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I'll Make Hicks A UK Citizen: Lawyer

Penelope Debelle

THE US military lawyer assigned by the Pentagon to defend accused terrorist David Hicks is willing to personally swear 
Hicks in as a British citizen at Guantanamo Bay to facilitate his release.

Following Britain's acceptance of Hicks' right to citizenship, Major Michael Mori, a US marine, said he had the authority 
to administer oaths and would see Hicks swear loyalty to Britain and the Queen.

"David could be sworn in in the next week — that's what should happen," said Major Mori, who saw Hicks at the 
military base in Cuba a week ago.

"But will the (US) Department of Defence do it? That's the real question."

Major Mori is pessimistic that Hicks' future will be resolved quickly. "I just think the US is trying to delay Hicks 
becoming a Brit because they know Britain's position on the (military) commissions," he said.

Under an agreement that has resulted in the release of nine British nationals from the Guantanamo Bay prison, Hicks 
could be released and would gain immediate British consular access and protection.

Major Mori said the US would be reluctant to see that happen.

"For 4½ years the US has been controlling every aspect of David's life and they will continue," he said. "The Australian 
Government has no control and the British Government has some influence, but it really comes down to the US."

Major Mori sticks by his assessment of the punitive conditions in which Hicks is being held. He said Hicks, a convert to 
Islam, was a well-behaved prisoner who had been doing well until his sudden return to isolation. Hicks is in a concrete 
room with a steel door for 22 hours a day. In the two hours outside his cell he can shower and use a recreation area.

Major Mori scoffed at the suggestion Hicks, who is studying year 11 subjects with the assistance of the Australian 
consul, benefited from a reading room.

"There's nothing there, it's a joke," he said. "There is a little desk and a chair that you are chained to."

Hicks was at his lowest point, Major Mori said. The small table and plastic chair obtained for him by the Australian 
consul had been confiscated.

"They are saying it's like a US maximum-security prison and that is absolutely true, and it is used in the US for death-
row inmates," he said.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14660  SOURCE: The Age

Father Demands Guantanamo Suicide Probe

By AHMED AL-HAJJ 
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Associated Press Writer 

SAN'A, Yemen (AP) - The father of a Yemeni detainee found hanged in his Guantanamo cell said Sunday he will only 
receive his son's body for burial once an international investigation is launched into the death. 

Salah al-Aslami, 28, and two Saudi inmates committed suicide in separate cells at Guantanamo on June 10, using 
their sheets and clothing as nooses and leaving notes, the U.S. has said. 

The body of the Yemeni detainee, whom U.S. prison authorities identified as Ali Abdullah Ahmed, arrived in Yemen 
Thursday and is being kept in the state-run Revolution Hospital in the capital San'a. 

``The United States should have sent the autopsy report with the body, which didn't happen,'' Mohammed Abdullah 
al-Aslami, the father, told reporters Sunday. 

``This reinforces the doubts that my son Salah committed suicide. My son died under torture,'' he added, urging that 
Guantanamo be closed. 

A Yemeni Foreign Ministry official earlier said that the U.S. autopsy was expected to arrive no earlier than June 30. 

The al-Aslami family's lawyer, Mohammed Nagi Alaw, told journalists Saturday that Yemeni authorities have not 
conducted an autopsy to determine the cause of death, as the family had requested. Alaw said earlier that Yemeni 
authorities said they would do an autopsy but did not give a date. 

On Friday, Yemeni clerics told worshippers that al-Aslami had died a ``martyr'' and blamed the United States. 

The father told The Associated Press earlier this week that his son was captured in Afghanistan in 2003. 

The three suicides have fueled demands in the United States and abroad to close the prison, where more about 460 
detainees captured in the war on terror are being held, some of them for years without charge.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14658  SOURCE: The Guardian

Evictions Raise the Tension Level at Guantánamo 

Todd Sumlin/Charlotte Observer
Col. Michael Bumgarner, commander of the Guantánamo prison; the photographer was later banished. 

By JULIE BOSMAN

Last Wednesday, after spending four days reporting from the United States Naval Base at Guantánamo Bay, Cuba, 
three newspaper reporters and a photographer were ordered off the island by the Pentagon.

But it is not clear why they were banished.

The journalists, from The Los Angeles Times, The Miami Herald and The Charlotte Observer, left Guantánamo after 
reporting on the suicides of three prisoners.

The Charlotte Observer said its reporter, who was originally assigned to write a profile on a military commander at the 
base, may have obtained too many details about the military's response to the suicides, leading the Pentagon to 
impose new restrictions on reporters.

Others have suggested that the decision was a bureaucratic tussle between the public affairs office at the Pentagon 
and military commanders on the base.

The Pentagon said it removed the reporters in an attempt to level the field with other reporters who had been denied 
access to the base after the suicides. The decision prompted protests from several lawyers representing prisoners and 
from Reporters Without Borders, an advocacy group for journalists. 
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But the abrupt expulsions also reflect the continuing tensions between the military personnel who oversee the base, 
which has served as a prison camp for suspected terrorists since early 2002, and reporters who are trying to gather 
information in the highly secure environment.

Journalists have complained that they are banned from interviewing detainees, that their movements around the base 
are tightly controlled and that they receive little information from public affairs personnel. 

"Everybody would like unfettered access, come and go as you please, talk to everybody you want to, but that's not 
what this is," said Dave Wilson, the managing editor for news at The Miami Herald. "We understand that and have 
tried to work with it."

Reporters who visit Guantánamo are usually reluctant to criticize the military publicly because it controls their access 
to the base. Once there, reporters are paired with "minders," who organize and restrict their movements and escort 
them around the grounds.

The latest skirmish between the military and the press began June 10, when the Pentagon announced that three 
detainees had hanged themselves in their cells. A group of reporters already had been planning to travel to 
Guantánamo on a military plane from Andrews Air Force Base, outside Washington, to cover the scheduled hearing of 
an Ethiopian detainee on June 12. But after the suicides, the Pentagon quickly canceled the hearing and the reporters' 
flight.

Two reporters, Carol Rosenberg of The Miami Herald and Carol J. Williams of The Los Angeles Times, who were 
traveling by a different route, were also notified by the Pentagon on June 10 that the hearing had been canceled and 
they were no longer authorized by the Pentagon to visit the base. But they requested authorization from the prison's 
commander to visit anyway. Permission was granted, and they boarded their small commercial flight as planned.

A Pentagon spokeswoman, Cynthia Smith, said it was unfair for those three reporters to be allowed at Guantánamo 
when others had been denied access. "We want to be fair and impartial," Ms. Smith said. "We couldn't just give them 
an exclusive."

One reporter, Michael Gordon of The Charlotte Observer, and Todd Sumlin, a photographer for the paper, were 
already on the base, preparing a profile of Col. Michael Bumgarner, a prison commander and a native of Kings 
Mountain, N.C., near Charlotte.

Rick Thames, the editor of The Charlotte Observer, said the Pentagon was unhappy with articles Mr. Gordon had filed, 
including an account of a morning staff meeting on June 12 led by Colonel Bumgarner.

Mr. Gordon had quoted Colonel Bumgarner as telling the staff, "The trust level is gone," referring to the detainees. 
"They have shown time and time again that we can't trust them any farther than we can throw them." Mr. Thames of 
The Observer said, "We can't be certain, but we believe the Pentagon was uneasy with close-up access to the 
operations of the prison at a time of crisis," adding, "Clearly, they were at odds over this."

Ms. Rosenberg of The Miami Herald said it was difficult to report from Guantánamo but that occasionally it was 
possible to obtain useful insights.

"When you're there, you actually get to make requests and sometimes speak directly to people who work in the 
camps, who make decisions, who carry out investigations and who give you the information that is not distilled," she 
said. "I think the art of reporting at Guantánamo is to ask for interviews and get interviews with people who can talk 
about the jobs they're doing."

Ms. Smith, the Pentagon spokeswoman, said that there had been no change in Pentagon policy regarding the media 
and that reporters from three overseas news organizations — Deutsche Welle, Le Parisien and The Times of London — 
are to visit this week.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14656  SOURCE: New York Times

Doctors Begin Autopsy of Guantanamo Prisoners

DUBAI - Saudi doctors are to conduct tests on the remains of two Saudi nationals alleged to have committed suicide in 
Guantanamo Bay prison to ascertain the exact cause of death, the Arab News reported Sunday, citing a Saudi official.
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“Doctors there (at a hospital in Riyadh) will examine them to ascertain the cause of the death,” said Saudi Interior 
Ministry spokesman Major General Mansour Al Turki.

The bodies of Manie Shaman Al Utaibi and Yasser Talal Al Zahrani, two of the three Guantanamo prisoners who were 
found dead in their cells on June 10, arrivd back in Riyadh on Saturday.

The third body of Ali Abdullah Ahmed, a Yemeni national, has also been repatriated.

Al Zahrani was one of the youngest people sent to the US offshore detention facility at the age of 17, said Arab News.

US authorities say the men hanged themselves with clothes and bed- sheets, making them the first prisoners to die at 
the camp since it opned in 2002 at the US naval base in Cuba.

The men’s families, however, have questioned the circumstances of their deaths, said the paper.

The United States currently holds about 460 detainees at the Guantanamo prison, most of them without charges. Ten 
have been charged with crimes.

Washington says the prison is needed to prevent dangerous Al Qaeda and Taleban figures from returning to the 
battlefield and to extract information that may help prevent future attacks.

An editorial in the Arab News newspaper said the alleged suicide of the three men “has brought the case of all the 
forgotten detainees there into the spotlight.” 

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14655  SOURCE: Khaleej Times

 

MPs To Press Ministers on Torture Claims

Richard Norton-Taylor and Ian Cobain

The government will today come under pressure to disclose all it knows about how Benyam Mohammed, a British 
resident held in Guantánamo Bay, was seized in Pakistan in 2002, and the likelihood that he would be tortured when 
he was moved to American custody.

Mr Mohammed, 27, is accused of planning al-Qaida attacks. Following his arrest in Pakistan he was flown on a CIA 
rendition flight to Morocco, where he was allegedly tortured. The Council of Europe highlighted his case in a report this 
month in which the UK is accused not only of allowing the use of British airspace and airports, but of providing 
information used during his torture. Today, the all-party group on extraordinary rendition will hear there is strong 
prima facie evidence of British involvement in Mr Mohammed's seizure in Pakistan in 2002 and his subsequent secret 
transportation to Morocco and Afghanistan before been flown to the US camp in Cuba.

The former foreign secretary Jack Straw, told the Commons foreign affairs committee last year that while in jail in 
Karachi, Mr Mohammed was interviewed by a member of MI5. Mr Straw said MI5 had no role in his capture or in his 
transfer from Pakistan. He denied that the officer had noticed any evidence of torture, and said Mr Mohammed had 
not complained of ill-treatment. However, MPs say the Foreign Office has refused to cooperate with their requests for 
further information, according to Andrew Tyrie, Tory chairman of the group.

In his report for the Council of Europe this month the Swiss senator Dick Marty said Britain could be held responsible 
to a degree for the violation of Mr Mohammed's rights and was obliged to investigate his allegations of torture. He 
reported that Mr Mohammed was flown from Morocco to Afghanistan on a CIA charter aircraft.

Clive Stafford Smith, Mr Mohammed's lawyer, said: "My client is in Guantánamo Bay. He was born in Ethiopia but he 
lived in England, where he appreciated the sanctuary given to him from his own brutal government. The British 
government is beginning to look no less brutal."

Mr Tyrie said: "The Council of Europe has called on the UK to look into the rendition and apparent torture of Benyam 
Mohammed. Instead of agreeing to do so, the prime minister simply asserted that the report said nothing new."
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Mr Mohammed, 27, who grew up in Notting Hill, west London, was arrested at Karachi airport, allegedly for trying to 
travel on a false passport. He was transferred into US custody. While in Morocco, he says, he endured torture and 
confessed to being part of a "dirty bomb plot". He says he made complaints of ill-treatment to two British officers who 
interviewed him in Karachi, where he was whipped and beaten, and the ill-treatment then stopped.

In January 2004 Mr Mohammed was "rendered" by the US to the infamous "dark prison" in Afghanistan, where he 
says he endured torture for five months before he was flown to Guantánamo Bay.

He is expected to be tried this year by a US military commission at the detention camp. He denies the charges against 
him.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14653  SOURCE: The Guardian
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‘Yasser’s Body Bears Marks of Beating’
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Samir Al-Saadi & Ali Al-Jibreel, Arab News/Eqtisadiah 
  
Talal Al-Zahrani receiving mourners at his residence in Madinah following the death of his son Yasser. (AN photo by 
Yousuf Muhammad)    
  

JEDDAH, 19 June 2006 — The father of Yasser Al-Zahrani, one of the Saudis who died in Guantanamo Bay recently, 
dismissed US claims that his son had committed suicide and said there were bruises on his son’s body, which arrived 
in the Kingdom on Saturday together with that of Manie Shaman Al-Utaibi.

“There are marks on Yasser’s body that show that he was beaten. This is in spite of the fact that 20 days have passed 
since his death and the body had undergone reconditioning,” Brig. Talal Abdullah Al-Zahrani told Al-Eqtisadiah 
business daily, a sister publication of Arab News.

Al-Zahrani said he had seen part of Yasser’s body, including his head, face and chest, at Shumaisy Hospital.

US authorities returned Yasser’s body after conducting a postmortem. Yasser’s family has rejected the American 
postmortem report, which claims he had committed suicide, and called for another postmortem by a neutral body.

Al-Zahrani is also seeking legal advice in pursuing a claim against the US authorities. He accused Zionists and neocons 
in the American administration of masterminding his son’s death. Asked why he did not believe reports that Yasser 
had taken his own life, Al-Zahrani said, “My son was a strong believer and suicide is against the teachings of Islam. 
He had memorized the Holy Qur’an and the letters we received from him while he was in Guantanamo indicate that 
his faith was strong. In fact, he was looking forward to a reunion with his family,” he said.

He also pointed out that it was difficult for a Guantanamo prisoner to commit suicide as the cells at the prison are 
under thorough surveillance and movements are monitored by cameras. “Moreover, according to the statements of his 
friends in Gitmo he used to encourage them to face their difficult situation with patience,” said Al-Zahrani.

Al-Zahrani said he would continue his efforts together with human rights organizations within and outside the 
Kingdom to defend the rights of Gitmo prisoners.

Interior Ministry spokesman Maj. Gen. Mansour Al-Turki told Arab News that doctors are currently performing an 
autopsy on the two bodies to identify the cause of death. “This is a regular procedure in such cases.”

Al-Zahrani hoped that he would receive the results of the autopsy within a couple of days. “After that we will take 
Yasser’s body to Madinah to bury him there,” he said. He emphasized that the result of the Saudi autopsy would not 
change his conviction that the American authorities strangled his son.
 
http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14652  SOURCE: Arab News

Candid Response To Suicides Might Do In Guantanamo Chief

BY MICHAEL GORDON
Charlotte Observer

GUANTANAMO BAY, Cuba — A week ago, deep inside the wire, Col. Mike Bumgarner sounded as if he thought control 
of his prison had slipped away.

Three suicides had rocked Camp Delta. More nooses had been found in his prison. Bumgarner ordered a higher alert. 
This must stop, he said.

He asked his staff to break into red team/black team. One group tries to anticipate the detainees' next move, the 
other tries to counter it.

"I need the red people checking for me on what the hell is next," he told the room. "I can do some of that. But I'm not 
real good. I need your help."

6

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14652


Later, one of his behavior specialists began to make a point. "Sir, I'm sure you have this under control …''

"Trust me," Bumgarner interrupted. "We do not have this under control. If we did, none of this would ever have 
happened."

In a traditionally closed military society, Bumgarner is an open book. In the hours after the suicides, when some of his 
superiors wanted to close ranks, the North Carolina native kept a promise to throw open the doors on himself and his 
command.

But he also may have jeopardized his career.

LEADING BY VALUES

Ask Mike Bumgarner about the best year of his life, and he flashes back to Kings Mountain, N.C. He was a sophomore 
just hoping to make the team when he beat out a senior to start at quarterback.

He worked hard. He called his own plays. He had a knack for anticipating his opponent's next move.

But that was high school football.

This is Guantanamo Bay.

Here, at America's most controversial beachfront in the war on terrorism, Bumgarner has learned that he has no 
playbook to study and he's not universally cheered.

He despises the American abuses at Abu Ghraib. He is embarrassed by reports of similar activity at Camp Delta before 
he arrived in April 2005.

He believes leadership relies not on rules but on core values. So he insists his guards see their prisoners as human 
beings. He says he has helped improve conditions — more clothes, better food. He has made the prison more 
culturally sensitive.

All he wanted in return was the detainees' respect, a little trust, anything to build on.

Instead, he says, he and his troops face a daily jihad.

On May 18, prisoners staged one of the most violent protests in the 4½ years Guantanamo has served as a prison. 
Inmates faked a suicide attempt and lured guards into the prison's communal area, Camp 4, where they gather. 
There, the prisoners used fan blades and other weapons they had made to attack the guards, who fired rubber bullets.

Bumgarner later told FOX talk show host Bill O'Reilly: "I trusted them too much. The fans — I should have never let 
fans in that room. Why I ever allowed that to happen, I don't know. … I was being too nice."

This year, Bumgarner and his guards have been accused in federal court of using "extremely painful" techniques to 
end hunger strikes. They involve strapping detainees in a chair for two hours and feeding them through a tube in their 
nose.

Bumgarner and his medical director say the techniques are used on prisoners who have endangered their health. The 
colonel says guards use the chair to restrain patients. Doctors then use feeding techniques found in most American 
hospitals, the medical director says.

Suicide attempts have been climbing — 41 attempts by 25 different prisoners. One inmate has tried to kill himself 12 
times.

Prison critics say these are acts of desperation.

Bumgarner calls them acts of terrorism. He tells of one prisoner defecating into his hand, then slamming it into the 
face of a guard as she tried to feed him.

He describes the No. 4 cocktails — a combination of urine, feces, semen and spit — that regularly come flying.
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He believes he's protecting the world from depraved and dangerous men who challenge his leadership, discipline and 
values. He also must keep them alive.

Yet because of reports of past abuse and the Bush administration's refusal to try the detainees in U.S. courts, he 
knows part of the world sees him as a war criminal and a growing number of Americans oppose the very mission he 
holds so dear.

"He's protecting a way of life that only exists in our minds," says Charlotte, N.C., attorney Jeff Davis, a Marine 
Vietnam veteran who represented one of the three dead detainees. "He's protecting something that we used to have 
that we've allowed the government to take away."

Bumgarner believes the government's decision to house prisoners here is not his fight. He has a prison to run, and he 
swears he does it safely, humanely and openly.

Take a look, he tells prison visitors ranging from Sen. Ted Kennedy, D-Mass., to O'Reilly. We have nothing to hide.

"I'm not the enemy," he says he tells them. "At some point you just have to trust me."

Kennedy's visit worried, even scared, Bumgarner. Sen. Arlen Specter, R-Pa., grilled him for five hours.

"Once they see what we do, and the intelligence we have on these people, you can literally see a change, in their tone 
of voice, in their body language," he says.

Sen. Lindsey Graham, R-S.C., blames interrogation abuses at Guantanamo and Abu Ghraib prisons on legal shortcuts 
taken by the Justice Department.

He says Camp Delta, with its Honor Bound motto, is back on the right path.

"(It) speaks to the spirit of those who work under the colonel — from the guards to the interrogators. I'm proud of all 
of them."

FROM JERSEY TO UNIFORM

"Gate open," a voice calls out. A key goes into a lock. A heavy metal door swings wide to reveal unsmiling guards in 
camouflage. The door closes, a key turns. "Gate locked." The sentries snap off salutes to a superior officer.

"Honor bound, sir."

"Honor bound, soldier."

The camp slogan is "Honor Bound to Defend Freedom." How Bumgarner loves it, loves the work, loves the 1,000 
soldiers and sailors under his command.

He also admits loving a spotlight that hasn't burned so brightly since high school.

He never saw himself in a uniform — not after that one year at West Point when a bigger world taught him the true 
meaning of lowly.

He found himself doing calculus homework weeks before classes even started. He barely had time to call his girlfriend, 
much less see her. And everywhere he turned, he collided with some rule.

So he left. He's not proud of it. Back home in Kings Mountain, 20 miles west of Charlotte, he remembers his late 
father got straight to point. "You just threw away a $100,000 education. You got a plan?"

He thought he did: as a football player at Western Carolina. But then the NCAA told him he'd have to wait a year to 
play. There went his scholarship. There went his plan.

He joined Western's ROTC to get tuition. He studied criminal justice and dreamed of being a Secret Service agent or a 
football coach. Instead he became a military policeman.

He married the only girl he ever dated. They had two sons. A quarter century of Army towns and steady promotions 
flew by.
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"Every year I've been in the Army is the year I was getting out," he says. "All I wanted was to get back to North 
Carolina and be a cop."

And then it was April 5, 2005. Bumgarner got a call from Gen. Rod Johnson. He accepted Guantanamo Bay on the 
spot. Only later did he talk to his wife.

He thought the job would be easy given all the prison manpower he would wield. He laughs about that now.

Almost immediately, he found himself working 100-hour weeks. With Abu Ghraib as impetus, he began showing up on 
cellblocks at all hours, making sure his guards were in control of themselves as well as the prisoners.

From the beginning, he says, the prisoners fought him. Hunger strikes flared up and grew by the day. No matter how 
much better he made the conditions, he felt his prison kept getting hammered in the press.

He got a phone call. It was the older of his boys, the one that most closely shares his father's reverence for honor and 
duty.

"Dad," he asked, "what are you doing down there?"

Bumgarner was stunned. "For him to challenge me and question whether I was doing anything to compromise my 
integrity and his, well, it hurt me very deeply."

The command that once seemed so easy was well on its way to becoming the hardest thing he ever loved.

'I NEVER THOUGHT ANYONE WOULD DIE'

Just after midnight on June 10, guards in the prison's Camp I radioed "blizzard,'' shorthand for concurrent suicide 
attempts.

Three detainees had hanged themselves in their cells, forming nooses and ropes by ripping apart the extra clothing 
and bedding handed out by the prison. Later, Bumgarner said he was angry his generosity was used against him.

While the Pentagon tried to lock off the military base that day, Bumgarner opened Camp Delta to two Charlotte 
Observer journalists who flew in the same day of the suicides to do a long-scheduled story on the colonel.

For the next two days Bumgarner welcomed the pair in his war room as he and his staff discussed ways to make sure 
more suicides didn't take place.

As he took steps to tighten Camp Delta security, he seemed to enjoy having nonmilitary folks around. He spoke 
candidly — sometimes outrageously so — about his relationship with the detainees, "the brothers" as he calls them. 
"They're nothing short of a damn animal that can't be trusted," he said at one point.

Later, as Bumgarner received staff reports on the detainees, he meted out punishment like a judge.

One detainee has thrown his food. Food loaf — a meatloaf-like dish made of all the day's menu items ground together 
— for 48 hours, Bumgarner ordered.

Another had fought guards over his clothes. Put him in a smock, the colonel fired back.

To prevent more suicides, he told his staff, "I want you to keep an eye on the weak-willed folks because life in the 
camps is going to suck awhile."

Bumgarner did not mourn the three deaths. But he expressed deep disappointment that he had failed to keep them 
alive.

"I never thought anyone would die here," he said.

Bumgarner joined his visitors for the last time at lunch Tuesday. He and his senior staff talked about NASCAR, the 
colonel's Sunday night management training, which involved nothing more than potluck and "The Sopranos," and his 
upcoming appearance with O'Reilly. He looked like he needed sleep.
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Then, the 6-foot-2, 265-pound Bumgarner put a massive fried pork chop on his plate between two pieces of bread and 
raised it to his mouth.

"In honor of our three dead brothers," he said, before taking a resounding bite.

'RAWHIDE'

Bumgarner worships Ronald Reagan, whom the Secret Service knew as "Rawhide."

Here in Camp Delta, Bumgarner goes by the same name.

Like the late president, he clearly likes attention.

"Maybe it's like football or a part of my ego, but I get treated differently here," Bumgarner says. "The negative: 
Everything you do is under scrutiny."

He realizes he's much more talkative than many of his peers. He says he has regular run-ins with the military censors. 
He feels he has taken some hits from the media but says he tries to stay "open and proud."

His time here is scheduled to end June 30. His new assignment at Fort Leonard Wood in Missouri starts in August. 
First, the sense of failure surrounding the detainees' deaths must burn itself out.

"You know that the Jack Nicholson movie ("A Few Good Men") is right — nobody wants to know what we're doing 
here. It's not pleasant. It's just what we have to do."

For 14 months Bumgarner says he has done all he could to live up to the Camp Delta creed. One morning changed 
everything. He feels he's fallen short.

Has it ended his career, he's asked?

"We'll see," he says.

Reporter's note

Tuesday night, while packing to leave Guantanamo Bay, I called Bumgarner's cell phone to say goodbye. A strange 
voice answered. I thought I had dialed a wrong number, so I hung up.

Moments later, my phone rang. It was Navy Capt-select Katie Hampf, Bumgarner's second-in-command. She now had 
Bumgarner's phone, she explained, because she was acting prison commander.

She wouldn't say more.

The Pentagon would not talk about Bumgarner's status. A spokesman said Bumgarner's decision to allow us to listen 
in on staff meetings and observe other activities inside the prison "adds to an already complex and difficult situation.''

— Michael Gordon

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14662  SOURCE: Twincities.com

Who Wants To Close Guantanamo?

Amnesty International Bahrain has proposed an online petition to the US Congress for closing the 
detention centre at Guantanamo Bay in Cuba. So far, there are just over 2000 signatures. Maybe a few 
mouse clicks in support of brothers held inhumanely in a notorious prison camp are just too much to ask.

By Dr. Sahib Mustaqim Bleher 

 
Amnesty International Bahrain has proposed an online petition to the US Congress for closing the detention centre at 
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Guantanamo Bay in Cuba. The petition, entitled 10,000 Voices for Justice, also calls for the detainees not to be 
transferred to another country where they will face further violations of their human rights.

At the same time the UK has just deported a second detainee held without charge under terrorism legislation from 
Belmarsh High Security prison to Algeria. A home office spokesman said that "The British government is grateful to 
the Algerian authorities for their co-operation in facilitating the deportation of this individual." Whatever assurances 
the Algerian government might have given about not mistreating people deported to them from Britain, they are, 
given their factual record of human rights abuses, hardly worth the paper it was written on – that is if anything was 
ever put in writing at all.

The Guantanamo Bay concentration camp, detention without charge and trial, extraordinary rendition flights – they all 
indicate that the principles of accountability of the state and legal protection for its citizens, which Western countries 
claim to uphold, have become a farce. East London saw the second occasion of an innocent man being shot by anti-
terrorism police. Luckily for the Bengali Mohammed Abdul Kahar he survived, unlike the Brazilian Charles de Menezes 
murdered in cold blood on the London underground in July last year.

Police have apologised in this latest Hollywood style crime bust, but the apology was half-hearted since at the same 
time they stated that they had no choice, and Home Secretary John Reid even warned that there would have to be 
more raids like that in the future. He also said: “The police are acting in the best interests of the whole community in 
order to protect the whole community and therefore deserve the support of the whole community in doing what is 
often a very dangerous job often involving difficult decisions.” This sounds very much like Alice in Wonderland. It is 
based on the assumption that the moment innocent people are targeted in an anti-terror raid, they are no longer 
innocent. The truth is that the whole community suffered a grave injustice at the hands of the police and can no 
longer feel safe from being terrorised by government sponsored hysteria. Allegedly the whole episode was brought on 
by a hoax call on an anti-terror hotline. If you have neighbours you don't like, now you know what to do about it.

What recent events also show is that the general public has lost its conscience and become insensitive to the 
injustices perpetrated by the state in their name. This even includes the Muslim communities who are the express 
target of the draconian measures put into place after government-sponsored terror acts like 9/11 or 7/7. The prophet 
of Islam, Muhammad – peace be with him – described the Muslim nation (ummah) as like a single body which reacts 
with shaking and fever if any of its limbs suffers. I am doubtful whether this is still the case. The petition mentioned at 
the beginning of this article only aims for a humble 10,000 signatures. So far, there are just over 2000. Maybe a few 
mouse clicks in support of brothers held inhumanely in a notorious prison camp are just too much to ask.

