hearing Wednesday, said the 
harsher conditions were unjustified and undermined the ``fragile'' relationship between detainees and their appointed 
military lawyers. 

``Every little thing just chips away at the relationship,'' he said. ``We make progress. We get some trust built up and 
something happens ... It's one step forward two steps back.'' 

Davis said boycotts like the one threatened by Barhoumi would not derail the trials. ``The process is going to move 
forward,'' he said. 

Another detainee, Ali Hamza Ahmad Sulayman al-Bahlul, has refused to attend pretrial hearings at this U.S. military 
base because he has been denied a request to represent himself or be defended by a lawyer from his native Yemen. 

Prisoners in Camp Five are kept in one-man solid-wall cells and are allowed outside from 5 a.m. to 7 a.m., Faulkner 
said. In Camp Four, small groups of detainees live in dorm-like rooms clustered around an area where they can play 
group sports. The area is reserved for the most compliant prisoners or those who are soon to be released. 

Conditions at the prison vary depending on detainees' behavior and their perceived intelligence value. The largest 
number are in Camp One, where prisoners are kept in steel-mesh cells and can talk among themselves. Those who 
behave can graduate to Camp Four, the second largest. 

Pretrial hearings are also scheduled this week for Ghassan Abdullah al-Sharbi and Jabran Said bin al-Qahtani, both of 
Saudi Arabia. 

Al-Sharbi, an electrical engineering graduate from Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University in Prescott, Ariz., and al-
Qahtani are charged along with Barhoumi of one count each of conspiracy for allegedly plotting attacks against troops 
and civilians as members of al-Qaida. They face up to life in prison if convicted. 

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=13575  SOURCE: The Guardian

April 26, 2006

Habib Fast-Tracks Compo Case
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By Amy Coopes

FORMER Guantanamo Bay detainee Mamdouh Habib has claimed a small victory in fast-tracking his compensation 
case against the Federal Government.

Mr Habib was suing the Commonwealth for unlimited compensation over his imprisonment both in Egypt and at the 
US military base in Cuba.

He was claiming damages on a number of grounds including false imprisonment, complicity, wrongful detention and 
assault.

The Egyptian-born man was held by US authorities for more than three years as a suspected terrorist at Guantanamo 
Bay, before being released in January last year without charge.

His compensation claim went before the High Court in Sydney for the first time today. 

Commonwealth barrister Tom Howe argued for the case to be remitted to the New South Wales Supreme Court for 
hearing, saying it was substantially a personal injury torts claim.

"It really does come down to fairly conventional torts claims," Mr Howe said to the court.

"(Mr Habib) is expected to claim he occasioned both physical and psychiatric injury. (It) largely would be a personal 
injury claim."

The Supreme Court was equipped with "specialist practice and procedures" to deal with such matters, Mr Howe said.

However, Mr Habib's barrister Clive Evatt QC said that for the sake of expediting the hearing, the Federal Court was 
preferable.

"The Federal Court is streamlined in our opinion," Mr Evatt said.

"On the return date the judge is appointed who usually hears the action."

Justice William Gummow said the fact the alleged incidents took place outside Australian borders separated it from 
ordinary tort cases.

"I don't think there would be many like cases in this instance," Justice Gummow said.

He remitted it to the Federal Court for hearing on a date to be fixed.

Mr Habib opted not to sit in on the proceedings, instead waiting for his counsel outside the courtroom.

Flanked by his lawyers and wife Maha, he later said he was happy with the outcome.

"I am very happy. Whatever my lawyers do, I'm happy with," Mr Habib said.

"They work very hard in my case and we get results."

His lawyer Peter Erman claimed a small victory in avoiding the backlog of cases and greater procedural complexity of 
the NSW Supreme Court.

"The case will be heard much more quickly in the Federal Court and Mr Habib will have his day in court very soon," Mr 
Erman said outside court.

"We say that Mr Habib's case is unique in the law of Australia and it will be a pathfinder case for people in detention in 
(similar) circumstances." 

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=13614  SOURCE: The Advertiser
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7 Detainees Report Transfer To Nations That Use Torture 

By Farah Stockman, Globe Staff  

WASHINGTON -- At least seven US prisoners at Guantanamo Bay say they were transferred to countries known for 
torture prior to their arrival at the base, according to recently released transcripts from military commission hearings 
and other court documents.

At least three of them allege that they were tortured during interrogations in Jordan, Morocco, and Egypt.

The transcripts represent the first accounts of rendition from prisoners who are still in US custody, and they contradict 
statements made last year by the Bush administration that all suspects who are ''rendered" to foreign countries are 
treated in accordance with international laws.

In the statements, made during hearings to determine whether the detainees are enemy combatants, some say 
American forces took them to foreign prisons. Others don't specify who took them abroad, but most say the United 
States is holding them at Guantanamo based on confessions coerced by foreign interrogators.

Military prosecutors did not challenge the fact that they were sent to other countries, and limited their questioning to 
whether the detainees were, in fact, tortured, according to the transcripts.

As the Pentagon slowly begins to prosecute detainees for terrorism-related offenses, defense lawyers are arguing that 
those confessions should be thrown out. One of the seven detainees was abruptly released before being charged with 
terrorism, after his allegations of torture in an Egyptian prison became public.

Another of the seven detainees is on trial for conspiring to set off a nuclear ''dirty bomb" in the United States. But that 
defendant is arguing that the case against him is built on a confession coerced in Morocco.

''After four years of torture and rendition, you have the wrong person in the stand," Binyam Ahmad Muhammad, an 
Ethiopian detainee, told a military tribunal earlier this month.

Like most of the seven detainees, Muhammad says he was arrested in Pakistan, questioned by Americans, then 
transferred to a prison abroad, according to his lawyer, Clive Stafford Smith.

Muhammad told tribunal officials that his jailers in Morocco sliced him with a scalpel on his chest and genitals, Smith 
said.

In January 2004, Muhammad was sent to a US-run detention facility in Afghanistan and then transferred to 
Guantanamo, where he became one of 10 out of 480 detainees to be formally charged with crimes.

But Smith, his lawyer, argues that the entire case should be dismissed.

''There is no evidence against Binyam that I am aware of that is not evidence tortured out of him," Smith said.

Evidence obtained through torture is not admissible in US courts. But the military tribunal at Guantanamo Bay had no 
such prohibition until last month, when the rule was added just before a key Supreme Court decision on the issue. 
Even now, defense lawyers and human rights groups say the rules of evidence are so loose -- allowing secret evidence 
and anonymous witnesses -- that it is impossible to screen out evidence obtained illegally.

Still, allegations of torture led to the release of one of major suspect last year.

Mamdouh Habib, an Australian citizen accused of having prior knowledge of the Sept. 11 attacks, was on the verge of 
being formally charged before the military tribunal. But US officials abruptly set him free in Australia after his 
allegations of being tortured with a cattle prod in Egypt became public.

Habib's lawyer, Joseph Margulies, had described the alleged torture in a legal filing in a US federal court.

''They released him because they didn't want the particulars of his rendition to become the subject of inquiry by a 
federal district court," Margulies said.

6



John Sifton, a Human Rights Watch researcher who has been combing the newly released Guantanamo documents for 
new information on rendition and torture, said torturing terrorism suspects makes it difficult to try them later in court, 
and increases their chances of walking free.

Pentagon officials say the US government does not transfer prisoners to other countries for torture, but they do not 
challenge the detainees' assertions that they were sent abroad.

''US policy requires all detainees to be treated humanely," said Lieutenant Commander Chito Peppler, a Guantanamo 
spokesman. He also warned that Al Qaeda members are trained to make false allegations.

In preliminary hearings at Guantanamo Bay to determine whether the detainees are ''enemy combatants," tribunal 
officials closely questioned prisoners on their treatment in foreign prisons.

When Mohamedou Ould Slahi, a detainee from Mauritania, told tribunal officials that he was pressured into confessing 
to plans to attack the United States on New Year's Eve, 1999, during interrogations in Jordan, they asked him what 
kind of pressure was applied.

''We just want to make sure that you were not tortured or coerced into saying something that wasn't true," a tribunal 
official told him, according to the transcripts. ''No US authorities abused you in any way?"

''I am not willing to answer this question," Slahi replied.

Slahi told them he turned himself in to the Mauritanian government on Sept. 29, 2001, after he heard that US officials 
were looking for him, and he ended up spending eight months at a prison in Jordan.

''I was kidnapped," he said. ''They tried to squeeze information out of me."

A detainee identified as Jamal Mari told the tribunal a similar story about being captured in Pakistan and sent to 
Jordan, but asserted that he was not abused there. ''Some people simply kidnapped me while I was asleep," he said 
at the hearing. ''An American interrogator interrogated me. . . . They never told me where I was going. I found out 
later than I was in Jordan. . . . I was in a Jordan cell, but I wasn't mistreated or anything like that."

But Hassan bin Attash, a Yemeni who was 17 at the time of his arrest, reported that he was hung upside down, 
beaten on the soles of his feet, and threatened with electric shocks after he was sent to Jordan by US officials.

''He says that he told them whatever they wanted to hear," said his attorney, Robert Knowles. ''He just wanted it to 
stop."

Knowles said Attash was arrested in Pakistan in September 2002, and spent four days in a US-run detention center in 
Afghanistan before being sent to Jordan for 16 months. In January 2004, he was transferred back to a US prison in 
Afghanistan. In September 2004, he was sent to Guantanamo Bay.

A second Yemeni detainee, identified as Al-Shaqwi, was also sent to prison in Jordan, according to Smith, but little is 
known about his case.

The new transcripts, released over the past three months by the Pentagon, also solve the mystery of one of the most 
well-known cases of rendition.

Newspapers have speculated on the whereabouts of Muhammad Saad Iqbal al-Madni, the son of a Saudi diplomat, 
who was arrested in Indonesia in January 2002, and whisked away in an American private jet. Some reports 
speculated that he was dead.

But the transcripts show that he is alive at Guantanamo, after spending three months in Egypt, and nearly a year at a 
US facility in Afghanistan.

Charlie Savage of the Globe staff contributed to this report.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=13612  SOURCE: Boston Globe
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Ex-Guantanamo Prisoner Speaks at Aberystwyth

Former Guantanamo detainee Moazzam Begg will speak at this weekend's Social Forum Cymru in Aberystwyth, it has 
been announced.

Social Forum Cymru Ambassador Jill Evans MEP said that it was great news that he was to take part:

'I am delighted that Moazzam Begg will be in Aberystwyth over the weekend to contribute to the event. This builds on 
the Peace Festival connection when I shared a platform with his father Azmat Begg here two years ago.

'Many, many people will want to hear his account of the time he spent as a prisoner. As a review of his book said, 
'Moazzam Begg shows courage and restraint in his account of his time in Guantanamo'.'

Social Forum Cymru tales place in Aberystwyth from 28 April to 1 May. Details of Moazzam Begg's participation below.

Sunday 30th April, 1545 to 1715 in the Old College, Seddon room Individual talk by Moazzam, including Q&A, book 
sales and signing, introduced by Linda Rogers of Peace and Progress

Sunday 30th April, 1730 to 1930 in the Cinema, Arts Centre
Screening of Jo Wildingâs film followed by a panel discussion with Milan Rai, Tim Richards, Ray Davies and Moazzam

Monday 1st May, 11 am to 12pm book signing in Ottakers

See www.socialforumcymru.org.uk to check for changes to the programme

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=13604  SOURCE: Newswales.co.uk

Peru Petition to Close Guantanamo

Lima, Apr 25 (Prensa Latina) More than two thousand Peruvians signed a document demanding the closing of the 
prison and torture center the US illegally maintains in the Cuban eastern territory of Guantanamo.

A group of young Peruvians Tuesday handed in 2,077 signatures by economists, doctors, artists, engineers, and 
professors to Pastor Rodriguez, the counsellor minister of the Cuban embassy in Peru.

The text, written by members of the Revolutionary Socialist Party (PSR), demands the White House to close the prison 
and practice what it preaches on the human rights issue.

It similarly urges the US government to end its aggression on Iraq and calls on the international community to 
condemn that government for its deliberate human rights violations.

The Cuban official expressed thanks for the support and solidarity with the Island, and called the action a sign of 
friendship between the two countries.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=13602  SOURCE: Prensa Latina

ACLU to Provide Live Updates from Guantánamo Military Tribunals

NEW YORK -- As military commissions resume today at the Guantánamo Bay naval base, an American Civil Liberties 
Union attorney attending the hearings will post his observations to the ACLU’s blog at http://blog.aclu.org. 
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“The military commissions at Guantánamo are inconsistent with all recognized fair-trial standards under United States 
and international law,” said ACLU attorney Ben Wizner, who is observing the hearings this week. “The United States 
should be showing the world that it can give justice to Guantánamo detainees, not creating a biased and illegitimate 
system from whole cloth.  If the detainees at Guantánamo truly are the ‘worst of the worst,’ then we should be able to 
prosecute them without inventing new rules as we go along.”

The hearings resume today with the cases of three men who are charged with conspiring with al Qaeda to commit 
terrorism, attack civilians, murder, and destroy property. Sufyian Barhoumi, an Algerian national, and Saudi citizens 
Ghassan Abdullah al Sharbi and Jabran Said bin al Qahtani were arrested in Pakistan on March 28, 2002, and detained 
at Guantánamo for nearly four years before being charged with crimes by the Department of Defense.

Last week, the Pentagon released a previously secret list of 558 detainees held at Guantánamo Bay who come from 
41 different countries. The revelation has drawn sharp criticism from other nations that say their citizens are being 
held without charge. The British government is pressing for the release of its citizens, including Bisher al-Rawi, who 
has been held by the United States without charges for more than three years. 

On Friday, the Pentagon revealed that nearly 30 percent of the Guantánamo detainees – 141 men – have been 
cleared to leave the prison. However, the detainees remain at Guantánamo because the U.S. government has 
apparently been unable to arrange for their return to their home countries. The Pentagon has not released the names 
of these detainees.

Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld has also recently come under fire for allegations of abuse at the camp. A 
December 20, 2005 Army Inspector General’s report, disclosed by Salon.com, describes Rumsfeld as “personally 
involved” in the 2002 interrogation of Mohammad al-Qahtani, who was subjected to what Army investigators called 
“degrading and abusive” treatment.

For the ACLU blog, go to: http://blog.aclu.org
 
http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=13601  SOURCE: ACLU.org

Guantanamo Bay Conditions Have 'Improved': Red Cross

GENEVA (Reuters) - Detainees are enjoying better treatment at the U.S. prison camp at Guantanamo Bay, and the 
Red Cross is satisfied with its access to them, the humanitarian agency's chief said on Tuesday.

Jakob Kellenberger, president of the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), said detention conditions at 
Guantanamo had "improved considerably" over the past four years.

"There have also been improvements in the treatment of prisoners, but that does not mean that there are no longer 
any problems at all," he told the daily Tribune de Geneve in an interview.

The Pentagon last week released the names and nationalities of 558 terrorism suspects held at the U.S. naval base in 
Cuba.

Kellenberger said the ICRC, whose work is based on the principle of confidentiality, has known the identities of those 
held there since the beginning of 2002. It had been able to visit the detainees regularly under satisfactory conditions.

But he said the ICRC and Washington remained at odds over whether the detainees, which the United States calls 
"enemy combatants", are protected under the 1949 Geneva Convention on the rights of prisoners of war.

"On this issue, I don't see a possible agreement at this stage. But we are not abandoning our efforts," he said.

He called it "extremely regrettable" that intense media focus on Guantanamo seemed to distract from troubled sites in 
places like Chechnya and Myanmar, where the ICRC has suspended prison visits over disagreements with local 
authorities.
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ICRC officials visit more than 500,000 detainees worldwide each year. In 2005, Kellenberger said it sent staff to 
nearly 2,600 detention centers in 76 countries.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=13595  SOURCE: Reuters

Germany 'Hid' Information on Guantanamo Detainees

BRUSSELS - The German military has hidden information that Bosnian citizens currently being held in Guantanamo 
Bay are not terrorist suspects, a US lawyer told European lawmakers Tuesday. 

After questioning the families of six Bosnian citizens of Algerian origin detained in Guantanamo Bay since January 
2003, the German military did not make public its conclusions that that the men were victims of US secret service 
activities rather than terrorist suspects, US lawyer Stephen Oleskey told a European Parliament committee 
investigating alleged CIA activities in Europe. 

Oleskey said the military officers stationed in Bosnia in 2003 did not reveal their identity but pretended to 
be journalists. 

"The military knew that those men are no terror suspects," he said. "And that the officers disguised themselves as 
journalists when questioning the detainees families is a cruel irony of the nightmare in Guantanamo." 

Germany has therefore been complicit in transporting terror suspects to the US prison camp on Cuba, Oleskey told 
Euro MPs. 

DPA
 
http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=13594  SOURCE: Expatica.com

Pentagon Plan To Free 140 From Guantánamo

Ewen MacAskill in Washington

The Pentagon is planning a mass release at Guantánamo Bay, where almost 500 detainees are still being held as part 
of the "war on terror", it was announced yesterday. About a third - 141 - of the prisoners are to be freed after 
investigators determined that they can no longer be classified as enemy combatants.

The prisoners would be the largest group yet to be freed from the US naval base in Cuba that has been criticised by 
human rights campaigners and governments across the world.

Major Michael Shavers, a Pentagon spokesman, said: "A number of detainees who have been determined to be no 
longer enemy combatants are in the process of being transferred or released to their home countries."

The decision follows a year-long review after a ruling by the US supreme court. Of the roughly 350 who would be left, 
the US has charged only 10.

Colonel Morris Davis, chief prosecutor for the tribunals at Guantánamo, said on Monday that the US planned charge 
about two dozen other detainees and would seek the death penalty in some cases.

The first 20 prisoners arrived at Guantánamo in January 2002 shackled and masked, after being captured in 
Afghanistan. About 250 detainees have been released since the prison was opened.

A mass release would open the way for a series of law suits against the US for unlawful imprisonment. Tina Foster, 
attorney for the Centre for Constitutional Rights, which represents about 300 detainees, was sceptical about a mass 
release." I will believe it when I see it," she said. Ms Foster, who has visited former detainees in the Middle East, 
added: "My fear is that 141 will not be released to freedom but sent to either Afghanistan or another country where 
they may face indefinite detention or not face due process."
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But a Pentagon source said he expected almost all of those released to be given complete freedom because they were 
no longer deemed to pose a threat to US security.

He said the timing of the releases depended on the outcome of sensitive talks that are under way between the US 
state department and the prisoners' home countries. Campaigners against Guantánamo, claim that many of those 
arrested by American forces in Afghanistan and elsewhere were unfortunate bystanders rather than hardened al-Qaida 
fighters.

Pre-trial hearings are scheduled this week for three of the 10 detainees who have already been charged.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=13593  SOURCE: The Guardian

Guantanamo Detainee Rejects U.S. Defense Attorney

BY CAROL ROSENBERG
Knight Ridder Newspapers

GUANTANAMO BAY NAVAL BASE, Cuba - A Saudi Arabian captive accused of constructing triggers for car bombs used 
to attack U.S. troops in Afghanistan boycotted his war-crimes trial Tuesday, declaring that God will decide his fate.

Jabran al-Qahtani, in his 20s, became the third of 10 defendants to spurn his Pentagon defense attorney as part of an 
emerging trend by alleged al-Qaida militants to defy the authority of President Bush's military commissions.

"I don't want an attorney. I don't want a court," he blurted out, appearing unkempt in his beige prison camp uniform. 
His hair was long and scraggly. "I want either for you to kill me or God will rescue me - and you will regret 
everything."

Unlike other captives who sought to argue their own defense, the electrical engineering graduate from Riyadh's King 
Saud University left the court during a recess and refused to return.

Qahtani's chair sat empty as an Air Force prosecutor read charges linking him to al-Qaida and alleging that in March 
2002 he built circuit boards in Pakistan to trigger car bombs to blow up U.S. troops in Afghanistan.

His charge sheet alleges he was part of a broad al-Qaida conspiracy but with no explicit link to the Sept. 11, 2001, 
attacks. Rather, Qahtani allegedly went to Afghanistan afterward to fight the U.S. invasion to topple the Taliban and 
capture Osama bin Laden.

"A nation that is an enemy of God cannot be a leader," Qahtani told the presiding officer, Navy Capt. Daniel O'Toole, 
in a brief appearance, declaring the proceedings "nonsense."

He is the first Saudi citizen to come before the first U.S. war crimes tribunal since World War II, ordered by Bush after 
Sept. 11.

He refused to put on a headset on which he could listen to the proceedings in Arabic, and he sat with elbows on the 
defense table, displaying disinterest and tugging on the strands of an unruly beard. In response, O'Toole had the 
translation broadcast into the chamber.

Qahtani is among a trio of "enemy combatants" who were allegedly captured by Pakistani security forces in March 
2002 - at the same Faisalabad safe house as the alleged al-Qaida ringleader known as Abu Zubaydeh.

His charge sheet alleges that Abu Zubaydeh gave the three a $1,000 allowance and sent them shopping for electrical 
parts to make remote-control detonation devices.

Neither Qahtani, who is at Guantanamo, nor Abu Zubaydeh, who is being held at an undisclosed location, have been 
charged.

Instead, the Pentagon process has so far singled out captives characterized more as foot soldiers for the military 
commission system now being reviewed by the U.S. Supreme Court.
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Two other captives earlier spurned their U.S. military lawyers but asked to argue their own cases. Pentagon rules so 
far prohibit so-called pro-se representation.

On Thursday, a second Saudi, Ghassan al Sharbi, 27, will make his first trip to the commission building.

Sharbi, a 2000 electrical engineering graduate of Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University, has so far refused to speak 
with either his U.S. Navy attorney or a civilian lawyer suing for his freedom in federal court.

Several military lawyers have found themselves confronted with the ethical dilemma of whether to refuse to take part 
- reflecting the captives' wishes - or to offer a zealous defense, as the Pentagon mandates.

"We're all in a position where we're bushwhacking through a legal thicket where there is no path evident," said 
Vermont attorney Bob Rachlin, who was designated by Sharbi's father in Saudi Arabia to file a habeas corpus petition 
on his son's behalf.

In contrast, Qahtani has met privately more than a dozen times with his Pentagon attorney, Army Lt. Col. Bryan 
Broyles - before publicly rebuffing the proceedings.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=13592  SOURCE: Duluth Superior.com

April 27, 2006

Guantanamo Bay Prisoner 'Tried To Commit Suicide A Dozen Times' 

By Andrew Buncombe in Washington 

A prisoner at Guantanamo Bay, held without charge for more than four years, has tried to kill himself a dozen times in 
an attempt to escape the misery and isolation of his incarceration. On one occasion he tried to take his life during a 
visit by his lawyer. 

Jumah al-Dossari, 33, claims he has been repeatedly beaten and suffered intense psychological abuse during his years 
of incarceration at the US prison camp in Cuba. He says he has watched US guards abuse the Koran, that he has been 
sexually humiliated and regularly kept in isolation.

His 12 attempts to take his life - either by hanging, slitting his wrists or a combination of both - account for a third of 
all the suicide attempts by prisoners at Guantanamo Bay reported by the US authorities. The most recent was in 
March.

"The enormous horrors that my eyes have seen and continue to see, renew my anxiety and pain and my very being 
and feelings are shaken at the mere thought or flash of them in my memory," he wrote in a 20-page account given to 
his lawyer. "I have written these lines from behind the walls of the dreadful detention camps. I have written about my 
pain and my sadness. I do not know what will happen in the future and what fate has hidden for me, when the end 
will come or how it will be."

Mr Dossari's lawyer, Joshua Colangelo-Bryan, has seen his client a handful of times. During a visit on 15 October last 
year, Mr Dossari tried to kill himself. "During our interview he asked for a toilet break," he said. "When I came back 
[into the cell area] he was hanging there with his arm cut."

Though Mr Dossari has not been charged, the authorities accuse of him of being present during the battle of Tora Bora 
in late 2001, the operation to capture Osama Bin Laden.

He is also accused of fighting with Bosnians against Serbs in 1995 and fighting with the mujahedin against the 
Russians in Afghanistan in 1989. He denies the allegations. Mr Colangelo-Bryan said his client was in Afghanistan in 
2001 to oversee a mosque building project but that he was not present at Tora Bora.
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Mr Dossari, who has joint Bahraini-Saudi Arabian citizenship and previously lived in Indiana, claims he was wrapped in 
the US and Israeli flags during one interrogation session and that an interrogator urinated on his copy of the Koran.

"They have violated us deep in our hearts, our dignity and our humanity ... This is what those who brag about 
civilisation, peace and the law do," he wrote.

A delegation from the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) regularly visits all prisoners at Guantanamo 
Bay and pays special attention to those who have tried to commit suicide. The ICRC will not comment on individuals.

A spokesman for Joint Task Force Guantanamo said he could not comment on specific prisoners but said one detainee 
had tried to take his life on 11 March. Commander Robert Durand added that one prisoner accounted for 12 of the 39 
suicide attempts at the prison since 2002. "Detainees at Guantanamo are treated humanely, and will continue to 
receive excellent medical care," he said.

The authorities have refused requests to transfer Mr Dossari from the maximum security Camp Five area of 
Guantanamo. They claim he is able to communicate with other prisoners through the feeding tray hole in his cell door 
and receives "daily interaction" with prison staff. It even claims he can "interact with one or more interrogators in 
various ways, including eating Western food such as hamburger and pizza".

Mr Dossari's case has been highlighted by Amnesty International. 

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=13630  SOURCE: The Independent

Khadr Denied Judicial Review of Decision Keeping Canadian Evidence 

Canadian Press

TORONTO (CP) - A Federal Court judge has denied terror suspect Omar Khadr's request for a judicial review of a 
decision to keep evidence against him secret. 

Lawyers for Khadr, a Canadian citizen being held at the U.S. detention camp at Guantanamo Bay, asked Ottawa in 
November 2005 to disclose all materials related to his case. 

When no reply came, they turned to the courts and filed an application for a judicial review. 

Federal Court Justice Konrad von Finckenstein has rejected that application, saying Canadian authorities are under no 
obligation to disclose the material. 

Khadr, 19, was charged in connection with a deadly battle with coalition forces in Afghanistan in July 2002 when he 
was 15 years old that left him all but blind in one eye. 

His lawyers say that as a prisoner at the notorious prison camp in Cuba, he is the victim of constant interrogation and 
torture. 

They also say his case promises to set a dangerous precedent as the first hearing for war crimes allegedly committed 
by a juvenile. 

Khadr is one of only nine among some 500 detainees to be formally charged at the Guantanamo Bay naval base in 
eastern Cuba, a place Amnesty International has characterized as a Gulag of our times, reminiscent of Soviet 
concentration camps. 

The U.S. military says Khadr has admitted throwing a grenade that killed U.S. medic Christopher Speer and injured 
others fighting the war on terror in Afghanistan. 

Authorities also contend the youth attended an al-Qaida training camp in Kabul, planted landmines against U.S. forces 
in the mountains and conducted surveillance of American convoy movements. 
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Charged in November with murder, attempted murder, conspiracy and aiding the enemy, Khadr faces life in prison 
after U.S. authorities said they wouldn't seek the death penalty. 

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=13629  SOURCE: Canada.com

 

Judge Allows Detainee's Transfer to Harsher Prison 

The Guantanamo Bay terrorism suspect said the move had hurt his pretrial preparations.
By Carol J. Williams, Times Staff Writer

GUANTANAMO BAY NAVAL STATION, Cuba — A war crimes tribunal judge decided Wednesday against second-
guessing detention camp authorities in their decision to confine to maximum security and solitary confinement the 10 
terrorism suspects who have been charged.

Navy Capt. Daniel O'Toole rejected a request by the Army defense lawyer for accused bomb maker Sufyian Barhoumi 
that his handicapped client be returned to the communal detention camp where he had been living until four weeks 
ago in recognition of his good behavior.

 The defense lawyer, Capt. Wade Faulkner, had argued that the unexplained move of the 32-year-old Algerian to the 
harshest of the seven prison camps here had so upset Barhoumi that it undermined their lawyer-client relationship 
and had prevented them from preparing for trial.

Barhoumi's case offered the first witness testimony in the 4-year-old tribunal.

Barhoumi lost most of his left hand to a mine explosion in Afghanistan in 1999, and because of that has had trouble 
using the sink and toilet in his Camp 5 cell. He had previously been in Camp 4, along with other cooperative inmates. 
There are 490 detainees scattered across the archipelago of prisons at Guantanamo Bay.

"There is a huge difference between Camp 4 and Camp 5," Barhoumi told the tribunal, holding up his mangled left 
hand to show the scarred, blistered stump with only one finger.

He said the strong air-conditioning and limited time outdoors in Camp 5 had adversely affected his physical and 
psychological condition and had worsened the pain in his hand.

An official of the military joint task force that administers the prisons was the tribunal's first witness. Court rules 
prohibit him from being identified by anything other than "Colonel B." He said he was following Geneva Convention 
and Army regulations on the treatment of pretrial prisoners by holding them in closed, concrete cells at the maximum 
security Camp 5.

He conceded that Barhoumi and two other defendants moved at the same time might lament their lost freedom of 
movement and recreation time. But he said his first priority was to ensure that a detainee wasn't exposed to harm by 
himself or by other prisoners.

"The real baseline for my whole motivation in everything is running a peaceful, safe and secure camp," the colonel 
said. "I have to ensure his safety."

The Navy lieutenant prosecuting Barhoumi agreed it would be risky to leave pretrial detainees in the medium security 
camp where they might be vulnerable to prisoners who feared they would provide testimony detrimental to their own 
interests.

"You don't know that there's a threat to the detainees in Camp 4 until he's lying in a pool of blood," warned the 
prosecutor, who also cannot be identified.

Colonel B said that since he had taken command of the detention group he had expanded the time a compliant Camp 
5 inmate was allowed outdoors to exercise from 30 minutes to two hours. The 175 detainees housed at Camp 4 can 
play sports and commune with others for as much as 14 hours a day.

Barhoumi said he interpreted the move as punitive and an effort to discourage his cooperation.
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"Camp 5 is known for being a punishment place. Everybody knows that," said the tall, bearded defendant, who wore a 
wrinkled plaid shirt and blue pants.

"Don't you see why he might be upset and perceive it as punishment?" Faulkner asked Colonel B, who saw it as a 
possibility with some prisoners and not with others.

The prison official said moving Barhoumi and two others also previously at Camp 4 was part of his plan for 
consolidating Guantanamo Bay prisoners into three main camps. The wire-mesh pens used as cells at Camps 2 and 3 
are gradually being emptied. Two other sparsely populated camps, Echo and Iguana, are used for visits between 
lawyers and their clients and to house detainees pending their release.

One of the 10 charged detainees remains at a disciplinary unit at Camp 1.

Barhoumi showed no reaction to O'Toole's ruling, which found no evidence that the transfer was punitive or damaging 
to his relationship with his lawyer. U.S. courts traditionally accord "wide-ranging deference" to corrections authorities 
in determining how best to detain prisoners ahead of trial, O'Toole said.

The chief defense lawyer, Marine Col. Dwight Sullivan, criticized what he said was another example of the tribunal 
officers' "legal cherry-picking."

Sullivan, other defense lawyers and human rights watchdogs have said the court set up by the Bush administration to 
prosecute suspected Al Qaeda figures refuses to consistently accord detainees rights assured by any recognized legal 
system, such as the Geneva Convention, the U.S. Constitution or the Uniform Code of Military Justice.

Barhoumi was arrested with two Saudi detainees also appearing before the tribunal this week — as well as with senior 
Al Qaeda figure Abu Zubaydah — in a March 28, 2002, raid in Faisalabad, Pakistan.

Barhoumi, Jabran Said bin al Qahtani and Ghassan Abdullah al Sharbi have been charged with conspiracy to commit 
terrorism by plotting to build remote-controlled bombs to attack U.S. forces that had invaded Afghanistan in October 
2001.

Qahtani boycotted his initial hearing Tuesday after a brief appearance before O'Toole to condemn the United States as 
"the enemy of God" and to say he would rather be killed than cooperate.

Sharbi's first court hearing is set for today, but he is reportedly refusing to cooperate with his military attorney. 

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=13625  SOURCE: LA Times

Guantanamo Detainee Objects to Treatment 

By David Morgan

GUANTANAMO BAY U.S. NAVAL BASE, Cuba (Reuters) - An al Qaeda suspect who earned top privileges for good 
behavior in the U.S. prison camp at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, asked a military judge on Wednesday to overturn a camp 
rule that detainees who face trial be held in maximum security.

Sufyian Barhoumi, a 32-year-old Algerian charged with training two other al Qaeda militants to build remote 
detonators for car bombs, had been granted communal living, up to 14 hours a day outside his cell and family-style 
meals in an area reserved for detainees considered "highly compliant."

But weeks before his pretrial military tribunal hearing on Tuesday, Barhoumi was suddenly transferred without 
explanation to a maximum-security facility where prisoners spend 22 hours a day locked inside cement cells and have 
little contact with fellow detainees.

Court documents say he now seldom sees the sun and is allowed out of his cell only for two hours of exercise in a 5-
yard-by-10-yard (meters) recreation pen, often before sunrise.
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Barhoumi's military lawyer, Army Capt. Wade Faulkner, asked the tribunal's presiding officer, Navy Capt. Daniel 
O'Toole, to reverse the transfer, saying the treatment threatened to undermine the defense case.