-- Dr. Sahib Mustaqim Bleher is a German living in England, a Muslim and a pilot - in the oppressive neo-fascist 
climate of today, this means walking a tight rope. And it requires speaking out. He has done so through articles, 
pamphlets and books, many of which are available via his FlyingImam web site which you can visit at:   
 http://flyingimam.blogspot.com
  
http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14661  SOURCE: Mathaba.net

Sending Shameful Signals

By James Carroll

``NO QUESTION Guantanamo sends, you know, a signal," President Bush said last week. ``It provides an excuse, for 
example, to say the United States is not upholding the values that they're trying to encourage other countries to 
adhere to." This frank admission is anomalous, of course, because President Bush intends to maintain the prison 
complex in Cuba indefinitely. And every day that he does so, the signal sent grows louder.

It didn't take the recent suicides of three detainees to make known Guantanamo's character as a center of human-
rights violations. A sorry list of accusations and criticisms has besmirched the place, including charges of deliberate 
insult to the religion of Muslims and interrogation practices that are ``tantamount to torture." Tony Blair and Kofi 
Annan have called for its closure, and last week the European Parliament passed a resolution doing the same. This 
week, President Bush is likely to face criticism on the question at the summit meeting in Vienna. Representatives of 
the International Committee of the Red Cross, meanwhile, are at Guantanamo to learn more about the three suicides, 
which one US official characterized as ``acts of asymmetric warfare." The US Supreme Court is expected to rule soon 
on Hamdan v. Rumsfeld, a case involving questions of detainee rights at Guantanamo and the powers of military 
commissions to try terror suspects held there.

But all of this unfolds in the context identified by President Bush himself -- that of ``values" represented by this 
astounding American prison. How might perceptions of the United States be different today, especially in Arab and 
Muslim worlds, if the hundreds of prisoners captured in Afghanistan in 2001 had been treated with scrupulous 
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adherence to the highest standards of international law; if they had been provided lawyers, promptly charged, and 
brought to public trials -- all showing that the United States treats even its purported enemies as persons with rights, 
worthy of due process? Had we followed such a course, our nation would have put its best values on display, a not 
incidental rebuttal to the demonizing of America as a great Satan. But such a course would have been more than 
propaganda. It would have been a defining act, proof that we are the good and exceptional people we think we are.

Just such a thing happened before. After World War II, many Allied leaders, led by Joseph Stalin and Winston 
Churchill, assumed that captured Nazis, whose war crimes were evident, should be summarily executed. But others, 
led especially by US Secretary of War Henry L. Stimson, understood the importance of dealing with the major 
criminals according to scrupulous legal procedures. The result was the Nuremberg Tribunals, where the rights of 
defendants, even those defendants, were affirmed. Those trials, lasting from 1945 to 1949, involving more than 200 
accused war criminals, demonstrated the values for which the United States had just fought the brutal war. More than 
that: In a recovery from brutality, the Nuremberg trials rescued those values.

The opposite has been occurring in Guantanamo Bay. Prisoners were taken there in the first place in an obvious end 
run around the jurisdiction of courts inside the United States, a blatant statement that traditional legal procedures 
would not apply. (The US military base itself is a blatant statement that, concerning Cuba, normal requirements of 
national sovereignty do not apply.) Such cynical exceptionalism was reinforced when the captured men were 
categorized as ``enemy combatants" instead of ``prisoners of war," a ploy to dodge standards set by the Geneva 
Accords of 1949 (which themselves came out of the spirit reflected at Nuremberg). Little thought seems to have been 
given even now to the consequences for Americans when they are captured in future conflicts by enemies who will 
surely cite Guantanamo as precedent for methods tantamount to torture.

Guantanamo defenders define the enterprise as an exercise in intelligence gathering, but it has been years since any 
of those prisoners could have provided meaningful information about enemy intentions or capacity. Something else 
accounts for this cruelty, this illegality. Instead of the dignity of Nuremberg, it evokes the shame of the World War II 
incarceration of Japanese-Americans. Racial hatred, revenge, a blind belief in toughness -- these are the values that 
America is ``signaling" in Cuba. After 9/11, we were determined that our enemies would not wound us again. They 
did not have to. We have wounded ourselves -- nowhere more destructively than at Guantanamo. The time is long 
past for the disgraceful American prison to be closed. Likewise the imperial base itself.

James Carroll's column appears regularly in the Globe. 

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14651  SOURCE: Boston Globe

Guantanamo's Waning Days

By JOANNE MARINER 

Just when it seemed that international condemnation of the U.S. detention facility at Guantanamo could not be any 
stronger, three detainees held there were found dead in their cells. The triple suicide - an "act of asymmetrical 
warfare" in the words of the camp commander - spurred additional calls for the camp's closure.

Within days, the European Parliament had voted overwhelmingly in favor of a motion calling on the United States to 
shut down the facility. A host of European leaders echoed the request, and the issue promises to be in the spotlight at 
a European-U.S. summit this week.

Asked point-blank at a recent news conference, "Why shouldn't Guantanamo be closed now?," President Bush 
indicated that he too would like to shut down the camp. Acknowledging that Guantanamo has damaged America's 
image overseas, he suggested that the facility leads some to conclude that the United States does not respect the 
values it pretends to espouse.

No one - even the camp's relative defenders -- would at this point call Guantanamo a success. A failed experiment, it 
exists out of inertia, not out of interest. The open questions posed now are when will it close, and how.

Of Frying Pans and Fires

Some 460 people are still detained at Guantanamo: Afghans, Yemenis, Saudis, Algerians, Jordanians, and many 
others. While Guantanamo's closure would be tremendously important in symbolic terms - as a rejection of indefinite, 
lawless detention - for these detainees, it would offer hope that they will see their families for the first time in years.
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For many detainees, Guantanamo's closure would mean that they would either be criminally prosecuted or released. 
President Bush and other U.S. officials have already indicated that some sizeable proportion of current Guantanamo 
detainees will be sent back to their home countries. Most countries that have received detainees so far have released 
them, though a few detainees have been put on trial, and a smaller number - including some sent to Saudi Arabia - 
have been held in detention without charge.

One of the most difficult questions is what to do with those detainees who reasonably fear torture or other abuse in 
the country to which they would be returned. Perhaps surprisingly - though less so if one considers their treatment at 
Guantanamo - many detainees from notoriously abusive countries still prefer to return home.

The Saudi detainees, for example, are said to overwhelming desire a return to Saudi Arabia. They may expect some 
months of arbitrary detention, or even the possibility of physical abuse, but after years at Guantanamo, they are 
willing to risk it. While international standards forbid a country to return someone where he is likely to be tortured, if 
a detainee decides not to raise the claim then it may never be assessed.

The frying-pan-and-fire problem is obvious. Keep a detainee at Guantanamo long enough, and he might be willing to 
go anywhere. It raises clear concerns when the desire to escape one abusive situation leads someone "voluntarily" to 
opt for a different one.

Libyans, Uighurs and Others who Cannot Return Home

Still, while many Yemenis, Saudis, Afghans, etc., are eager to go home, a minority of detainees - perhaps a very small 
minority - strenuously oppose any return. For this group, which includes the Uighurs (a Muslim ethnicity in China) and 
a number of Libyans, the odds of serious abuse are just too high. 

What to do with these detainees is one of the pending questions of the day. Manfred Nowak, the U.N. expert on 
torture, has called on European countries to help bear the burden of accepting such released detainees. 

"It is not enough to criticize," he said on German public radio the other day. "Criticism means you have to be 
constructive."

Nowak believes Europeans should exert pressure on the U.S. to close the camp, but such pressure will only be 
meaningful when paired with a European willingness to offer help. 

Albania, which recently accepted five Chinese Uighurs, might be viewed as a model for this approach, except that its 
willingness to take in the Uighurs seemed not to reflect any concern for Guantanamo, but rather a simple concern for 
furthering U.S.-Albanian relations. (And Albania, unfortunately, offers little hope for the ex-detainees' integration.)

Another Abu Ghraib

Like Abu Ghraib, Guantanamo is now an internationally-known symbol of American disregard for basic rights. Closing 
it - while ensuring that released detainees do not suffer continued abuse -- will be an important step toward salvaging 
America's reputation as a country of laws.

Joanne Mariner is a New York-based human rights attorney. Her previous columns on Guantanamo, Abu Ghraib, and 
the "war on terror" may be found in the FindLaw archive. 

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14650  SOURCE: Findlaw.com

Guantanamo Injustice

President Bush made a remarkable confession last month. He said the biggest mistake made in Iraq was Abu Ghraib: 
"We've been paying for that for a long period of time."

We are paying for another notorious prison as well - Guantanamo Bay in Cuba. The un-American practices in that dark 
den of iniquity are bringing shame on this nation.
 
Prisoners there are winning the war of world sympathy with their indefinite detentions; with their tales of humiliation, 
isolation and worse; and with three suicides on June 10. Almost as disturbing as the hangings was one State 
Department official's coldhearted comment that the deaths were "a good PR move." 
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Human rights workers say despair, not public relations, is behind the dozens of suicide attempts at the detention 
center since it started holding suspected al-Qaida and Taliban members four years ago. Only 10 of the 460 prisoners 
now there have been charged with crimes before U.S. military tribunals created after the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks. 

The U.S. Supreme Court is expected to decide this month on the legitimacy of those tribunals. Defense attorneys 
would rather take their chances with U.S. courts than these makeshift military "commissions."

Some inmates have been held at Guantanamo since 2002 without charges. Some say they live in small windowless 
cells for months with no outside contact. (An Afghan delegation that visited last week declared prison conditions 
"humane," but U.N. human rights monitors have been denied access.) Some allege torture.

Yes, some suspects are probably very dangerous. But unjust treatment can make them more so and turn them into 
martyrs. It can encourage reciprocation against U.S. citizens on foreign lands. To dehumanize prisoners and to deny 
them justice belies our claim to represent, in the president's words, "the civilized world."

Critics calling for the camp's shutdown range from the European Parliament to Rick Warren, the American mega-
church minister. Even the president has said Guantanamo should close. Yet he's set no date, and the prison is 
expanding to house 100 more captives.

His administration, meanwhile, is trying to negotiate the transfer of the majority of detainees to their native countries 
of Afghanistan, Saudi Arabia and Yemen.

A famous 1841 case has eerie similarities to Guantanamo, as writer Jeremy Brecher pointed out in a Commentary 
essay in 2003. Africans kidnapped from Sierra Leone to be sold as slaves seized control of the Spanish slave ship 
carrying them, the Amistad. The ship was intercepted by U.S. officials and towed to New London.

The federal government wanted to turn the captives over to Spain. But their lawyer, former president John Quincy 
Adams, asked the Supreme Court, "Have the officers of the U.S. Navy a right to seize men ... and carry them by force 
and against their will to another state, without warrant or form of law?" 

It was wrong, Adams successfully argued, that "the executive of the United States, on his own authority, without 
evidence, without warrant of law, should seize ... and send beyond seas 40 men, to be tried for their lives."

It still is. 
 
http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14649  SOURCE: Courant.com

Detainees in Despair - Mourad Benchellali

By MOURAD BENCHELLALI
Lyon, France

I WAS released from the United States military's prison camp at Guantánamo Bay, Cuba, in July 2004. As I was about 
to board a plane that would take me home to France, the last detainee I saw was a young Yemeni. He was 
overwhelmed by emotion. 

"In your country, Mourad, there are rights, human rights, and they mean something," he said. "In mine they mean 
nothing, and no one cares. So when you're free, don't forget what you've been through. Tell people that we are here." 
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I now know that this Yemeni was not among the three prisoners who committed suicide at Guantánamo last weekend, 
but since then his words have been echoing in my head. Although I'm now a free man, the shared pain endlessly 
takes me back to the camp.

In the early summer of 2001, when I was 19, I made the mistake of listening to my older brother and going to 
Afghanistan on what I thought was a dream vacation. His friends, he said, were going to look after me. They did — 
channeling me to what turned out to be a Qaeda training camp. For two months, I was there, trapped in the middle of 
the desert by fear and my own stupidity. 

As soon as my time was up, I headed home. I was a few miles from the Pakistani border when I learned with horror 
about the attacks of 9/11. Days later, the border was sealed off, and the only way through to Pakistan and a plane to 
Europe was across the mountains of the Hindu Kush. I was with a group of people who were all going the same way. 
No one was armed; most of them, like me, had been lured to Afghanistan by a misguided and mistimed sense of 
adventure, and were simply trying to make their way home. 

I was seized by the Pakistani Army while having tea at a mosque shortly after I managed to cross the border. A few 
days later I was delivered to the United States Army: although I didn't know it at the time, I was now labeled an 
"enemy combatant." It did not matter that I was no one's enemy and had never been on a battlefield, let alone fought 
or aimed a weapon at anyone. 

After two weeks in the American military base in Kandahar, Afghanistan, I was sent to Guantánamo, where I spent 
two and a half years. I cannot describe in just a few lines the suffering and the torture; but the worst aspect of being 
at the camp was the despair, the feeling that whatever you say, it will never make a difference. 

You repeat yourself over and over again to interrogators from the military intelligence, the F.B.I., the C.I.A. The first 
time you hear "Your case is being processed," your heart, seizing on the hopeful possibilities in those words, skips a 
beat. After months of disappointment, you try to develop an immunity to hope, but hope is an incurable disease. 

I remember once an interrogator warming me up during several sessions for a polygraph test I was going to take, 
that was, according to him, infallible. After I took the test, I was left alone in the interrogation room; an hour later, 
the interrogator returned. "Congratulations," he said grimly. "You have passed the test." And he gave me a box of 
candy. 

In the outside world, I thought, the difference between telling the truth and lying, between committing a crime and 
not committing it, is the difference between being in jail and being free. In Guantánamo, it is a box of candy. 

I was eventually released and I will go on trial next month in Paris to face charges that I've never denied, that I spent 
two months in the Qaeda camp. I have a court date, I'm facing a judge, and I have a lawyer, unimaginable luxuries in 
Guantánamo. I didn't know the three detainees who died, but it is easy for me to see how this daily despair and 
uncertainty could lead to suicide. 

During my captivity, I saw many acts of individual rebellion, from screaming to hunger strikes and suicide attempts. 
"They are smart, they are creative, they are committed," said Rear Adm. Harry Harris, who commands the camp. 
"They have no regard for life, neither ours nor their own. I believe this was not an act of desperation, but an act of 
asymmetrical warfare waged against us." 

I am a quiet Muslim — I've never waged war, let alone an asymmetrical one. I wasn't anti-American before and, 
miraculously, I haven't become anti-American since. In Guantánamo, I did see some people for whom jihad is life 
itself, people whose minds are distorted by extremism and whose souls are full of hatred. But the huge majority of the 
faces I remember — the ones that haunt my nights — are of desperation, suffering, incomprehension turned into 
silent madness. 

I believe that a small number of the detainees at Guantánamo are guilty of criminal acts, but as analysis of the 
military's documents on the prisoners has shown, there is no evidence that most of the 465 or so men there have 
committed hostile acts against the United States or its allies. Even so, what I heard so many times resounding from 
cage to cage, what I said myself so many times in my moments of complete despondency, was not, "Free us, we are 
innocent!" but "Judge us for whatever we've done!" There is unlimited cruelty in a system that seems to be unable to 
free the innocent and unable to punish the guilty.

Mourad Benchellali has written a book about his experience in a Qaeda camp andat Guantánamo Bay, with Antoine 
Audouard, who assisted in the writing of this article and translated it from the French.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14648  SOURCE: New York Times
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June 20, 2006

Harsh Conditions Probable Reason For Gitmo Suicides: UN Experts

* UNHR experts call for immediate closure of Guantanamo Bay jail

By Ali Waqar 

LAHORE: The recent suicides by inmates at America’s Guantanamo Bay prison were probably due to the harsh and 
prolonged condition of their detention, according to the five experts of United Nations Commission for Human Rights 
and Special Rapporteurs, including Pakistani Asma Jahangir.

“The simultaneous suicide of three detainees in the Guantánamo military base on June 10, 2006, was to a certain 
extent foreseeable in light of the harsh and prolonged conditions of their detention and reinforces the need for the 
urgent closure of the detention centre,” they said in a joint statement.

The experts are the chairman rapporteur of the Working Group on Arbitrary Detention, Leila Zerrougui; the special 
rapporteur on the independence of judges and lawyers, Leandro Despouy; the special rapporteur on torture and other 
cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment, Manfred Nowak; the special rapporteur on freedom of religion 
or belief, Asma Jahangir; and the special rapporteur on the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest 
attainable standard of physical and mental health, Paul Hunt. They have repeatedly requested, without success, that 
the US government allow them to interview Guantánamo detainees in private, according to the terms of reference 
applicable to all special procedures for their country visits.

“As they were not allowed to carry out such a visit, the five experts produced a report on in February 2006 in which 
they pointed out the arbitrary nature of the detentions; the violation of judicial guarantees and other elements of the 
right to a fair trial; the lack of access to competent and independent tribunals established by law; the inhuman and 
degrading nature of the conditions of detention, in various cases amounting to torture; the harmful impact of those 
conditions on the health and life of those persons; and the attacks against the religious beliefs and dignity of the 
detainees.” 

Given the three suicides, the experts wished to draw particular attention to the report’s findings concerning the 
mental health of detainees. The report warned that “the treatment of detainees since their arrests, and the conditions 
of their confinement, have had profound effects on the mental health of many of them”. The report also concluded: 
“The totality of the conditions of their confinement at Guantanamo Bay constitute a right to health violation because 
they derive from a breach of duty and have resulted in profound deterioration of the mental health of many 
detainees”. 

The suicides “confirmed the relevance of the report’s recommendations and the urgency for their implementation”, 
said the experts. They said the general conditions of detention, in particular the uncertainty about the length of 
detention and prolonged solitary confinement, amount to “inhuman treatment and to a violation of the right to 
health”. The force-feeding of inmates on hunger strike “violates the right to health as well as the ethical duties of any 
health professionals who may be involved,” the report said. Jehangir said in her part of the report that the US 
government had authorised interrogation techniques of degrading certain religions, and had also confirmed the 
desecration of at least five copies of the Quran in the prison. It was also reported that these techniques were used 
before prayer times and that in some cases, detainees were not allowed to wash themselves before and therefore 
were unable to pray. “The list of officially approved interrogation techniques by the US government in force nowadays 
allowed for the removal of religious items (eg the Holy Quran). This constitutes an impermissible limitation on the 
right to freedom of religion or belief of detainees,” she said.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14692  SOURCE: Daily Times

Top UN Official Calls For Shutting Guantanamo
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A top U.N. official on Monday urged the United States to close down its prison camp at Guantanamo Bay, but 
acknowledged his appeal to the "American conscience" is unlikely to make any difference. 

Mark Malloch Brown, U.N. Secretary-General Kofi Annan's most senior deputy, said during a visit to Malaysia that 
there is "no doubt about the U.N.'s stand" on wanting the prison camp in Cuba to be wound up. 

"This is a country which considers itself a world leader on human rights," said Malloch Brown, who created a stir 
earlier this month when he said the United States relies on the U.N. diplomatically but refuses to defend it before its 
critics at home. 

"You are doing yourself no favors by keeping Guantanamo Bay going. It's just not good for the U.S. reputation," 
Malloch Brown told a news conference for Malaysian journalists. A recording of the news conference was obtained by 
The Associated Press. 

Malloch Brown is in Malaysia to inaugurate a U.N.-backed forum on using information technology to reach 
development targets. 

About 460 suspected al-Qaida and Taliban fighters are incarcerated at the Cuban prison camp; most have been held 
for more than four years without charges. President George W. Bush has said he is waiting for a Supreme Court ruling 
on whether inmates can face military tribunals before he considers whether to close the facility. 

The conduct of the U.S. military came into fresh focus after the suicide on June 10 by three Guantanamo Bay 
detainees, two Saudi men and one Yemeni man. The U.N. human rights agency said that the suicides could have been 
anticipated and the focus now should be on closing the facility. 

Malloch Brown said powerful countries such as the U.S. do not necessarily have to abide by U.N. suggestions. 

"The U.N. is not very good at making countries change their ways overnight. ... But I would bet you now that 
Guantanamo Bay will not be there in 10 years. In fact, I wonder if it will be there in even a year," he said. 

"In the case of Guantanamo Bay, it is an appeal to the American conscience," he said. 

EU lawmakers have also urged the United States to stop subjecting prisoners to what they called arbitrary detention in 
violation of international legal and human rights standards, and to stop using interrogation techniques such as 
dunking detainees in water, shackling them to the floor to limit movement, and sexually humiliating them. 

On a separate issue, Malloch Brown said the U.N. will also continue to work closely with the Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations to bring about democratic change in military-ruled Myanmar. 

"Certainly with Myanmar, it has been one of the slowest, most glacial in terms of trying to get political progress," he 
said. 

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14686  SOURCE: China Post.com

Guantanamo Row To Cast Shadow Over EU-U.S. Summit

By William Schomberg

BRUSSELS, June 19 (Reuters) - President George W. Bush will hear loud calls to close the Guantanamo Bay prison 
camp when he meets EU leaders this week, seeking to bolster cooperation in fighting terrorism.

Bush will be in Vienna for an annual European Union-U.S. summit on Wednesday at which issues of trade, investment 
and securing long-term energy supplies will also be on the agenda.

Trans-Atlantic tensions have eased since a split between Washington and many EU countries in the run-up to the 
U.S.-led invasion of Iraq in 2003, raising hopes the two powers can work together on key interests, including cracking 
down on terrorism financing.
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But differences remain, notably over Guantanamo and European concerns that the fight against terrorism is making 
the United States more protectionist, leading to attempts by the U.S. Congress to tighten rules on foreign ownership 
of U.S. companies.

Johannes Laitenberger, a spokesman for European Commission President Jose Manuel Barroso, said Brussels agreed 
with Washington that terrorism was a global threat.

"But we must be sure that in combating terrorism we do not ourselves damage our democratic and legal systems. 
Nobody should be in a legal vacuum," he told reporters on Monday.

Last week, current EU president Austria said the suicides of three Arab detainees at Guantanamo further underlined 
the need to close the U.S. prison camp, which holds about 460 foreigners.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14683  SOURCE: Reuters

Omar Khadr's Lawyers Facing Hurdles

Canadian Press

WASHINGTON -- Two Canadian lawyers still waiting to join Omar Khadr's defence team must first satisfy U.S. officials 
that they'll be available to face charges if they break military commission rules.

Edmonton lawyer Nathan Whitling said Monday that he and Dennis Edney have met two of three American conditions, 
including getting secret-level security clearance and proving they're active in Alberta's law society.

But U.S. and Canadian officials are still haggling over whether extradition rules between the two countries are strong 
enough to guarantee the men would be sent south if they break any court orders or reveal secret documents.

"The delay is frustrating,'' said Whitling. "We're a little in the dark.''

He's pleased, however, that pre-trial legal motions in the Canadian teenager's murder case have been delayed.

Khadr was scheduled to appear at a military tribunal June 26 in Guantanamo Bay.

But the U.S. military announced Monday they're extending a stay on war crimes tribunals following three recent 
alleged suicides at the prison camp.

The administration is also awaiting a Supreme Court decision, expected by the end of June, on the constitutionality of 
the military trials set up by President George W. Bush for suspected terrorists.

"We're glad there's an injunction,'' said Whitling. "We just haven't had enough time to prepare for the case, They've 
had four years, we've had four months.''

Khadr's military lawyer, Lt.-Col. Colby Vokey, recently spent three weeks in Afghanistan and Pakistan preparing for 
the case, which hasn't yet been rescheduled.

The teen is one of only 10 among some 460 detainees at the U.S. naval base who have been charged.

He faces life in prison for allegedly killing a U.S. medic in Afghanistan and other charges. Khadr requested Canadian 
lawyers at his military hearings in January.

Whitling and Edney, if accepted, will not be full participants but foreign attorney consultants.

That means they can meet with Khadr, help prepare for trial and attend the hearings.

But they can't make submissions or sit at the defence table.

Defense benefits from delays
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Marine Lt. Col. Colby Vokey, one of Khadr's defense attorneys, said he just returned on Wednesday from a three-week 
trip to Afghanistan and Pakistan, where he searched for witnesses and gathered evidence. He and Nathan Whitling, 
Khadr's civilian attorney, said they could use the postponement to better prepare a defense, saying the prosecution 
has had more time.

"Those guys have had four years to prepare their case and are trying to get us to jump into trial after only four 
months," Whitling said in a phone interview from Edmonton, Canada. "We're pleased about this additional time to 
prepare, because we'll need it."

Vokey said his trip was a difficult one, particularly in Afghanistan.

"You have to travel with a whole lot of security," he said. "The country is still a dangerous place. Communications are 
poor ... people move quite frequently. You're not sure if the people you're talking to are being forthright, and they 
may distrust Americans."

A cloud of uncertainty also hangs over the Guantanamo Bay hearings as the Supreme Court decides whether the Bush 
administration overstepped its authority in ordering military trials for suspected al-Qaida and Taliban militants. The 
court will rule before June 30.

The first military trials held by the United States since World War II are slated to begin in the fall. Khadr is one of 10 
detainees charged with crimes. About 460 men are held at the isolated base in eastern Cuba.

"We're all waiting on what the decision is, and what the scope of the decision is," said Vokey.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14680  SOURCE: CTV.ca, Chron.com

Amnesty Wants EU To Push US To Close Guantanamo

MADRID (Reuters) - The European Union should demand that the United States shut the Guantanamo Bay prison 
camp and open detention centers around the world to outside observers, Amnesty International said on Tuesday 
before an EU-U.S. summit.

Current EU president Austria, which will host the summit on Wednesday, has said that the deaths of three Arab 
prisoners in Guantanamo Bay underlined the need to close the prison, which holds 460 people.

Amnesty International said the European Union should also demand clear explanations of the United States' 
"rendition" program -- flying prisoners via Europe to detention centers.

"After four years, the EU finally seems ready to demand the closure of Guantanamo," Dick Oosting, the head of the 
human rights group's EU office, said in a statement.

"That is a positive step, but the EU cannot ignore other detention centers or the complicity of its own member states 
in the rendition program used to send prisoners to Guantanamo and other places," he added in a statement issued in 
Spanish.

Amnesty International said the EU should demand all detention centers be opened to independent psychologists and 
doctors as well as human rights groups and the United Nations to check if they met international law and standards.

"In Iraq and Afghanistan, the U.S. authorities are still holding thousands of people, denying them justice and possibly 
exposing them to torture or mistreatment," it said.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14679  SOURCE: Reuters

Guantanamo Tribunals Suspended Till July 10

By CAROL ROSENBERG
crosenberg@MiamiHerald.com
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Pentagon officials notified lawyers this morning that the Military Commissions at Guantánamo are closed until July 10 
at the very earliest.

The Department of Defense froze President Bush's war court on June 10, soon after revealing that three captives had 
committed apparent suicide inside their cells at the offshore prison camps.

None of the three men, two Saudis and a Yemeni, were facing charges before the first U.S. war crimes tribunal since 
World War II.

But, the U.S. Supreme Court is expected to rule by the end of the month on the question of whether the commissions 
format is constitutional.

Attorneys for a Yemeni man who admits he worked as Osama bin Laden's driver brought the challenge through federal 
courts, saying the commissions as constructed don't provide basic U.S. protections -- and are at odds with 
international treaty obligations.

Navy Lt. Cmdr. Charlie Swift, the Yemeni's government-appointed lawyer, said he was visiting his client, Salim 
Hamdan, this week at Guantánamo.

The Pentagon last week emptied the base of independent media and civilian attorneys in light of the suicides. Swift's 
visit to the sprawling prison camp complex overlooking the Caribbean was believed to be the first by a lawyer since 
the Pentagon canceled all attorney visits Wednesday. A Pentagon spokesman, Navy Lt. Cmdr. Jeffrey Gordon, cited as 
reason for the canceled visits ``operational support of the investigation related to the detainee suicides.''

Meantime, the Department of Defense Office of Military Commissions notified attorneys this morning that retired Maj. 
Gen. John Altenburg, overseeing the process, has decided to continue the freeze through a session scheduled to end 
July 7.

That means the earliest the commission could hold session is on Monday, July 10. Moreover, the next session now 
scheduled starts July 24.

"Looking into the crystal ball, we're probably unlikely to do anything before the 24th of July," said Marine Col. Dwight 
Sullivan, chief defence counsel in the tribunals.

July 3-7 pretrial hearings had been scheduled in the case of Canadian captive Omar Khadr.

Khadr, 19, is accused of committing murder as a war crime for allegedly throwing a grenade that killed a U.S. Army 
Special Forces medic during a firefight in Afghanistan.

According to military accounts, U.S. forces attacked a suspected al Qaeda compound where Khadr was staying, and 
both Khadr and two U.S. soldiers were wounded in the firefight, one fatally. He was 15 years old at the time.

Separately, another military lawyer representing a Guantánamo captive is asking the Pentagon to move its war crimes 
court from the isolated base in southeast Cuba.

Army Maj. Tom Fleener filed the motion last week, hours after the reporters were removed from the Navy base, 
seeking a venue where Military Commissions news coverage could be assured.

''The logistical difficulties of attempting to have a trial down there are overwhelming,'' said Fleener, a reservist who 
was mobilized from work as an assistant federal public defender in Wyoming. ``I am especially disturbed by the 
Pentagon's actions in kicking all media off of the island.''

Fleener has been detailed to defend alleged al Qaeda propagandist Ali Hamza al Bahlul, a Yemeni who has declined his 
U.S. military appointed counsel and seeks to act as his own attorney.

Military spokesmen said a basic nuts and bolts tour for foreign media will be held tomorrow with one journalist each 
from England and France.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14678  SOURCE: Bradenton Herald
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Organs Removed From Yemeni's Body Prior to Repatriation

Yemeni Gitmo detainee’s body emptied prior to repatriation Al-Salimi’s Gitmo suicide denied 
 
Yemen Times Staff

 

SANA’A, June 18 – Ali Abdullah Al-Salimi denied that his son Salah Addin, who U.S. 
authorities at the Guantánamo Bay detention center in Cuba declared dead by 

suicide, committed such an act, saying, “I don’t believe the story that my son committed suicide. He couldn’t do so 
because he was Muslim and true Muslims don’t commit suicide, as this is prohibited in Islam. My son was strongly 
devoted to his faith and religion.”

Instead, the father asserted that U.S. soldiers killed his son and said he won’t bury him until his body is checked 
legitimately by an international committee. He also sent a cable of condolence to the friendly American people for “the 
death of their consciences” as he said. He called upon them to reconsider and not make Arab and Islamic people hate 
and detest them, emphasizing that they should reconsider the situation at Guantánamo and other U.S. detainments.

“The corpse is empty,” Sheikh Abdullah al-Salmi says of his son Salahu al-Din, brought dead from Guantanamo Bay, 
and adds that prior to burying his son, he first wants to see a closure of what he calls “the grave of the alive people.”  

“I can’t receive an entirely empty body. I don’t mind if it is buried or not. He is alive nearby his God,” he says. 
Commenting on the claims that his son took his life himself, he inquired “should the hangman be the doctor as well, 
should the perpetrator be the judge as well?” 

Al-Salmi said he should be congratulated for the martyrdom of his son and the American people should be given 
condolence for the death of their conscience. He called on them to “stand accountable for their acts and not turn 
Arabs and Muslims into foes. He warned them of “awakening the sleeping Islamic giant.”

“My son is alive and free now. But you the international community has to close that mass grave ‘Guantanamo' which 
is full of alive innocents,” said the father. “The leaders of that ‘black house’ should fall and all secret prisons should be 
filled up.”

In a press conference last Sunday, Yemeni Parliament members and lawyers denied the U.S. story regarding Salah 
Addin’s suicide, demanding a fact-finding committee to disclose the truth and requesting Yemen’s government to 
move for releasing other Yemeni Guantánamo detainees.

Najeeb Ghanem, former Minister of Health and head of Parliament’s Health and Population Committee, declared that 
Salah Addin’s body was emptied of all that could provide information about his death, including his blood vessels, 
bowels, brain, heart, kidneys and liver, which he alleged U.S. specialists intentionally removed.

He further noted that the U.S.-issued death certificate states Al-Salimi was dead as he hung himself stressing that 
HOOD might consult international experts to investigate into this matter. 

The father of the martyr, as he prefers to be called, and his family were not immediately allowed to see the body of 
Salah--only a day after the arrival of the corpse, by permission from the public prosecutor, as that is a sensitive 
matter according to a HOOD official. 

“The body is, however, likely to be not conducive to autopsy when the international forensic experts arrive for re-
dissecting him,” Ahmed Arman, the secretary of the National Organization for Defense of Rights and Freedoms 
(HOOD) said. 

“The body in one of the Sana’a hospital is not in a temperature less than 50 degrees below zero, which means it can’t 
be suitable to dissect appropriately.” 

HOOD the lawyers of Salah’s family will be taking a legal action against the US administration on behalf of Salah’s 
family. 

Allaw demanded an international probe into the incident. “We appeal to the conscience of the world to close this jail 
and other jails, some of which are in the Arab and Islamic worlds”. 
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“All indications are that Salahu al-Din didn’t kill himself. The Americans dissected the body in a way that makes it very 
hard to trace any signs of torture or cause of death. There should have been international experts dissecting him or at 
least a dissection in the presence of Yemeni experts. Besides, the Guantanamo jail is designed in a way that doesn’t 
allow the prisoners to be able to inflict any physical harm to themselves in any way.”

Ghanem asserted that the difficult situation Guantánamo detainees experience would kill them before they’d resort to 
committing suicide, which Islam prohibits. He also called upon all tolerant and peace-loving nations to act to close 
Guantánamo and other U.S. detainments.

He said that bad conditions in Guantanamo involuntarily result in death as suicide is prohibited in Islam. “Salah was a 
religious student so it is difficult to believe he committed suicide,” said Dr. Ghanim.

The coordinator of the National Organization for Defending Rights and Freedoms (NODRF) Khalid al-Ansi described 
those still in Gitmo bay as “alive martyrs whom US considers not human beings”.

He pointed that international scientific reports say there are modern torture methods that cannot be medically proved 
in addition to the psychological torture.

Lawyer and former Member of Parliament Mohammed Nagi Alaw said his organization, HOOD, is attempting an 
international probe into the case and other cases to pressure the U.S. Administration to close Guantánamo and other 
such detainments. He also pointed out that a large number of Yemenis are in various detainments both inside and 
outside the U.S.,  particularly in Balgram base in Afghanistan that includes Yasser Ali al-Salami, the brother of late 
Saleh, Abdul-Rahim al-Nasheri, Ramzi bin al-Shaiba and Yasser Shaqiq.

Additionally, Alaw expressed sorrow that U.S. authorities emptied Salah Addin’s bowels to hide the truth behind his 
suicide, pointing out that U.S. authorities removed members of the Yemeni government, lawyers for Yemeni Gitmo 
detainees as well as detainees’ families.

Alaw further noted that the Guantánamo detainment center provides clear evidence of a human rights setback, as well 
as generating hate and animosity toward the U.S. He added, “We don’t defend anyone for his misdoings, but we 
defend them in the face of illegal and wrong procedures against them.”

Alaw expressed regret for pulling out the Salah's body contents. “The US authorities did so without referring to the 
Yemeni government or the American Lawyers Company that NODRF contracted with to defend Yemenis in Gitmo or 
the family of the victim or any international neutral committee,” Alaw said.

“We do not defend who was proved guilty, but we defend those who are subjected to illegal measures as they are still 
suspects. We may differ over the idea of Jihad, but we will fight for rights of those who US forces kidnapped from 
different places to put them in such a horrible prison,” said Alaw.

Alaw said that Qatari Al-Karama Organization, based in Swiss, said it is ready for cooperation with NODRF to find out 
the fact.

Alaw said the Yemeni government had not to receive the body of al-Salami without the special medical report.

The Yemeni embassy in Washington said the medical report would be available by the end of June.

Pointing out that Gitmo detainees were captured in various locations across the world, Alaw called upon Yemeni, Arab 
and Islamic governments to take the case seriously in a manner matching the seriousness of foreign organizations.

Furthermore, Alaw said HOOD has contacted other organizations to help reveal the truth behind the incident due to 
Yemeni hospitals’ insufficiency to medically check the body, pointing out that Al-Karama Organization from Qatar is 
ready to cooperate with HOOD.

Alaw said Yemen’s government is ready to conduct a local investigation into the case; however, HOOD wants it to be a 
beginning to an international one. He also said that the Yemeni government should not have received Al-Salimi’s body 
without his medical report as notified by the Yemeni Embassy in Washington. 

Member of Parliament Sakher Al-Wajeeh declared, “The detainees in the U.S. were killed long ago, from the time they 
were detained at Guantánamo away from international law and divine legislation,” pointing out that he also doesn’t 
believe the suicide claim because the suicide was committed with the same mechanism while the detainees were 
separated from each other. 
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“What proves that US claims are untrue is that the three detainees have been killed the same way, the same time, 
although they have been under intensive supervisory,” said al-Wajeeh.

“How could three detainees commit suicide at the same time by bedspread as if they have been in a five-star hotel,” 
al-Wajeeh added.

HOOD previously called on Yemeni scholars, political parties and civil society organizations to take a stand and a 
practical attitude toward alleged crimes the U.S. government committed regarding the death of three detainees, one 
of them was a Yemeni national. HOOD also called on Abulmajeed Al-Zindani, the Joint Meeting Parties, the ruling 
party and its government, which is supposed to be responsible for defending Yemeni citizens inside and outside the 
country, to take decisive steps.

In a statement on its web site, HOOD also condemned Arab and Yemeni silence regarding the deaths of three at 
Guantánamo at the hands of U.S. soldiers. Additionally, the organization denounced the submissive silence of Yemen’s 
government, political party authorities and cultured and educated citizens at continued U.S. crimes against Yemeni 
detainees in Guantánamo, considered today to be a sign violating human rights.

Moreover, HOOD called on all institutions led by Yemeni religious scholars and party chairmen to conduct a symbolic 
funeral for Salah Addin Al-Salimi. It also stressed that Yemeni religious scholars should call for making prayer over his 
soul and those of his two Saudi companions. Similarly, HOOD called on Saudi religious scholars to do the same.

Finally, HOOD requested the Yemeni government play its role regarding its citizens and not participate in burying the 
body until an investigation of the incident is conducted. It also called upon human rights activists and civil society 
organizations in Yemen and the Arab world to make the burial ceremonies of these individuals an international protest 
against human rights violations by the U.S. Administration in the name of the War on Terrorism, ultimately leading to 
closing such detainment centers and punishing the perpetrators. 

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14677  SOURCE: Yemen Times, Yemen Observer

Road to Guantanamo Will Make Americans Feel Ashamed To Be American

David Germain 
Canadian Press 

 
Riz Ahmed, Farhad Harun and Arfan Usman tell their first hand account when they were held for two years in the 
American military prison at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba in 'The Road to Guantanamo.' (AP Photo/Roadside Attractions) 
 
(AP) - The filmmakers behind The Road to Guantanamo make no effort to present a balanced chronicle of three British 
Muslims who were held without charges for two years at the U.S. military prison in Cuba. 

Given the horrifying news accounts of prisoner abuse and the recent suicides at Guantanamo, though, no one 
realistically can accuse the three young men of overstating the hardship, maltreatment and degradation the film 
depicts. 

The Road to Guantanamo is a movie that will make Americans feel ashamed to be Americans, or at least ashamed of 
things done in their name. Yet it's one that Americans should see, a story that puts sympathetic faces on the 
bystanders caught up in the unyielding war on terror that has made the United States look like an angry, heedless 
bully to much of the world. 

Directors Michael Winterbottom and Mat Whitecross mix interviews with the three men and narrative segments using 
actors to re-create their journey from Britain to Pakistan and Afghanistan, where they were captured and eventually 
shipped to Guantanamo Bay. 

The film is a challenge to watch, not only for its harsh subject matter but also for its abruptness of style and relentless 
pace. Winterbottom and Whitecross (the latter a protege who collaborated on several of Winterbottom's films) treat 
their subjects' story with little dramatic adornment. 
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The Road to Guantanamo hurtles into the action as Asif Iqbal, then 19, leaves Britain for Pakistan to meet the woman 
his mother has arranged for him to marry shortly after the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks. Three friends - Ruhal 
Ahmed, Shafiq Rasul and Monir Ali - later join him there. 

After a few days relaxing in Pakistan, they heed a call for humanitarian aid in Afghanistan, where they arrive just as 
the U.S. begins its post-Sept. 11 assault. Separated from the others, Monir vanishes and is never heard from again. 

Asif, Ruhal and Shafiq are captured by Northern Alliance troops and turned over to U.S. forces, who hold them in 
Pakistan then transfer them to Guantanamo in early 2002. 

There, the prisoners are held in small wire-mesh cages and subjected to humiliating abuse and brutal interrogation. 
They are chained in painful positions to a hook in the floor and bombarded with screeching music and strobe lights. 

Their U.S. inquisitors show them a video tape of an Osama bin Laden rally and insist the prisoners were present. The 
allegation eventually was disproved when British officials learned all three were home in England at the time. 

Winterbottom's eye for terrifying absurdity is well-suited to the story. Some of the images, particularly those of the 
men masked and bound in rows aboard cargo planes taking them to Cuba, are positively Orwellian. 

The men finally were released in 2004. They have a lawsuit pending against the United States. 

The Road to Guantanamo is a fitting companion piece to Winterbottom's brilliant, painfully authentic In This World, a 
fictionalized story crafted in docudrama style about an Afghan boy and his cousin's perilous journey toward a new life 
in London. 

Interviews with the real men are skilfully intercut with the dramatized sections featuring simple and sincere 
performances from three actors: Arfan Usman as Asif, Farhad Harun as Ruhal and Riz Ahmed as Shafiq. 

A documentary on their experiences would have been powerful enough. So would a straight dramatization. 

The combination of the two brings the best of both worlds, allowing viewers to hear these victims discuss their 
experiences in safety, with some distance from the events, and also live through it in the dramatized parts, which 
bring the horrors home. 

The film includes snippets of news coverage of U.S. President George W. Bush and Defence Secretary Donald 
Rumsfeld defending practices at Guantanamo. Bush says the prisoners are killers who don't share our values. 
Rumsfeld says prisoners there are treated in compliance with the Geneva Convention, "for the most part." 

Those four words, for all the horror The Road to Guantanamo depicts, may be the most disturbing thing in the film. 

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14675  SOURCE: Canada.com

Court Could Get Bush Out of Jail Over Guantanamo

Foreign Editor's Briefing by Bronwen Maddox
 
 
 
THE US Supreme Court is about to deliver a set of rulings that will determine the fate of Guantanamo Bay. 

 
 
For the past 11 days, since President Bush announced that he would like the detention camp “to be empty”, we have 
been able to assume that we are seeing the last of Guantanamo, at least on its present scale. 

Bush’s startling reversal shows the dim recognition of the US, at last, of the calamitous effect of Guantanamo on its 
reputation among its allies and its potential enemies. 
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But that has crystallised, it seems, only in response to the world’s disbelieving outrage at the three recent prisoner 
suicides and the breathtakingly dismissive comments of two US officials, which exposed beyond parody the US’s 
inability to see itself as others do. 

The Supreme Court could effectively shut down Guantanamo by ruling against the special tribunals set up by Bush to 
try the tiny minority who have been charged, and even against the principle of indefinite detention for the rest. 

But if it says nothing clear-cut, there must be a suspicion that the US would then merely shrink the camp from the 
present number of about 465 to the point — say 100 prisoners or so — where it would hope the world would forget. If 
the US intended to send every prisoner away soon, it surely would not be building Guantanamo’s Camp Six, a high-
security prison for 200 inmates. 

“We’re waiting on our Supreme Court to act,” Bush said on June 14, a sign that he is prepared to follow the court’s 
lead. This in itself was surprising: the issue before the court is whether to uphold the “wartime” powers that Bush 
gave himself after September 11, 2001 — above all, the creation of special military tribunals for the Guantanamo 
prisoners. 

The court’s decision, in a case brought by Salim Ahmed Hamdan, Osama bin Laden’s driver, will affect most directly 
only the ten prisoners who have been charged so far and are waiting for tribunals to begin. Hamdan argues that the 
tribunals are illegitimate and that he should be tried by a federal court. 

But the court may also choose to comment on the principle of indefinite detention without charge, which affects all of 
those at Guantanamo. 

Whatever the court’s eight justices decide — Chief Justice John Roberts excused himself because he took part in the 
appeals court stage of the case — they will go a long way to define how far a president can extend his “wartime” 
authority when fighting an unconventional enemy. 

There has been a temptation among the strongest supporters of the US to say that Guantanamo was justified by the 
unconventional nature of the War on Terror. That is to gloss over its twin offences: the inherently unfair nature of the 
tribunals, and the principle of indefinite detention without charge. 

The tribunals allow “witnesses” to give evidence against prisoners in unsworn statements instead of testimony. The 
prisoners may not know the evidence against them, if it is deemed to be “classified”, which may simply mean that it is 
what a prisoner in the next block has said after four years of interrogation. 

There is no appeal outside the military, and the courts may impose the death penalty (although the Administration 
has not sought it for any of the ten charged so far). 

There is no justification for this. If the US has adequate evidence against these people, then it should try them in 
conventional courts, military or otherwise, or send them back to their home countries to be tried. 

And if it does not? The US has the right, under international laws of war, to remove an enemy from the battlefield for 
the duration of the war. But in the case of the War on Terror, the war has no defined end. And if the US chooses to 
stick by that distorted designation, then its “detainees” become prisoners of war, and cannot, for example, be 
interrogated. 

The passage of 4½ years has magnified the ugliness of these excuses to the point where even the closest allies of the 
US cannot overlook them. Tony Blair has called for the camp to close, and if Anders Fogh Rasmussen, the Danish 
Prime Minister, a strong supporter of the Iraq war, calls Guantanamo a violation of “the very principle of the rule of 
law” then the US must know it has a problem.
 
http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14674  SOURCE: The Times
 

Pentagon Documents Reveal Details of Suicide Attempts at Guantánamo

The American Civil Liberties Union has released over 1,000 pages from the Pentagon which detail information on 
reported suicide attempts at the US Guantánamo Bay prison. The documents, according to the ACLU, also contain 
information on abuse of prisoners in Iraq.
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Andrew Sullivan provides an excellent summary of the Guantánamo allegations at his website, the Daily Dish.

#
ACLU Releases New Documents Showing Detainee Abuse in Iraq and Guantánamo

NEW YORK -- The American Civil Liberties Union today released more than 1,000 pages of documents obtained from 
the Department of Defense, including reports of suicide attempts by detainees held at Guantánamo. 

"These documents are the latest evidence of the desperate and immoral conditions that exist at Guantánamo Bay," 
said Anthony D. Romero, Executive Director of the ACLU. "The injustices at Guantánamo need to be remedied before 
other lives are lost. We must uphold our American values and end indefinite detentions and widespread abuse." 

A medical report dated April 29, 2003 details an attempt by a detainee to commit suicide by hanging himself with a 
towel. The detainee fell into a "vegetative state" due to brain injury sustained during the hanging, according to the 
report. Medical staff at Guantánamo "most strongly advocate[d]" for the detainee's "earliest return to his home 
country," noting that the detainee had a "history of depression" and "his rehabilitation will be long." The documents 
do not indicate whether officials followed the recommendations of the medical staff.

Another document released today details a detainee's request to write a will. The detainee claimed he did not want to 
commit suicide, but that "death had been entering his mind lately." The detainee was allowed to rewrite his will. The 
document was among several previously undisclosed attachments to a June 2005 Army report by Lt. Gen. Mark 
Schmidt and Brig. Gen. John Furlow on detainee treatment at Guantánamo.

The ACLU today also highlighted documents it previously obtained through a Freedom of Information Act lawsuit that 
indicate suicidal thoughts were widespread among detainees at Guantánamo, and that the government was aware of 
this as early as 2002. According to a document released by the FBI, a detainee stated in an interview that 40-50 
detainees intended to commit suicide after Ramadan ended because "they were tired of being detained with no 
prospect of being released and they were tired of being mistreated by guards." Other FBI reports confirm that 
detainees had suicidal thoughts and engaged in hunger strikes to protest their mistreatment at the hands of guards.

The evidence of suicide attempts comes on the heels of three recent suicides at Guantánamo. The detainees who died 
have been identified as two Saudi nationals, including one who was reportedly 17 when he was taken into custody, 
and one Yemeni national. According to news reports, all three had previously taken part in hunger strikes and had 
been force-fed. The individual suicide notes left behind by the men have not been released. Pentagon officials called 
the suicides an "act of asymmetrical warfare" and "a good PR move to draw attention."

"It is astounding that the government continues to paint the suicides as acts of warfare instead of taking responsibility 
for having driven individuals in its custody to such acts of desperation," said Amrit Singh of the ACLU Immigrants' 
Rights Project. "The government may wish to hide Guantánamo Bay behind a shroud of secrecy, but its own 
documents reveal the hopelessness and despair faced by the detainees who are being held without charge and with no 
end in sight."

The attachments to the Schmidt-Furlow report released today provide further information on abuses at Guantánamo. 
One of the documents is the statement of a U.S. Army Major who was stationed at Guantánamo from February 2003 
to January 2004. The Major said he witnessed civilian contractor interrogators ordering military police to shackle 
detainees to the floor by short chains attached to their wrists and use loud music and strobe lights as part of the "fear 
up" interrogation approach. The Major also said that an Army officer impersonated a State Department official.

On Friday, the Defense Department released for the first time heavily redacted reports by Army Brig. Gen. Richard 
Formica on special operations forces in Iraq and Brig. Gen. Charles Jacoby on Afghanistan detainees. The Formica 
report found that special operations troops used a set of harsh, unauthorized interrogation techniques against 
detainees in Iraq, kept detainees in four-foot by four-foot boxes for days and fed them nothing but bread and water 
for up to 17 days. Nonetheless, neither report concluded that the problems were systemic. The ACLU called the 
reports a whitewash.

As a result of the ACLU's Freedom of Information Act lawsuit, more than 100,000 pages of government documents 
have been released detailing the torture and abuse of detainees. The ACLU has created a search engine for the public 
to access the documents at www.aclu.org/torturefoiasearch.

The ACLU brought the lawsuit with the Center for Constitutional Rights, Physicians for Human Rights, Veterans for 
Common Sense and Veterans for Peace. The New York Civil Liberties Union is co-counsel in the case. 

This month, the Supreme Court will rule in Hamdan v. Rumsfeld, which challenges the validity of military commissions 
established by President Bush to try detainees. The commissions have been challenged as inconsistent with the 
Geneva Conventions and unauthorized by Congress. The ACLU filed an amicus brief arguing that the commission rules 
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do not guarantee an independent trial court, do not provide for impartial appellate review, and do not prohibit the use 
of coerced testimony despite extensive evidence that coercive interrogation techniques have been used at 
Guantánamo Bay and elsewhere.

In addition to Singh, attorneys in the FOIA case are Lawrence Lustberg and Megan Lewis of the New Jersey-based law 
firm Gibbons, Del Deo, Dolan, Griffinger & Vecchione, P.C.; Jameel Jaffer and Judy Rabinovitz of the ACLU; Arthur 
Eisenberg and Beth Haroules of the NYCLU; and Barbara Olshansky of the Center for Constitutional Rights.

The documents released today are available online at: http://action.aclu.org/torturefoia/released/061906

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14671  SOURCE: Raw Story

Kicked Out of Gitmo

A Times reporter's struggle to get the truth about America's island prison just got tougher.

By Carol J. Williams, Carol J. Williams is the Caribbean bureau chief for The Times.

IN THE BEST of times, covering Guantanamo means wrangling with a Kafkaesque bureaucracy, with logistics so 
nonsensical that they turn two hours of reporting into an 18-hour day, with hostile escorts who seem to think you're 
in league with Al Qaeda, and with the dispiriting reality that you're sure to encounter more iguanas than war-on-terror 
suspects.

In the worst of times — this past week, for example — those quotidian discomforts can be compounded by an invasion 
of mating crabs skittering into your dormitory, a Pentagon power play that muzzles already reluctant sources and an 
unceremonious expulsion to Miami on a military plane, safety-belted onto whatever seat is available. In this case, that 
seat was the toilet.

ADVERTISEMENTI ended up on that plane, on that seat, because of a baffling move by Defense Secretary Donald 
Rumsfeld's office, in which the only three newspaper reporters who managed to surmount Pentagon obstacles to 
covering the first deaths at Guantanamo were ordered off the base Wednesday. Rumsfeld's office said the decision 
was made "to be fair and impartial" to the rest of the media, which the government had refused to let in.

Rumsfeld's gatekeepers have long made clear that they view outside scrutiny of the detention operations as a danger 
to the Bush administration's secretive and often criticized campaign to indefinitely detain "enemy combatants." But 
this time, their actions seemed counterproductive because booting out the Los Angeles Times, Miami Herald and 
Charlotte (N.C.) Observer only provoked fresh demands to learn what the government is hiding.

Those of us cleared to cover the prison and war-crimes tribunal learned long ago that there will be a hard-fought 
battle for every factlet. When unexpected news breaks, like the suicides, the Pentagon's knee-jerk reflex to thwart 
coverage reminds me of how Communist officials used to organize Cold War-era propaganda trips for Moscow 
correspondents but then pull the plug when embarrassing realities intruded.

"You ask a lot of questions!" said Emily Witt, a 25-year-old first-timer from Miami's alternative weekly New Times, 
when she observed my scattershot strategy for interrogating officials during a rare "inside the wire" tour of the prison 
camps last month.

What little we learn often comes to light by accident, through casual slips-of-the-lips by military doctors, lawyers and 
jailers innocently oblivious of their superiors' preference for spin. A battery of questions to the prison hospital 
commander — who for security reasons can't be identified — elicited that prisoners are force-fed through a nasal-
gastric tube if they refuse to eat for three days and that 1,000 pills a day are dispensed to treat detainee ailments, 
anxiety and depression.

Those details became relevant when two prisoners attempted suicide May 18 by consuming hoarded prescription 
medications. Likewise, we understood why a hunger strike early this month began with 89 prisoners but swiftly fell off 
to a few defiant handfuls with the onset of painful and undignified force-feeding. During an interview last month with 
the new detention center commander, Rear Adm. Harry B. Harris Jr., we queried him on plans for handling detainee 
deaths — a theoretical exercise until two Saudis and a Yemeni hung themselves June 10.
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I've been to Guantanamo six times. It was during my first visit in January 2005 that I learned how expressions of 
polite interest in minute details can elicit some of the most startling revelations. As Naval Hospital commander Capt. 
John Edmundson showed off the 48-bed prison annex, for instance, I asked, apropos of nothing, if the facility had 
ever been at or near capacity.

"Only during the mass-hanging incident," the Navy doctor replied, provoking audible gasps and horrified expressions 
among the public affairs minders and op-sec — operational security — watchdogs in the entourage, none of whom 
were particularly pleased with the disclosure that 23 prisoners had attempted simultaneously to hang themselves with 
torn bed sheets in late 2003.

But such revelations are infrequent, and the investment of time to obtain them is grossly disproportionate. On a 
typical day at Guantanamo, reporters rise at dawn, head for breakfast in a mess hall at 6 a.m., then at 7 a.m. cross 
the often storm-tossed bay to the main naval base in small boats, clutching our laptop bags and life preservers as 
waves crash over the bow and drench us. 

We make the return crossing at around 9 p.m., after hours in the bowls of military alphabet soup, writing our stories 
in JIBs — joint information bureaus that are simple rooms with folding chairs, tables and telephones — while we cover 
OMC or JTF (the Office of Military Commissions that runs the tribunals and the Joint Task Force that oversees the 
prison). Back at the CBQ — the combined bachelors' quarters — we sleep in a dorm-like complex on the virtually 
abandoned leeward side of Guantanamo Bay that this month suffered an invasion of crabs the size of your head, 
coupled and clattering across the floors, halls and sidewalks. Their leggy orange spawn slithered under doors and 
divebombed us from the ceiling.

Despite the shroud of secrecy and the at-times surrealistic backdrop, it is the rare glimpse into the war-on-terror 
workings that make assignments at Guantanamo a source of professional satisfaction.

Under ground rules we must agree to if we want access to the base, journalists may not have any contact with 
detainees, who are removed from sight at all but one camp during media tours. Only at the compound for the most 
compliant prisoners can we even make eye contact.