"Don't you see why he might be upset and perceive it as punishment?" Faulkner asked as Barhoumi, a stocky bearded 
man who lost part of his left hand to a land mine in Afghanistan, looked on silently from the defense table.

A top prison official, identified as "Col. B," testified that Barhoumi's transfer was under a policy meant to protect 
detainees charged with war crimes from threats by other prisoners. The transfer would also reduce chances that 
Barhoumi and other detainees heading for trial would try to escape or commit suicide.

"The real baseline for my whole motivation in everything is running a peaceful, safe and secure camp," said Col. B, 
who originated the policy.

He acknowledged that Barhoumi, whose record shows more than 18 months of good behavior, had not been subjected 
to threats and had never tried to escape or harm himself. Nor have there been threats against others facing trial, he 
said.

Nine of the 10 Guantanamo detainees charged so far are being held in a cement building known as Camp Delta 5, 
which was modelled after a maximum-security federal penitentiary in Indiana. The 10th detainee remains in a 
separate high-security area.

The 10, out of a prison population of 490, could receive maximum sentences of life in prison if convicted of war 
crimes.

The tribunals were established by President Bush after the September 11 attacks. Their legality has been challenged 
before the Supreme Court, which is expected to rule in June.

Barhoumi and two alleged co-conspirators - Saudis Jabran Said bin al Qahtani and Ghassan Abdullah al Sharbi - have 
all had pretrial hearings scheduled for this week.

Qahtani boycotted his hearing on Tuesday and condemned the United States as an enemy of God. He said he would 
rather be killed than go to trial and warned court officials that they would "regret everything" if he escaped.

All three men were captured in March 2002 by Pakistani forces at an alleged al Qaeda safe house in Faisalabad, where 
U.S. military documents say Barhoumi trained Qahtani and Sharbi to make hand-held remote detonators of a kind 
later used against U.S. forces in Afghanistan.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=13624  SOURCE: Reuters

Clive Stafford Smith: All Locked Up With No Place To Go

The US has a problem: where is it going to release the Guantanamo Bay prisoners to? Regimes where 
they could be tortured and killed? 

Clive Stafford Smith

Reports have just surfaced of 141 pending releases from Guantanamo Bay, over a quarter of the prison population. 
This is further evidence of US resolution to close this iconic symbol of hypocrisy. These decisions were made months 
ago. The reasons for the delay between the decision and the news of the decision are interesting. The problem is 
simple: where can the US release these prisoners to?

The prisoners come from 40 countries, each with a regime on the sliding scale of repression. At one end is China, 
Uzebekistan, and Libya. The CIA flew four Libyan officials to Guantanamo on September 8, 2004. The 12 Libyan 
prisoners were duly "interviewed" for possible repatriation. One official told refugee Omar Deghayes, whose family live 
in Brighton: "I cannot do anything to you here, but when you return to Libya, I personally am going to kill you."

The US military has a dilemma of its own making. These men were abducted from countries where they were safe 
from the Gaddafi regime and taken to Guantanamo. Now, if they go back to Libya they will certainly be persecuted 
and probably die. However, the prospect of giving them asylum is unacceptable, since it would mean tarring Gaddafi 
as a despot, contrary to the boast made by Bush and Blair that the Libyan leopard has changed his spots in the wake 
of the Iraq war. 
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What to do with the 60 or 70 refugees who remain in Guantanamo? And how much harder is finding the solution now 
that Bush has falsely tarred them as the "worst of the worst" terrorists in the world? 

At the other end of the scale are the nations that are unwilling to play along with the US authorities' charade that the 
prisoners to be repatriated are desperately dangerous men who must be detained and investigated by their receiving 
countries. For instance, President Saleh of Yemen has announced that he cannot justify holding people without 
evidence. Without an agreement, the Yemenis stay in Guantanamo.

Months ago, UK resident and Jordanian refugee Jamil el Bannal was told that he had "won" his annual review, and 
would be going home. Two days later, he was told that the decision had been reversed. It is easy to guess why: the 
UK government is unwilling to take him, and there are fears that he will be tortured in Jordan. So Jamil continues to 
wait suspended in limbo in his Guantanamo cell, another casualty of fighting wars without laws. And his wife and five 
British children still don't know when they will see him again.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=13617  SOURCE: The Guardian

April 28, 2006

Bulgaria: Close Guantanamo Naval Base 

Havana, Apr 27 (Prensa Latina) Bulgaria's anti-fascist daily Zharava made a front page a call Wednesday to “End 
Hypocrisy in Human Rights”.

The Network of Networks in Defense of Humanity has been collecting signatures urging the closing of the US naval 
base in Guantanamo as well as other US torture centers.

So far over 9,000 Nobel Prizewinners, heads of state, artists, scientists, indigenous leaders, feminists, laymen and 
social organizations have signed. To join them, if you have not already done so, go to www.derechos-humanos.com. 

The document also calls to end the US and European Union complicity with CIA "rendition flights" carrying terrorism 
suspects, dissidents or opponent of US government policy.

It also calls for the EU to pay attention to denouncements from nationals that have suffered torture, interrogation and 
prison and have been denied access to legal counsel.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=13647  SOURCE: Prensa Latina

 

'Incirlik Base Used as Stop off for Prisoners Taken to Guantanamo' 

By Selcuk Gultasli, Brussels 

 Lawyer, Stephen Oleskey, representing six Algerians kidnapped from Bosnia by the US Central Intelligence Agency 
(CIA), claims that the aircraft carrying his clients landed at Incirlik Base on 19 January 2002.

Briefing the European Parliament’s temporary committee established to investigate CIA flights and secret detention 
centers in Europe on Tuesday, Oleskey told Zaman that the aircraft carrying his clients flew from Germany to Bosnia 
and then to Incirlik; his clients were then transferred on a 15-16 hour flight to Guantanamo together with 30 
prisoners from Afghanistan. 
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Oleskey, defending the CIA aircraft that landed at Turkey on January 19 set off with 36 passengers, said his clients 
stayed in Turkey for less than a day, where they underwent a medical examination and a short interrogation. 

Oleskey claims his clients were “kidnapped” and taken to Guantanamo simply because they are Muslims. He defended 
that Turkish soldiers assisted in this operation, but did not take part in any interrogations. They were definitely aware 
of what was going on, he added. “The Turkish government, initiating an investigation to clarify the details of this 
incident, serves as a model for other cooperating countries in the commission throughout Europe.” 

The Incirlik Base served as a “stop off” for other flights transporting abductees, Oleskey insisted. If Turkey handles 
the issue, his innocent clients could be released immediately. 

Oleskey recounted that German soldiers disguised as reporters met his clients’ wives in Bosnia and later wrote a 
report that concluded his clients were innocent, and said, “However this report has gone missing; unbelievable, but 
true.” 

Oleskey claimed French officials also played a part in the “kidnapping” of his clients and said NATO, in October 2001, 
took the decision to be more flexible about the flights with the purpose of facilitating the “kidnapping” operations. All 
NATO members are aware of these “kidnappings.” 

Individuals were kidnapped and transported to Guantanamo as “animals,” he said describing the process, emphasizing 
that courts in Bosnia twice ruled in favour of his six Algerian clients’ innocence. 

“The Americans threatened the Bosnian government saying; either give us these men or suffer the consequences. 
Then, we will pray, God help you,” quoted Oleskey. The Bosnian government came face to face with US threats and 
blackmailing. 

The American lawyer further said his own country is lying about the issue despite the rulings handed down by the 
Bosnian court and that they refuse to acknowledge the validity of the rulings. 

Oleskey called on the European institutions to help secure the immediate release of his six clients who have been 
detained at Guantanamo for 51 months. He said, “The United States had n fact supported those who were helping the 
Bosnians; however, all of a sudden, these people became their enemies.” 

Arrested in October 2001, five of Oleskey’s six Algerian clients are Bosnian citizens, while the other possesses 
permanent residency. 

Turkish origin German Deputy Cem Ozdemir, a member of the European Parliament’s temporary committee on CIA 
flights and secret detention centers in Europe, made a statement to Zaman and called on Turkish public prosecutors 
to do their duty and reveal how deeply Turkey was involved in this issue. 

Ozdemir emphasized that Turkey must not share in such appalling violations of human rights and highlighted the 
Italian public prosecutors investigation launched into the flights. 

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=13645  SOURCE: Zaman.com

Saudi Man Admits Enemy Role at Guantanamo Hearing 

By David Morgan

GUANTANAMO BAY U.S. NAVAL BASE, Cuba, April 27 (Reuters) - An al Qaeda suspect told a U.S. military tribunal on 
Thursday that he was proud of fighting against the United States and willing to spend the rest of his life in prison as a 
"matter of honour."

"I came here to tell you I did what I did and I'm willing to pay the price," said Ghassan Abdullah al Sharbi, 31, a U.S.-
educated Saudi who allegedly met al Qaeda leader Osama bin Laden at a training camp in Afghanistan months before 
the Sept. 11 attacks.

"Even if I spend hundreds of years in jail, that would be a matter of honour to me," he said.
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Sporting long dark hair and a flowing beard, Sharbi appeared at a pretrial tribunal hearing near the U.S. prison camp 
at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, as one of 10 detainees who face life imprisonment if convicted of war crimes. About 490 
detainees are held at Guantanamo.

The tribunal also held hearings this week for two alleged co-conspirators -- Algerian Sufyian Barhoumi and Saudi 
Jabran Said bin al Qahtani. The U.S. military says the three were part of an al Qaeda bomb-making cell.

"I fought the United States," Sharbi told the presiding officer, Navy Capt. Daniel O'Toole. "I'm going to make it short 
and easy for you guys: I'm proud of what I did."

Sharbi rejected the notion that he was "guilty" of wrongdoing and politely said he wanted to represent himself. He 
rejected his appointed military lawyer, Navy Lt. William Kuebler, and said he wanted neither a military replacement 
nor a civilian defender.

"It's the same circus, different clown," said Sharbi, a fluent English speaker who earned an electrical engineering 
degree at Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University in Arizona before leaving the United States for Afghanistan in 2000.

O'Toole tried to order Kuebler to remain Sharbi's lawyer. But Kuebler told the presiding officer that legal authorities in 
California had advised him it was unethical to represent an unwilling client.

O'Toole then cut short the proceedings and set a May 17 hearing to consider the ethics issue.

Qahtani's defense lawyer, Army Lt. Col. Bryan Broyles, whose client is boycotting the tribunals, said detainee remarks 
like Sharbi's were understandable under a tribunal system that rights advocates say has been stacked to deliver 
convictions.

"They're not making a mockery of the system, they're saying the system is a mockery of justice," Broyles told 
reporters.

The legality of the tribunals, which President George W. Bush created to try foreigners suspected of terrorism after the 
Sept. 11 attacks, has been challenged before the U.S. Supreme Court. A high court ruling is expected in June.

The chief prosecutor, Air Force Col. Moe Davis, said Sharbi, Qahtani, Barhoumi and others who face only conspiracy 
charges would have to begin the tribunal process anew if the Supreme Court ruled that conspiracy did not constitute a 
war crime.

Military documents allege that Sharbi was introduced to bin Laden in July 2001 at al Qaeda's al Farouq training camp 
in Afghanistan, where he underwent basic training, stood guard and kept watch for U.S. air strikes after the Sept. 11 
attacks.

He was moved by former al Qaeda operations director Abu Zubaydah to a safe house in Faisalabad, Pakistan, for 
training in the construction of electronic detonators later used in car bomb attacks on U.S. forces in Afghanistan, the 
military says.

Sharbi, Barhoumi, Qahtani and Zubaydah were captured there together in March 2002, military documents say. 

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=13641  SOURCE: Reuters

April 29, 2006

German Guantanamo Detainee Might be Freed Next Week

By AA, Berlin 

The German Focus magazine wrote Murat Kurnaz, who has been held as a terror suspect at US Guantanamo Bay 
prison camp in Cuba for almost four years, may be released next week.
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The news based on several diplomats in Washington reported that German and US officials held talks and the officials 
agreed on the conditions of release for the German-born Kurnaz. 

Concrete improvements were reportedly made in the third round of talks between Germany's Washington Ambassador 
Klaus Scharioth and US security consultant Stephen Hadley. 

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=13664  SOURCE: Zaman.com

 
 

Little Progress in Latest Gitmo Hearings 

By BEN FOX
The Associated Press

GUANTANAMO BAY NAVAL BASE, Cuba -- One defendant left during a recess and never came back. The next 
threatened to boycott his trial. A third suspected al-Qaida terrorist dismissed the U.S. military tribunals as a "circus" 
and said he had no interest in mounting a defense.

Pretrial hearings for three men captured in the Bush administration's war on terrorism bogged down in legal jousting 
this week, portending a troubled series of war crimes trials, scheduled to begin later this year at this U.S. military 
base in Cuba.

Little progress was made in clarifying legal issues during the hearings for the three defendants, who were arrested 
together in Pakistan and allegedly belonged to an al-Qaida cell. The defense, prosecution and judge, all U.S. military 
officers, duelled on how to provide fair trials in the hilltop tribunal building overlooking the Caribbean.

The chief military prosecutor, Air Force Col. Morris Davis, told reporters at the close of hearings Thursday that the 
tribunals made "baby steps" toward preparing for the upcoming trials, the first to be held by the United States since 
the World War II era. He blamed the slow progress on the defendants and their lawyers, who he said were raising 
legal challenges to delay justice.

"They are doing everything possible to drag their feet, delay and avoid having to face the facts," Davis said.

Army Lt. Col. Bryan Broyles, the court-appointed attorney for one defendant, countered that the defense was 
mounting a legitimate challenge to the tribunals, which lawyers and human rights groups say overwhelmingly favor 
the prosecution.

"If you're not going to receive a fair trial, you spend your time not going to trial, trying to get the system changed," 
said Broyles, who represents Jabran Said bin al-Qahtani, a Saudi who left the courtroom and did not return, saying his 
fate was in God's hands. "Everyone is seeking a more fair trial and the way to do that is attack the current system."

Broyles wants the tribunals to adopt the rules for courts-martial, which he believes are fair and well-established and 
provide a clear road map for how to proceed with the trials here.

Al-Qahtani and the two other defendants, Sufyian Barhoumi of Algeria and Ghassan al-Sharbi of Saudi Arabia, were 
captured in a March 2002 raid in Faisalabad, Pakistan.

They are charged with conspiracy as part of an alleged plot to attack U.S. troops in Afghanistan with remote-
controlled bombs. They face up to life in prison if convicted. They are among only 10 of the 490 detainees at 
Guantanamo who have been charged with war crimes.

Two of this week's hearings dealt with whether military defense lawyers are violating their code of ethics by 
representing defendants who want nothing to do with them. The issue remained unresolved.

Al-Sharbi said he wouldn't accept either a military or civilian court-appointed attorney.

"To me, it's the same circus, different clown," he said. The U.S.-educated engineer calmly told the judge he was proud 
to have fought the United States and that it would be "a matter of honour" to spend the rest of his life in prison.
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One of the few issues resolved this week was whether the judge, Navy Capt. Daniel O'Toole, should disqualify himself 
for bias. O'Toole ruled against disqualifying himself.

The fact that the judge could decide the issue shows the tribunals are weighted against the defendants, said Priti 
Patel, an attorney for New York-based Human Rights First.

Davis has insisted the defendants will receive full and fair trials.

Another issue resolved this week was whether Barhoumi could move out of the maximum security detention facility in 
Guantanamo Bay, where officials house those facing military tribunals, to a lower-security wing.

Barhoumi, an alleged explosives instructor, had threatened to boycott the proceedings if he wasn't moved. O'Toole 
ruled Barhoumi has to stay in the maximum security unit.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=13661  SOURCE: Washington Post

 

Guantanamo Bay Prisoners Plant Seeds of Hope in Secret Garden 

By Andrew Buncombe in Washington 

With their bare hands and the most basic of tools, prisoners at Guantanamo Bay have fashioned a secret garden 
where they have grown plants from seeds recovered from their meals. For some of the detainees - held without 
charge for more than four years and who the US say are now cleared for release - the garden apparently offers a 
diversion from the monotony and injustice of their imprisonment. 

Using water to soften soil baked hard by the Caribbean sun and then scratching away with plastic spoons, a handful of 
prisoners have reportedly produced sufficient earth to grow watermelon, peppers, garlic, cantaloupe and even a tiny 
lemon plant, no more than two inches high. 

The revelation of the garden has now been seized on by campaigners, seeking to close the prison camp in Cuba, who 
have urged supporters around the world to send them seeds which they will in turn seek to send to the prisoners. 
They have termed their campaign "Seed of Hope". 