That's why coverage of the tribunal sessions have been so important in putting a human face on the prisoners, whose 
names and nationalities were only disclosed in March under a court order following an Associated Press legal 
challenge. 

Court appearances by the 10 men charged with war crimes have offered us our first meaningful independent view of 
detainees in the prison's 4 1/2 years. Some seem to be committed holy warriors whose detention has only fueled their 
hatred of Americans. Others contend that they are innocent of any attack on U.S. forces, just unfortunates swept up 
in the post-9/11 fervor.

Meanwhile, 450 others have been held for years without charges or legal recourse. Their indefinite detention to keep 
them off the global terrorism battlefields feels like a Muslim version of the World War II Japanese American 
internment. 

It is the opportunity to shed light into the dark corners of the antiterrorism campaign that inspires us to surmount the 
obstacles and obfuscations. And it is the thwarting of that mission with moves like our expulsion that make us all the 
more determined to question, probe and illuminate the actions of our government being waged in the country's name. 

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14670  SOURCE: LA Times

A Standard for Interrogation

The Bush administration still has not adopted clear rules for questioning enemy prisoners -- or ruled out 
cruelty.

IN THE DAYS and weeks after Sept. 11, 2001, senior Bush administration officials decided that harsh interrogation 
methods were necessary to prevent devastating attacks on the country -- and that such methods could be carefully 
administered and limited to the most urgent cases. This thinking proved disastrously flawed. Once the administration 
lifted the strict regulations that long had governed interrogations of foreign detainees, abusive practices spread 
quickly across the government. Confusion over rules led to the torture not just of senior al-Qaeda leaders but also of 
common detainees in Afghanistan and Iraq. The damage done to U.S. honor and prestige around the world, and to 
America's ability to mobilize support for the fight against Islamic extremism, far outweighed any intelligence gathered.
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Many Americans may believe that this lesson has been learned and that U.S.-sanctioned abuse is a thing of the past. 
Far from it. Yes, Congress last year passed the McCain amendment, which prohibits "cruel, inhuman, or degrading" 
treatment of all prisoners in U.S. custody. But it has become increasingly clear that the administration has not 
accepted that ban as the last word. It still has not renounced the right to subject some detainees to practices such as 
"waterboarding," or simulated drowning, even though they violate the law. It has yet to adopt clear standards 
governing the interrogation and treatment of foreign prisoners, or return to full compliance with such treaties as the 
Geneva Conventions and the Convention Against Torture. Until this situation changes, there will be more of the 
lawlessness and simple confusion that have led to hundreds of cases of abuse, and dozens of homicides, in 
Afghanistan, Iraq, Guantanamo Bay and elsewhere.

 
The administration is seeking to evade the McCain ban in more than one way. The law required that the Army's 
standard interrogation manual, overridden in 2002, once again govern all questioning of prisoners held in Defense 
Department facilities. But the Pentagon has prepared a new manual; Vice President Cheney and Defense Secretary 
Donald H. Rumsfeld have pushed for it to include a classified annex in which some harsh techniques are again 
authorized for use against prisoners deemed "enemy combatants."

The administration is also preparing a new directive on detention that would exclude compliance with Common Article 
3 of the Geneva Conventions, which prohibits torture and other cruelty, including "humiliating and degrading 
treatment." Finally, through a presidential signing statement and questionable legal opinions, the administration is 
reserving the right to continue using waterboarding and other harsh techniques on prisoners held by the CIA. It 
argues that the president's power to make war allows him to override congressional restrictions and that 
waterboarding in some circumstances does not violate the U.S. constitutional prohibition of cruel treatment.

For now, objections from Sen. John McCain (R-Ariz.) and other sponsors of the amendment have caused the 
administration to delay issuing the new doctrine and manual. The senators are rightly demanding that there be one 
set of rules for interrogations, and that they be made public. Congress could build on this foundation if it stipulated by 
law that the Geneva Conventions' Common Article 3 be applied to all U.S. detention operations -- of both the military 
and the CIA.

Once abuse is entirely banned, there is no reason for the United States not to return to full observance of the Geneva 
Conventions, and there are many benefits in doing so. Following the Geneva Conventions does not necessarily mean 
granting prisoner-of-war status, and the many privileges that come with it, to all detainees; al-Qaeda fighters and 
other terrorists might legally be excluded from POW status following a tribunal hearing. But returning to Geneva could 
improve the chances that its provisions against inhumane treatment will be respected by other countries, including 
those that capture American servicemen.

The Convention Against Torture has been ratified by the Senate and should also bind the United States. In a report 
last month, the U.N. Committee Against Torture, which oversees the convention, spelled out what that would mean. 
Secret detention of prisoners in CIA facilities, it said, "constitutes, per se, a violation of the Convention"; so does the 
"rendition" of suspects to other countries where they might be tortured "without any judicial procedure." To come into 
compliance, the United States must disclose to the International Committee of the Red Cross the identities of all 
detainees it is holding and allow monitoring of their treatment. It must also give them access to a judicial process or 
release them as soon as possible.

All of this the United States should in any case want to do, in its own interest. It should establish one set of rules for 
questioning all prisoners. Those rules should conform with international treaties and the U.S. Constitution, so that 
inhumane treatment is at all times forbidden. And the rules should be public, so that the world can see that the United 
States has returned to its fundamental values.

This is the third in a series of editorials about the Bush administration's detention and treatment of foreign prisoners. 
The full series will be available athttp://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14669  SOURCE: Washington Post

Beleaguered by the Rule of Law

By Jim D. Zirin

Judge Luttig, once a staunch Bush ally, has resigned from the Bench 
 
 
PRESIDENT BUSH is beleaguered. Not only have three Guantanamo detainees committed suicide but, since March, 
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seven retired generals have called upon Donald Rumsfeld, the Secretary of Defence, to resign; his legislative 
initiatives on gay marriage and repealing the estate tax have died in Congress; and a federal appeals court judge, 
once a staunch Bush ally, has just resigned from the Bench.

Lord Goldsmith, QC, the Attorney-General, representing growing global disapproval, called on the President to close 
down the camp where just under 500 people have been held without trial as “enemy combatants” on the say-so of the 
Department of Defence. The US claims the right to hold the detainees indefinitely without charge as a “necessary evil” 
in the War on Terror. But Amnesty International has called Guantanamo the “Gulag of our times”. 

 
 
The Pentagon says that the prisoners “include terrorist trainers, bomb-makers and would-be suicide bombers, many 
of whom have vowed to return to the fight”. But among the prisoners many not deemed dangerous. Bush would like 
to close Guantanamo Bay, if only to quell the international firestorm. But it is not easy to release detainees. Some 
governments have refused to accept their own nationals from the camp, whether dangerous or not. 

Immediately after 9/11, Judge J. Michael Luttig of Texas, an experienced conservative appeals court judge, invariably 
took the side of the Bush Administration against those in detention. In the case of the US-born Yaser Hamdi, who was 
captured in Afghanistan, Luttig agreed with the Administration that Hamdi could be held without trial or charges as an 
enemy combatant. 

But recently, Luttig’s view took an astonishing turnaround. Last September, a three-judge panel he headed issued a 
unanimous opinion granting the President untrammelled discretion to hold an American citizen, Jose Padilla, in a naval 
brig. Padilla had been held since May 2002 when he was seized at O’Hare airport in Chicago, allegedly with plans for a 
dirty bomb. The decision stood for the dubious proposition that the President could, without formal charges, detain 
any American, anywhere in the world, as an enemy combatant and even send him to Guantanamo Bay. 

When Padilla appealed to the Supreme Court against Judge Luttig’s ruling, the Government switched tack. Two days 
before it was to file its brief, the Government declared the issue moot because it would transfer Padilla from military 
custody to the Justice Department to await a conventional criminal trial on different charges. 

Judge Luttig erupted with uncharacteristic antagonism. Refusing to order the transfer, he wrote that the 
“Government’s abrupt change in course” seemed calculated to side-step Supreme Court consideration of the issue. It 
even conjured up the spectre that “Padilla may have been held for these years . . . by mistake”. 

The Supreme Court dismissed Padilla’s petition as moot, and Judge Luttig flew off the Bench to a much more lucrative 
posting — as general counsel to Boeing. Meanwhile, President Bush stays the course. 

The author is a trial lawyer in New York. He is a member of the Council on Foreign Relations
 
 
http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14668  SOURCE: The Times

The Guantánamo Peril

Aziz Huq 
    
Aziz Huq heads the Liberty and National Security Project of the Brennan Center for Justice at New York 
University School of Law.

Death is typically a moment of truth. But the occasion of three suicides at the Guantánamo Bay—where almost 500 
men and boys have been held without trial for up to four years now—have only proved how poorly the Administration 
grasps the facts of today’s terrorism challenge. And it only showed how deeply ineffectual and counterproductive U.S. 
counter-terrorism policy becomes when based on flawed assumptions.

The U.S. response revealed how little it has learned since it first launched its “global war on terror” five years ago. The 
camp’s commander Rear Admiral Harry B. Harris described  the detainees’ decision as “an act of asymmetrical 
warfare.” The Deputy Assistant of State Colleen Graffy classed the deaths as “a good PR move.” And Southcom 
commander General Bantz J. Craddock commented that, “This may be an attempt to influence the judicial 
proceedings” of a case now pending before the U.S. Supreme Court about the President’s ad hoc military 
commissions. 
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Here are the facts: Ali Adbullah Ahmed; Mani Shaman Turki al-Habardi al-Utaybi; Yasser Talal al Zahrani were three 
men that were alive two weeks ago  in the “care” of the administration and now are dead. Ahmed had a lawyer. No 
one told him. Al-Utaybi was slated for transfer out of Guantánamo. No one told him. Harris, Craddock, and Graffy just 
could not see how the possibility of detention without family, without end, without hope, saps the will to live. They 
could not see how this very kind of detention is itself a blight on humanity. And they could not see how people around 
the world would recoil in disgust at their thoughtless and cruel incapacity to see such elementary moral facts.

The comments of the Bush administration officials are, in one respect, difficult to explain since their wholly predictably 
consequence was to trigger repugnance across the globe. European newspapers of the left and right roundly 
condemned their abysmal insensitivity.

Even in America, only the Wall Street Journal took the administration’s side. With wondrous disdain for logic, the 
Journal declared the men “irredeemable jihadists” —and then condemned “anti-U.S. activists” for opposing the 
military’s efforts to try the men in the deeply unfair system of military commissions. Apparently the Journal has inside 
information the rest of us lack considering  the detainees were never tried for any of their alleged crimes. If the 
omniscient Journal editorial board knows the men to be guilty—and “irredeemably” so—before any trials, it’s hard to 
see why any delay in kangaroo proceedings should be cause for complaint.

It would not have been hard for Harris, Craddock, and Graffy to predict these reactions. In fact, in their comments all 
three focused on the expected backlash against the United States as the suicides became public. All three seemed to 
recognize—as President George W. Bush’s March 16, 2006, National Security Strategy recognized—the centrality of 
“champion[ing] aspirations for human dignity” and strengthening alliances to overcome terrorism. Yet the 
administration officials then proceeded to make comments that inevitably and predictably made that international 
backlash worse. This all happened in the same week that the Pew Global Attitudes Project found “America’s global 
image has again been slipping and support for the war on terrorism [sic] has declined even among close U.S. allies 
like Japan.”  What explains the fact that presumably intelligent people uniformly recognize a problem of America’s 
declining public image—even among those who support this administration—but then go and exacerbate the situation 
unnecessarily?

This administration’s fraught relationship with facts and consequences seems to result from ideological commitments 
untethered from any appraisal of the real world. In the counter-terrorism sphere, policies appear motivated not so 
much by a need to respond intelligently to a current crisis. Instead, there is an overwhelming urge to maximize the 
administration’s options for the exercise of brute power by refusing to recognize any legal, ethical, or political 
constraint. The constraint being resisted most strenuously is the laws of war, in particular the Geneva Conventions.

The population of Guantánamo thus includes a substantial number of men and boys with only a tangible (if any) 
relationship to the Taliban or al-Qaida. I have argued before on this site that the fundamental problem of Guantánamo 
is the fact that the military made pivotal errors in detaining and categorizing captives, and then never admitted its 
need to face up to those mistakes. Most importantly, the military appears to have followed the Justice Department’s 
advice that it could categorize everyone picked up around the Afghan conflict as an “enemy combatant.” This was a 
naked effort to avoid recognizing the constraints of the Geneva Conventions.

The comments of Harris, Craddock and Graffy show the administration’s utter incapacity to admit its own errors. 
These officials assumed that those detained at Guantánamo are, by definition, the worst of the worst. When viewed 
that way, the detainees’ every act must therefore be part of a malicious plot. With such operating assumptions, is it 
surprising that Guantánamo remains full? When even taking one’s life is taken as “an act of asymmetrical warfare,” 
how can any detainee prove his innocence? The administration makes much of the fact it gives the detainees an 
annual opportunity to state their case and seek release. But last week’s comments unmasks this cynical exercise—for 
if even in killing oneself, a detainee’s credibility of feeling and truthfulness can be scorned, how can a detainee 
possibly convince an Annual Review Board that he speaks the truth when he proclaims this innocence?

Incapable of admitting error, locked into viewing the detainees as “irredeemable jihadists” Harris, Craddock and Graffy 
simply vented their inevitable and logical interpretation of the suicides. They were trapped by their own logic. Even 
knowing the importance of the U.S. effort for hearts and minds, they still slapped the face of world opinion with palm 
flatly open.

This inability to acknowledge error is a deeply worrying trend. It shows an inflexibility—and a pride in that inflexibility
—that today is clearly a danger to the national security. It’s an inflexibility all too visible in other areas of counter-
terrorism, such as the development of “extraordinary rendition,” or transfers to torture. But what kind of policy-
maker, especially one in a field as complex and unpredictable as counter-terrorism, assumes that she is right on the 
facts all the time?  And how do we better our chances of prevailing against bin Laden and his allies when we cannot 
even retain sufficient dignity or self-regard to stand tall among the nations of the world?
The first casualty of war is often the truthful governance of the tongue. Yet without the chastising discipline of facts—
and facts aired and tested by the scourge of public opinion—policy decisions easily go awry. The administration’s 
incapacity to deal with facts, and its efforts to suppress them, serve the nation poorly. The Wall Street Journal labeled 
the opponents of military commissions “anti-U.S.” But then, irony isn’t the Journal’s strong point. It’s rather the 
fecklessness of the administration—and the recklessness of its apologists—that inflicts tremendous setbacks on 
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counter-terrorism efforts by alienating allies and fuelling the jihadi flames.
 

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14667  SOURCE: TomPaine.com

Death in Solitary - Asymmetrical Warfare

The gates of prison at Guantanamo bear the motto "honor bound to defend freedom." These words are juxtaposed to 
the backdrop of the most notorious torture facility of the 21 century. However Americans would find no contradiction 
or irony in this. Similarly the deaths of three inmates under circumstances that seem to discord with the basic 
principle of Islam also are viewed with blinkers. They reported three suicides at Guantanamo last week. These were 
the first deaths since the first detainees were brought to Guantanamo from the battlefields of Afghanistan four years 
ago. 

The Bush administration described the apparent suicides by three inmates of the prison camp as a "good PR move" on 
their part and an "act of asymmetrical warfare". They rejected any suggestions that the three had killed themselves in 
despair over their indefinite confinement. "It does sound like this is part of a strategy - in that they don't value their 
own lives, and they certainly don't value ours; and they use suicide bombings as a tactic," Colleen Graffy, the deputy 
assistant secretary of state for public diplomacy, told the BBC. "Taking their own lives was not necessary, but it 
certainly is a good PR move." On Saturday, the camp's commander, Navy Rear Admiral Harry Harris, said the suicides 
were an al-Qaeda tactic. "They have no regard for life, neither ours nor their own. I believe this was not an act of 
desperation, but an act of asymmetrical warfare waged against us," he said.

The US comments on the Guantanamo deaths are an absolute disgrace. They are bereft of any humility. They don't 
stop to take stock of the situation, rather they manage and manipulate information and responses to minimise 
potential national and international condemnations. The callous comments of those US politicatians speak volumes 
about their contempt for Muslims. Whatever the truth is behind the deaths we as Muslims should not be quick to pass 
judgment on a situation in an establishment that is so shrouded in secrecy and lies. But what is known is that three 
Muslims are now dead. They died in a place that none of us can really begin to comprehend the reality there of. 
However it is right and proper for us just to pause for a moment and attempt to understand what each and every 
prisoner, especially those in Camp I - the maximum-security area, have to go through. It is not just the way prisoners 
are treated physically - though details of forced feeding through the nose in the UN's recent report are grotesque - but 
the mental anguish that they are all placed under. Dare we contemplate what would drive a man to take his own life, 
despite his religious beliefs? 

Over 460 men in Guantanamo Bay have been held for longer than four years, yet only 10 have been charged. Not one 
has had a trial. The men are not allowed to visit or speak with family or friends. Many have suffered serious abuse. 
Most are held on the basis of triple and quadruple hearsay. However the US says it can imprison the men for the rest 
of their lives. Imagine yourself in this environment, told you will never have the chance present your side. What would 
you do if no one would listen, if you had been asking for justice for four years? They had no recourse, just the 
prospect of a life in prison, in isolation, with no family, no friends, nothing. And they were there because they were 
sold by or stolen from the bosom of the Muslim community. 

They claim that Muslims "don't value their own lives, and they certainly don't value ours", but they should look at 
their own track record on respect for life. They claim that they are a beacon of freedom, liberty and justice, but again 
they should review their own past and present. Successive federal and state governments and many ordinary White 
Americans connived in and indeed condoned the systematic torture, persecution and murder of African-Americans at 
the very moment that as the United States proclaimed that "we hold these truths to be self evident that all men are 
created equal..." More recently in the 20th century we see that thousands of Japanese-Americans were arbitrarily 
arrested and placed in concentration camps soon after the bombing of Pearl Harbour. Like the "guilty" Muslims of 
Guantanamo, the Japanese-Americans were the Pearl Harbor equivalent of "enemy combatants", presumed guilty 
purely on the basis of their race, nationality, ethnic origin or their religion. Since its creation America has never been a 
fair and balanced society, let alone a beacon for humankind. America was built on the land that they stole, forged and 
toiled by humans that they took from Africa to be worked to death or later "beneficently" allowed to reproduce for 
purely economic reasons. 

President George Bush may have expressed "serious concern" about the deaths but this is just him learning to speak 
the double speak that seasoned American politicians normally use. He has dropped the "bad-guys", "dead or alive" 
rhetoric. He has left it for is aids and assistance, like Ms Graffy, to speak their true sentiments about Muslims and 
Islam. 

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14666  SOURCE: KCom Journal
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Guantanamo Suicides and the Loss of American Legitimacy

JURIST Special Guest Columnist Jonathan Hafetz, Associate Counsel with the Brennan Center for Justice 
at New York University School of Law, says that the recent suicides of three prisoners at Guantanamo Bay 
graphically represent and reinforce America's loss of moral legitimacy in its so-called "war on terror" ...

  
 
The only surprise about the three recent suicides at Guantánamo Bay, the first reported at the prison, is that they 
took so long to happen. Since early 2002, the United States has tenaciously maintained a lawless enclave at 
Guantánamo, detaining more than 700 individuals (nearly 500 remain) without charge, without due process, and 
without legal protections against torture and other abuse. Guantánamo did not just contribute to the suicides; it 
robbed America of its ability to respond to them with legitimacy and moral force on the world stage.

Guantánamo had already been roundly condemned by the international community and foreign leaders. The United 
Nations recently called for the prison’s closure, while the Council of Europe condemned the prison and United States 
detention policies. Last year, the International Committee for the Red Cross described the treatment of Guantánamo 
detainees as “tantamount to torture.” The recent suicides have inflamed sentiment across Europe and the Arab world, 
underscoring the urgency of prior warnings about Guantánamo. The insensitive response of U.S. officials, who called 
the suicides “a good PR move” and “an act of asymmetrical warfare,” have reinforced perceptions about 
Guantánamo’s lawlessness and disregard for truth.

For the first time in its history, the United States has created and institutionalized a system of indefinite detention 
without charge. It is not, of course, the cement cell-blocks and barbed wire that make Guantánamo exceptional 
among U.S. prisons. Rather, it is Guantánamo’s legal foundations – the boundless definition of an “enemy 
combatant”; presumption of guilt; and imprisonment without trial.

Freedom from physical detention, as the Supreme Court emphasized in Hamdi v. Rumsfeld, “is the most elemental of 
liberty interests.” The safeguards to prevent unlawful detention by the Executive form a nucleus of the protections 
guaranteed by the Bill of Rights. The Constitution forbids indefinite detention except in the most exceptional 
circumstances and, only then, when subject to rigorous procedural safeguards. Due process does not simply prevent 
erroneous deprivations of liberty; it also preserves principled limits on executive power and reinforces the system’s 
legitimacy when it deprives individuals of their freedom.

Guantánamo strikes at the core of these protections and values. Initially, the United States detained prisoners at the 
base for more than two years without access to any court to challenge their detention. When its position was squarely 
rejected by the Supreme Court in June 2004 in Rasul v. Bush, the government sought to block federal court hearings, 
creating in its place a sham process known as the Combatant Status Review Tribunal (CSRT), which denies such 
fundamental safeguards as the right to see the government’s evidence and confront witnesses; the right to counsel; 
and the right to a neutral decisionmaker. Further, as a district judge has found, the CSRT permits indefinite detention 
based on evidence obtained by torture.

This system of indefinite detention not only produces legal injustice; it also results in human despair, as individuals 
face the prospect of never-ending imprisonment without a court judgment deciding their guilt or innocence and 
imposing a term of punishment. That despair is magnified by the harsh and brutal conditions to which detainees have 
been subjected. As the administration’s now notorious “torture memos” suggest, Guantánamo was born out of a 
desire to avoid any domestic or international legal constraints, including the Geneva Conventions, which prohibit 
torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment. Evidence of widespread abuse of detainees has not only 
been reported by international organizations, but has also been corroborated by U.S. government documents, such as 
FBI memoranda that the government was forced to disclose by litigation under the Freedom of Information Act.

Less frequently publicized is the prolonged isolation of many detainees, who remain cut-off from the outside world, 
including their families, who they have neither seen nor spoken to for nearly five years. The Supreme Court long ago 
warned of the dangers of prolonged isolation and sensory deprivation, describing it in the 1890 case In re Medley as 
“punishment of the most important and painful character.” Modern medical and scientific research confirms and 
deepens the Supreme Court’s turn-of-the-century understanding about the dangers posed by prolonged social 
isolation, de-humanizing treatment, and reduced environmental stimulation. Before the three suicides, there were at 
least 41 attempted suicides according to the government (a 2006 U.N. report says the number was much higher), as 
well as hundreds acts of “self-harm,” mass hunger strikes and mistreatment of hunger strikers, and cases of serious 
mental illness. Although the government describes the Guantánamo detentions as preventive, and not punitive (for 
then, they would require a trial), the harsh and de-humanizing conditions belie the government’s assertion that the 
detentions are “simple war measures.”
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In short, indefinite detention and mistreatment at Guantánamo has created a situation ripe for prisoner suicide. More 
broadly, Guantánamo’s essential lawlessness has prevented America from responding to those suicides with legitimacy 
and conviction. To be sure, the administration can call the three men terrorists, but it cannot say they were ever tried 
and convicted of anything. It can also say that the men were treated humanely, but the administration cannot say 
they were treated in accordance with established domestic and international legal standards, since it maintained those 
standards did not apply to them.

America’s lost legitimacy cannot be regained overnight. The necessary first steps, however, are an independent 
investigation into the suicides and into the conditions at the prison generally, including the physical and mental health 
of the detainees; and the closure of Guantánamo, with all detainees promptly tried or released. The sooner the United 
States can admit its failed experiment of indefinite detention at Guantánamo, the sooner it can begin to repair the 
damage. 

Jonathan Hafetz is Associate Counsel at the Brennan Center for Justice at NYU School of Law. He has filed amicus 
briefs in the Guantánamo litigation and visited the base several times as counsel to a detainee.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14665  SOURCE: Jurist.law.pitt.edu

June 21, 2006

Guantanamo Clouds EU-US Meeting

US President George W Bush is to begin talks with EU leaders at a summit which may be overshadowed by calls for 
the closure of Guantanamo Bay prison camp. 

Austrian Chancellor Wolfgang Schuessel, who is hosting the meeting in Vienna, has made it clear he will press Mr 
Bush to shut down the Cuba detention centre. 

On his part, the US president is expected to urge his European allies to push on with sanctions against Iran. 

Police have been preparing for anti-US demonstrations during the visit. 

They have already defused a number of hoax bombs, and tight security will involve the closure of roads, airspace and 
an underground railway station. 

The White House said the meeting would be a chance to reaffirm strong ties. 

Correspondents say that, aside from Guantanamo, the meeting is likely to include a number of other contentious 
issues. 

Continuing trade differences between Europe and the US are unlikely to be resolved, says the BBC's Jonathan Beale in 
Washington. 

And EU leaders will be pushing Mr Bush to extend visa-free entry to the US for the 11 member states not covered by 
the waiver scheme. 

But BBC Europe correspondent Tim Franks says that despite the sticking points, European officials say there will be 
commitments to work together on a number of issues. 

The agenda includes: 

proposals to strengthen EU-US co-operation in dealings with energy suppliers, such as Russia
a plan to create joint teams to find and seize counterfeit goods 
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a US plea for Europe to honour pledges of aid to the Iraqi government 

steps to strengthen co-operation on counter-terrorism
the creation of a joint panel on climate change and clean energy
Austria, which holds the EU's rotating presidency, said last week that the suicides of three detainees at Guantanamo 
underlined the need to close the prison camp. 

On Monday a spokesman for the President of the European Commission, Jose Manuel Barroso, said it was important to 
ensure that "in combating terrorism we do not ourselves damage our democratic and legal systems". 

And before greeting Mr Bush in Vienna on Tuesday evening, Mr Schuessel said: "We can't have an area where law 
does not apply," the Associated Press news agency reported. 

On the subject of Iran's nuclear programme, before leaving Washington Mr Bush said Europe and the US were united 
in one of the most difficult challenges facing the world. 

The US president believes a common position on Iran has shown that the US and Europe has put past divisions behind 
them. 

The US has backed European-led efforts to persuade Iran to halt its uranium enrichment programme. 

But Mr Bush is now looking to step up the pressure on Tehran if it rejects an international package of incentives. 

Protest 

Some demonstrators protesting against the Iraq war took to the streets even before Mr Bush's arrival. 

Austrian media say up to 10,000 people could attend the main protest on Wednesday. 

After about 24 hours in Austria, Mr Bush will travel to Hungary, where he will take part in events to commemorate the 
50th anniversary of the country's failed anti-communist uprising. 

Mr Bush is the first US president to visit Vienna since Jimmy Carter signed a nuclear disarmament pact with Soviet 
leader Leonid Brezhnev there in 1979. 
 
http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14716  SOURCE: BBC News

 
    

Groups Seeks Gitmo Suicide Record Access

A civil rights group has asked a judge to order the U.S. government to turn over information about the deaths of 
detainees at the Guantanamo Bay prison.

The New York-based Center for Constitutional Rights filed legal papers late Monday in Washington, seeking a court 
order compelling the government to "preserve all evidence" related to the death, detention and interrogation of two of 
the three men who the military said hanged themselves in their cells June 10.

The center, which has filed legal challenges on behalf of about 200 detainees at Guantanamo, made its latest request 
on behalf of the two detainees who had pending cases in federal court in Washington.

Bill Goodman, the legal director for the center, said the group wants to see proof that the men committed suicide and 
had been identified correctly by the military. The group also called for an independent investigation into the deaths, 
the first among detainees at Guantanamo.

A military spokesman at Guantanamo said the Naval Criminal Investigative Service is handling the investigation into 
the deaths of the three detainees. A spokesman for the NCIS did not immediately respond to requests for comment.

The U.S. holds about 460 men at Guantanamo on suspicion of links to al-Qaida or the Taliban.
 
http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14715  SOURCE: CRIEnglish.com
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Retired General: Gitmo Mired in `Legal Schizophrenia'

BY CAROL ROSENBERG
crosenberg@MiamiHerald.com

Retired Army Gen. Barry McCaffrey, fresh from a tour of Guantánamo Bay, Cuba, said in a radio broadcast today that 
U.S. political leaders need to fix the ''legal schizophrenia'' created by keeping captives at the remote base in Cuba.

The former Southern Command chief proclaimed there is ''zero abuse'' at the sprawling prison camp complex where 
the Pentagon houses 460 or so captives airlifted from Afghanistan.

But, he predicted the Pentagon would thin the population to a third in the next two years and said U.S. policy makers 
need to better define the status of the captives.

''We are in a political and legal mess that is beyond belief, trying to sort out what do we do with these people,'' he 
said on the National Public Radio program, The Diane Rehm Show.

``We've been of two minds. Are they criminals who lack charges and due process? Are they enemy combatants who 
are due to be treated like prisoners of war? Or are they a third, inadequately defined category of people that Congress 
and the courts need to act on to tell us how we deal with international terrorists, non-state actors?''

The Bush administration, he said, ''took these prisoners there'' thinking it was beyond federal jurisdiction. ``Now 
we've got federal courts involved, we mired ourselves in legal schizophrenia. The solution will be political.''

McCaffrey said on the broadcast that he had just returned from a visit to Guantánamo as part of an overall inspection 
of U.S. detention centers in Iraq, Afghanistan and Cuba.

In the first year or two of the war-on-terror, he said in a clear reference to Afghanistan and Iraq, prisoners of war 
were abused as a result of ``inadequate troops trained, ill-trained, dealing with thousands of detainees.''

''In some cases I think there were unlawful murders and abuse of detainees. There have been prosecutions either 
ongoing or completed at lower levels,'' he added.

But he blamed ``systemic policy errors in judgment that resulted in the abuse and the violation of our own value 
system.''

McCaffrey, who was President Bill Clinton's drug czar, now teaches at West Point.

A Pentagon spokeswoman who had ordered independent news media off the island last week declined to say who 
sponsored the general's trip, who accompanied him and what were the ground rules and circumstances.

''This is the most professional, humane, well-run detention center on the face of the earth,'' he declared in the 
broadcast.

He reported that 1,800 soldiers, sailors and civilians work at the prison camps -- and put the price-tag at $100 million.

''There is zero abuse going on in that camp,'' he said. ``It's a world-class operation.''

McCaffrey, who ran Southcom from 1994 to 1996, swatted aside a suggestion from a program caller that the United 
States had compounded its problems on the base through an illegal occupation.

''That's nonsense. We're there quite legally. I'm not sure it's politically all that good a thing for us to be there,'' he 
said. ``I'll bet 10 years from now we're not there. I'll bet Castro dies, there's a new government, things will move 
rapidly.''

Fidel Castro has periodically asked the United States to depart the 45-square-mile base in southeast Cuba, branding it 
as an illegal occupation. The United States argues it has a legitimate pre-Castro lease and cuts an annual $4,085 rent 
check, even if Cuba does not cash it.
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U.S. foreign policymakers argue that the lease can only be abrogated by agreement of both sides. Department of 
Defense officials have never clarified what becomes of the rent check, which is written by a Swiss bank and sent to 
the U.S. Interests Section in Havana.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14713  SOURCE: Miami Herald

 

Arab Governments Keep Uneasy Silence on Guantanamo

BEIRUT - Arab leaders seem strangely reticent about Guantanamo, even after the deaths of three Arabs at the US 
prison camp stirred outrage around the world. Critics say some are wary of offending the United States, others are 
glad that potential troublemakers are locked up and all know their own treatment of prisoners bears little scrutiny.

The European Union may press President George W. Bush at an EU-US summit on Wednesday to close the camp, but 
no such calls have come from Arab governments whose nationals form the bulk of the 460 prisoners held there 
without trial or access to lawyers.

“They are silent because they have no respect for human rights themselves,” said Saad Djebbar, an Algerian 
international lawyer based in London. “They have their own Guantanamos.”

He said “despotic” Arab states could hardly attack their own tactics of detention without trial. “They deal with people 
perceived as a threat to national security in the same manner.”

Bush recently said he would like to shut Guantanamo, saying it had given some an excuse to accuse the United States 
of not upholding the standards it set for others.

But Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice said it was not easy to negotiate the repatriation of what she called “very 
dangerous people” and to get their home countries to promise that they would neither be persecuted nor set loose.

The father of a Yemeni inmate, said by the Americans to have committed suicide at Guantanamo along with two 
Saudis this month, had nothing but scorn for Arab officialdom.

“Arab leaders have forsaken their people and fear the United States. That’s why they don’t dare call for the closure of 
Guantanamo,” Ali Abdullah Al Selmi told Reuters in Sanaa.

 Quiet diplomacy

Arab allies of Washington, such as Saudi Arabia, Kuwait and Bahrain, have lobbied quietly to get their prisoners 
returned, though often to face local justice, not freedom.

In May, 15 Saudis returned from Guantanamo. All are now in prison while the Saudi authorities decide whether to try 
them.

“We’d rather work discreetly through our own channels,” said a Saudi official, who asked not to be named. He said 
this was better than confronting Washington with “sensationalist statements” over up to 103 Saudis still languishing in 
the camp.

Saudi Arabia is in a delicate position. Fifteen of the Sept. 11 hijackers were Saudis. Human rights groups often 
criticise the kingdom over alleged torture and harsh Islamic punishments.

Mosleh Al Qahtani, vice president of Saudi Arabia’s National Society for Human Rights, which has official blessing, said 
it was true that Arab countries had imperfect rights records.

“But isn’t the United States, the so-called champion of human rights, doing worse?” he asked.

Washington denies charges by former detainees, lawyers and human rights groups of torture at Guantanamo, where 
23 inmates had made 41 suicide attempts before the three deaths this month.

Discreet diplomacy for Guantanamo prisoners has drawbacks, according to Amnesty International spokeswoman 
Nicole Choueiry.
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“Releases should not be subject to good relations between some governments and the United States,” she contended.

“All detainees should have minimum safeguards. There is an obligation on the US not to send them back to countries 
where they might face torture and that includes Arab countries.”

Choueiry said Guantanamo might be the “tip of the iceberg”, referring to a network of secret U.S.-run detention 
centres around the world believed to hold al Qaeda suspects.

“What’s worrying is the complicity of Arab governments and others in the US ’war on terror’,” she said.

 Propaganda tool

Hesham Kassem, president of the Egyptian Organisation for Human Rights, said the anti-Americanism fuelled by 
Guantanamo had been useful to Arab governments who felt threatened by the Bush administration’s pressure for 
democracy and human rights.

Khaled Al Ansi, a Yemeni lawyer and human rights activist, said Arab states believed that abuses at US jails provided 
legitimacy for them to oppress their own people.

“They have transformed their countries into prisons for the service of the US administration,” Ansi said.

Egypt, a close US ally, has not lobbied publicly for the handful of Egyptians in Guantanamo, one of whom has been 
freed.

Hossam el-Hamalawy, an Egyptian journalist and researcher for Human Rights Watch, said Cairo had felt little 
domestic pressure and no intelligence incentive to seek the return of men its own secret police may have been 
allowed to interrogate.

“I’m sure the Egyptian authorities, the mukhabarat, got access to the detainees over there,” he said.

(Additional reporting by Mohamed Sudam in Sanaa, Jonathan Wright in Cairo, Souhail Karam in Riyadh, Tom Pfeiffer 
in Rabat and Saul Hudson in Washington)  

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14712  SOURCE: Reuters

Azerbaijani Guantanamo Detainee Will Be Handed Over to Netherlands

Azerbaijani resident Polad Sirajov detained in Guantanamo prison of the USA in Cuba, will be handed over to 
Netherlands after two days by the help of International Red Cross Society.

Azerbaijan Committee chief against Tortures, Elchin Behbudov informs that Polad Sirajov has refused meeting with his 
family members because of no security provision. Polad Sirajov has got his higher education in Turkey. He worked as 
a translator in one of the Turkish companies in Russia.

Two years ago, being accused in collaboration with Al Gaeda terror organization, taken to Guantanamo prison. Polad 
Sirajov has been cured in one of the hospitals near Guantanamo for not being discovered any crime.

He was moved to one of the rehabilitation centers two years ago by the International Red Cross Committee. Polad 
Sirajov will be sent to Netherlands in accordance with his apply to the said organization. He has refused to return to 
Azerbaijan, APA reports.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14711  SOURCE: Today.az
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Released Saudi Detainees Repentant, Says Interrogator

By Mariam Al Hakeem, Correspondent
 
Riyadh: The Saudi authorities have completed interrogation of 15 Saudi detainees, who had been released from 
Guantanamo and handed over to the kingdom last month. 

The Intellectual Counselling Committee, formed by the Interior Ministry, has started counselling sessions for the 
detainees.

The committee held its first meeting with the detainees, who are being held at Hair prison near Riyadh, last Saturday.

Dr Mohammad Al Nujaimi, a member of the committee, said that the detainees' response was highly positive, and that 
they expressed their repentance over their past deeds.

"None of them seems to be still keeping their deviant thoughts and extremist views. However, one of them is suffering 
from serious psychic problems," he said. "We started the first phase of counselling, and it will be followed by the next 
phases of discussions and dialogues to clear doubts and deviant thoughts".

Dr Mohammad Al Nujaimi said that all the nine Saudi detainees, except two, who were first handed over from US 
authorities have been released and they are leading a normal life. Two of them are serving one-year jail terms. 

The counselling committee comprises more than 100 Islamic scholars, preachers and academics, who specialise in 
Shariah and Islamic ideology, in addition to some 30 psychologists and sociologists. 

It is under the supervision of Ministry of Interior in coordination with Ministry of Islamic Affairs.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14709  SOURCE: Gulf News

Vital Organs Missing From Repatriated Body

By Mariam Al Hakeem, Correspondent
 
Riyadh: The US authorities had allegedly taken out the brain, heart, liver and kidney from the body of Manie Bin 
Shaman Al Otaibi, who died at the US prison camp in Guantanamo Bay.

"This was presumably to hide the real cause of the death," said Mohammad Al Otaibi, Manie's cousin, whose body 
underwent medical tests and an autopsy at the Riyadh Central Hospital after being brought home recently. Speaking 
to reporters yesterday, Al Otaibi said his family had refused to receive the body of Manie before knowing the real 
cause of death.

Talal Al Zahrani, father of Yasser, the second victim, also refused to receive the body of his son. He said the hospital 
authorities informed him that the results of medical tests and autopsy will be made known within four days.

Meanwhile, medical sources in Riyadh said that there is a possibility of the body getting decomposed even after 
undergoing the process of embalming as a chemical substance that is applied after death at the prison camp causes it 
to decay rapidly.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14708  SOURCE: Gulf News

The Stain on Guantanamo - and Us

By Nat Hentoff/ Syndicated Columnist

The Pentagon has often taken pride that not a single life has been lost among the inmates in the 4-1/2 years the 
Guantanamo Bay prison has existed. The press, using the government's euphemism, keeps calling them "detainees." 
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But they are prisoners, some for more than four years -- without charges and in total isolation from their families.
 
    Now, three prisoners, using nooses made of sheets and clothing, have committed suicide in their cells. An official at 
the prison said their deaths were "an act warfare;" they wanted to be martyrs in the further service of the terrorists to 
whom they owe their fealty. But, said the military, their remains are nonetheless being treated "with the utmost 
respect," and a cultural adviser was helping the military so Muslims around the world would not be offended.
 
    The three dead men, like many of their fellow prisoners, from time to time, were on a hunger strike, having 
recently been forcibly fed -- locked into a metal chair while a tube was inserted through the nose into the stomach. 
Physicians for Human Rights have vainly asked that these "brutal and inhumane force-feeding tactics" be stopped.
 
    And in March -- as Reuters reported on June 6, shortly before the suicides -- "in the British medical journal, the 
Lancet, 263 doctors from seven countries called on the United States to stop force-feeding detainees and using 
restraint chairs." The doctors, psychiatrists and psychologists at Guantanamo Bay have not protested.
 
    (Note the immutable use of the milder-sounding "detainee.")
 
    The president's reaction to the suicides was: "We would like to end the Guantanamo," but "there are some that, if 
put out on the streets, would create grave harm to American citizens and other citizens of the world. And therefore, I 
believe they ought to be tried in courts here in the United States."
 
    But this is the president who signed into law the Detainee Treatment Act of 2005 that strips Guantanamo inmates 
of any right to habeas corpus petitions to American courts about their conditions of confinement. This law began as 
the cruel invention of Sen. Lindsey Graham. R-S.C., and it nullified -- so far as these prisoners are concerned -- the 
amendment by Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz., which rather bizarrely is in the same law.
 
    Presidential candidate McCain has studiously remained silent on this exclusion of Guantanamo prisoners from his 
much celebrated effort to end cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment of our prisoners. Said one of the grateful 
guards during a forced feeding: "We can do what we want now because you can't go to court anymore."
 
    As for the president's warning of the dangerousness of the Guantanamo inmates, military spokesman at the 
Southern Command in Miami reminded the world that the "detainees" are the enemy -- and they're held because 
"They have expressed a commitment to kill Americans and our friends if released. These are not common criminals, 
they are enemy combatants being detained because they have waged war against our nation ..."
 
    However, in an analysis of these inmates -- called "the worst of the worst" by Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld 
-- law professors at the Seton Hall (New Jersey) School of Law, have rebutted this characterization through profiles of 
517 of the prisoners -- based entirely on Department of Defense data "... written determinations the government has 
produced for detainees it has designated as enemy combatants."
 
    According to this Seton Hall Law School "Report on Guantanamo Detainees" (which I first cited in March of this 
year), the evidence on which the government relied to hold these prisoners indefinitely revealed that "55 percent are 
not determined to have committed any hostile acts against the United States or coalition allies (and) only 8 percent ... 
were characterized as al Qaeda fighters."
 
    Moreover, "Only 5 percent of the detainees were captured by United States forces ... 86 percent ... were arrested 
by either Pakistan or the Northern Alliance (in Afghanistan) and were turned over to the United States at a time at 
which the United States offered large bounties for capture of suspected enemies to Afghanistan warlords."
 
    The Seton Hall examination of the government's records ended with: "The detainees have been afforded no 
meaningful opportunities to test the government's evidence against them" -- as the days, nights, months and years 
mounted with no hope of their ever having hope. (The very small number of prisoners who have appeared before 
military commissions there are not allowed -- nor are their lawyers -- to see the key evidence against them.)
 
    Would not even so stalwart a person as Rumsfeld not be desperate after being caged year after year in what 
lawyers for these prisoners have called "a legal black hole"? As for the three prisoners who finally succeeded -- as 
many others have tried -- to commit suicide, did they intend to be martyrs? Or did they believe, instead, that this was 
their only way to get out of Guantanamo before dying there of "natural causes."
 
     Nat Hentoff is a nationally renowned authority on the First Amendment and the Bill of Rights. 
 
http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14714  SOURCE: MetroWestDailyNews.com

Battlefield Earth

New films from Britain and Sri Lanka illuminate the consequences of war
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by J. Hoberman

The Road to Guant namoل
Directed by Michael Winterbottom and Mat Whitecross
Roadside Attractions, opens June 23

 
Asked about that triple suicide last week at Gitmo, Colleen Graffy, our deputy assistant secretary of state for public 
diplomacy, opined that it was a "good PR move." Michael Winterbottom's The Road to Guant  -namo—which docuل
dramatizes the case of the Tipton Three and won the Silver Bear at the last Berlin Film Festival—might be an even 
better one. 
The great versatilist of British film, Winterbottom—here co-directing with editor Mat Whitecross—follows his hardcore 
structuralist musical 9 Songs and anti-adaptation of the anti-novel Tristram Shandy with the true story of three Tipton 
lads, British-born South Asians all around 20, who, caught in the wrong place at the wrong time, find themselves 
hooded and flown in a cargo plane to the U.S. prison camp on Guant  .namo baseل

"These are bad people," George W. Bush explains, with a touch of petulance and Tony Blair at his side, of the Guant
 namo detainees. In the case of Ruhel Ahmed, Asif Iqbal, and Shafiq Rasul that term hardly applies—unless lucklessل
and possibly stupid are synonymous with evil. Having gone to Pakistan in late 2001 for a wedding, the trio gravitate 
toward Afghanistan's open border and arrive at Kandahar in time for the bombing. They flee to Kabul and then, 
attempting to return to Pakistan, take a van that turns into a Taliban convoy. 

The Tipton Three are represented as good Muslims, which is to say, they're not fundamentalists but citizens of the 
world—carrying Adidas tote bags, wearing Gap hoodies, and referencing Back to the Future. Arrested by American 
forces, they are initially unfazed. U.S.A. is OK. (Later, one will compose a rap song that captivates his American jailor 
until it gets too close to home.) But their interrogation degenerates into pointless brutalization—complete with 
menacing dogs—even before they are packed up and shipped to Gitmo. 

The Road to Guant  namo is shot documentary-style, mainly on digital video, with much interpolated news footageل
and hectic Steadicam work. Interviews with the actual Tipton Three annotate the action, which is feverish to a fault 
before settling into its prison camp routine. From there on, it's effectively grueling. Less narrative than experiential in 
its bias,  
The Road to Guant  namo details the 24-7 "processing" of these prisoners, replete with beatings, stompings, sensoryل
bombardment, cage-like cells, shackles, and endless, fruitless interrogations. What's brilliantly omitted by the 
filmmakers is the ostensible purpose of the violence. Although the Americans claim to want information, their 
intention is political. Rather than knowledge of Al Qaeda, the goal seems rather to force confessions useful in the 
creation of defendants for a future show trial. 

Although the Tiptons are ultimately unbroken after two years in prison camp, The Road to Guant  namo is one of theل
most oppressive accounts of life in a military detention since Jonas Mekas's "documentary" version of The Brig or 
Peter Watkins's Punishment Park. How good is it as PR? (As the American guards are fond of saying, "Shut the fuck 
up!") By making a spectacle of the purposeless violence inflicted by frightened authority on whoever might be 
available, the movie could just as well have been called The Road to Haditha. 

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14707  SOURCE: Village Voice

Postmark Guantanamo

By Christopher Hayes, In These Times. 

Why is the Pentagon keeping prisoners' mail from their lawyers?  
 
After the U.S. Senate voted last year to strip Guantanamo detainees of the right to habeas corpus, you'd think it 
would have dashed the hopes of the desperate prisoners that the world's greatest deliberative body would prove their 
salvation. But Saifullah Paracha is apparently an eternal optimist. In March, after 18 months in Guantanamo, Paracha, 
58, decided to write a letter to 98 U.S. senators describing his plight. The senators haven't responded, though it's 
hard to blame them. They don't know the letters exist. The Department of Defense won't release them for delivery.

"He lived in the United States," says Paracha's lawyer G. T. Hunt. "He's a pro-American person. He believes in 
American justice. He believes that if he can get a hearing he'll get out."

In 1986, after studying and working in New York for 16 years, Paracha moved back to Pakistan, to Karachi where he 
and his wife raised four children and he managed several business ventures. In July 2003, Paracha traveled to 
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Bangkok for what he thought was a meeting about a business opportunity. He never made it out of the airport. 
Masked men abducted him, taking him to Bagram Air Force Base in Afghanistan where he was interrogated and, 
according to Hunt, imprisoned in a cell with no toilet. His family spent a month with no idea of his whereabouts, until 
the International Committee of the Red Cross notified them he was in U.S. custody. After a year in Bagram, he was 
sent to Guantanamo in September 2004.

The United States believes that both Paracha and his son Uzair aided several Pakistani men alleged to be al Qaeda 
operatives. In November, Uzair was convicted in federal court of providing the operatives with "material support" and 
now faces up to 75 years in jail. Uzair maintains his innocence. He says he was an unwitting accomplice, merely 
helping his father's business associates with their U.S. immigration papers. Saifullah says he does have a relationship 
with the alleged terrorists, but only knew the men as investors, not al Qaeda operatives. Unlike his son, he hasn't 
been afforded an opportunity to make his case in court.

The rules guiding attorney/client correspondence at Guantanamo are frustratingly vague, lawyers for the detainees 
say, and the processing delays are maddening. Mail routinely arrives six months after it's been sent, if it arrives at all. 
"For months I sent him letters and he sent me letters and they were all just impounded," Hunt says. "Now, I think my 
letters get through but they take their sweet time about it."

The ostensible reason for the backlog is security. "The attorney/client communications go to a secure facility, which 
happens to be here in Washington," Hunt says. "And they can't leave there until the government clears it and says it's 
not sensitive and not classified."

In order to read Paracha's correspondence, Hunt must go to the secure location--"a grim featureless office, with blinds 
drawn 24 hours a day"--where he's allowed to read Paracha's letters to him before placing them back in a safe. Last 
month he saw the 98 letters, painstakingly copied in longhand, which Paracha had sent to him to review and 
distribute. But Hunt was told he couldn't remove them from the safe. He can't disclose what's in the letters--"it's a 
state secret," he quips--but says "the person with the right authority could sit down, take a glance at them and then 
say, 'OK they can go out.' "

A Pentagon spokesperson wouldn't comment directly on Paracha's letters but said that over a six-month span in 2005, 
there were 10,000 pieces of mail sent to or from detainees. The detainees are "in close contact with family and friends 
if they choose to be," the spokesperson said.

After Hunt sent an email to his fellow Guantanamo lawyers about the detained letters, several of them contacted their 
senators to inform them they had mail the Pentagon wasn't letting them read.

This prompted an indignant letter from Sen. Patrick Leahy (D-Vt.), who wrote to Rumsfeld on June 5, asking if the 
Department of Defense has a "written or unwritten policy prohibiting all persons detained at Guantanamo Bay from 
writing to, or communicating in any manner with, Members of Congress?"

If so, "please explain what legal authority supports such a policy."

On the bottom of the letter, Leahy scrawled in pen: "Is this really happening!"

Paracha must be asking himself the same question. 

Christopher Hayes is a contributing editor of In These Times and the Chicago editor of Just Cause magazine.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14706  SOURCE: Alternet.org

Moazzam Begg: ‘The Powerful Want To Change Our Way of Life’

Moazzam Begg

Former Guantanamo Bay prisoner Moazzam Begg spoke to Pete Jackson about the attacks on rights in 
Britain after the police “terror” raid in Forest Gate

When I saw the two brothers who were arrested in the raid in Forest Gate, east London, Mohammed Abdul Kahar and 
Abul Koyair, speaking on the TV last week it was shocking and scary. 
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I know what it’s like to have someone smash their way into your house and put a gun to your head. It is one step 
away from being shot. I felt very strongly on a personal level, but also more generally about the role of the police.

They have a job to do and there is terrorism, but what I can’t understand is the sheer numbers of police involved. 

Mohammed Abdul Kahar is shot in his own house with no explanation. And to top it all, the brothers are slandered in 
the press and the Sun says they had £38,000 in their house. I don’t see what that has to do with protecting the 
public.

I remember after the 7 July London bombings Tony Blair said the government wouldn’t allow terrorists to change our 
way of life. But it seems to me the war on terror has allowed the people in power to change our way of life.

They have closed mosques and we now have a police shoot to kill policy. They’ve signed treaties with countries like 
Algeria, which has such a bad reputation that people from there get political asylum in Britain.

Demonisation

These treaties allow Britain to deport people back there. Why give them asylum if it’s now safe to send them back? 
There is a general demonisation going on. 

The government proposed an extension to 90 days in detention for terrorist suspects and it got 28. It used to be three 
days and then 14. 

This tells me that our civil liberties are being eroded. 

In the light of what is being told to us, it’s difficult to trust the people in power.

One of the issues in this country is the demonisation of Muslims. But although the Muslim community is being 
demonised, we aren’t the first. The Irish communities were also demonised in the 1970s and 1980s. 

The IRA’s bombing campaign was much bigger than anything that’s happening today. We saw internment and 
oppression by the security forces. In the end it didn’t make any difference.

The IRA couldn’t win and neither could the British government. They had to negotiate. We can’t buy into the rhetoric 
about not negotiating with terrorists and refusing dialogue. The government is closing the door on peace.

The Stop the War movement is, in part, defining what Britishness is for me. 

Redefine

One of the guards in Guantanamo who volunteered for two tours of Vietnam – so he’s no tree hugger – told me that 
people in Britain had demonstrated in their millions. 

It came as a huge breath of fresh air, especially after my experiences of the British government and intelligence 
services. I thought nobody in Britain cared except my family and friends. 

When I heard about people taking part in the demonstrations in their masses I started to redefine how I thought. 

Since I’ve returned to Britain I have found there has been an alliance of Muslims and non-Muslims based on justice 
which is preventing the proliferation of war. 

My experience has been very positive. It’s easier to say now that I am British and Muslim. 

Many of the people who have marched have no alternative to being British. They speak from the side that is 
vociferous in opposition to the war and detention. Growing up I’d always wanted to support the underdog. 

Britain has never been the underdog but there is a notion in Britain to take sides against the bully. As long as that 
side manifests itself I’m happy to be British.

I think the government has been duplicitous and immoral in how it has worked with its US partners in crime in this 
war on terror. 
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I try to maintain that Britain has not been as bad as the US but Blair follows the US – right or wrong – in the wars in 
Iraq and Afghanistan. 

Britain has the experience of colonisation, including in Iraq and Afghanistan, and it’s back again. It seems it’s neo-
colonialism – only this time dominated by the US. 

People in the rest of the world are not buying it. Only two decades ago Afghanistan was dominated by one world 
superpower, the Soviet Union. Now it is occupied by the other superpower, with Britain playing little brother.

There was a time in my youth when I thought of joining the British army. That thought was gone by the 1991 Gulf 
War. But I dread to think what would have happened if I had done it and been sent to the war and had to deal with 
the conflicts I would have faced.

New book exposes the horror of Guantanamo and the US’s worldwide system of abuse

I was kidnapped on 31 January 2002 in Islamabad, Pakistan. My family had fled Afghanistan after the US had bombed 
the area where we were helping to build a girls’ school and digging wells. 

The “highlights” of my incarceration included being interrogated by MI5 agents and having knowledge of the deaths of 
two detainees in Bagram in Afghanistan. 

I then had two years in Guantanamo Bay in solitary confinement. They wanted to fast track me though the military 
commission. That would mean a US military lawyer appointed for me, no witnesses, a panel of three adjudicators, no 
access to an appeal and it could include execution. 

They wanted to fast track me because I spoke fluent English so there would be no complicated translation process. I 
had made it clear I intended to tell anybody I could about the deaths of the detainees. 

They didn’t want me in the general population in Guantanamo, as it would be detrimental to them as I speak several 
languages and would be able to disseminate information. 

Other highlights included conversations with the guards. These were a surprise to both sides. We would be in a tiny 
room with one of the guards for several hours. 

Many of them found that the detainees weren’t savage killers and murderers and we weren’t bent on the destruction 
of the American way of life. 

I made friends with several of the guards and got snippets of information from them. This included the beginning of 
the war on Iraq and news of the prisoner abuses in Abu Ghraib. This was weird to hear because it was being 
committed by Guantanamo’s sister units. 

I couldn’t help but think of my own treatment – being kicked punched and beaten. The abuse was a mirror of that in 
Abu Ghraib. 

I could tell it was all part of a system.

I started penning skeleton notes of my book, Enemy Combatant, while I was in solitary confinement. At first I was 
considering what Americans would think and wanted my guards to read it.

The subtitle of the book here in Britain is “A British Muslim’s Journey to Guantanamo and Back”. I’ve tried to reach out 
and talk about what its like to be a captive and to be a British Muslim. Several of us are struggling with what it is to 
be British and Muslim. 

I wanted to look at what it is like to be a captive of the US’s war on terror from the inside and still try to be fair to all 
the prisoners, interrogators and soldiers. It is difficult, but I wanted to try to be just and fair without detracting from 
the harm done.

Enemy Combatant: A British Muslim’s Journey to Guantanamo and Back by Moazzam Begg and Victoria Brittain 
(£18.99) is available from Bookmarks, the socialist bookshop. Phone 020 7637 1848 or go to www.bookmarks.uk.com

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14704  SOURCE: Socialist Worker Online
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June 22, 2006

ACLU Hosts "Road to Guantánamo" Screening and Discussion with 
Filmmaker

Former Detainees Will Speak With Audience Via Video

NEW YORK -- The American Civil Liberties Union tonight will host an advance screening of Michael Winterbottom's 
critically acclaimed "Road to Guantánamo" at the IFC Center in downtown Manhattan. The screening will be followed 
by a panel discussion with the film's director, ACLU Executive Director, human rights experts and three innocent men 
who were wrongly detained at Guantánamo.