The existence of the garden - apparently prohibited by the US military authorities - was revealed by the Boston-based 
lawyer Sabin Willett who was informed of it by one of his clients, Saddiq Ahmed Turkistani, held at Guantanamo Bay 
since 2002. 

Mr Willett said that, last year, the US military deemed Mr Turkistani was no longer an "enemy combatant" but that he 
remained in legal limbo because no country was prepared to take him. Mr Willett said lawyers had regularly pressed 
the authorities of Joint Task Force Guantanamo [JTFGTMO] about establishing a garden but that they had refused. 

Mr Willett told The Independent that he was explaining this to Mr Turkistani on a recent visit when he was told the 
prisoners already had a garden. " I could not believe it," he said. "I knew they had no tools. If you take in court 
papers you have to take the staples out. The look on his face as he told me how they had unscrewed the mop handles 
and used buckets of water [to build the garden] was something wonderful." 

Mr Turkistani said he and other prisoners held in part of the prison known as Camp Iguana softened the ground with 
water overnight and then used the spoons to dig. Every day they managed to loosen more soil until they had enough 
for a bed for planting. "We have lots of time here," he said. 

Gardening has long been associated with POW camps. At the Harperley POW Camp, in County Durham, built by the 
British for German and Italian prisoners during the Second World War, gardening was encouraged, along with 
educational classes and football. 

Mr Willett said that, when he put the request to JTFGTMO, he was told gardening was not permitted. "These people 
have been put in such a hellish situation and yet, somehow, they have found a way to create life, literally," he said. 
"They have had to take the seeds from their meals and then scratch at the soil in order to get that going." Mr Willett, 
who first wrote about the garden in The Washington Post, said he had not personally seen the prisoners' garden but 
had been told of it by three different detainees. 
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Mr Turkistani's plight is especially pitiful. An ethnic Uighur who was living in Afghanistan, he had been jailed by the 
Taliban for three years and then freed by the Washington-backed Northern Alliance in late 2001 before being 
transferred to US custody. Last year, Mr Turkistani, who was born and raised in Saudi Arabia, was cleared for release 
from Guantanamo Bay. His lawyers say he is guilty of no crime and should never had been seized by the US. He was 
accused by the Taliban of being involved in a plot to kill Osama bin Laden - an allegation he denies. 

But the future of Mr Turkistani and the eight other cleared prisoners - five Chinese Uighurs, a Russian, an Algerian and 
an Egyptian - who live in the less restrictive Camp Iguana, remains uncertain. He does not hold Saudi citizenship and 
the US does not want to send him to China because of the discrimination against Uighurs there. 

The UK-based campaign group Reprieve has urged people to send seeds. They have established a PO Box, details of 
which can be found on the group's website www.reprieve.org.uk. 

Reprieve's legal director, Clive Stafford Smith, said: "The massive might of the US military is intent on holding 
prisoners in an environment that is stripped of comfort, humanity, beauty and even law. Yet the prisoners held there 
have overcome this with a plastic spoon and a lemon seed. It is the beginning of the end of Guantanamo Bay." 

Spurred by the fact that only a handful of detainees have been charged, there have been repeated calls for the 
closure of Guantanamo Bay, which was established for prisoners captured in the so-called "war on terror" . A UN 
Human Rights Commission report published in February called for its immediate closure. 

JTFGTMO yesterday failed to respond to queries. Last year, a Pentagon spokesman said of Mr Turkistani's case: "The 
government is serious about finding a place for resettlement for the Uighurs and will continue diplomatic efforts to 
accomplish that goal." 

The Pentagon said this week that around 140 of the 500 prisoners held at Guantanamo had been reclassified and were 
no longer considered enemy combatants. 

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=13659  SOURCE: The Independent

Growing Evidence of British Governmental Involvement in the Rendition of 
Bisher Al Rawi and Jamil El Banna

Reprieve reports of growing evidence of British governmental involvement in the seizure and rendition of 
Bisher Al-Rawi and Jamil El-Banna, British residents “grabbed in The Gambia”, sent for torture in the 
“Dark Prison” in Kabul, and then taken to Guantanamo Bay 

The All Party Parliamentary Group (APPG) held a public hearing on 28 March 2006 to gather information. Various 
witnesses were called, including G. Brent Mickum (US lawyer for Mr. Al-Rawi and Mr. El-Banna); Gareth Peirce (UK 
lawyer for Mr. Al-Rawi and Mr. El-Banna); Wahab Al-Rawi, brother of Bisher Al-Rawi, who was arrested and detained 
in The Gambia with Bisher and Jamil; and Sabah El-Banna, wife of Jamil El-Banna.

New evidence has come to light concerning:

• Mr. Al-Rawi's work for British intelligence 
• British assurances that the men could safely go to The Gambia to set up a peanut processing plant, 
• telegrams that indicate direct British involvement in their seizure once they arrived 
• the identity of the CIA plane that was used to render them, 
• promises subsequently made (and betrayed) by the British intelligence services to Mr. Al-Rawi and Mr. El 

Banna 
• British involvement from the beginning

Bisher and Jamil were arrested in The Gambia on 8 November 2002. They had traveled there with another business 
partner named Abdullah to meet Bisher’s brother Wahab, and help him to set up a mobile peanut-processing plant. 

British authorities were well aware of the details of Bisher and Jamil’s business trip to The Gambia, and had assured 
them they were safe to travel. In unclassified statements to his lawyer, Jamil reports that in the last week of October 
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2002, around 10 days before he left the UK, two MI5 agents came to his house and told him that that they knew all 
about his planned trip. When Jamil asked them if this was okay, they told him it was, and good luck with it. 

Jamil’s wife, Sabah El-Banna, also remembers this and, if there were any doubt at all, the documents from MI5 reveal 
a reference to a visit by the security services to Jamil El-Banna at home, a few days before he left the first time round 
for The Gambia. This 31 October 2002, memo corroborates everything that Jamil has told U.S. military investigators 
in this respect, and this should have been provided to Mr. El-Banna’s attorneys three years ago in support of his 
challenge to his confinement. Not only did the two agents reassure Mr. El-Banna that he could travel safely with his 
documents, but they offered him a new life in an Islamic country if he cooperated with them. He replied that his wife 
and children were now settled in the UK, and he would rather remain here. 

On the afternoon of 1 November 2002, Bisher and Jamil first went to Gatwick airport. They didn’t get very far: as they 
were checking in, the men were detained on the grounds of a supposedly suspicious electronic device in Bisher’s hand 
luggage. 

Falsehoods and half-truths

That very day, a telegram sent from MI5 informed U.S. intelligence that Bisher and Jamil were detained at Gatwick 
under the Terrorism Act 2000. Most damaging in the 1 November 2002, telegram to the US was the suggestion that 
Bisher was an “Islamic extremist” (for which there is no evidence, and never has been any), and the fact that “[a] 
search of their baggage revealed some form of home-made electronic device. Preliminary inquiries including X-ray 
suggest that it may be a timing device or could possibly be used as some part of a car-based Improvised Electronic 
Devise (IED) (1 November 2002 telegram)

Bisher and Jamil were held briefly pending a hearing. 48 hours later, when the “suspicious device” was finally 
examined, it was no “IED”; it was determined by the police to be a battery charger available from Dixons, Argos, 
Maplins and any number of other standard electrical stores in the UK. The battery charger belonged to Bisher, and he 
also had a number of rechargeable batteries. In other words, it was a totally innocent incident blown out of all 
proportion. Bisher had offered this explanation immediately when he had been detained, as well as later in Paddington 
Green police station in London. British lawyer Gareth Peirce’s notes from the time record that the police had found the 
electrical item to be “an innocent device”, and at 5:22 pm on 4 November 2002 Bisher and Jamil were released. 

This central conclusion to the episode of the battery charger – that there was absolutely nothing suspicious about it - 
was communicated to other British authorities in an internal memo from MI5 to the British Foreign Office. (11 
November 2002 telegram) Sadly there is no evidence to suggest that this information was ever communicated to the 
U.S. to correct the earlier falsehood.

The battery charger incident would be comic if it were not still a critical reason for Bisher’s and Jamil’s detention in 
Guantanamo Bay. Despite the fact that the item was deemed entirely “innocent,” and they were released without 
charge, allegations concerning it appear in their CSRT’s (Combatant Status review Tribunals) as “evidence” that they 
are enemy combatants. 

Meanwhile Bisher and Jamil returned home on 4 November 2002, and arranged to fly out to Gambia four days later. 
During this period, unknown to them, a number of telegrams were sent to the Americans by MI5 about Bisher and 
Jamil, saying that they knew Abu Qatada, and that Jamil El-Banna was Abu Qatada’s financier. 

In truth, Bisher and Jamil did know Abu Qatada. However, it was rubbish to say that Jamil was any kind of financier 
(indeed the U.S. military has now got it totally muddled, and suggests that Bisher was the financier). Furthermore, 
the U.S. military has extrapolated the mere fact that Bisher and Jamil were friends with Abu Qatada (unsurprisingly, 
as all had previous links with Jordan), to the false assertion that Bisher and Jamil were somehow in an al Qaida “cell” 
in London. 

In contrast, Bisher had been helping MI5 effect Abu Qatada’s peaceful arrest, with the full knowledge of all the 
parties. Jamil El-Banna assisted this, and the British officers had thanked both men. 

On 8 November 2002, the day that Bisher and Jamil flew to The Gambia, a telegram was sent by MI5 to the 
Americans giving the exact spellings of their names at check in and giving their flight details, noting the delay in 
takeoff, and giving the estimated time of arrival. On that telegram it was written that “this communication should be 
read in light of earlier communications”. Further, the 8 November 2002 telegram lacked entirely the header included 
in earlier telegrams regarding the men, namely that the information “may not be used as the basis for overt, covert or 
executive action.” Instead, the 8 November 2202 telegram merely states: “This information has been communicated 
to the recipient government in confidence and shall not be released without the agreement of the British 
government.” 
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This time there would be no problems boarding the plane. Bisher, Jamil and British citizen Abdullah El Janoudi were 
met at Banjul airport by Bisher’s brother Wahab, who had flown out 8 days before the others. They were immediately 
detained upon arrival.

 

Arrest and Detention by the Gambians

After Jamil arrived in The Gambia, his wife Sabah heard nothing for 10 days to 2 weeks. At the airport, all four had 
been detained. They were taken to a house on the outskirts of Banul, and held together for a short period. Somehow, 
Abdullah managed to phone his wife and tell her what had happened. Bisher’s brother Numann went to see his MP 
Edward Davey, who contacted the Foreign Office. 

The arrests were noted by Amnesty International, who appealed to The Gambian Government, saying they were 
seriously concerned for the safety of Bisher Al-Rawi and Jamil El-Banna, and expressing concern that Jamil may not 
have had access to the medication he needs as a diabetic. 

Meanwhile, the men had been split up into two groups and moved to different locations. Wahab would never see his 
brother Bisher again, as Wahab was held first with Abdullah and then with Jamil. Over those following days the 
Americans were very much in evidence, but Bisher, Jamil, Wahab and Abdullah never once saw a British official. When 
they did ask to see British officials, both the Gambians and the Americans left them in no doubt that they were being 
detained at the request of British intelligence:

Wahab recalls: “I asked once more for a lawyer and to see the [British] High Commissioner. One of the CIA officers 
told me I should not ask for the assistance from the British. ‘Who do you think ordered your arrest?’ the CIA officer 
asked. He implied to me that it had clearly been the British who had wanted us all detained.”

Abdullah says: “The interrogations by the Americans took place every couple of days. * * * I told them the entire 
truth the whole time: we were there to set up a peanut oil factory and nothing more. Our trip to The Gambia had 
absolutely nothing to do with terrorism…When I was being interrogated alone by Mr. Lee and one of his colleagues, 
Mr. Lee told me that the British had “sold you out” to the Americans, indicating that the British had instigated our 
arrest.”

Jamil El-Banna remembers that when he would express anger towards the Americans, his interrogators would 
repeatedly tell him: 

“Why are you angry at America? It is your government, Britain and the MI5, who called the CIA and told them that 
you and Bisher [Al-Rawi] were in Gambia and to come and get you. Britain gave everything to us. Britain sold you out 
to the CIA.” 

When Bisher Al-Rawi demanded to see the British consular officials, both the Gambians and the Americans told him 
that the British were the ones who had asked for him to be detained.

The telegrams between the UK and the US provoke more questions than they answer

The telegrams prove beyond doubt that the UK was passing information to the US to facilitate the detention of the 
men in The Gambia. The UK told the US of the precise arrival time. The UK FCO denies that the UK knew that the men 
would be rendered. What did the UK suppose the US was going to do with them on sovereign Gambian soil? Surely it 
was obvious that they would be taken elsewhere, and the UK denials ring false. 

The telegrams reflect some remarkable assumptions on the part of the UK officials. A telegram dated 11 November 
2002, sent from MI5 to the Foreign Office, suggests that Bisher had come “to the attention of the police” because of 
his “enthusiasm for extreme sports”. In March 2001, for example, he and two other friends had climbed the M4 
flyover at Brentford. “He is also a qualified diver, a keen dinghy sailor and parachutist.” (Telegram of 11 November 
2002) Apparently, this information was meant to suggest that he was the kind of man who was equipped for 
dangerous pursuits, yet the notion that a secret terrorist was somehow practicing for his crime by publicly clambering 
over the Brentford flyover seems hard to accept. 

It is clear from the various telegrams that far more information has been shared with the U.S. Indeed, MI5 does not 
customarily conduct its work with U.S. intelligence by telegram. Various of the telegrams refer to other 
communications (e.g., “Further to our telephone conversation”; “our telephone call today”; “we have spoken at length 
about this operation”; “we will forward further relevant information in due course”). It is clear from the context of the 
telegrams that at least some of them provide a carefully edited version of evidence (e.g., the telegram to the U.S. 
government: “The following form of words can be passed to the Gambian liaison”). 
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The circumstantial evidence strongly suggests that the U.K. shared far more information with the U.S. For example, it 
appears from its face that the 11 November 2002, was an internal U.K. telegram, yet this information has clearly 
made it across the Atlantic to Guantanamo Bay. The U.S. military has been sporting the theory that the peanut 
processing plant was a front for terrorist activities, the clear implication that would be drawn from the telegram: 
“Secret and reliable reporting has indicated that Wahab was taking the lead in plans for setting up the peanut oil 
factory.” (Telegram of 11 November 2002) Yet this was absolutely false. As counsel for Bisher Al-Rawi has made 
patently clear, there is plenty of documentation concerning the legitimate nature of the project. Bisher was only going 
to be there to help his brother for a month, and the idea that he was actually coming into the country with various 
peanut crushing machines to set up a terrorist training camp is fantastical. 

Thus, the important question remains: What was said in these communications that have not been disclosed?

Wahab comes home, Bisher and Jamil are rendered to the Dark Prison

There was no real news for the families in Britain until Wahab arrived back on 5 December 2002, after 27 days. Before 
he left, Wahab had been shown a letter from Bisher – a letter Bisher has subsequently told his lawyer that he was 
forced to write by his CIA interrogators - saying that everything was going to be alright, and that he (Bisher) was 
going to co-operate with the Americans. 

Everything was not alright. On a Sunday early in December, 2 or 3 days after Eid al Fitr (which was on 6 December 
that year), Bisher and Jamil were rendered to the Dark Prison in Kabul. It was very late at night, after midnight. In 
unclassified statements, both Bisher and Jamil recall that the plane was a military jet, large enough for you to stand 
up straight. There were more than 40 seats on it. It seemed to be camouflaged. There were at least 7 or 8 U.S. 
personnel on the flight. One was a female medical doctor. There were at least two women. The men were big people 
in black balaclavas. The plane stopped to refuel roughly four hours into the flight, and then flew roughly the same 
distance again. 
Bisher recounts that he was dressed in nappies (diapers), hooded, ear muffs placed on his head, his legs shackled, 
and his arms shackled behind his back. Bisher was placed on a stretcher, shackled, and Jamil El-Banna was on the 
floor. Jamil asked for water, but this was refused. Bisher was in great pain because of the cuffs on his wrists being too 
tight. He was desperate to use the toilet, but asked three times and received no response. He tried to hold it. When 
they stopped briefly, he thought he would get some relief but did not. He later learned that they had put nappies on 
him for this reason. 

“This was the hardest moment in my life,” Bisher said. “You could hear them eating and drinking. There was a snap of 
a soda can. There was a door that would open and close to another section of the aircraft.” 
They arrived in Kabul in the morning. It was a short, bumpy drive of less than 15 minutes to the Dark Prison. 

 

The Dark Prison

Bisher described his arrival at the Dark Prison: “They picked us up like sacks. They dragged me, and threw me onto 
the floor. I expected a beating. It was a cell, but I did not know this at the time. There was a terrible noise, a drone 
like some kind of music, with sounds mixed in. It was indistinct, something sort of satanic worship music. It was very 
cold.” 