"American values are about justice and democracy, not keeping people in detention camps for years without any 
charges against them, or any legal process for determining their future," said ACLU Executive Director Anthony D. 
Romero. "The injustices so powerfully portrayed in 'The Road to Guantánamo' help put a human face to the 
lawlessness and abuse of power that are rampant in our detention centers. We hope this film will stir the American 
public to call for an end to the torture and abuse of detainees and restore faith in America's commitment to human 
rights."

"The Road to Guantánamo" tells the story of three British citizens who were held for more than two years without 
charges at the Guantánamo detention center. The three men, Rhuhel Ahmed, 22, Asif Iqbal, 22, and Shafiq Rasul, 26, 
set off from Tipton, England on a journey to Pakistan for Iqbal's wedding shortly after September 11, 2001. They were 
captured by the Northern Alliance during a stop in Afghanistan and turned over to American forces. Part documentary, 
part dramatization, "The Road to Guantánamo" chronicles the abuse and mistreatment the men experienced while in 
U.S. custody. The men, known as the "Tipton Three," were eventually released with no formal charges ever made 
against them at any time during their ordeal. 

The ACLU is screening the film at 7:00 p.m. tonight for an invited audience of leaders in politics, law, academia, 
media and entertainment. The screening will be followed by a panel discussion and Q&A on the film and the issues of 
torture and detention it addresses with director Michael Winterbottom, ACLU Executive Director Anthony D. Romero, 
Steven Watt of the ACLU, Gitanjali Gutierrez of the Center for Constitutional Rights and the "Tipton Three," who will 
appear via live interactive video.

The post-screening panel is presented through IFC Center's iQ&A program, a series of discussions that brings 
international filmmakers and New York audiences together through the Internet and Apple iChat AV videoconferencing 
software. Roadside Attractions will release the film in select U.S. cities on June 23 and roll it out nationally over the 
summer.

The ACLU screening comes as the Supreme Court is poised to rule in Hamdan v. Rumsfeld, which challenges the 
legality of military commissions established by President Bush to try detainees. The commissions have been 
challenged as inconsistent with the Geneva Conventions and unauthorized by Congress. The ACLU filed a legal brief 
with the Court arguing that the commission rules do not guarantee an independent trial court, do not provide for 
impartial appellate review and do not prohibit the use of coerced testimony despite extensive evidence that coercive 
interrogation techniques have been used at Guantánamo Bay and elsewhere.

For more information on the film, go to www.aclu.org/roadtoguantanamo 

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14746  SOURCE: ACLU.org

Cuba Urges UN Human Rights Council to Investigate Guantanamo Tortures
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Havana, June 21 (ACN) Cuba urged the new UN Human Rights Council to fully investigate the abuses committed at 
the prison camp the United States operates in its naval base at Guantanamo Bay, as well as the widespread reports of 
secret flights and jails.

Cuban Foreign Minister Felipe Perez Roque spoke with the press in Geneva, Switzerland after addressing the Human 
Rights Council on its second day of sessions. He said Cuba will continue defending a stance on the issue based on 
principles, Granma daily reports on Wednesday.

The foreign minister recalled that the complicity of European countries with Washington on the use of torture at 
Guantanamo "gave a coup de grace" to the now defunct UN Commission on Human Rights, reported Notimex.

However, with the opening of the new UN body on Monday, and the renewed interest to avoid politicizing it or 
selectivity, Perez Roque told Notimex that Cuba hopes the situation at Guantanamo will be reintroduced.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14736  SOURCE: Cubanews.cu

Spain's Legislators Condemn U.S. "Torture" at Guantanamo

Spanish legislators passed a resolution on Wednesday, describing the U.S. treatment of inmates at the Guantanamo 
military prison as "torture" and demanding an immediate closure of the prison.
 
The resolution, initiated by Spain's third largest party -- the United Left Party (IU) and approved by the Congress' 
Foreign Affairs Committee, was a response to reports of a triple suicide of prisoners held at the U.S. prison in 
Guantanamo, Cuba.

Cuba has opposed the U.S. Guantanamo naval base for decades and repeatedly condemned the treatment of 
prisoners held there, none of whom has received a trial.

IU leader Gaspar Llamazares said the Guantanamo prison was "an international disgrace" and "a Dante's inferno" 
where prisoners are held without either trial or charge.
 
But the right-wing Popular Party said that the accusations of serious human rights abuses committed by U.S. troops in 
Guantanamo discredit the progress made in the international fight against terrorism.
 
http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14735  SOURCE: CRIEnglish.com

Anassir Organises Sit-in To Support Moroccan Detainees in Guantanamo

Solidarity 
 
Morocco TIMES  
   
Annassir association for supporting the Islamists detained in Guantanamo as part of the application of the anti-terror 
law, is organising on June 22 a sit-in in front of the American consulate in Casablanca. 
 
  Anasssir association is organising a sit-in on June 22 to support Moroccan detainees in Guantanamo.  
 
The aim of the sit-in is to give support to the Moroccan prisoners in Guantanamo and to appease the sufferings of 
their relatives.

The members of the association said that the families of the Moroccan detainees are very worried about the fate of 
their loved ones in Guantanmo, especially since they have received no news about them from the detention camp. 

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14734  SOURCE: Morocco Times
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Rights Group Fears Government Will Destroy Evidence on Guantanamo 
Suicides

By VOA News 

A legal group representing a detainee who committed suicide at Guantanamo Naval Base earlier this month is 
expressing concern that the Bush administration may intentionally dispose of evidence related to the case.

The New York-based Center for Constitutional Rights this week sought court protection of evidence related to the 
death of its client, Ali Abdullah Ahmed al-Salami. It said the Bush administration has failed to provide a death 
certificate or autopsy report since three Guantanamo inmates were found dead in their cells June 10.

The motion also asks for an independent investigation into the suicides.

Pentagon spokesman Bryan Whitman told VOA that preservation of evidence is standard military practice and, in his 
words, "a vital part" of such an investigation. But he said such evidence is not likely to be made public before the 
inquiry is complete.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14732  SOURCE: VOANews.com

Bush Tells Europeans Would Like To Shut Guantanamo

By Tabassum Zakaria

VIENNA (Reuters) - President George W. Bush, seeking to reassure Europeans over the treatment of prisoners at 
Guantanamo Bay, said on Wednesday that he wanted eventually to shut the prison and send inmates back to their 
home countries.

Austrian Chancellor Wolfgang Schuessel said Europeans were calling for the closure of Guantanamo Bay, but they had 
also received a commitment "no torture, no extraordinary or extraterritorial positions to deal with the terrorists."

U.S. forces captured hundreds of foreigners abroad following the September 11, 2001 attacks on suspicion of 
belonging to al Qaeda or the Taliban, but almost all have been held without charges -- some of them for more than 
four years.

"I'd like to end Guantanamo. I'd like it to be over with," Bush said at a news conference after talks with European 
Union leaders. "One of the things we will do is we'll send people back to their home countries." He gave no time 
frame.

Bush said some of the roughly 400 prisoners left at Guantanamo, mainly from Saudi Arabia, Afghanistan and Yemen, 
would have to be tried in U.S. courts.

"They're cold-blooded killers. They will murder somebody if they're let out on the street," he said.

SUPREME COURT

Bush said he was awaiting a ruling by the U.S. Supreme Court before deciding a proper venue to try Guantanamo 
prisoners.

The Supreme Court is due to rule by June 30 on the legitimacy of the military courts that Bush created to try 
suspected terrorists after the September 11 attacks.

The U.S. military indefinitely suspended Guantanamo war crimes tribunals after three prisoners were found hanged in 
their cells in apparent suicides on June 10. Pretrial hearings scheduled last week and this week were put off.

The deaths prompted a new round of calls from U.S. allies, critics and rights activists to shut down Guantanamo.

Schuessel, standing alongside Bush, said there would only be victory against terrorism "if we don't undermine our 
common values" of democracy, rule of law and individual rights.
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"We are calling for the closure of Guantanamo. But our discussion today went far beyond the closing of Guantanamo, 
because we have ... a legal problem, we have grey areas. And there should be no legal void," he said.

Schuessel said he welcomed Bush's statement that he wanted to shut Guantanamo. "And we got clear, clear signals 
and a commitment from the American side -- no torture, no extraordinary or extraterritorial positions to deal with the 
terrorists," he said

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14731  SOURCE: Reuters

 

Close Guantanamo?

Yes, but keep in mind: It's not the main problem.

THE MILITARY detention camp at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, has become the focus of global protests against U.S. 
human rights violations during the war on terrorism. Images of the hooded, jumpsuited prisoners who were brought 
there in 2002 still pervade the world's media; so do lurid accounts by former inmates alleging abusive treatment, and 
reports of recent suicides and hunger strikes. Calls to close the facility and release or try its 460 foreign detainees are 
steadily mounting -- they come now from close allies such as Britain and Germany, from the United Nations 
Committee Against Torture, and from every major human rights group. Reluctantly, we have to agree: Guantanamo 
will have to be shuttered. But before coming to that, it's worth pointing out that the international campaign against 
the camp is more than a little perverse.

The illogic begins with the fact that Guantanamo now is, by far, the most comfortable and legally accountable 
detention facility maintained by the United States for foreign prisoners. Conditions there were crude in 2002, but since 
then one state-of-the art detention facility, modeled on a prison in Indiana, has been built, and a second is under 
construction. Guantanamo's detainees have recreation facilities and good medical care; their continued detention is 
reviewed once a year by military boards, and prisoners are assigned advocates to help argue their cases. Pending a 
decision by the Supreme Court, they are also able to appeal their detentions to U.S. federal courts, and many have 
U.S. civilian lawyers.

In contrast, some 500 detainees held by the United States at the Bagram prison in Afghanistan live in far harsher 
conditions and have fewer rights. They do not have their own advocates, and none has been able to appeal to U.S. 
courts. No American lawyers are available to broadcast any complaints they have about poor treatment; in fact, 
alarmingly little is known about what goes on inside the prison's walls. And Bagram's inmates are better off than the 
prisoners -- believed to number in the dozens -- held in secret CIA facilities. They have effectively disappeared, like 
the victims of a Third World dictatorship; they have never been registered with the International Red Cross, provided 
with a legal review of their cases or allowed to communicate with the outside world. From leaks to the media, we 
know that some have been tortured with techniques such as "waterboarding," or simulated drowning.

So the United States' treatment of its foreign detainees would improve enormously if all the prisoners it holds were 
transferred to Guantanamo. But -- and here is another fact ignored in the global anti-American din -- the Bush 
administration is already engaged in a concerted effort to close the prison or at least reduce its population to a 
minimum. No new prisoners have been brought there since September 2004, and scores have been transferred to 
their native countries. A quarter of the remaining population will be returned to Afghanistan once a new prison there is 
constructed and guards are trained, within the next year; a substantial number may be charged with crimes once the 
Supreme Court rules on the military's proposed system of justice. The remaining prisoners -- mostly from Yemen and 
Saudi Arabia -- haven't gone home mainly because U.S. officials worry they will be abused or released without 
adequate monitoring.

Some of those who demand that Guantanamo be closed insist that all its detainees either be tried or quickly freed. 
This is wrongheaded and, for some Europeans, hypocritical. In fighting their own wars against terrorists, Britain and 
other countries have relied on preventive detention to hold dangerous militants who cannot immediately be charged. 
The German chancellor, Angela Merkel, has publicly acknowledged that existing legal categories for detention don't 
necessarily address the problem of stateless extremists who may be planning major attacks but haven't yet 
committed a specific crime. That doesn't mean that the current system of detention in Guantanamo is acceptable. But, 
as we argued in a previous editorial, the United States needs a way to hold some suspects without charge for a limited 
period under procedures regulated by law and U.S. courts.
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Once that regime is established, it will be possible to hold detainees from the war on terrorism in many U.S. prisons. 
In our view, Guantanamo should not be one of them, because it has become a symbol of abuses with which the 
United States needs to make a clean break. But the most urgent concerns of those pressing the Bush administration 
ought to be the closure of the CIA's secret facilities and the conversion of Bagram into an Afghan-only facility 
operated by the Afghan government. Foreign prisoners held by the United States, wherever they may be, should 
receive Red Cross visits; their detention should be governed by law, with the right of review and appeal to 
independent judges. Their interrogation should be conducted according to a single set of rules consistent with the 
Geneva Conventions and the Convention Against Torture. And they should be tried according to a system of justice 
that closely resembles the current court martial system.

It is the pursuit of these reforms, rather than the simple closure of Guantanamo, that ought to be the focus of those 
who seek to address U.S. violations of human rights.

This is the fifth and, for now, final editorial in a series about the Bush administration's detention and treatment of 
foreign prisoners. We will revisit the topic from time to time during coming months. The full series is available 
athttp://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14728  SOURCE: Washington Post

Gitmo Attorneys Make Law Journal's Top 100

BY CAROL ROSENBERG

With the U.S. Supreme Court soon to decide the fate of the Guantánamo war court, the prestigious National Law 
Journal has included three key litigators in the captives' legal challenges on its list of America's 100 most influential 
lawyers.

Among those included on the list, released Monday, was Navy Lt. Cmdr. Charlie Swift, 44, the Pentagon-appointed 
attorney for Osama bin Laden's driver. His client is now detained at the Navy base in Cuba and awaiting a high court 
decision in his case.

The journal dryly described Swift's Supreme Court challenge with Georgetown law professor Neal Katyal as ``a case 
that will determine whether the Geneva Conventions are enforceable in federal court through habeas corpus 
petitions.''

It also noted that in testimony before the U.S. Senate Judiciary Committee Swift declared that the formula for the 
current commissions ``abandoned the rule of law.''

The Supreme Court is expected to rule any day now on the legitimacy of President Bush's Military Commissions, 
where 10 of the 460 or so Guantánamo captives currently face war crimes charges.

''I'm flattered. I think that it's the case, not the attorney,'' said Swift, a 19-year Navy officer, after an ill-fated 
weekend trip to meet his client, Salim Hamdan of Yemen, following the recent suicides of by three other captives.

His client, a 36-year-old Yemeni with a fourth-grade education, refused to meet him, Swift said, because ``they 
interrogated him without me there -- about the suicides -- and that freaks him out.''

Asked why Hamdan would refuse to meet his lawyer, especially days ahead of a high court decision about his case, 
Swift replied: ``When you're in a powerless situation, you take it out on who you can.''

Almost simultaneously, guards found two Saudis and a Yemen captive hanging in their cells on June 10, prompting the 
Pentagon to suspend all Military Commission sessions.

In parallel, the Pentagon halted lawyer-client meetings for a few days, and cleared the remote Navy base of 
independent media, while launching an investigation.

None of the three Arabs who killed themselves in Camp 1 was charged before the commissions.

Swift, who will retire next year unless he is promoted, is the only active-duty military lawyer on the list, which 
includes such nationally recognized luminaries as:
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Former Bush administration Solicitor General Theodore Olson, 66; former Bush campaign recount attorney Fred H. 
Bartlit, 73; David Boies, 65, who handled Al Gore's side of the recount battle in the 2000 election; anti-death penalty 
DNA litigator Barry C. Scheck, 56, and Stanford constitutional law scholar Kathleen Sullivan, 50.

Separately, the list also included Michael Ratner, 66, the civil liberties lawyer at New York's Center for Constitutional 
Rights, which has championed Guantánamo detainees' habeas corpus petitions.

The Journal said Ratner's group ``was among the first to bring suits after Sept. 11, 2001, on behalf of alleged 
terrorists imprisoned in the U.S. Naval Station in Guantánamo Bay, Cuba; has opposed the Bush administration's use 
of executive power in the war on terrorism and the National Security Agency's domestic spying program.''

Also on the list was retired U.S. Appeals Court Judge John J. Gibbons, 81, who argued the first Guantánamo captive 
case before the Supreme Court -- Rasul v. Bush -- that gave detainees the right to file habeas corpus petitions in U.S. 
District Court and meet with attorneys for the first time in their captivity.

Rex Bossert, the Journal's editor-in-chief, said by e-mail today that the confluence of Guantánamo attorneys among 
the 100 was ``probably more of a coincidence than anything else, and perhaps not surprising because the most 
influential lawyers tend to work on the most high-profile cases.''

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14726  SOURCE: Miami Herald

Faces From Guantanamo

By Anthony Kaufman, AlterNet. 

'The Road to Guantanamo,' a powerful new docudrama, reveals how easy it is for innocent civilians to be 
swept up -- not to mention cruelly interrogated and tortured -- in America's 'war on terror.'  

After three inmates at the United States' Guantanamo Bay detention center killed themselves two weeks ago, camp 
commander Adm. Harry B. Harris Jr. told reporters that the suicides were "not an act of desperation, but an act of 
asymmetrical warfare waged against us."

But the three men -- Mani bin Shaman bin Turki al-Habardi, 30, Yasser Talal Abdulah Yahya al-Zahrani, 22, and Ali 
Abdullah Ahmed, 33 -- were never charged with a crime, and no evidence has been offered to prove that they were 
the "smart," "creative" and "committed" warriors that U.S. officials would lead us to believe.

"The Road to Guantanamo," an engrossing new movie (opening Friday) from British filmmakers Michael Winterbottom 
and Mat Whitecross, shows just how easy it is for innocent young people to be swept up in the United States' 
indiscriminate "war on terror" and suffer the kinds of indignities that could lead someone to take his own life.

The subjects of "Road to Guantamo," real-life British-Pakistani citizens Shafiq Rasul, Asif Iqbal and Rhuhel Ahmed, 
were eventually released from the camp and returned to Britain. But the "Tipton Three" (so dubbed for their 
hometown near Birmingham) were first held captive, interrogated and tortured at Guantanamo, and to this day have 
received neither reason nor apology for their 29-month imprisonment.

Knowing the facts of their story does little to diminish the power of seeing it unfold on screen. An effective hybrid of 
documentary and dramatic styles, "The Road to Guantanamo" employs interviews from the real-life Tipton Three, who 
narrate their own journey as it is recreated onscreen by first-time actors (a credible cast of Londoners led by Riz 
Agmed, Farhad Harun and Arfan Usman).

A couple years back, director Winterbottom crafted a similarly stunning docudrama called "In This World," a woefully 
under-seen immigration tale that followed two real-life Afghan refugees on a harrowing journey from Peshawar to 
Britain. (One of the "actors" in the film actually snuck into the United Kingdom on his own after production finished.)

Like that movie, "Road to Guantanamo" is subtle, realist filmmaking, never beating viewers over the head in the 
Michael Moore mode, notwithstanding some brief damning clips of George W. Bush ("These are bad people," he offers 
in his typically simple-minded fashion) and Donald Rumsfeld ("There is no doubt in my mind that the treatment is 
humane and appropriate and consistent with the Geneva Convention, for the most part," italics added).
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"Road to Guantanamo" presents the events that led to the young men's seizure and incarceration in a straightforward, 
factual manner. No embellishment is needed; their actual journey was just as tense and shocking as Hollywood 
fiction. In fact, Shafiq, Asif and Rhuhel (and another friend Monir, lost along the way) are shown as normal, 
rambunctious twentysomethings right out of a teen comedy. Call it "Harold and Kumar Go to Afghanistan."

After traveling to Pakistan for the wedding of one of the young men, they answer a humanitarian call to help out the 
Afghani people, and set off to the neighboring country in search of adventure and oversized naan. But once in 
Afghanistan, U.S. bombs begin dropping and the gang tries to escape, only to end up on a bus going the wrong 
direction and smack dab in the middle of all-out war.

Talk about a bad spring break. Like Winterbottom's similarly improvised and inspired (but far less serious) films "24 
Hour Party People" and "Tristram Shandy," it would be almost funny -- if what happened to the Tipton blokes wasn't 
so horrible.

At first, they think the Americans will save them. But quickly, after being badgered, beaten, shipped to Cuba and 
fitted with jumpsuits and blacked-out goggles, they realize quite the opposite is true.

What's potentially frustrating about experiencing "The Road to Guantanamo" -- and it is an experience: thrilling, 
maddening and tragic -- is how little the boys assert their innocence. If someone imprisoned you, wouldn't you try to 
explain your situation, call your mother or an official back home, find someone to back up your story?

But at one point, after being interrogated for the umpteenth time and accused of Al-Qaida ties, one of the men reveals 
the terrible double bind of Gitmo. "I can't prove it to you, and you won't believe me," he explains, "so I'm not going to 
say anything."

A combination of Kafkaesque absurdity and Stalinist brutality, the camp scenes reveal the sheer hopelessness of 
Guantanamo detention. "You're Al Qaida," repeat officials over and over again, as if the incessant reiteration of the 
accusation makes it true. U.S. forces are unrelenting, doing all they can to force a confession, be it true or false. You 
begin to wonder how anyone could handle the stress, let alone maintain their sanity through the lies, coercion, threats 
and torture.

And torture, it is. "Road to Guantanamo" depicts incidents where the young men are chained, standing in stress 
positions, in isolation cells and subjected to heavy metal music and strobe lights for hours on end. Whatever Bush, 
Rumsfeld or government lawyers say about the United States' policy on torture, these scenes give us a sense of the 
brutal reality. The fact that it isn't actual reality -- but a reenactment of it -- may actually help viewers digest the 
horror of torture. It's a strategic paradox often used by Winterbottom; in dramatization, he arrives at a truth that 
audiences may be too inured to confront in a documentary.

Never sensational, "Road to Guantanamo" isn't agit-prop, but it does strike a powerful blow at the heart of the Bush 
administration's callous wartime policies, revealing the suffering it has inflicted on innocent people.

As Asif Iqbal says, reflecting back on his experiences at the end of the "Road to Guantanamo," "The world is not a nice 
place." 

Anthony Kaufman has written about films and the film industry for the New York Times, the Chicago Tribune and Utne 
Magazine.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14724  SOURCE: Alternet.org

Close Guantánamo, and Its Mindset

Rami Khouri 

Guantánamo is both American prison and un-American mindset. The violations it embodies reflect how far 
the Bush administration has travelled from legality, says Rami G Khouri. 
 
 
George W Bush said on 14 June 2006 that he'd like to close the Guantánamo Bay detention centre, "but I also 
recognise that we're holding some people there that are darn dangerous, and that we better have a plan to deal with 
them in our courts." 
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Well, most of the world, and many Americans, also believe that there are some "darn dangerous" people running the 
White House these days, which is why Guantánamo is in the news again. Any day now the United States Supreme 
Court is expected to deliver its verdict in a case raised by Salim Ahmed Hamdan, a Yemeni national who has been 
held at Guantánamo along with another 460 detainees. Hamdan is challenging the constitutionality of the American 
military "commissions", or special courts, that were established to try him and other "unlawful combatants".
  

It is important to distinguish the two very different strands that define the Hamdan case and the larger issue of the 
Guantánamo detainees. On the one hand are the fine points of law, and on the other is the more blunt projection of 
American power globally. It can be hard to separate these two issues, due to the devastating emotional and political 
impact of terrorism. The crimes and wilful inhumanity of 9/11 were so severe that this American government believes 
it can do anything it wishes to capture and punish the perpetrators, regardless of international or American law. 

The Guantánamo Bay detention facility and its key questionable attributes – the treatment of prisoners, the lack of 
due process of law protections, the special "trials" the prisoners will be given – do not emanate from a political 
vacuum. They reflect a wider attitude among the Bush administration that savages sovereign foreign lands and sacred 
American constitutional traditions at the same time. Guantánamo is a place; but it is also a political mindset that 
defines the Bush White House and touches the lives of billions of people around the world. The Guantánamo mindset 
that has guided Washington's policies since 9/11 is the unfortunate consequence of an unprecedented convergence of 
anger, fear, ignorance and power. 

The anger, understandably, is a result of the 9/11 attacks. The fear that Americans felt that day has been grotesquely 
cultivated by the Bush White House as an enduring foundation for partisan politics at home and something 
approaching lynchings and posse justice as a foreign policy. 

Ignorance defines how the Bush folks woefully misdiagnosed two key things: the nature, causes and aims of the terror 
that was directed against their land five years ago; and the cultural and political landscapes of the Arab-Asian region 
where they have deployed their army in strength. Power, finally, is the asset that the United States has in greatest 
supply, especially military, technological and economic power, but that it has used in an erratic and often counter-
productive way. Not surprisingly, most governments and people around the world today fear the consequences of 
American foreign policy. 

  
Guantánamo captures the dilemma of this land and culture with impressive values that are distorted and momentarily 
diminished by the convergent furies of its own anger, fear, ignorance and power. Since 9/11 the American 
government has done many strange things, for a democratic beacon on a hill: 

waged unilateral wars 
changed regimes at will 
generated false and ideologically-driven proof of imminent threats 
mangled its own intelligence agencies 
tapped the communications of its own citizens without securing required court orders 
ignored the will of the world at the United Nations 
held hundreds of detainees at Guantánamo and elsewhere without giving them the due process of law 
abused prisoners at Abu Ghraib and other such centres 
sent prisoners around the world for torture and mistreatment 
continued to threaten countries if they do not fall in line 
turned a blind eye to Arab and Asian despots and dictators who cooperate with its "global war on terror".
Guantánamo and its mindset is all of this and more, and seems distinctly un-American, which is why the judiciary has 
been called in to sort things out. The Supreme Court intervened in June 2004 to overrule George W Bush's November 
2001 executive order authorising indefinite detention of suspected terrorists or any other "bad guys", without due 
process of law (i.e., detainees having a lawyer, being formally charged in court, or being told the accusations and 
evidence against them). The court affirmed that, according to international law and the American constitution, the 
Guantánamo detainees must be given access to American courts of law to challenge their detention and trials. 

This is why so many of us out here in the swamp of the middle east still admire America and wish to emulate so many 
of its core principles. When the chips are down, the law is what matters; and the single most important operative 
principle of law is that it applies equally to all human beings in the land – or in its custody. 

The Supreme Court's decision on Guantánamo will show American culture at its best, defining and affirming the rule of 
law and also curbing the political excesses of an enraged executive branch. 

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14722  SOURCE: Open Democracy
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Former Detainee Paints Harrowing Portrait of Life at Guantánamo Bay

Avery Walker

Ex-detainee says suicide attempts were commonplace

Jailers at the US base in Guantánamo Bay have coerced confessions they knew to be false, beaten prisoners to the 
point of disability, and given detainees psychotropic drugs they believed were for common physical ailments, 
according to an account one former detainee gave RAW STORY.

The story of the Tipton Three, three young English citizens captured by an Afghan warlord and transferred to 
Guantánamo, has been documented in international newspaper interviews, a successful lawsuit against the US 
government and in the upcoming film, The Road to Guantánamo. One of the detainees, Ruhal Ahmed, spoke to RAW 
STORY earlier this week.

As Ahmed tries to return to his former life in West Midlands, England, he says there remains much to be learned from 
his time as an "enemy combatant" held prisoner by the United States.

The capture of the Tipton Three

Ahmed, Shafiq Rasul, and Asif Iqbal were boyhood friends on their way to a wedding in September 2001. Iqbal was to 
be married in Faisalabad, Pakistan. The wedding was arranged by his parents. Ahmed was to be best man. 

But it wasn't to be. Afghan warlord and U.S. ally Rashid Dostum labeled them al Qaeda operatives and arrested all 
three. At the time, Dostum and others from the Northern Alliance were rounding prisoners up to hand over to the US 
as proof of their allegiance to US forces.

Along with what they say were hundreds of other detainees, the three were forced into containers so tight their chests 
pressed against their knees. Bullets pierced the walls, Ahmed says, killing some prisoners but allowing enough air in 
to keep others alive. 

Mass graves found near Mazar-e-Sharif have since revealed that hundreds of prisoners captured by Dostum died 
before they ever made it into US custody. Stories of mass suffocation are not unique.

Today, Dostum is chief of staff to the commander of Afghanistan's armed forces.

'If I moved, they would shoot me'

Dostum held the three for nearly a month, along with thirty or forty other survivors. "We had no food [or] water for 
about two weeks," Ahmed says. "No bath, no shave. We had body lice." Ahmed recalls "bleeding everywhere" from 
scratching.

Things improved slightly when the men were transferred to an American airbase in Kandahar. It was there that 
Ahmed claims he first suffered abuse at the hands of the American and British militaries.