“I did not move. I did not want to provoke them. I desperately wanted the toilet. I moved a little thinking that 
perhaps with a small movement they would not kick me. Nothing. I worked the nappy down, and wriggled to the edge 
of the room. I peed. It seemed to go on for ages.” 

“They came back in. They moved the cuffs to the front. They came in a second time. They took the hood off, and the 
ear muffs. Then the handcuffs. They left the feet always shackled.”

“It was totally dark. I could see nothing. They used a very dim torch when they came in.”

“I could touch both sides of the cell. It was a bit longer than it was wide. It was horribly cold. I huddled to myself for 
the first few days. Then I began to creep about. I started trying to pace up and down the cell. I could see nothing. 
‘Wow, Bisher,’ I said to myself, ‘It’s really not that small.’ Then I walked into the wall.”

Later, there was a bucket in the room. He had a water bottle. He was passed things through one of two small hatches. 
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Food was rare, sometimes once a day, sometimes once every second day. It was generally bread or rice, but Bisher 
could not actually see what he was eating. “I would feel through it to check for any crawling beast. It was all dirty, 
and I was all dirty.” 

Bisher would divide the food into two. He would put some under the mat in the cell, saving a little for later. 

“One time they gave me a pill. I thought to myself, maybe they are going to use this to kill me. But I took it anyway.”

The smell was not too bad as it was to very cold. “Constipation was a marvellous thing in the Dark Prison. I would 
need two days’ preparation to use the bucket for a toilet. There was no way to wash. You wash, you don’t drink. There 
was no top on the bottle, and I knocked it over one time.

I was desperate. I learned to move my hands very, very slowly in the dark. When it came to the bucket, you would 
have to practice how you could use it. I tore up one of my nappies and kept the other spare, hidden in the hatch at 
the top of the cell, just in case, you never know. The bucket was about a foot high, ten inches in diameter.” 

Bisher had a thin blanket to sleep on. Jamil El-Banna had nothing. Bisher was never allowed to shower or bathe while 
he was at the Dark Prison. He was never interrogated there. He was just left. All day and night – whatever those 
meant in the darkness – there was noise. Loud noise. Every now and then there would be a short break when they 
changed a tape, or whatever they were doing. He would hear people talk in Pashtu then, and once he heard Jamil El-
Banna call. But Bisher never spoke, as he did not want to provoke the guards. “I stayed quiet. I did not want trouble.” 

Bisher wondered whether this was an old Russian prison. Across the ceiling of the room was a steel bar. “I was glad I 
was not hanging from it.” 
Bisher tied the shackles with a pair of socks so that he could move without noise. To begin with he did not move 
much, as he would get disorientated if he did. Then he began trying to get up on the bar. He began to do pull ups on 
the iron beam, which was about seven feet off the ground. He pulled himself up, and found that there was a barred 
opening for air up there. The roof was another four feet or so above the bar. 

“I tried to get the shackles off. The hatch in the ceiling had a wire mesh, and I got some. I wriggled it inside the 
shackles, like you see in the movies. But then I lost my nerve. I worried that some wire would get stuck in the 
shackles, and they would see and I’d be beaten up.”

In unclassified statements, Jamil El-Banna says that he spent 2 weeks in the Dark Prison. Whilst there he was 
punched, dragged along the floor and kicked. The cell was seemingly underground and it was very cold for Jamil as he 
was held only in shorts and a t-shirt, with no blanket. He was held in leg shackles 24 hours per day, and was shackled 
at the wrists for the first 3 days. There was no access to a bathroom, only a drum in the corner of the cell. 24 hours 
per day there was a cacophonous noise so that it was impossible to sleep. 

Transfer to Bagram Airforce Base

Bisher and Jamil were transferred to Bagram by helicopter.

Two Americans came with some Afghanis, and cuffed Bisher’s hands behind him. The cuffs were plastic and sharp. 
They put a hood on him, and threw him in a vehicle. He was lying on his side, and Jamil El-Banna was there – they 
could feel each other’s hands. 

Jamil groaned, as he was punched. Then it was Bisher’s turn, as he was hit in the eye. “I saw starts. Ironically, that 
was about the first thing I had seen for a while. My eye was bad, it gave them concern at Bagram.” Somewhere the 
U.S. has a photograph of him with a badly injured eye, as they showed it to Ali (ISN 1001). They piled half a dozen 
more people on top of Bisher and Jamil. It was hard to breathe. (From Bisher ARB Submission)

This is corroborated by Jamil who told his lawyer that when he was taken out of the Dark Prison he was taken to a 
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helicopter. Bisher Al-Rawi was there and he was punched in the eye. Jamil himself was repeatedly punched in the 
stomach by US troops. (05.06.09UnclassAlbanna)

Bisher recounts that when the helicopter took off. “I thought I was going to be thrown out.” But they got to Bagram, 
where they were dragged along, until Bisher’s feet bled. The plastic cuffs were very tight and Bisher lost feeling, his 
wrists were numb for seven or eight months.

Bagram Airforce Base

On 23 January 2003, Edward Davey wrote urgently again to Baroness Amos. He had been contacted by Bisher’s 
family, who had just been informed by the Red Cross that Bisher “and the colleague with him”, had been transferred 
to Bagram airfield in Afghanistan. Mr. Davey wrote, “assuming the British government is not responsible for his 
detention, please could it be ascertained who is?” 

In Bagram, they were imprisoned and tortured for another two months. They were beaten, starved, and sleep 
deprived. What is particularly noteworthy is the fact that the only information the interrogators were interested in was 
information about Abu Qatada. Over the years, CIA and military interrogators have repeatedly attempted to suborn 
testimony from both men, linking Abu Qatada to al Qaida. Mr. El-Banna has repeatedly refused offers of freedom, 
money, and passports in exchange for false testimony.

Jamil El-Banna says that at Bagram: “I was interrogated by the Americans almost exclusively about Abu Qatada. They 
wanted me to say that Abu Qatada was linked to Al-Quaida, and that he was linked to some bombing in Jordan. I 
repeatedly said I knew no such thing. They offered me $5m to say this, and gave me 2 days to think about it.” 
[Unclassified El-Banna 19/06/05 at 002]

“Then they came back and told me I could be a ‘secret witness,’ and told me what they wanted me to say about Abu 
Qatada,” Jamil continues. “This time they offered me $10m and a U.S. passport, and said that if I did not co-operate, 
not only would I continue to be held, but my wife would never get a British passport either. They gave me another 2 
days and told me to think about it. Before they even left that time though, I said, if you give me $100 million, I will 
not bear false witness against Abu Qatada or anyone else.”

“Then the interrogator came back with 2 others, and said: ‘I am going to London. You know why? I am going to FUCK 
your wife! Your wife is going to be my BITCH! Maybe you’ll never see your children again,’” Jamil recalls. “I was very 
upset about this. I have five children, and I have never even laid eyes on my youngest, as I have been locked up in 
the United States all that time. I am afraid I spat at him. I was very angry. He slapped me. So I spat at him. He 
slapped me some more. He was a big guy. There was blood running down my mouth. By this time I was so angry, 
there were tears of anger running down my face.”

“After about 5 minutes of this beating, the interrogator told me I would have 2 weeks to think about being a witness, 
and then he would come back. If not, I would get the Dark Prison again, perhaps for a year. Then I would get 5 or 10 
years in Cuba. ‘In 10 years you will have no family. Your wife will be a bitch, your children will be into drugs.’ But 
actually 2 weeks later they just took me to Cuba.” 

It was sometime during this period that Sabah El-Banna received a letter through the Red Cross from Jamil, saying “I 
am in Afghanistan…I don’t know what the next station will be.” 

 

And finally…Guantanamo Bay

Two or three months later, Mrs. El-Banna received a letter from her husband saying “I am now in Guantanamo”.

Ultimately, both Bisher and Jamil were transported to Guantanamo. They were forced to wear darkened goggles, face-
masks and earphones, chained at the ankles, handcuffed behind their backs with thin plastic that caused incredible 
pain, and, in some cases, lasting damage, starving and sick prisoners who had been deprived of sleep were forced to 
maintain a sitting position, legs forward and chained without moving for nearly 24 hours. 

If they moved they were beaten, kicked, hit with blunt objects. During the first month at Guantanamo in which both 
were kept in strict solitary confinement, Bisher and Jamil were interrogated six hours per day and kept in the 
interrogation room for 14 hours per day, sometimes in freezing temperatures to induce hypothermia. In some cases 
they were short-shackled, hands behind heels, for the entire time.
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Visits by British Agents

Bisher Al-Rawi has met with MI5 agents on numerous occasions in Guantanamo Bay, and he has met perhaps 10 
different CIA agents. One agent who went by the name “Elizabeth” told him: “Don’t think that leaving here will come 
without a price.” Bisher said: “She asked me whether I would work with them, and I said no. [She] suggested, ‘How 
about working with MI5?"

He first met an MI5 agent in the early autumn of 2003, fully shackled. After some perfunctory questions and answers 
that confirmed his work with MI5, the agent said he knew Bisher, but Bisher did not know him. This person was 
apparently with the British detail who had worked with Bisher previously, but whom Bisher had not ever met. The man 
offered him an oblique, belated apology: “Sorry about all this”, and asked Bisher where he would like to go when he 
leaves Guantanamo. Bisher replied “Buy me a ticket to the moon”. 

During that period, Jamil was in the cell next to Bisher, and he was also taken to interrogation with this man. When 
Jamil returned to his cell, he told Bisher that the interrogator had asked him where he would like to go when he leaves 
Guantanamo and he (Jamil) had replied “to the moon,” and that the interrogator had looked at him strangely when he 
said that. Bisher laughed, and told Jamil it was probably because he (Bisher) had just said the same thing. 

In January 2004, two British agents calling themselves “Martin” and “Matthew” came to see Bisher on two consecutive 
days. They asked Bisher if he would work with the MI5 any more when he got out. Bisher said he would, if what he 
was asked to do would help bring about peace. They seemed happy with this response, and said it would take them 
between one month and six months to get Bisher home to Britain. 

Several months later, also in 2004, Alex, the MI5 agent with whom Bisher worked in London, came to visit Bisher in 
Guantanamo with a pretty female MI5 agent. Among other things, Bisher told Alex the Americans wanted him to work 
for US intelligence. Bisher has only seen Alex once in Guantanamo. According to what Bisher was told by Matt and 
Alex, “Martin was the ranking individual.” (CSRT at 23) The CIA clearly knew all about Bisher’s involvement with the 
MI5 before Bisher’s CSRT process. Yet when it came time to discuss this at his CSRT, Bisher was able to find nobody 
willing to tell the truth.

Former Guantanamo interrogators report that all prisoner interviews with foreign intelligence officials are videotaped. 
The trial judge in charge of both men’s cases granted them motion to preserve that specific evidence along with 
copious other evidence we have managed to identify. 

At the tribunal, Bisher testified under oath about his relationship with MI5 and his role as a liaison between MI5 and 
Abu Qatada. He informed the tribunal that MI5 had expressly approved of his role: “During a meeting with British 
Intelligence, I had asked if it was OK for me to continue to have a relationship with Abu Qatada. They assured me it 
was.” 

Bisher requested that the MI5 agents Alex, Matt, and Martin appear before the tribunal to confirm his work with MI5 
and Abu Qatada. Very much out of character, the tribunal president recognised the obvious importance of such 
testimony and “determined that these three witnesses were relevant”. He instructed the military prosecutor to make 
inquiries and to determine whether the British Government would make the witnesses available. The British 
Government not only refused to allow the witnesses to appear, it refused to confirm the accuracy of Bisher’s account, 
thereby ensuring both men’s fate and consigning them to indefinite imprisonment. 

“Assuming I lied about MI5, why approximately one year ago did a young man from MI5 come and talk to me? He 
asked me a few questions about a few people here in GTMO. He asked me if I were released, where would I like to 
go?” 

What now?

Despite repeated requests to help the men, for three years the British government consistently refused to do so, on 
the basis that they are not British citizens. In the face of High Court litigation, the government last week agreed to 
intercede on Bisher’s behalf, effectively conceding that he had been assisting British intelligence. Clive Stafford Smith, 
Legal Director of Reprieve, who represents both men in the U.S., said: “It is very sad that the British government, 
which has repeatedly expressed its opposition to the inequities of Guantanamo, has to be dragged kicking and 
screaming towards lending basic assistance to two men who have lived in this country for many years, and who have 
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actively helped this country. Many questions remain unanswered, but it is obvious that the British betrayed these men 
and caused their rendition. It is long past time for the government to allow their return.” 

The government remains steadfast that Jamil not be helped, but be allowed to be returned to Jordan to face 
persecution, despite the fact that his wife and five British children remain here in London. 

Many other unanswered questions stand out: 

• It seems clear that the two men were seized solely because of the misinformation provided to the U.S. – is 
there any other explanation? 

• What role did the British government really play in the rendition? 
• Why has British intelligence not corrected the misinformation provided to the U.S. concerning the battery 

charger that was misidentified as an IED? 
• Was it British intelligence that fed the false information to the U.S. that Mr. Al-Rawi and Mr. El-Banna were 

linked to some “al Qaida cell” in London? 
• Why did the British government refuse to “confirm or deny” for the U.S. that Bisher Al-Rawi had, indeed, been 

helping British intelligence as he honestly told them? 
• Of course, MI5 does not conduct its work with U.S. intelligence by telegram. Various of the telegrams refer to 

other communications (e.g., “Further to our telephone conversation”; “our telephone call today”; “we have 
spoken at length about this operation”; “we will forward further relevant information in due course”). It is 
clear from the context of the telegrams that they are a carefully edited version of evidence (e.g., the 
telegram to the U.S. government: “The following form of words can be passed to the Gambian liaison”). What 
was said in these communications that have not been disclosed? 

• When will Bisher Al-Rawi be home, reunited with this family? 
• Why will the British government not intervene on behalf of Jamil El-Banna, whose wife and five small British 

children have been without him for three years? 
• When will the Government announce an official inquiry with the power to compel the attendance of witnesses 

to get to the bottom of these questions?

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=13655  SOURCE: Reprieve.org.uk

Guantánamo Diary: Clive Stafford Smith Reports From Guantánamo Bay On 
His Ninth Visit To See His Clients

There is now a certain familiarity about coming back to Guantánamo Bay to visit my clients. This is my ninth trip. The 
sun is just up as I walk down to the Chow Hall, where the toilet that was out of order five months ago has not been 
fixed. The same television programmes seem to be playing, unchanged, the same stories.

It is Armed Forces Network on again this morning. A high school teacher in Somewhere, USA, has compared George 
Bush to Adolf Hitler and the panel members are asking each other whether they could ever send their children to such 
a school. There is a phone-in to answer today's question: Freedom of Speech or Unfit to Teach? It is clear which side 
the panel comes down on, but most callers suggest that the teacher should be given a second chance before facing 
the firing squad.

They take a break from breakfast chatter for the next episode of Combat Camera. The theme tune from James Bond 
crescendos to introduce the show. My first reaction is that it may be unwise to encourage the troops to carry their own 
camera, in the age of Abu Ghraib. But the lieutenant colonel presenting the segment recounts a tale of local 
informants who have identified a mound of recently dug soil. Amid proud exclamations - "Strike gold!" and "Hit the 
Jackpot!" - he tells how they have dug up 1,954 rounds of ammunition.

A Nascar advertisement follows. Two drivers talk about how they put on uniforms when they drive their Formula One 
cars around the track but, they say, soldiers don their uniforms every day as heroes. It is stirring stuff, although I am 
not sure I could watch this all day.

I walk down to the ferry as usual on First Street - past Avenue A, which cuts across to the only other road on this side 
of the base, Second Street. A drainpipe sticks up out of a mound of earth, perhaps some kind of century-old bunker; 
the rusted coils of barbed wire are of a more recent vintage, perhaps world war two. Cacti hold their arms up in 
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surrender, 16ft into the air. Yellow Caribbean flowers, like cowslips, tangle the mesh fence beside the airport. I count 
18 blackbirds pecking in the grass.

There is a dead banana rat in the middle of the road. Six buzzards eye me suspiciously. They are loath to leave their 
own breakfast, but I am coming too close, and they kangaroo-hop away, malevolent eyes bulging out of their angry 
red turkey-faces, knowing that I mean to steal their meal. I can see the blank stare of the banana rat's expired eyes. 
His body has been completely stolen, leaving only the rubbery inside of his fur, and the bones of his forelegs. As I 
walk on, an ambulance passes by, the driver eying me in the mirror as he spits on the tarmac. The buzzards finally 
retrieve their spoils.

I have learned a new fact: banana rats are not named for their dietary preference, but because their feces look like 
small versions of the fruit. It seems a little unfair ... they didn't name humans that way. The aluminium wrapped 
around the trunks of the trees around here is to stop them climbing onto the branches that overhang the picnic tables, 
dropping small bananas on the troops beneath.

Across the bay, the escort picks me up in a military bus that looks old style, perhaps pre-Castro, but has a 2004 tag 
on the front. Driving down towards the camp along Recreation Road, I notice that there is no graffiti on the rocky hill 
to the right. It used to be covered with assertions of fairly basic lust among the soldiers, and for a moment I wonder 
whether some poor private had to scrub it from valley to hilltop. But, looking closer, it has all been coated in green 
spray paint, ready for the media tour.

Its seems strange, but by now I have visited Camp Echo many more times than the young guard who lets us in. After 
searching the bags, he insists on reading the rules out yet again. He says there is only one occasion when we are 
authorised to go near the central control booth, but I cannot make out the word that follows: is that during our 
"introduction" tour or our "indoctrination" tour? I thought it was a Freudian slip, but when I take a look at the rule 
sheet, it really is "indoctrination". They're not too good at PR, these military folks.

The guard follows me into the men's toilet. He loiters. I think maybe he is getting some shade from the rising sun, but 
he does it again when I have to be escorted to the use the bathroom later, feeling like the schoolboy, asking 
permission. What mischief does he think I am going to commit in among the lavatories?

Inside, my client Ahmed Errachidi is shackled more heavily than normal. The authorities say he trained as a terrorist 
in Afghanistan during July 2001, and they call him "the General", But, back in England, a researcher has just located 
the witnesses and records that prove his story: he worked in London as a chef for 18 years and when he was meant 
to be tossing hand grenades he was cooking eggs at the Westbury Hotel. "The cook has become the General; the 
crack of an egg has become the explosion of a bomb," as Ahmed likes to put it.

His hands are shackled in a new blue box with Hiatt Thompson written on it. They dig into his wrists. This never 
ceases to piss me off. Hiatt is a Birmingham business, making money off the misery of a London chef. The 
indentations barely fade over the three hours I talk to him.

That evening, I go out to dinner with one of the military lawyers. We go to the Jerk House, friendly and Jamaican. Two 
soldiers come in to order, one with an ostentatious pistol, the other with his rifle over his shoulder. Why? I wonder, in 
the past quarter century, whether any bullet has been fired in anger on the base, let alone in the Jerk House.

I'll be glad to go home in the morning.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=13654  SOURCE: Reprieve.org.uk

April 30, 2006

New Restrictions on Guantanamo Lawyers 

By KANWAL TARIQ HAMEED
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NEW restrictions have been imposed upon lawyers for Bahraini detainees at Guantanamo Bay by the US military. The 
lawyers will visit the prison camp in Cuba next week, but have only been given permission to meet with each of their 
Bahraini clients once.

Bahrainis Salah Abdulrasool Al Blooshi, 24, Isa Abdulla Al Murbati, 41, and Juma Mohammed Al Dossary, 32, are 
approaching their fifth year of detention without trial at the notorious high-security prison facility.

Lawyers Christopher Karagheuzoff, Mark Sullivan and Joshua Colangelo-Bryan have raised concerns about the effect 
restricting visits will have on the three - in particular Mr Al Dossary, who is said to be in "poor psychological 
condition". 

They will return to Guantanamo Bay from May 11 to 13 to visit the three Bahraini detainees.

"We received approval to visit our clients at Guantanamo from May 11 to May 13," legal team head Mr Colangelo-
Bryan said.

"Unfortunately, the military has again unilaterally changed our schedule with respect to the time we spend with each 
client. 

"Specifically, we are being permitted to see Juma Al Dossary on only one day, as was the case during our last visit to 
Guantanamo. 

"Juma's poor psychological condition is caused, in large part, by his feelings of isolation. 

"As he told us during our last visit, he generally sees only darkness. 

"However, he said that there is a little bit of light when he is allowed to interact with fellow detainees and with us. 

"For this reason and considering that the military does not want Juma actually to kill himself, it does not make any 
sense to limit our visits with him to only one day. 

"In fact, this can only have negative effects on Juma's condition. 

"Undoubtedly our arguments on this point will not be successful and we will forced to tell Juma that we can see him 
only on one day."

The lawyers, who work for the New York-based Dorsey and Whitney legal firm, have received no word from prison 
officials on Al Dossary's condition after reports that he allegedly slashed his own throat in his most recent and 
arguably most serious suicide attempt to date.

He was transferred out of "isolated confinement" in December last year after tearing open an existing wound 
sustained in a suicide attempt and slashing his right arm, according to the US Department of Justice.

Mr Al Dossary has tried to kill himself 12 times according to the US military, which lawyers say is the direct result of 
his conditions of confinement.

The same restrictions have also been applied on visits to Al Blooshi and Al Murbati.

"Inexplicably, the military has also said that we will be able to see Salah Al Blooshi and Isa Al Murbati on only one day 
each," Mr Colangelo-Bryan said.

"This restriction has never been imposed on us before and we will attempt to have it modified.

"Regardless, it appears that the military is attempting to restrict our visits generally and is not concerned that the 
courts will become involved in such issues."

With legal proceedings in the US almost at a standstill, the lawyers reiterated a call for rapid action to be taken in 
Bahrain on behalf of the three. 

"Again, this underscores the need for rapid action by those who care about our clients in the government of Bahrain, 
the parliament of Bahrain and elsewhere," said Mr Colangelo-Bryan. 
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"In particular, we are hopeful that the petition that we discussed during our recent trip to Bahrain will be sent by the 
parliament to the US Congress."

A letter, to be signed by all MPs, calling for help and support from the US Congress in ending the incarceration of the 
Bahraini detainees could be seen as "an important message from a trusted partner", lawyers have said. 
 
http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=13678  SOURCE: Gulf Daily News

Abuse Concerns Stymie Releases From Guantánamo 

By TIM GOLDEN

A long-running effort by the Bush administration to send home many of the terror suspects held at Guantánamo Bay, 
Cuba, has been stymied in part because of concern among United States officials that the prisoners may not be 
treated humanely by their own governments, officials said.

Administration officials have said they hope eventually to transfer or release many of the roughly 490 suspects now 
held at Guantánamo. As of February, military officials said, the Pentagon was ready to repatriate more than 150 of the 
detainees once arrangements could be made with their home countries.

But those arrangements have been more difficult to broker than officials in Washington anticipated or have previously 
acknowledged, raising questions about how quickly the administration can meet its goal of scaling back detention 
operations at Guantánamo. 

"The Pentagon has no plans to release any detainees in the immediate future," said a Defense Department 
spokesman, Lt. Cmdr. Jeffrey Gordon of the Navy. He said the negotiations with foreign governments "have proven to 
be a complex, time-consuming and difficult process."

The military has so far sent home 267 detainees from Guantánamo after finding that they had no further intelligence 
value and either posed no long-term security threat or would reliably be imprisoned or monitored by their own 
governments. Most of those who remain are considered more dangerous militants; many also come from nations with 
poor human rights records and ineffective justice systems. 

But Washington's insistence on humane treatment for the detainees in their native countries comes after years in 
which Guantánamo has been assailed as a symbol of American abuse and hypocrisy — a fact not lost on the 
governments with which the United States is now negotiating. 

"It is kind of ironic that the U.S. government is placing conditions on other countries that it would not follow itself in 
Guantánamo or Abu Ghraib," said a Middle Eastern diplomat from one of the countries involved in the talks. He asked 
not to be named to avoid criticizing the United States in the name of his government. 

The push for human rights assurances now, some officials said, also reflects a renewed effort by the State Department 
to influence the administration's detention policy, even as the United States continues to face wide criticism for 
sending terror suspects to be interrogated in countries known to practice torture. 

Neither the State Department, which is the lead agency in the repatriation talks, nor the Pentagon would comment on 
them in detail. United States officials who agreed to discuss them would do so only on the condition of anonymity, 
either because they were not authorized to speak publicly or to avoid disrupting the negotiations.

Those officials said the talks had been particularly difficult with Saudi Arabia and Yemen, two nations that account for 
almost half of the detainees now at Guantánamo. 

The Saudi government was among the first to seek the return of its citizens from Guantánamo, and its discussions 
with United States officials have proceeded in fits and starts for more than three years.

Five Saudi prisoners were sent home in May 2003 in an arrangement that some officials said could be a template for 
future transfers. 

But several American officials have since acknowledged privately that the repatriation was part of a secret, high-level 
pact with the Saudi and British governments, in which the Saudi authorities later freed five British citizens and two 
other men Saudi Arabia had convicted on what British officials said were trumped-up charges of terrorism.
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United States officials said they had no indication that any of the five repatriated Saudis were abused after returning 
home. As discussions have moved forward on the 128 Saudis still at Guantánamo, however, Saudi Arabia's record on 
human rights has emerged as a central obstacle, several American officials said.

According to a State Department human rights report released in March, the Saudi authorities have used "beatings, 
whippings and sleep deprivation" on Saudi and foreign prisoners. The report also noted "allegations of beatings with 
sticks and suspension from bars by handcuffs."

Mindful of such allegations, officials of the State Department's human rights bureau, among others, have insisted that 
any transfer deal include clear assurances that the prisoners will not be tortured and will be treated in accordance with 
international humanitarian law, and that those pledges can be verified, officials familiar with the discussions said.

The negotiations have bogged down over questions of how those commitments should be formalized and monitored. 
United States officials at one point suggested that the prisoners be visited by the International Committee of the Red 
Cross, but the Saudi government does not now allow the Red Cross access to its prisons, and the proposal was set 
aside, officials said.

Although Saudi Arabia ratified the Convention Against Torture and other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or 
Punishment in 1997, it also does not accept the jurisdiction of a committee that the convention established to 
investigate allegations of systematic torture.

A spokesman for the Saudi Embassy in Washington, Nail al-Jubeir, said he could not comment on specifics of the 
negotiations, but recalled that the United States had earlier insisted that foreign governments agree to imprison the 
repatriated Guantánamo detainees, regardless of whether they had committed crimes at home. 

"The people coming back from Guantánamo will be questioned and investigated, and if they have blood on their 
hands, they will face the Saudi justice system," Mr. Jubeir said. But he added, "If we have nothing to hold them on, 
why hold them?" 

United States officials said they had hoped to begin repatriating Saudi detainees last year in groups of about 20 at a 
time. They noted that some — including Mohammed al-Qahtani, who was captured in Afghanistan months after he 
tried to meet up with some of the 9/11 hijackers in Florida — were expected to remain at Guantánamo for years, if 
not decades, to come.

By last summer, the Defense Department had approved 18 Saudi detainees for repatriation, and the number has since 
increased to about two dozen, officials said. But their transfers have been held up by continuing differences between 
the governments, the officials said.

"We're operating in an environment where we don't want to send people to a country where we are going to find out 
two weeks later that they've been tortured," a State Department official said. Referring to Saudi Arabia, he said, "We 
hope to reach the point soon where we are comfortable with the humanitarian arrangements."

Other major difficulties have emerged in Washington's negotiations with the government of Yemen, which has about 
105 citizens at Guantánamo. (The Pentagon has refused to make public the nationalities of all of the Guantánamo 
prisoners.)

The State Department report cited the use of sleep deprivation, threats of sexual assault and other abuses by Yemeni 
state-security agents. Despite efforts by the Yemeni Interior Ministry to curb torture in its prisons, the department 
said, there were also reports that ministry agents "routinely" used of torture to extract confessions from criminal 
defendants.

Even so, some American officials said a more immediate obstacle to the possible transfer of Guantánamo prisoners 
was a basic lack of security in Yemeni prisons. The most vivid example, they said, was the escape on Feb. 3 of 23 
men, including some important operatives of Al Qaeda, from a high-security prison run by the country's intelligence 
service in the capital, Sana. (Eight have surrendered or been recaptured.) 

Barely a month later, Yemeni security officials announced that they had thwarted two more escape attempts involving 
a dozen Qaeda operatives at other prisons.

A spokesman for the Yemeni Embassy in Washington, Mohammed A. al-Basha, said his government was eager to 
have Yemeni detainees repatriated and was "fully committed" to international laws governing their treatment. 

Of the Afghans captured during and since the American-led overthrow of the Taliban, nearly 100 remain at 
Guantánamo; their repatriation may be easier. The United States is paying $12 million to refurbish part of an old 
Soviet-built prison outside Kabul to house transferred detainees; the work is to be completed by December. 
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Since 2002, the Defense Department has sent 187 Guantánamo detainees to their home countries to be released and 
80 more for continued incarceration. Panels of military officers at Guantánamo who reviewed the status of 463 
prisoners last year recommended the transfer to foreign custody of 120 and outright release of 14 more.

But only 15 of those 134 prisoners have thus far been sent home, a military spokesman said. The rest — along with 
22 others whose transfer or release was approved earlier and 9 more who have been deemed "no longer enemy 
combatants" — remain at Guantánamo.

Among those that remain are 22 Chinese Muslim separatists from the Uighur ethnic minority. United States officials 
have said they would respect the men's request not to be sent back to China because of the possibility that they 
would be mistreated. But the State Department has been unable to find a third country that will accept them as 
refugees.

Human rights concerns have also been a sticking point in the possible transfer of Guantánamo detainees to countries 
including Egypt, Algeria and Uzbekistan, United States officials said. 

The one clear case in which repatriated detainees have suffered serious abuse involves seven Russians sent home 
from Guantánamo in May 2004. At the time, American officials were primarily concerned with ensuring that the men 
would continue to be detained; instead, they were jailed briefly and released without charge.

But at least four of the men were later rearrested by various security forces. Three reported being beaten or tortured 
into confessing to an involvement in terrorism, and although one was later acquitted after a jury trial, he has since 
been arrested again.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=13677  SOURCE: New York Times

 

My Guantanamo Diary

Face to Face With the War on Terrorism

By Mahvish Khan

GUANTANAMO BAY, Cuba

The sailor at the entrance to Camp Echo peers through the gate as Peter and I hold up our laminated blue cards. 
"HC," for habeas counsel, they read. "Escort Required." He waves us through, searches our bags for recording 
devices, then issues safety instructions -- dial 2431 on the wall phone in the room -- in case anything should happen 
in our meeting with prisoner No. 1154.

The gravel crunches beneath our shoes as we follow a soldier across a dusty courtyard to a painted brown door. 
Before we go in, I drape the shawl I'm carrying over my head and arms. This is my first meeting with a Guantanamo 
Bay detainee, and I'm feeling nervous about sitting down with a man who may be a terrorist.

Ali Shah Mousovi is standing at attention at the far end of the room, his leg chained to the floor. His expression is 
wary, but when he sees me in my traditional embroidered shawl from Peshawar, he breaks into a smile. Later, he'll 
tell me that I resemble his younger sister, and that for a split second he mistook me for her.

I introduce myself and Peter Ryan, a Philadelphia lawyer for whom I'm interpreting. I hand Mousovi a Starbucks chai, 
the closest thing to Afghan tea I've been able to find on the base. Then I open up boxes of pizza, cookies and baklava, 
but he doesn't reach for anything. Instead, in true Afghan fashion, he urges us to share the food we have brought for 
him.

Mousovi is a physician from the Afghan city of Gardez, where he was arrested by U.S. troops 2 1/2 years ago. He tells 
us that he had returned to Afghanistan in August 2003, after 12 years of exile in Iran, to help rebuild his wathan, his 
homeland. He believes that someone turned him in to U.S. forces just to collect up to $25,000 being offered to 
anyone who gave up a Talib or al-Qaeda member.

As I translate from Pashto, Mousovi hesitantly describes life since his arrest. Transported to Bagram air base near 
Kabul in eastern Afghanistan, he was thrown -- blindfolded, hooded and gagged -- into a 3 1/2 -by-7-foot shed. He 
says he was beaten regularly by Americans in civilian clothing, deprived of sleep by tape-recordings of sirens that 
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blared day and night. He describes being dragged around by a rope, subjected to extremes of heat and cold. He says 
he barely slept for an entire month.

He doesn't know why he was brought to Guantanamo Bay. He had hoped he would be freed at his military hearing in 
December 2004. Instead, he was accused of associating with the Taliban and of funnelling money to anti-coalition 
insurgents. When he asked for evidence, he was told it was classified. And so he sits in prison, far from his wife and 
three children. More than anyone, he misses his 11-year-old daughter, Hajar. When he talks about her, his eyes fill 
with tears and his head droops.

I don't know exactly what I had expected coming to Guantanamo Bay, but it wasn't this weary, sorrowful man. The 
government says he is a terrorist and a monster, but when I look at him, I see simply what he says he is -- a 
physician who wanted to build a clinic in his native land.