"I was on my knees," Ahmed recalls somberly, drifting, "and they were interrogating me at the same time... I think it 
was a nine millimeter in his hand. And he put it to the temple of my head, and he told me if I moved, they would 
shoot me." A US soldier was holding the gun, he says, and an MI-5 officer was present. Nobody, he claims, moved to 
intervene.

The presence of a gun at an interrogation, Ahmed says, was not unique. 
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"There were other guns, machine guns, always," he explains.

It was in Kandahar that Ahmed first learned of the US prison at Guantánamo Bay.

"They never told us where we were [or] where we were going,"ﾝ Ahmed remarks. "I was in Kandahar for six weeks, 
so I got to know certain soldiers. They said, 'You might go to Guantánamo.'"

"But I wasn't sure. You can't trust the guards."ﾝ Even today, Ahmed claims, Guantánamo jailers refuse to tell or 
confirm to detainees what part of the world they're being held in.

Life at Guantánamo Bay

The guards in Kandahar weren't lying. 

Ahmed was stripped down, given body and cavity searches and had his head and beard shaved. He was then dressed 
in goggles, a woolen cap, a jacket and what jailers called a "three piece suit"ﾝ: a chain that wraps around the waist, 
connecting handcuffs to shackles. He was on his way to Guantánamo.

There, abuse continued as "the rule, not the exception," Ahmed recalls. Interrogations would be as often as twice a 
day, or as lengthy as twelve hours, he adds. 

Such interrogations were done under the pretense that the world was unaware prisoners were being held at the base, 
he says. But thanks to the guards at Kandahar, Ahmed knew better.

"I believed people knew detainees were in Guantánamo," he explains. "But we were told that nobody cares and 
nobody is going to be doing anything about it. After being told that a hundred, a thousand times, you start to believe 
it."

A change in leadership, he says, changed detainee life for the worse.

"The treatment got really, really bad when [Major General] Miller came," Ahmed avers. "That's when it all started. 
That's when the torture and interrogation with dogs, hot and cold environment -- stuff like that started happening."

In addition to the more widely reported use of dogs and guns in interrogations, Ahmed claims that one of the most 
painful forms of abuse was simply being in an extreme environment -- prisoners could be placed in cells that were 
allowed to grow extremely hot during the day and dropped to freezing at night.

When asked what other forms of abuse he personally experienced, Ahmed says quickly and gravely, "sexual abuse." A 
strange silence follows. When asked for specifics, he says simply, "I don't really want to go into details."

Major General Geoffrey Miller took over at Guantánamo Bay in November of 2002, with the aim of bringing order to 
the camp. He has since been reassigned to head US operations at Abu Ghraib.

The confession

"After going through five months of torture, being interrogated twice a day, left in isolation," Ahmed says, "they broke 
me."

He and his friends admitted to appearing in a propaganda video with Osama bin Laden and 9/11 hijacker Mohammed 
Atta, both of whom he claims to have never met. 

But the confession was contradicted by evidence already known to UK authorities: that Ahmed was working, on 
probation, and serving community service in Tipton at the time the tape was filmed. 

Ahmed admits to having been arrested for a number of petty offenses, including theft, lying to police, and handling 
stolen goods. Though none of the crimes linked him to militant Islam, they provided investigators with a public record 
of his whereabouts at the time the tape was filmed.

Shafiq Rasul also admitted to appearing in the tape but was since confirmed to have been working in an electronics 
store in West Midlands County, England at the time the film was produced.
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More strange is the fact that verification of this information -- if it ever took place -- didn't seem to be a factor in 
either man's release. 

"They just dropped it, really," Ahmed says. 

"They had no idea what they were doing," he adds. "They just wanted scapegoats. They just want people to believe 
that Guantánamo Bay is right."

Ahmed believes that Guantánamo interrogators were "obviously" aware that they were extracting false information 
from detainees. "By torturing people, you cannot make them confess the truth," he explains. "You can make them say 
what you want, but you can't get what you don't [already] know. Torture doesn't work."

"It shouldn't be allowed in any country, whatsoever," he adds. "Even if a tortured person is a terrorist, you've just 
become a terrorist by torturing them. You've actually come to his level, and that's the last thing you want."

Maj. Gen. Miller has claimed 400 prisoners at Guantánamo Bay have confessed to being involved in terrorism, and 
have continued to provide "actionable intelligence" to interrogators.

'His name was Mishal'

"His name is Mishal, I can remember him very well, because I was [sharing a cell] with him for a long time," Ahmed 
recalls. "We heard that something happened to him, that he tried to hang himself. They had to take him to a separate 
side of the hospital, and bring in a brain surgeon to work on him."

Ahmed is convinced, based on accounts from other detainees and his own experience at the hospital, that the injuries 
were not a result of the suicide attempt, but of a subsequent beating from jailers. According to Ahmed, suicide 
attempts, though recently gaining media attention, have never been uncommon at Guantánamo Bay.

"There's hunger strikes, there's protesting, not talking in interrogation," Ahmed says, "but there's really nothing [else] 
you can do."

As a result, Ahmed claims that suicides, either out of protest or desperation, have become commonplace. "I witnessed 
many, many suicide attempts in Guantánamo," Ahmed told RAW STORY. "American officials have actually said about 
26 or 46 or something like that, but when I was there, I can recall hundreds of attempts."

US personnel actively attempt to prevent suicide on the base but with methods he believes to be counter-productive 
to improving detainee well-being.

"If the soldiers knew that you had attempted, or were going to attempt [suicide], they would take away your towels, 
your clothes. Basically, you would be naked in your cell."

Ahmed also raised disturbing allegations relating to the camp's psychiatric policies. He describes a prison population 
that is largely unaware they are being given a psychotropic drug.

"There was no help given in terms of psyche or anything," he explains. "The only medication they gave you was 
Prozac--for everything, they gave you Prozac. They offered me Prozac."

"Most detainees don't even know what Prozac is," he adds. "They think it is a headache pill or stomach ache pill."

The popular anti-depressant, also known as Fluoxetine hydrochloride, is known to have the side-effects of trembling, 
weakness, restlessness, skin rash, insomnia, itching and changes in weight.

When reached for outside confirmation, attorneys for Guantánamo Bay inmates directed RAW STORY to earlier 
statements taken from the Tipton three, indicating that all made the Prozac allegation. Mr. Rasul has claimed in 
statements to US courts that one doctor on the base was an exception to the rule, attempting to address situational 
issues like loneliness before offering prisoners the drug.

When asked how he coped with conditions at the base, Ahmed's quiet and unmistakably British voice breaks with 
tears. 

"At Guantánamo, we just had to be strong," he said. "I ask myself that sometimes."

Back into the world
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During his time at Guantánamo Bay, the British embassy never responded his requests for aid, Ahmed says. And 
though US officials have visited the camp, he claims prisoners were never aware. None of them, to his knowledge, 
ever asked prisoners about conditions. 

"One day," Ahmed continues, "they just told us we were coming home. We were handed over to the British 
government, the British police and [then] to Paddington in London."

After two days of questioning at Paddington Station, he explains, "They open the doors and said, 'you can go home.'"

The release of Ahmed, Iqbal and Rasul in March 2004 came four months after the US Supreme Court agreed to hear 
the detainees' legal challenge to their indefinite imprisonment without charges, and less than three months before the 
court sided in their favor.

"I think that was one of the reasons why we were released," Ahmed says. "It's not the reason, but it's probably one of 
the reasons. There was a lot of pressure on Tony Blair by the British MPs."

Ahmed is now married, with a family. Dogs and children are frequent interruptions in an otherwise sober interview. 

He's been busy these last few weeks discussing detainee suicides and the upcoming film with reporters, though he 
plans to step away from the media after the movie's release. When asked if he plans to stay active in politics or 
media, he answers vehemently: "No, no, no. Only if it needs to be. [To talk about] Guantánamo and prisons alike."

But freedom from Guantánamo Bay, he says, hasn't erased the scars. "Life," he chokes, "will never be normal 
anymore."

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14721  SOURCE: Raw Story

June 23, 2006 

UN Torture Envoy Says Europe Should Consider Taking Some Guantanamo 
Detainees

VIENNA, Austria (AP) - European governments can help the United States close down its detention centre for terror 
suspects at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, by considering taking in some of the inmates still held there, the UN special 
envoy for torture said Thursday. 

Manfred Nowak told Austrian radio station FM4 that EU countries which fiercely criticized Washington for abuses at 
Guantanamo - and pressed U.S. President George W. Bush during his trip to Europe this week to shut the facility 
down - need to be part of the answer. 

"We as European Union states have criticized the United States . . . you can't only criticize without then assisting them 
in solving the problem," Nowak said. 

"It should be a joint solution where Europe and other parts of the world should play an active part," he said. 

Bush said after Wednesday's summit with EU officials in Vienna that he wanted to close Guantanamo and send 
detainees back to their home countries, but that some were dangerous and arrangements would have to be made to 
ensure they did not pose a public threat. 

Bush said 200 detainees had been sent home, and that of the 460 remaining, most were from Saudi Arabia, Yemen 
and Afghanistan. Some, he said, are "cold-blooded killers. They will murder somebody if they are let out on the 
street." 
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Nowak, the United Nations' special investigator for torture, contended the percentage of detainees who would pose a 
threat if released "is very, very small" - perhaps as few as five per cent. 

But he called anew for the facility to be closed as quickly as possible, underscoring deep concerns across Europe that 
detainees are being denied due process and are being held for years without formal charges. 

Those concerns flared this month after three Guantanamo inmates killed themselves, triggering a wave of fresh 
demands for its immediate shutdown that overshadowed Bush's meetings with senior EU officials. 

"We want to avoid that further people commit suicide out of desperation, and that desperation comes from the fact 
that they are detained indefinitely," said Nowak, adding that he expects Guantanamo shuttered by year's end. 

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14748  SOURCE: CNews.canoe.ca

Guantanamo Bay Protest Game To Kick-off

A MOCK football match between "Guantanamo Bay detainees" and "prison guards" will kick-off at the Al Fateh 
Corniche, Manama, tomorrow.

Players on the detainees' team will have to play with their hands tied behind their backs and their goalkeeper will be 
blindfolded to symbolise the fact that detainees are not able to compete on a level playing field. 

The players on the "US military" team will be free to commit fouls on their opponents with disregard for the referee, 
who in this case will represent the United Nations (UN).

The game is being organised by Amnesty International (AI) Bahrain to highlight the "continuing miscarriage of justice" 
at Guantanamo Bay.

It is being called "The Great Game of Injustice: Guantanamo Bay" and kicks off at 5.30pm.

The mock play-off between the "US government and military" and "Guantanamo Bay detainees" is being held as part 
of the AI Bahrain campaign against the continued detention of more than 450 prisoners without access to free and fair 
trials at the US military base in Cuba. 

The event also marks the UN International Day in Support of Victims of Torture, which falls on June 26, AI Bahrain co-
ordinator Nasser Burdestani said.

"Because of World Cup fever these days, we decided to use a football game to highlight the continuing miscarriage of 
justice at Guantanamo Bay," he said.

"Ev-erybody worldwide will be focusing from now until July 9 on the latest statistics of the World Cup matches: shots 
on goals, penalty kicks, ball possession, fouls committed, yellow and red cards. 

"Meanwhile, a different kind of statistic will continue to go unnoticed in Guan-tanamo Bay - where there are no red 
cards handed out because the referee is not watching the game.

"By showing what these games of football would look like if the rules and the human beings involved were treated the 
way they are at Guantanamo Bay, we hope to highlight this injustice."

Former prisoners of Guantanamo Bay have described appalling prison conditions and torture inflicted by prison 
officials including physical abuse, sexual humiliation, force-feeding and psychological mistreatment, Mr Burdestani 
said.

"This has been repeated by FBI and prison staff," he said. 

None of the prisoners, some of whom have been held at the prison camp for more than four years, has been given 
access to trials based on international standards of fairness, he added.
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"We must take our responsibilities and stop being complicit with this human rights scandal through apathy and 
silence," he said.

The event is open to spectators. 

For more information, contact Nasser Burdestani on 39423421.
 
http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14744  SOURCE: Gulf Daily News

Statement from Khalid Ben Mustapha on the Guantanamo Deceased

In the name of Allah, the Merciful, the Kind 

It was the will of Allah that Yasser would be my last neighbour at Guantanamo before I returned to France. I have 
very good memories of him and when I left him, his faith was very strong. He spent his days reading the Quran until 
he memorised it. 

He often spoke me about his childhood and how much he loved his family. He would insist that I should come and visit 
him in Saudi Arabia when he leaves Guantanamo which proves that it was really his intention to leave there and not 
to kill himself. It is impossible that he could have killed himself because he understood his religion well and knew that 
Allah has forbidden this. How can you believe that he killed himself when he even avoided minor sins? For example, 
he never looked at the female soldiers that the Americans brought to Guantanamo Bay just to provoke us and use 
them to pressurise us during interrogations by touching us sexually. 

I want to tell Yasser's father that his son loved him very much and often spoke to me about him and that he was 
proud of him. 

I also knew Manu' and Ali Abdullah. They too knew the Holy Quran by heart. 

They were all very brave and pious and they had all left their homes so that the word of Allah would be exalted and 
their families should be proud of them. They were killed in the way of Allah. May Allah grant them martyrdom. Amen.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14740  Cageprisoners.com

'The Road to Guantánamo' Offers Grim Chronicles That Anger and Stir

By A. O. SCOTT

THE release of "The Road to Guantánamo" comes shortly after the suicides of three prisoners held in American 
custody in Guantánamo Bay, Cuba, and in the midst of renewed concern, in the United States and abroad, about the 
mistreatment of detainees and the policy of holding suspected terrorists at the detention camp. In a sense, then, the 
film, which is based on the testimony of three British Muslims captured in Afghanistan in 2001 and held at 
Guantánamo for more than two years, does not tell us anything new. It is nonetheless a wrenching and dismaying 
account of cruelty and bureaucratic indifference, a graphic tour of a place many citizens of Western democracies 
would prefer not to think about.

It should be emphasized that the movie, directed by Michael Winterbottom and Mat Whitecross, is not a documentary. 
It does rely on talking-head interviews with the former prisoners — Shafiq Rasul, Asif Iqbal and Ruhel Ahmed, known 
collectively as the Tipton Three for the town in northern England where they grew up — and faithfully reproduces their 
version of events. Most of what the audience sees on screen, however, is a re-enactment, conducted mainly by 
nonprofessional actors. By the time the action reaches Guantánamo — those scenes were shot in Iran — the artifice is 
unmistakable, since no camera could have penetrated the actual isolation cells, interrogation rooms and chicken-wire 
cages of Camps X-Ray and Delta. But earlier sequences in Pakistan and Afghanistan have the shaky, grainy urgency of 
real life captured on the fly.

This is not the first time Mr. Winterbottom has mingled the techniques of documentary and fictional filmmaking; he 
did it whimsically in his mischievous nonadaptation "Tristram Shandy: A Cock and Bull Story," pruriently in the 
moodily hard-core "9 Songs" and soberly in "In This World," his grim chronicle of young refugees in flight from 
Afghanistan. Nor is he alone in teasing the cinematic boundary between storytelling and truth-telling. He seems to 
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have been inspired at least partly by Iranian films like "Close-Up," "The Apple" and "Where Is the Friend's House?," 
which used ordinary people and on-location photography to recreate real events.

Those films can induce a kind of vertigo in the viewer, an almost philosophical confusion about the literalness of the 
filmed image. And "The Road to Guantánamo" can be disorienting, especially in its first half, as it switches back and 
forth between the recollections of the three main characters and the raw immediacy of their restaged ordeal. It is 
sometimes hard to match the speakers with the amateur actors playing them, or to establish a clear sense of who 
they are. 

Curiously, their personalities emerge only in the dehumanized environment of Guantánamo itself, when their heads 
have been shaved and they are dressed in identical orange jumpsuits. There, as the combination of tedium and 
brutality stretches time and tests their endurance, the movie begins to gather the emotional force that is likely to 
leave you sickened, shaken and angry. For their part, the former detainees look back calmly and speak about their 
worst moments with a combination of detachment and puzzlement. How did this happen to them?

"The Road to Guantánamo," relying as it does on their testimony, does not entirely answer that question. In 
September 2001, Mr. Iqbal flew to Pakistan to meet the woman his mother had chosen for him to marry. Shortly 
afterward, Mr. Ahmed, who had agreed to be the best man at the wedding, arrived with two other friends, Mr. Rasul 
and Monir Ali. 

The story of how they ended up in Afghanistan is left a bit hazy, in spite of vivid images of miserable bus rides over 
bumpy, unpaved roads. The idea of crossing the border into Afghanistan seems to have arisen almost on a whim. 
They wanted to see for themselves what was going on and to participate in a humanitarian aid mission organized by 
the imam of a mosque in Karachi, Pakistan. Sitting in an outdoor restaurant one evening, they talk excitedly about the 
size of Afghan flatbreads, as if they were planning a culinary road trip.

As the war against the Taliban intensifies, the four young men travel first to Kandahar, then to Kabul and finally to 
Kunduz, where they are captured by Northern Alliance soldiers. At that point, an arduous, possibly ill-advised 
adventure turns into a nightmare, as they are first accused of being Al Qaeda fighters and then, after months of harsh 
treatment, coerced into confessing that they are.

There may still be some die-hards who respond to pictures of hooded prisoners and detailed accounts of physical and 
psychological abuse with accusations of anti-Americanism. The filmmakers and the Tipton Three are fairly circumspect 
with regard to their own political beliefs, but their ideological commitments are really beside the point. A news clip 
shows President Bush referring to the Guantánamo detainees as "bad guys," and it is not necessary to believe that the 
Tipton Three were good guys — one of them had a police record in Britain — to be appalled at their treatment. 

And also profoundly depressed. "The Road to Guantánamo," while far from a great movie, nonetheless effectively 
dramatizes a position that has been argued, by principled commentators on the left and the right, for several years 
now: that the abuse of prisoners, innocent or not, is not only repugnant in its own right. It also squanders a crucial 
strategic advantage in the fight against terrorism, namely the moral superiority of liberal democracy to the nihilism 
and extremism that oppose it. 

The facts on which "The Road to Guantánamo" is based are horrifying, and in its most effective moments it provokes 
strong feelings of helplessness and dread. But by far the scariest thing about this movie is that, for too many people 
in this country and elsewhere, it may already have lost the power to shock. 

"The Road to Guantánamo" is rated R (Under 17 not admitted without a guardian) for language and violence.

The Road to Guantánamo

Opens today in New York; 

Arlington, Va.; Berkeley, Encino, Irvine, Los Angeles, Pasadena, San Francisco and San Rafael, Calif.; Cambridge and 
Waltham, Mass.; and Washington. 

Directed by Michael Winterbottom and Mat Whitecross; director of photography, Marcel Zyskind; music by Harry 
Escott and Molly Nyman; production designer, Mark Digby; produced by Andrew Eaton and Melissa Parmenter; 
released by Roadside Attractions. Running time: 91 minutes. 

WITH: Riz Ahmed (Shafiq), Farhad Harun (Ruhel), Waqar Siddiqui (Monir) and Arfan Usman (Asif). 

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14739  SOURCE: New York Times
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Martyrs of the Rule of Law

By Asim Qureshi 

 “They have no regard for human life. Neither ours nor their own. I believe this was not an act of desperation but an 
act of asymmetric warfare against us.” 

[Navy Rear Admiral Harry Harris] 

“And do not kill yourselves (nor kill one another). Surely Allah is Most Merciful to you” 

[The Qur’an – Surah An Nisa: Ayat 29] 

The deaths of the three men in Guantanamo Bay has raised a number of questions about the nature of Islam and its 
relationship with suicide, as expressed in the media. The common fallacy that Muslims have a desire to kill themselves 
has been underlined in the apparent revelation of the “suicides” by US officials. 

As the verse from the Qur’an above suggests, it is completely forbidden for a Muslim to take his or her own life, 
according to the laws of Islam. 

According to US authorities, the three men hanged themselves with nooses made out of clothes and bed sheets. This 
was said to be stated without any evidence, or independent verification. Guantanamo over the last five years has 
become synonymous with illegality and lies. There has never been transparency which would allow the world to really 
know what goes behind the closed fences of Camp Delta. 

A statement was released that the military tribunals had been suspended until further notice. Lawyers were 
immediately denied access to the base as it began to seal itself off from the world. Many believe this to be a tactic in 
order to apply stricter regimes on the detainees, especially after statements made by Colonel Mike Bumgarner who 
said, “They have shown time and time again that we can’t trust them any farther than we can throw them. There is 
not a trustworthy son of a…in the entire bunch.” With all the lawyers banned from the base, it will be impossible for 
other detainees to give information relating to the incident. 

In addition, all press were expelled from the base on June 14, to prevent any coverage of the deaths. Gitanjali 
Gutierrez, an attorney for the Centre for Constitutional Rights, said, “This press crackdown is the administration’s 
latest betrayal of fundamental American values. The Bush Administration is afraid of American reporters, afraid of 
American attorneys and afraid of American laws.” If the events were as clear cut as they were initially made out, there 
would be no need for such a move. 

There have been many calls for independent verification of the facts surrounding the deaths. But the US, has already 
conducted the autopsies, removing the possibility of independent fact finding. 

The refusal to return the bodies to the families after such a long period has greatly upset the world Muslim 
community. The performance of the burial rites and the funeral prayer at the camp is unacceptable. 

Under normal circumstances, the burial rites of washing the body and shrouding it in white cloth would be the 
responsibility of the family, it is an opportunity for them to spend time with the body and fulfil one last action out of 
love. This was denied to the families. Instead, 5 Muslim workers at the camp were brought to perform the rites. 
Further the funeral prayer was also conducted by only these 5 men. 

In Islamic Law, great emphasis is placed on the Muslim community coming to pray the funeral prayer over the body. 
The Prophet Muhammad explained that any Muslim who died and had the funeral prayer performed by three rows of 
Muslims would be forgiven their sins. As there were only 5 people present to pray the funeral, this right of the person 
could not be fulfilled. Further, those other detainees who had grown to love these men as their own brothers were 
denied the ability to perform this last service. 

It is shocking for Muslims all over the world to hear of funeral rites performed in such a manner, by Muslims seen to 
have colluded with the very individuals responsible for the deaths. For that reason, they are probably the last people 
who should have performed the rites. It has been taken as one of the worst insults to the entire community. 

Denial that these men could not have committed suicide is not a conspiracy theory. It comes as a result of so many 
statements and inconsistencies that all indicate that there is something amiss. 
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The deceased have been spoken about in the highest of terms by all those who knew them. They have been referred 
to with such praise over their patience in dealing with such a horrible situation, that for those who knew them, 
particularly ex-detainees Tarek Dergoul and Mamdouh Habib, the thought of their suicide would not even register. 
Dergoul particularly believes that such an incident could have only comes as a result of an accidental or purposeful 
killing, as it is impossible to commit suicide in either the regular prisons or isolation. 

The veil of secrecy that surrounds Guantanamo is the legal nightmare that the Rule of Law and rights such as habeas 
corpus came to change. These concepts have been ignored by the Americans. The three men; Manei al-Otaibi, Yasser 
al-Zahrani and Ali Abdullah Ahmed Al Salami, are viewed as martyrs by Muslims across the world. Yet they are not 
just martyrs of Islam, they are also the martyrs of the Rule of Law. 

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14738  Cageprisoners.com 

June 24, 2006

Amnesty is Banned in Bahrain Over Guantanamo Protest Game

By GEOFFREY BEW

MANAMA: A human rights group has been banned from carrying out any activity after it planned a mock football 
match to raise awareness about the plight of Guantanamo Bay prisoners.

Amnesty International (AI) Bahrain had organised the game between "Guantanamo Bay detainees" and "prison 
guards" to highlight the continuing "miscarriage of justice" at the US-run camp.

But Social Development Ministry assistant under-secretary Waheed Al Qassim stepped in to prevent the match, saying 
the non-governmental organisation was not officially registered and had no right to engage in any activity.

The match, called "The Great Game of Injustice: Guantanamo Bay", was due to kick off at the Al Fateh Corniche last 
night.

"They do not know the role of members of Amnesty International and the way we are structured," said AI Bahrain co-
ordinator Nasser Burdestani.

"We are not working on issues related to Bahrain but global campaigns."

"I received a call from Mr Al Qassim and he said they were not allowing us to go ahead with the match and we had to 
stop it otherwise they would have to call the police.

"We have been operating in this country since 2002 dealing with women's rights, international criminal courts, the 
control of arms and stopping torture.

"We are officially registered from Amnesty International and we have been welcomed by so many officials and Shura 
Council representatives and even the former Social Affairs minister.

"I reported the matter to Amnesty International head office and they are going to meet to decide what to do.

"For the time being, we have cancelled the event and we will suspend all our activities until the misunderstanding is 
cleared up."

Bahrain MP Shaikh Mohammed Khalid, who has been among those fighting for the release of Bahraini detainees from 
Guantanamo and was due to take part in the mock game, said the government action was "unfortunate".
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"It was only a symbolic event, there was not going to be any violence or destruction or anything to disturb security," 
he told the GDN.

"Families of Guantanamo detainees were going to turn up to watch and they are upset as it makes them feel the 
government is saying one thing and doing something else."

Human rights activist Abdulnabi Al Ekri was "astonished".

"It is an international issue and even in the US there is objection to it (Guantanamo Bay)," said the Bahrain Human 
Rights Society training and awareness chairman.

"The whole world is asking for the closure of Guantanamo and the Bahrain government claim they have addressed this 
matter with the US government.

"I think this game could even have taken place in the US without being objected to."

Social Development Minister Dr Fatima Al Balooshi was not available for comment yesterday.

The mock game was also due to mark the UN International Day in Support of Victims of Torture, which falls on 
Monday.

Three Bahrainis currently being held at Guantanamo Bay are Isa Al Murbati, 42, Juma Mohammed Al Dossary, 32, and 
Salah Abdul Rasool Al Blooshi, 24. 
 
http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14775  SOURCE: Gulf Daily News

 

Guantanamo Moving To Prevent Suicides

BY CAROL ROSENBERG
Knight Ridder Newspapers

MIAMI - Guantanamo Bay guards now collect captives' bedsheets during daylight hours, so the prisoners won't shred 
them and turn them into nooses.

Since three Arab captives hanged themselves in their cells at the U.S. naval base in Cuba on June 10, some detainees 
now get tear-proof towels rather than those made of cotton.

As commanders search for ways to reduce the risk of suicide inside the Pentagon's detention and interrogation camps, 
outsiders argue that the U.S. military should rethink the basics - from the guards' routine to the way they treat the 
460 or so captives who have been held on suspected links to al-Qaida and the Taliban for more than four years.

"I would think that something about the prison routine has to be examined. That's probably why this happened," said 
Victor D. Lofgreen, a Chicago-based consultant on prisons and a former military police officer.

"Of course, detainees watch the routine and know everything that happens - who cheats on the time clock and goes 
out for a cigarette, how often a guard goes by. They'll study them for months and months and use it - whether it's for 
escape or to hurt the staff or suicide."

Lofgreen, a former prison superintendent, said no prison can be made suicide-proof.

But you reduce the risk, he said, by increasing vigilance: perhaps through the numbers of guards and cameras; 
reducing the items that captives might turn into weapons of self-destruction; and constantly monitoring their 
emotional state.

"Essentially, if you take an entire institution and make it into a suicide detention facility, you'd have to take out 
everything - cloth, towels, sheets, pillow cases - and turn them into nonlethal kinds of materials: paper gowns, paper 
sheets for the beds, paper covers for the pillows, plastic utensils that are very weak and not able to be used for 
cutting," he said.
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Navy Cmdr. Robert Durand, a prison camps spokesman, declined to discuss, even generally, any different thinking or 
approaches being implemented at the prison.

"I can't offer you any additional information on the steps we are taking to prevent suicides, as the matter is currently 
under investigation," he said in an e-mail Monday.

Before the clampdown on information, Rear Adm. Harry Harris Jr., the prison camps commander, accused the captives 
who killed themselves of carrying out "asymmetrical warfare," an unconventional terrorism tactic.

Army Gen. Bantz Craddock, the Southern Command chief, said during a visit last week that the military would now 
take an "idiosyncratic approach" to detention operations.

"You can take a bedsheet, you can take a blanket, you can turn those into means to take one's life," he said. Now, the 
challenge is to "balance between the comfort items we would like to provide and the point at which the comfort items 
in the possession of the few determined detainees would be turned into something that would contribute to them 
taking their lives."