A guard knocks at the door, signalling time's up. Mousovi signs a document agreeing to have Peter represent him in 
filing a petition for habeas corpus before U.S. civilian courts. "I pray to Allah," he says, holding his palms together, 
"for sabar." Patience. He stands up as Peter and I say goodbye. When I glance back after we walk out, he is still 
standing, gazing after us.

It was Google that got me to Gitmo.

My interest in the U.S. military base in Cuba was sparked by an international law class I took last year at the 
University of Miami. I decided I wanted to become involved in what is going on there. So I Googled the names of the 
attorneys on the landmark 2004 Supreme Court case Rasul v. Bush, which held that the U.S. court system had 
authority to decide whether non-U.S. citizens held at Guantanamo Bay were being rightfully imprisoned. Then I 
started bombarding them with calls and e-mails expressing my desire as a law student, a journalist and a Pashtun to 
help, both on the legal end and as an interpreter.

The very existence of the military detention camp at Guantanamo Bay seemed an affront to what the United States 
stands for. How could our government deny the prisoners there the right to a fair hearing? I didn't know whether they 
were innocent or guilty -- but I figured they should be entitled to the same protections as any alleged rapist or 
murderer.

Maybe part of my interest had to do with my heritage. My Pashtun parents are doctors who met in medical school in 
Peshawar, a city in northwest Pakistan near the Afghan border. They came to the United States to continue their 
medical educations. I was born in America in 1978, but I grew up speaking Pashto at home, and am a practicing 
Muslim. I've always felt the pull of my heritage, and the tragedy of the Afghan people, whose country has been 
overrun so many times throughout history.

As an American, I felt the pain of Sept. 11, and I understood the need to invade Afghanistan and destroy the Taliban 
and al-Qaeda. But I also felt the suffering of the Afghans as their country was bombed. And when hundreds of men 
were rounded up and thrust into a black hole of detention, many with seemingly no proof that they had any terrorist 
connections, I felt that my own country had taken a wrong turn.

The attorneys I e-mailed eventually put me in touch with Peter Ryan at Dechert LLP, which represents 15 Afghan 
detainees. After a rigorous six-month background check for a security clearance, off I went in January on my first trip 
to the base.

I've now been down a total of nine times. And each time, I'm struck by the ordinariness of Guantanamo Bay, the 
startling disconnect between the beauty of the surroundings and the evil they mask.

I expected a stern, forbidding place. Instead I found sunshine and smiling young soldiers, boozy nighttimes barbecues 
and beaches that call to you for a midnight swim. I've also found loss and tears. Over three months, I've interpreted 
at dozens of meetings with detainees and heard many stories -- of betrayal and mistaken identity, of beatings and 
torture, of loneliness and hopelessness.

I've listened to Wali Mohammed protest that he was just a businessman trying to get along in Taliban-run 
Afghanistan. I've watched Chaman Gul, crouched in his 7-by-8-foot cage, weep for fear that his family will forget him. 
I've marvelled at the pluck and wit of Taj Mohammad, a 27-year-old uneducated goat herder who has taught himself 
fluent English while in Cuba.

No matter the age or background of the detainee, our meetings always leave me feeling helpless. These men show me 
the human face of the war on terrorism. They've been systematically dehumanized, cast as mere numbers in prison-
camp fashion. But to me, they've become almost like friends, or brothers or fathers. I can honestly say that I don't 
believe any of our clients are guilty of crimes against the United States. No doubt some men here are, but not the 
men I've met.
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I wish we could just hand our clients the freedom they desperately crave, but so far, we haven't been able to, though 
three of Dechert's clients were released at the military's discretion before any of us ever even went to the prison. Still, 
our work with those who remain seems to give them what they need to persevere -- a thread of hope.

The trip to Gitmo begins at the commuter terminal of Florida's Fort Lauderdale-Hollywood International Airport. With 
the exception of one corporate law firm that has become known for making a grand entrance in a chartered private 
jet, the attorneys doing habeas work at Guantanamo Bay fly the puddle-jumper Lynx Air or Air Sunshine.

At the airline counter, you're asked to show clearance documentation from the Defense Department. Passengers are 
then weighed for optimum weight distribution on the tiny propeller planes. The 10-seat cabin is so small you can't 
stand up straight. There are no bathrooms, either, so everybody hits the restroom several times before boarding.

The flight from Fort Lauderdale takes three hours because you have to go around the island to avoid Cuban airspace. 
Upon arrival, we're greeted by armed U.S. Army personnel who direct us to customs, which consists of a couple of 
brown tables where more Army boys rifle through our bags.

The base is divided into two areas -- the leeward side and the windward side -- by the 2 1/2 -mile-wide Guantanamo 
Bay. The main base is on the windward side, which is where the detention camps are built. Habeas counsel are lodged 
on the leeward side, at the combined bachelor quarters, or CBQ, for $20 a day.

There is cable TV, a phone, dial-up Internet, a small kitchen and maid service. Each room has four twin beds. On my 
first trip, I debated whether to sleep in a different bed each night.

Gitmo is a strange place, but soon after arriving, you find yourself adjusting to its clockwork military rhythm. Every 
morning begins at 7:30. It's usually bright and sunny. The Jamaican gardener, Bartley, is always yelling something or 
other. Everyone meets at the concrete tables at the front of the CBQ to wait for the bus, which leaves at exactly 7:41 
a.m. It takes us to the ferry and pulls in at 7:51 a.m., just as the ferry is docking. At precisely 8:20 a.m., we're 
dropped off on the windward side, where we're always greeted by one of three military escorts who hand out our 
habeas badges. Next stop is Starbucks and the food court to pick up food for the detainees and to have breakfast. 
Then on to Camp Echo, the special section of the base where meetings with detainees are held.

The only part of the Gitmo experience that doesn't run with military precision are these meetings. More often than 
not, there's a delay in bringing the prisoners over to Camp Echo. Once, we had to wait five hours on the bus. This 
frustrates the attorneys, given the weeks of work they've spent preparing. Not to mention that the ice cream we bring 
turns to soup.

As we leave our meeting with Mousovi, I pull the heavy shawl off my head. Primo, our military escort, is standing 
outside the fenced compound, taking deep drags off a Marlboro Red. We pile onto the bus, and Peter picks up a large 
manila envelope, seals his stack of handwritten notes inside and writes "1154" on the outside. The notes will be sent 
to Washington for classification review.

Primo drives us and another group of attorneys to the Navy Exchange. Adjacent to this large supermarket are a 
Subway, a gift shop and ATMs. Across the street there's a KFC and a McDonald's. At the exchange, we pick up a stack 
of porterhouse steaks, charcoal, potatoes, chips, lots of beer and assorted wines. Everyone barbecues for dinner, 
because other than the Clipper Club, a small greasy spoon that serves fried hot dogs and pizza, there's nothing to eat 
where we're based.

Over steak dinner, I comment on how nice our military escorts are. They joke and laugh with us. Primo gives me 
pointers on shooting pool in the CBQ lobby. Everyone brings them beer and cigarettes. I think I had expected them to 
be more aloof, even hostile.

But Tom Wilner, a partner in the Washington office of Shearman & Sterling LLP, quickly retorts: "Yeah, they're nice. 
But this whole place is evil -- and the face of evil often appears friendly."

His words hit me hard. Tom is one of the most passionate lawyers working at Guantanamo Bay. He gets angry talking 
about the conditions under which the detainees live. Most are held in isolation in cells separated by thick steel mesh or 
concrete walls. Every man eats every meal alone in his small cell. The prisoners are allowed out of their cells three 
times a week for about 15 minutes to exercise, often in the middle of the night, so many don't see sunlight for months 
at a time.

Tom and his firm got involved representing 12 Kuwaiti detainees in March 2002, after a group of families contacted 
him. At first, like most of the lawyers here, Tom took up the cause because of the legal principles at stake. But after 
he finally met the detainees in January 2005, his attitude changed. Suddenly he was fighting for real people. "Most of 
these guys," he says, "were totally innocent and simply swept up by mistake."
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I think of Ali Shah Mousovi when he says that. Even the presiding officer at Mousovi's hearing declared that he found 
it "difficult to believe" that the United States had imprisoned Mousovi and flown him "all the way to Cuba." Yet here he 
sits.

One of the things Tom hates most is having to tell his clients that a close relative has died while they've been 
detained. But he has had to do so countless times: Fouad al-Rabiah's father and brother died; Omar Amin's father 
died; Nasser al-Mutairi's father died; Saad al-Azmi's father died; Khaled al-Mutairi's father died; Fawzi al-Odah's 
grandmother died.

"The way these men have been treated and what they've had to suffer makes me ashamed," Tom says. He and the 
other lawyers think it's a joke that the iguanas at Guantanamo Bay, which are protected by the U.S. Endangered 
Species Act, have more rights than the detainees.

Tonight, Tom is intense, going on about the face of evil, how so many of the perpetrators of some of the worst crimes 
in history were men who appeared perfectly ordinary, who were kind to children and dogs. I can't stop thinking about 
what he says.

After dinner, I take a 10-minute walk down a barren dirt road to a breathtaking secluded beach and drown everything 
out in the cool of the evening water. The waves keep rushing in and blending with the peaceful Cuban shore.

At 80, Haji Nusrat -- detainee No. 1009 -- is Guantanamo Bay's oldest prisoner. A stroke 15 years ago left him partly 
paralyzed. He cannot stand up without assistance and hobbles to the bathroom behind a walker. Despite his paralysis, 
his swollen legs and feet are tightly cuffed and shackled to the floor. He says that his shoes are too tight and that he 
needs new ones. He has asked for medical attention for the inflammation in his legs, but has not been taken to a 
hospital.

"They wait until you are almost dead," he says.

He has a long white beard and grayish-brown eyes that drift from Peter's face to mine as we explain his legal issues to 
him. In the middle of our meeting, he says to me: " Bachay ." My child. "Look at my white beard. They have brought 
me here with a white beard. I have done nothing at all. I have not said a single word against the Americans."

He comes from a small mountain village in Afghanistan and cannot read or write. He has 10 children and does not 
know if his wife is still alive -- he hasn't received any letters.

U.S. troops arrested Nusrat in 2003, a few days after he went to complain about the arrest of his son Izat, who is also 
detained at Guantanamo Bay. Nusrat is charged with being a commander of a terrorist organization in Afghanistan 
with ties to Osama bin Laden, and with possession of a cache of weapons. Izat, who appeared as a witness at his 
father's military hearing, maintained that the weapons in question were in a storehouse set up by the Afghan defense 
ministry, which he was paid to guard and maintain.

During our meeting, Nusrat's emotions range from anger to despair. In his desperation, he begins to promise Peter 
that he will make him famous if he helps him get home. "Everyone in Afghanistan will know your name," he says. 
"You will be a great, famous lawyer."

As I interpret, I feel a lump growing in my throat. Suddenly, I can't speak. Peter and Nusrat pause as the tears flood 
down my face and drip onto my shawl.

The old man looks at me. "You are a daughter to me," he says. "Think of me as a father." I nod, aligning and 
realigning pistachio shells on the table as I interpret.

As the meeting ends and we collect our things to go, the old man opens his arms to me and I embrace him. For 
several moments, he prays for me as Peter watches: "Insha'allah, God willing, you will find a home that makes you 
happy. Insha'allah, you will be a mother one day. . . . "

He lets me go and asks me to say dawa, prayers, for him. "Of course," I promise. "Every day."

And until the next time I see him, I will.

m.rukhsana@gmail.com

Mahvish Khan will graduate next month from the University of Miami School of Law. She works for the Miami public 
defender's office.
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Detained and Denied: A Seed Still Grows

In Gitmo, instinct for beauty lives on

By P. SABIN WILLETT

I brought flowers to the isolation cell when I visited Saddiq this month. He likes to draw roses and often asks for 
gardening magazines.

Saddiq is one of the many mistakes at Guantanamo Bay. In 2005 our military admitted that he was not an enemy 
combatant, but the government hasn't been able to repatriate him. So he lives behind wire in Camp Iguana, with 
eight other men whom the military cleared long ago but who are nevertheless forbidden newspapers, visits from loved 
ones, English dictionaries — and flowers.

For some time we lawyers have been asking the military for a garden. Gardens are commonplace in POW camps, and 
these men aren't even enemies. They live in a pen, but it has a small patch of ground. Why not? The military refused.

I was trying to explain this to Saddiq, along with other inexplicable things (such as how it is that innocent men can be 
held for years in an American prison), when he said, "We planted a garden. We have some small plants — 
watermelon, peppers, garlic, cantaloupe. No fruit yet. There's a lemon tree about two inches tall, though it's not doing 
well."

"The guards gave you tools?"

He shook his head.

"Then — how do you dig?" I was struggling to grasp this.

"Spoons," he said. "And a mop handle."

The soil in Camp Iguana is dry and brittle as flint. "But the spoons are plastic, aren't they?"

Saddiq nodded. "At night we poured water on the ground. In the morning, we pounded it with the mop handle and 
scratched it with the spoons. You can loosen about this much." He held his thumb and forefinger about a half-inch 
apart. "The next day, we did it again. And so on until we had a bed for planting." He shrugged. "We have lots of time, 
here."

"But the seeds?" I asked. "Did they give you seeds?"

After four years at Guantanamo, Saddiq rarely smiles, but his face seemed to brighten then. "Sometimes, with the 
meal, they give us a bit of watermelon or cantaloupe to eat. We save the seeds."

One day the sordid history of Guantanamo will be written. There will be chapters on torture, chapters on the how the 
courts turned a blind eye, chapters on cruelties large and petty, on the massive stupidity and uselessness of the 
place. Many pages will illustrate the great lie of Guantanamo — that it is a "terrorist detention facility" — with 
accounts of goatherds and chicken farmers and stray foreigners sold by Pakistani grifters to the United States for 
bounties. Saddiq may have one of the oddest chapters of all: jailed first by the Taliban as an enemy of its regime, 
then by us.

For all that, as the poet Gerard Manley Hopkins wrote, "There lives the dearest freshness deep down things." Maybe 
the History of Guantanamo will have a few uplifting footnotes. America denied them seeds and trowels and they 
created life anyway. Guantanamo is ugly, but man's instinct for beauty lives deep down things.

When our meeting was over, the flowers had wilted. Saddiq picked them up. "May I take these back to Camp 
Iguana?" But flowers are contraband. He wasn't allowed to keep them.
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Willett, a Boston lawyer with Bingham McCutchen, represents Saddiq Ahmad Turkistani. This article originally 
appeared in The Washington Post.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=13675  SOURCE: Washington Post via Houston Chronicle

Bisher Al-Rawi's Terrifying Journey From Public-School To Camp Delta

They were two ex-public school adventurers who set off for Africa with a sure-fire business plan. But the 
trip would end with an MI5 sting, incarceration, torture and a one-way trip to Camp Delta in Cuba. In this 
exclusive report, Robert Verkaik uncovers the full, shocking story of the Al-Rawi brothers 

Motorists rushing home along the Brentford section of the M4 flyover in March 2001 could hardly believe their eyes. 
First one, then two more figures, appeared beside the inside lane, clambered over the crash barrier on to the hard 
shoulder and began hauling up their ropes. The three men's exhilarated expressions provided convincing evidence 
that the world of extreme sports now included the scaling of motorway flyovers. 

But at least one driver, caught up in the afternoon rush-hour traffic, found this act of motorway mountaineering so 
worrying he called the emergency services. A police squad car called to the scene arrived too late to apprehend the 
men. It is easy to imagine the strained syntax and pejorative vocabulary used by the local constabulary to record 
what the witness described. The officers' report was passed through the chain of command, ending up in the hands of 
Special Branch who forwarded it to Britain's homeland security service, MI5.

Six months later, al-Qa'ida carried out three devastating attacks on the twin towers of New York's World Trade Centre 
and the US military headquarters at the Pentagon in Washington DC. The incidents of 9/11 created panic in the heart 
of both the British intelligence and security services who now believed that Islamic extremist groups might be 
planning attack on a similar horrifying scale in London.

Osama bin Laden's terrorist spectacular also triggered a fundamental revision of all intelligence relating to extremist 
activity in Britain gathered over the past few years. Included in this review was the traffic police's recent report of 
three men scaling a raised section of the M4 before escaping in a waiting vehicle. For the jittery security chiefs leading 
MI5's counter-terrorism offensive, this report was suddenly given a sinister new significance. Could this have been a 
scouting mission for a future al-Qa'ida terrorist attack on a British motorway?

The speculation proved to be groundless. But for one of the three extreme sport enthusiasts on the M4 six months 
earlier, the police report triggered a chain of events that would lead to his arrest, torture and eventual transfer to 
Guantanamo Bay.

Bisher Al- Rawi, 38, has not seen his family for three and half years. He was arrested with his brother, (omega) 
Wahab, 40, during a business visit to Gambia in November 2002, held by the Gambian authorities and then 
interrogated for a month by the US security services. Bisher, a British-educated man who attended a top public 
school, was sent in shackles to a cage in Guantanamo Bay. Wahab knows the only reason he did not join his brother 
in the US naval base in Cuba was that, thanks to a quirk of legal fate, he could call himself a British citizen, while his 
brother could only claim British residency.

But the Al-Rawi family believe there is more to this tale of two brothers than meets the eye. Documents obtained by 
their lawyers show that Bisher and Wahab had been set up by MI5 before being handed over to the Americans.

Bisher and Wahab Al-Rawi disagree about almost everything. Growing up in Iraq in the 1970s, the brothers fought for 
their father's affection. Bisher, the younger of the two, was a promising schoolboy athlete, while Wahab, who had 
been injured in a shooting accident, tried to impress his father with his understanding of international affairs.

But in the early 1980s, Mr Al-Rawi senior, an Iraqi businessman, attracted the suspicion of Saddam Hussein and was 
arrested on trumped-up charges of having links to an off-shore investment fund, an offence under the former Iraqi 
regime. He was held by Saddam's secret police for 18 months before he was freed on the orders of an Iraqi judge.

Upon his release, the family made plans to escape Baghdad for London. Careful not to arouse more suspicion, the Al-
Rawi boys and their sister were spirited out of the country. Wahab, who retains a slight Iraqi accent is a short, portly, 
middle-aged man. He says he regards himself as a "modern Muslim" who likes a drink and a cigarette but still finds 
time to pray.

He spoke to The Independent on Sunday in an upstairs room of a pub in Fleet Street: "We liked Britain because we 
had been coming here since we were boys to study English at summer schools. It was the most obvious place to seek 
sanctuary."
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Their father then sent the boys to a Cambridge college where they took their GCSEs. For a rich Iraqi refugee whose 
only knowledge of Britain had been gleaned from state-controlled television, Oxford and Cambridge were the natural 
first choices for the education of young gentlemen.

In Cambridge, they enjoyed the same sort of pastimes as other teenagers. They both partied and mixed with the 
opposite sex. And while Bisher played football, tennis and rugby, Wahab developed an interest in fixing up old cars.

But the brothers found living together placed a strain on their fraternal relationship. "We used to fight, like lots of 
brothers do - you know, jostling to be the one in charge. We are very different people. He is a great sporting fanatic 
and I'm a couch potato. He loves making things, while I prefer making money."

Their sister, Usama, who has three children and lives in west London with their mother, says that although Bisher and 
Wahab were close, they often fought. "They love each other ," she says. "But after a few days together, the cracks 
start to show."

When the brothers returned to London their competitiveness meant that they couldn't even work in the same fast food 
restaurant. "I worked in Wimpy so Bisher had to work in Macdonalds," recalls Wahab.

In the end, their father decided to separate them, sending Bisher to Millfield School in Somerset and Wahab to 
Concord College in Shropshire, where they studied their A-levels. Later, they went to separate universities; Wahab to 
Salford where he studied mechanical engineering and Bisher to University College London where he read material 
engineering.

But despite showing early promise, neither brother managed to complete their degrees. The lure of London's West 
End social life and their rich father's unconditional indulgence of his two sons made it hard for Bisher and Wahab to 
concentrate on their student lives.

Both the boys were now living fairly aimless lives, unable to focus on any particular career. In less than three years, 
the brothers were living back in the family home in Kensington, central London.

"Bisher used to hang out in London sports clubs and mix with those types," says Wahab. "But in all the time that I 
knew my brother, I never saw him touch alcohol or heard him curse once.

"Bisher threw himself into sports; he did everything that was a bit dangerous. He loved parachuting and climbing. For 
money, he ended up working as a motorcycle courier. I concentrated on developing my commercial interests."

Wahab's first business venture was importing fruit and veg from Egypt and Jordan. He then worked as an estate agent 
and then in a friend's business finding accommodation for American students, before becoming a property developer 
in the 1990s.

By 2001, Bisher and Wahab had come to the attention of the British security services. The brothers had got to know 
Abu Qatada, an Islamic cleric who MI5 believe has links to Osama bin Laden and acts as a fundraiser for terrorist 
groups.

The brothers had first met him during prayers at the same mosque the Al-Rawis worshipped at in London and later 
came to rely on him as an authority on Islamic law. But after 9/11, Islamic extremists such as Qatada had become 
key terrorist (omega) suspects and anyone who came into contact with Qatada was considered a potential security 
risk.

Bisher, who followed Islamic doctrine more closely than his brother, became of interest to MI5. In written statements 
given to his lawyer, Bisher has since claimed two British security officers made contact with him and asked him to give 
information on Qatada, who was later arrested by anti-terrorist officers and is now being held in Belmarsh high-
security prison in London.

Bisher's relationship with the British security services lasted several years, during which time he has told his lawyers 
that he was "helpful" and provided information that might assist in the "peaceful" arrest of Qatada. His American 
lawyer, George Mickum, says that Bisher acted as a go-between by carrying questions and answers between MI5 and 
Qatada and also provided translation during negotiations between the two parties.

Wahab says: "Look, I didn't know this at the time, but it's now clear that Bisher was helping MI5. He didn't mention it 
to me even in Gambia. But there was no reason for him to tell me because we both knew Abu Qatada."

It was Wahab's business interests that brought the two brothers to Gambia in November 2002. Indeed, Wahab had 
gone to see Abu Qatada just before he flew to Gambia.
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"I needed to know whether, under Islamic law, it was allowed for partners in a firm to be paid wages [in the new 
company]. He told me it wasn't permitted and so I thanked him and left."

Wahab's business plan was to set up a mobile peanut oil-processing factory in Gambia. "I had done the feasibility 
study and it was all ready to go. I had my team and we brought Bisher in on the deal towards the end. I didn't think 
we really needed him but the others said his practical skills would be useful so I asked him to join us. It was a great 
business idea because it meant that African countries would no longer have to ship the peanuts to Europe to get the 
oil made. "

But right from the start there were signs that their enterprise was not going to be straightforward. On the day of his 
departure flight, Wahab was detained at London City Airport by two men who described themselves as airport security 
officers.

"They said they wanted to talk about my visit to Gambia. I was taken into a room and asked questions about the trip. 
Why was I going? Who was I going with and who was I meeting?"

But the men also wanted to learn more about Abu Qatada. The security officers, who by now Wahab had become 
convinced were working for MI5, pressed him on his link with Qatada.

"They asked me if I would help them, if I would work for them. I told them that it was against my principles. A few 
hours later, they finally agreed to let me go and eventually, after rescheduling my flight, I arrived in Banjul airport."

Four days after Wahab had arrived in Gambia, he went to the airport to meet his brother and the other two members 
of the team, Jamil el-Banna, another British resident and Abd el Ganudi, a British citizen. Mr el-Banna and Mr el 
Ganudi, who were to manage the factory once it was up and running, are old friends of the Al-Rawi family. They came 
to London fleeing persecution in the Middle East and met each other through refugee contacts in London's Arab 
community.

A fifth British member of the group, Abrahim the sales director who was another of Wahab's friends from the mosque, 
got cold feet about the trip and left his colleagues at the airport citing a stomach bug. But Wahab thinks he had been 
shaken up by his own run-in with the security services. Three days earlier, the three men had been arrested at 
Gatwick airport when they first attempted to fly to Gambia to meet Wahab. They were taken to Paddington Green 
police station in west London on suspicion of carrying an explosive device which turned out to be a battery charger 
purchased from Dixons. But their homes were searched by anti-terrorist officers. Later, they were all released and 
allowed to fly out to Gambia.

Unbeknown to any of the British men was the fact that the security services had already made contact with their 
counterparts in Gambia and at the American embassy in Banjul. Secret telegrams, which have only recently been 
released by the British government, confirm that MI5 asked the Gambians to keep a careful watch on the business 
party. To support this request, the British sent intelligence reports that had been gathered on the men over the last 
year. These included the sighting of Bisher on the M4 in March 2001.

On 11 November, MI5 used diplomatic channels to send a telegram to Banjul saying: "Bishr [sic] AL-RAWI is an Iraqi 
Islamist extremist who is a member of the ABU Qatada's close circle of associates. He has previously come to our 
attention for his financial activities in connection with Abu ANAS [which MI5 claims is the name used by Jamil el-
Banna]. Bishr's [sic] enthusiasm for extreme sports has often brought him to the attention of the police. For example, 
he was seen driving away from the M4 flyover at Brentford in March 2001, which he and two other individuals had 
been seen climbing. He is also a qualified diver, a keen dinghy sailor and parachutist."

The case against Jamil el-Banna is that he has had contacts with men believed to be Islamic extremist terrorists and 
that he was going to use funds to support terrorism in Britain. Like (omega) Bisher, he knew Qatada, and was on 
hand to drive the cleric's family away when he was arrested by police in October 2002.

He is also wanted by the Spanish government, which is seeking his extradition from Guantanamo as part of their 
investigation into al-Qai'da activities in Spain. Mr el-Banna, who has a wife and five children waiting for him in 
London, has told his lawyers he can prove he is not the man the Spanish are looking for and that he is the victim of a 
case of mistaken identity.

But the MI5 investigators who stopped the men at Gatwick now believed they had uncovered other incriminating 
items. Further telegrams sent to Gambia included reference to a more alarming find at the Al-Rawi home in London - 
an unspecified "document" relating to RPG-7 rocket launchers. During the search at the airport, MI5 had also found 
items in the men's rucksack including a quick-hardening rubber cement, small shovel, solder and solder iron, circuit 
board and rechargeable batteries which MI5 claimed confirmed their suspicion that the men were all "involved in 
terrorist activity".
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But the men's lawyers say that everything turned up in these searches was to be used for the business venture in 
Gambia. The "document" for the RPGs is not something they can comment on because they have never been allowed 
to see it. Wahab says he has no idea what the "document" might be and the fact that MI5 don't give any more detail, 
saying whether it was an instruction manual or just a picture of a RPG, means it can't be of any significance. "If this 
was all so conclusive why didn't they just arrest us - why let us leave the country?" asks Wahab.

As Wahab approached his brother at Banjul airport he realised there was a problem with immigration. The Gambian 
officials had confiscated his brother's passports and he and his two friends were taken into an airport interview room.

"They began by saying there was an irregularity with their visas. But it became clear that it was more than that 
because they took us to the headquarters of the Gambian and National Intelligence Agency in Banjul. We were 
questioned by Gambians for a few hours before being moved to another room where two US officers took over," 
recalls Wahab.

"They said they were from the US embassy and wanted to ask us some questions. But, I'm afraid, I lost my temper 
and demanded to see the British High Commissioner and a lawyer. They said it was much too late for that."

For the next three to four days the four men, two British citizens and two British residents, were moved around the 
building from room to room, alternately questioned by the Americans and the Gambians.

Wahab says: "I agreed to answer the Gambian questions but refused to answer any of the Americans'. I was scared 
but didn't know why I should co-operate."

Four days after Wahab had met Bisher at the airport, they were taken from the Gambian and National Intelligence 
Agency HQ to a secret location in the Banjul suburbs. It was here that Bisher begged his brother to co-operate with 
the Americans telling him "we have nothing to hide."

"We were all in the house," remembers Wahab, "and during a break from interrogations, Bisher told me to stop being 
difficult and answer the questions so we could be sent back home. So I agreed to tell them all about the business we 
were planning and why we were in Gambia. I kept thinking as soon as the rest of the business crates arrived with the 
tools to start the work that the Americans would know we weren't terrorists."

Mr el Janudi and Wahab were separated from the other two and taken back to interrogation suites in the NIA building 
where the Americans began repeating their questions.

"After I had answered their questions about the trip they started accusing me of coming to Gambia to start a training 
camp for a terrorist campaign against American targets. It was at this point that I withdrew my co-operation because 
the questioning was getting ridiculous. Once again, I demanded to see someone from the British High Commission. 
This was when they said 'Who do you do think ordered your arrest in the first place? They don't want to talk to you.' 
Now it was clear that we had been set up by Britain - our own country."

The two men were moved again to another house in Banjul where the interrogation and conditions of their detention 
became much more frightening.

"We were hooded and handcuffed, placed in a Landcruiser and then taken to this new house and put in solitary 
confinement. The toilet was a bucket, the windows were blacked out and the lights were left on all the time so we 
didn't know if it was day or night. I could smell the stench of urine everywhere."

Wahab remembers: "The big American, who called himself Mr Lee, became more and more threatening. He said if I 
didn't help him, he would let the guards rape me. I was scared, but didn't want him to see that, so I said 'maybe I'd 
like it.' He laughed, this seemed to amuse him. But he soon got back to the threats again, telling me I was all alone 
and he could do anything he wanted to me. I was dead as far as the world was concerned."

I few days later, Wahab was reunited with his brother and Jamil, who had been injured in a fight with one of the 
guards.

"I heard them both being marched into the house. Bisher was shouting to us, he must have known we were here too. 
He kept saying: 'Don't trust them they will try to trick you, don't trust them.' It was the last time I heard my brother's 
voice."

After two more weeks of interrogation, Mr Lee came to see Wahab. First of all, he apologised for the injuries to Jamil. 
Then he gave me a ticket and my passport and said I would be going home. I asked him if I could have some time 
with my brother. He went away and came back with a letter written in Bisher's handwriting. He said something like: 
'We are co-operating with the US and you shouldn't worry. God-willing it will be alright.' I was driven in shackles to 
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the airport. They told me not to make a fuss in Gambia because this wouldn't be good for me. If I had a complaint, 
they said, I should wait until I got back to Britain."

On his return Wahab, in shock and ill-health, booked into a west London hotel. A few days later, he contacted his 
family and Amnesty International to alert them to his brother's fate. Mr el Janudi, who could also claim British 
citizenship, had arrived in Britain a day earlier. The four men had been held in Gambia for 28 days, the maximum 
under national rules for detention.

A few months later, Wahab's sister received a letter from the Red Cross which, for the first time, confirmed what the 
family had long feared. Bisher had been taken to Bagram airbase in Afghanistan and then flown to Guantanamo Bay.

Wahab knows that if it wasn't for the fact that he decided to press ahead with his application for British nationality in 
1991, he too would be sitting in a cell in Camp Delta.

"My brother just didn't bother about such things [nationality papers]. He felt safe in this country and could see the 
need for having a joint nationality. He said he might one day want to return to Iraq and he knew that under Saddam's 
regime it was an offence to change your nationality."

Wahab has since received letters written by Bisher during his confinement in Guantanamo Bay. In them, Bisher teases 
his brother for not getting married and tells him "how nice" it is for the US to pay for his holiday in the "sunshine 
state" in Cuba.

It has been three and a half years since Wahab last saw his brother and he has had plenty of time to reflect. "I know 
now my brother had a relationship with MI5. He didn't tell me about it but it's clear from the documents I have seen 
that my brother was helping MI5 investigate Abu Qatada. Something happened to break that relationship, perhaps 
after Qatada was arrested Bisher became no more use to them or perhaps Bisher wanted to get out of the 
relationship, I don't know. What I do know is that he is a devout Muslim who loved this country," says Wahab.

"I just want to know what we've done. We adopted this country as our own, and look what has happened."

Pressure on the British government to intervene in Bisher's case is starting to pay off. After the family went to the 
High Court in London last month to challenge the Government on its refusal to help the men, the Foreign Secretary 
Jack Straw agreed to make representations to his American counterparts on behalf of Bisher. To allow Bisher to return 
to his London home, rather than his native Iraq, the Foreign Office must grant him a new visa and reactivate his right 
to residency in Britain. Wahab fears for his brother's health and hopes that this latest breakthrough has not come too 
late.

"I know that he is having a rough time there because he has become a Good Samaritan to other prisoners by helping 
them with legal cases and putting them in touch with lawyers. The Americans haven't liked this and he has been 
punished for it."

The full story behind Britain's role in the arrest of four British businessmen who went to Gambia to set up a peanut-
processing plant may never ever be known. MI5 will not comment on the extent of their relationship with Bisher or 
how much they were involved in his detention in Guantanamo Bay. At Bisher's first hearing before a Guantanamo 
military tribunal the British government refused to confirm MI5's relationship with the British man. Only when Bisher 
is safely reunited with his brother and family can these questions begin to be answered.

In his last letter to his family, Bisher has spared his mother's feelings by avoiding any reference to the descriptions of 
torture which he so vividly gave to his lawyer.

"I am writing to you from the seaside resort at Guantanamo Bay. After winning first prize in a competition, I was 
whisked to this nice resort with all expenses paid... Everybody is very nice, the neighbours are very well-mannered, 
the food is first-class, plenty of sun and pebbles (no sand, I'm afraid) - your son Bisher. PS: Please renew my 
insurance (motorbike) policy" 

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=13674  SOURCE: The Independent
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