Yet, lawyers, Lofgreen and a former Army Muslim cleric who worked at the prison camps argue that the institution 
should find a way to reach captives on an emotional level - even those considered fanatic, anti-American captives 
engaged in a holy war.

"They've been transported clear away from the conflict," Lofgreen said. "After a certain time of incarceration in this 
type of isolated setting, it can have this kind of effect on people. Even if their motivation is delusional - like a car 
bomber who wants to blow himself up and go to heaven - that doesn't free them from their natural humanity."

And don't try to lecture them on Islam, warns retired Army Capt. James "Youseff" Yee, who served as Muslim chaplain 
in the prison camps in 2002 and 2003.

Now a civilian with an honorable discharge, he was investigated for mishandling classified information - but cleared.

Back then, Yee said, camp commanders had vinyl, no-tear aprons for captives they considered suicidal - meaning they 
couldn't knot them into nooses - and designed an intelligence campaign using Koranic verse to bombard captives with 
the message that suicide is a sin.

He opposed it.

"Telling someone God will be angry if you commit suicide, it's against your religion, is not effective," he argued. "It's 
really a mental illness thing."

Instead, "Find something which they value in their life, that gives them reason to live. Give them some hope to live," 
he said.

Even if the men who hanged themselves were similar to suicide bombers - trying to send a message - that means 
they found no other way to communicate their message, Yee said.

A top Pentagon health official said last week that none of the three men who killed themselves had shown previous 
signs of mental illness.

None had previously attempted suicide, the Pentagon said, under a system that categorizes long-term hunger strikers 
as sympathy-seeking protesters, not suicidal.

To stop future suicides, says New York attorney Marc Falkoff, create hope and due process.

He blames the detention structure itself, in which captives have been designated "enemy combatants' and isolated in 
U.S. custody for nearly five years - all but 10 captives have not been charged. Only about 130 of them have spoken 
with a lawyer, while shackled inside an austere cell, under strict military supervision.

"Think about this in the context of how Guantanamo was set up," said Falkoff, who represents 17 Yemenis at the 
camp and has been visiting some of them for two years. "It's not just a holding pen, it's an interrogation center. The 
whole point of the Guantanamo project was to break down the men's self-esteem, make them more tractable and 
more amenable to the interrogation schemes."
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Moreover, lawyers advocate telling detainees swiftly about recommendations to transfer them off the island. Now, 
they are made in secrecy and under court seal.

More than 100 have been approved for release or lockup in their homelands, but it is not known if any of them have 
been told.

Commanders have argued that early notice would disrupt daily order in the camps, especially while U.S. diplomats 
sometimes take months or years to negotiate transfers.

But an attorney for captive Mani Shaman al-Utaybi said the Saudi hanged himself in his cell June 10 without ever 
knowing that the U.S. military had decided to transfer him to his homeland. Once home, some Saudi captives have 
been investigated and then released.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14769  SOURCE: Bradenton Herald

Gitmo Victim Body To Be Tested by Swiss

Chairman of the Doctors Committee to reasons of the death of Salah Ali Abdullah al-Salami in the US military base in 
Guantanamo said that is so difficult to know reasons of death at the moment.

Dr. Patres Mongan said in a press conference on Thursday at the headquarters of the National Organization for 
Defending Rights and Freedoms (NODRF) in Sana'a that the body needs laboratory tests and analyzing for 
constructive substances that US authorities used for keeping the body.

Dr. Mongan ruled out in his statement to NewsYemen that pulling out the body contents might hide the reasons of 
death.

He said the autopsy would be done in Swiss according to the international standards and that the committee would 
officially contact with the US side to get the report on reasons of death. 

He said if the US side refuses not give the committee the report the committee will personally contact with US doctors 
who made the first autopsy.

Father of Salah left the conference condemning the committee's statement to refer to Americans, who are accused of 
killing his son, as he said.

"Americans are our enemies and killed my son so how can we depend upon their report," the father told NewsYemen.

Dr. Mongan said the committee should refer to the US report and to get the rope used in hanging to help the 
committee in autopsy.

"We will contact with the US side through the Geneva-based Qatari Al-Karama Group," said Dr. Mongan.
 
http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14762  SOURCE: NewsYemen.net

The Battle To Close Guantánamo

President Bush clearly wants out of a programme that brought international scorn, but shutting the camp 
poses legal and practical problems 

Suzanne Goldenberg in Washington
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On January 10 2002, a US military cargo plane landed at a US naval base in southeastern Cuba after a 27-hour flight 
from Afghanistan with 20 men aboard, shackled, handcuffed and blinded by blacked-out safety goggles. They were 
the first captives of the war on terror - "the worst of the worst", US military officials said. Their arrival in Guantánamo 
Bay founded a prison regime that has been condemned around the world - and that now, four years on, could be on 
the verge of closure. More than 750 inmates have passed through the steel mesh cages since the Bush administration 
decided to establish an offshore prison that would be beyond the reach of the US constitution and international law, 
where inmates would be subjected to open-ended interrogation and tried before military tribunals without the 
protection of the Geneva convention.

But it now appears that the White House has decided that America can no longer afford the damage to its reputation 
and its relations around the world. Within the last two weeks, George Bush has said three times that he would like to 
close the camp, but was waiting for direction from the US supreme court. "I'd like to end Guantánamo. I'd like it to be 
over with," the president said on Wednesday after meeting European Union leaders in Vienna.

The court is expected to hand down a verdict next week that could outlaw the controversial military tribunals set up 
by the administration to try the inmates, and so demolish the legal foundations on which the detention regime was 
built. Several of the lawyers who have fought for the detainees to get their day in court say they see that ruling as a 
pretext for the administration to rid itself of a regime that long ago became a liability. "When the president asks the 
supreme court to tell him that the detentions are illegal ... that means he wants to shut it down and is looking for 
ways to do it," said Bill Goodman, legal director of the Centre for Constitutional Rights, representing more than 100 
detainees.

Repatriation

The end is likely to come quietly. The prison population is already on the wane. No new inmates have arrived since 
September 2004, and the Pentagon says it intends to transfer 120 of the current 460 to their home countries. Sources 
said this week that arrangements were under way for the repatriation of the largest group of Saudi inmates in the 
history of the camp.

David Remes, who represents 17 Yemenis, believes that Guantánamo outlived its utility to the administration in 2004 
when the supreme court ruled, in an earlier case, that inmates were entitled to challenge their detention in US courts. 
That, said Mr Remes, was the beginning of the end.

"Because Guantánamo can no longer serve its purpose, and because Guantánamo has become a symbol that 
contradicts everything the administration is trying to accomplish in the world, I think the administration would love 
nothing more, at this point, than to close it down and release most prisoners," he said.

Others describe Guantánamo as an "impulse buy" the administration soon regretted. The camp's first commander had 
96 hours' notice to transform an ancient holding pen for Haitian and Cuban refugees to a high security prison for al-
Qaida suspects.

"The Bush administration boxed itself into a corner by the choices it made in treating the people at Guantánamo," said 
David Cole, a law professor at Georgetown University. "Had it given individuals hearings at the outset to ensure they 
were, in fact, fighters for al-Qaida, had it treated them humanely while they were detained there, rather than 
coercively interrogating them, and had it asserted the authority to hold them only for the duration of the conflict with 
al-Qaida - rather than the duration of the war on terror, which is never ending - I don't think Guantánamo would be a 
problem."

But the practicalities of dismantling the prison are daunting. For Guantánamo to go, prisoners must be brought to 
trial, or released. So far, only 10 have been formally charged by the much-maligned military tribunals. A study this 
year by a New Jersey law school found 90% of the inmates had nothing to do with terrorism. That means America 
must now release scores of men who, while innocent, have been branded as terrorists by virtue of their long stay at 
Guantánamo. While the majority are from Afghanistan, Saudi Arabia and Yemen, there are also smaller contingents 
from two dozen smaller countries. So where do the former inmates go?

So far, the process of repatriating prisoners has been painfully slow, say detainee lawyers. In part, countries are 
nervous about taking back prisoners whom the US has labelled dangerous terrorists. They are also frustrated with the 
stonewalling of US military officials when asked for evidence of links to al-Qaida. But the host countries may also see 
America's eagerness to rid itself of Guantánamo as a bargaining opportunity. Some of the prisoners are citizens of 
countries where torture is routine. If they return home carrying the stigma of Guantánamo, their lives could be in 
danger. America has indicated it will not take any of the detainees - even those it admits are innocent.

European countries also appear unwilling. It took the US authorities nearly two and a half years to find a safe haven 
for five entirely innocent Chinese Muslims it had been holding at Guantánamo. The men were finally released last 
month in Albania. Human rights activists foresee similar problems for Libyans.
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Hands tied

If they are to be brought to trial, in what court? It is highly unlikely that, after years of resistance, the administration 
would support trials of the Guantánamo detainees in US courts. "They have tied both hands behind their back by 
holding them there, because it rendered everything they have said inadmissible in a US court," said John Sifton of 
Human Rights Watch.

It may allow them to be tried before military courts under rules set down by US military law and in compliance with 
the Geneva convention, but - given Guantánamo's history - those may not be seen as legitimate by other countries, 
said Clive Stafford Smith, who represents a Moroccan detainee.

But if Guantánamo does close, what then? Over the last few years, America has moved its detention centres in the 
war on terror even further offshore to Poland and Romania, as well as to other secret locations where some 30 high-
level al-Qaida prisoners are believed to be held. Closing Guantánamo will not bring those detainees closer to a 
courtroom, or spare them from possible abuse. "They want to shut it down so they can create hundreds of small 
Guantánamo Bays that will not attract attention or serve as such a symbol," said Jonathan Turley, a law professor at 
George Washington University. "The president has not said he wants to stop the policies that created it ... there is no 
indication the administration wants to comply with domestic or international law in the treatment of detainees."

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14758  SOURCE: The Guardian

June 25, 2006

Campbell Can't Meet Guantanamo Prisoners

Ned Temko

America last night dashed Liberal Democrat leader Sir Menzies Campbell's hopes of meeting British detainees in 
Guantanamo Bay.

Campbell had said he would not go if he could not meet prisoners, but senior US sources said that this was 'highly 
unlikely' to be possible. Lib Dem officials were keen to stress they had not abandoned the idea of a trip altogether.

The US response came after Campbell wrote to Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice last week asking her to arrange 
an 'official visit'. He acknowledged in his letter that he had 'raised a number of issues about the legal implications' of 
the camp.

US sources said the final decision would rest with the Defence Department, not with Ms Rice.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14792  SOURCE: The Guardian

Ex-Detainee Disputes Triple Suicide Report

By Habib Toumi, Bureau Chief
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Manama: A former Bahraini Guantanamo Bay detainee on Saturday disputed the prison camp triple suicide report by 
US authorities. 

"The three brothers who died last Saturday were, based on my own knowledge about them and my relationship with 
them, totally innocent," said in a statement sent to Gulf News. "They were not even accused of any crime by the US 
military."

Al Nuaimi who was freed last November said that Manei Al Otaibi, Yasser Al Dahrani and Ali Abdullah had memorised 
the Holy Quran and were deeply religious. Islam forbids Muslims from committing suicide or engaging in harmful 
activities.

"Otaibi and Abdullah told me that they were studying in Pakistan when they were seized. I do not know if they were 
together when they were arrested, but they were sold out when they were living in a house and turned over to 
American custody in 2002," Al Nuaimi said. 

Many former detainees complained that they had been sold out to the US authorities after they had contacted 
authorities in Pakistan seeking protection and help.

According to Al Nuaimi, Al Otaibi and Abdullah had been told by the military interrogators and authorities that they 
were not regarded as threats and that they would be going home soon. 

"The interrogations dealt with them only during the first month of their detention. For more than a year before I left 
Guantanamo in November 2005, they were left alone. But they were still held in bad conditions in the camp by the 
guards," he said. 

Al Nuaimi, 24, added that the third detainee, Yasser, was too young to be in Guantanamo. 

"He was 21 when he died, barely the legal age in most countries, and was merely 16 when he was picked up four and 
half years ago. His age shows that he is not even supposed to be taken to a police office; he should have been turned 
over to the underage [juvenile] authorities," he said. 

Al Nuaimi added that young boys were being held at the US-run prison. "I have seen 13-year-old and 15-year-old kids 
sitting together. Where are their governments? What are the human rights communities doing to protect those young 
people?"

The former detainee No 159 called upon activists to be allowed to visit Guantanamo and assess the conditions and the 
age of the inmates. 

"If the US has nothing to hide, why doesn't it let people go in there, see the circumstances and tell the international 
community?" 

Al Nuaimi said that the US administration "cannot keep people in detention as a political currency. There is a limit and 
they must pay attention to it." 

"After all, the US administration did not benefit anything from keeping people like Manei, Yasser and Ali in detention 
to use for political issues, like putting pressure on countries to give them something for their return to their families. 
This political card has already expired," he said.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14789  SOURCE: Gulf News

 

Bid To Return Guantanamo Eight To UK

Sarah Baxter, Washington
 
THE Foreign Office is in talks with US authorities over the possible return of eight British residents detained without 
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trial at the US naval base at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, according to American government sources. 

Pressure is mounting on European countries to help the Americans close the controversial prison camp after President 
George W Bush said at a European Union summit in Vienna last week that he wanted to “end” Guantanamo. 

“We would like every government to take responsibility for their detainees, whether they are nationals or residents of 
their countries,” a US government source said. 

Manfred Nowak, the Austrian United Nations special envoy for torture, urged Britain to take back its residents. “If the 
UK would take the first step, I am sure other European countries would follow,” he said. 

British nationals held at Guantanamo Bay have all returned home, but the Foreign Office has so far declined to lobby 
for the return of detainees who are not UK citizens. An exception may now be made for Iraqi-born Bisher al-Rawi, who 
is said to have co-operated with the security services before his arrest. 

According to American sources, Britain initiated talks for the return of the residents after some applied for a judicial 
review of the Foreign Office’s decision not to represent them. 

Al-Rawi, Jamil el-Banna, a Jordanian who was granted refugee status in 2000, and Omar Deghayes, a Libyan who 
moved to Britain as a boy in 1986, lost their case in the High Court last month, but human rights lawyers are 
appealing the decision. 

About 450 prisoners are held at Guantanamo. As many as 300 are from Afghanistan, Saudi Arabia and Yemen. 
Yesterday the Pentagon said 14 Saudis had been sent home, and negotiations had intensified for the repatriation of 
the rest. 

That leaves about 150 of various nationalities whose human rights may be at risk if they return to countries such as 
Algeria, Libya or China. “It is not such a large number if European and other democratic countries are willing to take 
our share,” said Nowak. 

John Bellinger, legal adviser to Condoleezza Rice, the US secretary of state, said: “There are a few people we are not 
prepared to release or transfer but we are open to all offers. 

“Many people in Europe believe Guantanamo is our own bed and we ought to lie in it. But our perception is that (the 
detainees) are quite dangerous and pose a . . . threat to us all.” 

The Supreme Court is set to rule this week on a case brought by Salim Ahmed Hamdan, Osama Bin Laden’s driver, 
which challenges the legality of the military tribunals set up to try detainees. Only 10 people have so far been charged 
under the military commission. Bush is waiting for the outcome of that case before determining the future of the 
detainees. 

Washington was delighted by Nowak’s call for Europeans to help close the prison. “We as European Union states have 
criticised the United States,” the UN special envoy said. “You can’t only criticise without then assisting them in solving 
the problem.” 

Nowak hopes to establish an international commission that would screen detainees, determine whether they would be 
at risk if sent home and help to place them in third countries. 

“He is whistling in the dark,” said a senior British source, who doubted any country would agree to accept foreign 
detainees. He denied there were negotiations over the return of British residents, but said some might eventually be 
taken back
 
http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14788  SOURCE: The Times

14 Saudis Are Released From Guantanamo Bay

Samir Al-Saadi, Arab News 
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JEDDAH, 25 June 2006 — Fourteen Saudi nationals in US custody at the Guantanamo Bay prison are on their way 
home, the Pentagon said yesterday. 

Meanwhile, back in the Kingdom, the investigation following a raid on a suspected terrorist cell in Riyadh on Friday led 
to the arrest of two suspects in the nation’s capital yesterday, according to the Interior Ministry’s spokesman.

The repatriation of the 14 Saudis increases the number of repatriated Gitmo detainees to the Kingdom to 29 this year, 
not counting the two who returned dead after allegedly committing suicide earlier this month. 

The Pentagon’s statement said that the latest repatriation leaves about 120 detainees of various nationalities that the 
United States has determined are eligible for “transfer or release” and about 450 prisoners in total. 

Interior Ministry spokesman Maj. Gen. Mansour Al-Turki told Arab News that officials here were awaiting the arrival of 
the detainees. But he did not provide details about their fate here in the Kingdom. 

Al-Turki did not give a timeframe for their release or disclose their identity. 

“As soon as they set foot on land and we make sure of their identities, a statement will be issued,” he said. 

Regarding the two suspects captured yesterday in an undisclosed location in Riyadh, Al-Turki said the arrests are 
linked to Friday’s shootout at a residential villa in Riydah’s Al-Nakhil district. The ministry spokesman did not provide 
the identity of the suspects, citing concerns over ongoing investigations against deviants.

Friday’s shootout left six suspects dead and one critically injured. A security officer was also killed and several others 
were injured in the shootout that began after midnight. 

The ministry released the identity of the six suspects killed in the shootout. 

The six were identified as: Mohammed ibn Rashed Al-Jalidan, Sami ibn Saud Al-Mutari, Mishal ibn Abdullah Al-
Rashoud, Humod ibn Miqbel Al-Utaibi, Saad ibn Abdullah Al-Muathir and Ghazi ibn Salem Al-Utaibi. Al-Jalidan (alias 
Abu Dawood Al-Najdi) and Naif Al-Shaybani reportedly figured in a tape released by Al-Qaeda in March.

Al-Rashoud is believed to be the son of an alleged Al-Qaeda member, Abdullah Al-Rashoud, who figured on a list of 
Saudi Arabia’s most wanted deviants and was reported to have been killed in Iraq last year, the Arabic daily Al-Watan 
reported yesterday.

Local media reports said at least two of the men are believed to have escaped from a jail in Al-Kharj, approximately 
80 kilometers to the southeast of Riyadh, in April. 

The reports state that other men escaped in that jailbreak, which reportedly occurred when prisoners were being 
transferred. 

Yesterday’s arrests have brought the number of suspected militants detained in the past month to 43, which has 
marked a sharp increase in reported anti-terrorism activities.

“The suspects share the same extremist ideology and the arrests were made under separate investigations,” said Al-
Turki, but pointed out that authorities do not believe these suspects were working together as part of a terrorist cell. 

The largest group of suspects arrested together in this recent batch of raids has been nine, all Saudis, said a ministry 
statement. 

The ministry also said four wanted suspects, three Saudis and an Iraqi, were arrested in a raid at their tent hide-out in 
a desert area near the northeastern town of Hafr Al-Baten. 

Weapons and documents were seized in the raid on the desert hide-out.

It said another 27 men were arrested across the vast desert of the Kingdom, in Makkah, the Eastern Province and the 
northern border region, including 24 Saudis, two Somalis and an Ethiopian. These arrests occurred in a series of raids 
at undisclosed locations between May 19 and 23.

The suspect that survived Friday’s shootout was reportedly recuperating from his wounds. Police seized weapons, 
ammunition, and large amounts of money, documents, forged papers, computers, hard disks, bogus license plates 
and counterfeit equipment from the house where the shootout took place on Friday.
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Guantanamo Detainees Not Given Access To Witnesses

But in one case, 3 quickly found
By Farah Stockman and Declan Walsh, Globe Staff and Globe Correspondent 

GARDEZ, Afghanistan -- The US government routinely failed to give detainees at Guantanamo Bay access to witnesses 
who might have helped them prove their assertions of innocence, saying it could not locate the vast majority of the 
witnesses the terror suspects requested at special military hearings.

But within a three-day span, a Globe reporter was able to locate three of those witnesses in the case of one detainee. 
The Globe found two of them in Afghanistan, and located a third in Washington, D.C., where he is teaching at the 
National Defense University.

In 2004, after a Supreme Court ruling, the US military was forced to give hearings to more than 500 prisoners being 
held without charge at the US detention facility in Cuba. At the time, the military pledged to try to locate defense 
witnesses to give testimony for those hearings, but later routinely reported that they could not be found.

A Globe review of the transcripts of the hearings, which were released to the public in March, identified 34 detainees 
who convinced tribunal officials that their overseas witnesses would provide relevant testimony.

But in all 34 cases, detainees were told at their hearings that their witnesses could not be found. Nearly all of those 64 
approved witnesses were deemed ``unavailable" because the governments of the country where the witnesses lived 
did not respond to a State Department request for help in locating them.

Military investigators and State Department officials did not even contact witnesses who were well known to US 
authorities.

In one case, the State Department said that it could not locate Ismail Khan , the well-known minister of energy in 
Afghan president Hamid Karzai's cabinet, who meets frequently with American diplomats.

In another case, tribunal officials said they could not contact a prisoner in US custody in Bagram, Afghanistan, 
because the US officials holding him failed to respond to their inquiries. The tribunal records also show that the time 
period allowed by the tribunals to find the witnesses was often brief. In some cases, tribunal officials declared 
witnesses unavailable after two weeks.

In the vast majority of cases, detainees had to rely on the jailhouse testimony of fellow prisoners at Guantanamo, 
whose credibility is deeply in question, or on letters from family members.

Defense lawyers say the absence of witnesses at the hearings made it harder for any innocent detainee to prove that 
he was the victim of a mistake. Out of nearly 380 detainees who participated in the process, only 38 managed to win 
their release.

The status of the Guantanamo detainees received new attention following the suicides of three prisoners June 10, 
after months of hunger strikes by scores of detainees to protest the US military's refusal to grant them hearings under 
usual criminal procedures. The Pentagon considers the detainees to be terrorists or Taliban fighters captured in 
Afghanistan and elsewhere after the Sept. 11 attacks.

The military did not initially intend to allow detainees to challenge their status through hearings or to be able to call 
witnesses. But in June 2004, the Supreme Court ruled that prisoners at Guantanamo had to be given a chance to 
prove their innocence, either in US federal court or in special military hearings.

To satisfy the court ruling -- and to keep the cases out of federal court -- the military quickly set up ``Combatant 
Status Review Tribunals" in which detainees could challenge their status as ``enemy combatants" and call witnesses 
who were ``reasonably available."
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The tribunals, which began in the fall of 2004 and concluded in early 2005, represented the only opportunity for the 
vast majority of detainees to call witnesses to try to prove contentions of mistaken identity or misinformation. (Only 
10 detainees have been granted formal trials, which provide a second opportunity for a defense.)

Detainees' lawyers were barred from participating in the hearings. But Gordon England, then the secretary of the 
Navy, who oversaw the creation of the tribunals, pledged to reporters at the time that the US government would 
make good-faith efforts to find the witnesses, and that he would ask US embassies to help locate witnesses overseas.

``We will ask them to, and I expect people will do their jobs," England said, explaining that witnesses would either 
testify in person or be asked to submit written statements.

The State Department's role was merely ``to pass information to host governments," according to department 
spokesman Tom Casey. ``The US government did not physically go out and try to locate these witnesses," said a 
State Department official who asked not to be identified because he was not authorized to speak to the press. ``We 
relied very heavily on the governments to run down these witnesses. Some governments were not as cooperative."

Another State Department official, who also asked not to be identified, said the US government would have paid for 
some witnesses to be transported to Cuba to testify, but that detainees failed to provide enough details to locate 
them.

The two State Department officials also said that some witnesses were found but that they opted to provide written 
statements instead of testifying in person. Yet, thousands of pages of transcript hearings reveal fewer than 10 such 
witnesses, most of them prisoners in US custody.

Pentagon spokesman Lieutenant Commander Chito Peppler said the Defense Department did not keep track of how 
many witnesses were located. He acknowledged that no overseas witness had ever been brought to testify on the 
base.

The detainee whose witnesses the Globe located is Abdullah Mujahid, a former Afghan provincial police commander 
arrested by US troops in July 2003. The US military maintains that Mujahid ``was fired from his appointed position 
due to suspicions of collusion with anti-government forces" and that he later attacked US troops in retaliation, 
according to the transcripts. Mujahid's defense was that he was promoted to a highway security job, not fired, and 
that he had always been friendly to American forces.

He requested four witnesses in Afghanistan, including the country's Interior Minister at the time, but was told that 
none could be contacted.

``The Afghan government was contacted on or about 26 November, 2004," the tribunal president told him, according 
to the transcript. ``As of this date, the Afghanistan government has not responded to our request. . . . Without the 
cooperation of that government, we are unable to contact those witnesses and to obtain the testimony you 
requested."

But in Afghanistan earlier this month, a reporter for the Globe located three of the four witnesses in a matter of days. 
The fourth witness is dead.

A phone call to President Karzai's office quickly led to Shahzada Masoud , an adviser to Karzai on tribal affairs. Masoud 
led an official delegation in May 2003 to Gardez, Mujahid's hometown about two hours south of Kabul, the capital, to 
persuade him to step down as police chief, a post in which he had served at the request of local elders since the fall of 
the Taliban regime in 2001.

Masoud said in an interview in Kabul that the move was part of a larger effort by the central government in Kabul to 
assert control across the country. Although Mujahid did not want to leave his post, and initially prevented his 
successor from entering the city, he eventually accepted and was given a lavish transfer-of-power ceremony attended 
by government dignitaries, Masoud said. American troops arrested Mujahid weeks later at his home.

A second witness, Gul Haider, the defense ministry representative who took part in Masoud's delegation, was found 
after the Globe obtained his phone number from a government official in Gardez. In an interview, Haider confirmed 
Masoud's account. He said that Mujahid had been promised a job protecting the highways in Kabul as a reward for 
leaving his post.

Haider, a former commander in the anti-Taliban Northern Alliance, described Mujahid as an ally of US troops, not a 
Taliban sympathizer. He recalled that Mujahid gave 30 of his own men to assist an American-led operation to clear 
Taliban members from a mountain cave in an area known as Shahikot in March 2002.
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Haider said he had never heard any information that would lead him to believe that Mujahid turned on his former 
American allies, as was alleged at the hearings. Instead, he said, tribal and political rivalries probably landed Mujahid 
in Guantanamo -- with someone making false accusations. ``Afghanistan has many problems -- between tribes, 
communists, the Taliban," he said. ``That's why people like Abdullah [Mujahid], who are completely innocent, end up 
in jail."

The e-mail address for the third witness, former Afghan Interior Minister Ahmed Ali Jalali, was found with one call to 
the Interior Ministry. A quick Google search would have also located him: He is in Washington, D.C., teaching at the 
National Defense University.

Jalali, the man who made the decision to remove Mujahid from his post, said he wanted him ousted because of 
corruption and ``bullying," not sympathies with the Taliban or Al Qaeda. He said he had been on the verge of 
appointing Mujahid chief of a regiment of highway police, but that he changed his mind after he learned that Mujahid 
had stolen some police equipment.

Jalali said he learned months later that Mujahid had been taken to Guantanamo Bay because he was suspected of an 
attack on a provincial reconstruction team.

``I heard this, but I do not know the details," he said. ``I cannot pass judgment on this."

Mujahid's home in Gardez, a single-story building inside a high wall compound beside a field of swaying wheat, is well-
known and easy to find. His relatives there are eager to show visitors a videotape of the ceremony during which he 
handed over power shortly before his capture.

The videotape, viewed by the Globe, shows the governor of Paktiya province at the time, Raz Muhammad Dalili, 
praising Mujahid in front of uniformed police officers and dignitaries, including Haider and Masoud.

``We have respect for Abdullah Mujahid, who brought peace and security to our province," the governor tells the 
audience. ``We are very grateful to him."

Other senior officials in Afghanistan's government support Mujahid's account.

The director of the Interpol Section of the Afghan National Police, General Ali Shah Paktiawal, said: ``He is innocent . 
. . Some people have given false information about him and that's why this problem has come up."

Taj Muhammad Wardak , who served as governor of Paktiya in 2002, said Mujahid ``had no contact with any 
terrorists or insurgents."

Wardak, who also served as interior minister, said that lies and rivalries had sent many innocent Afghans to 
Guantanamo Bay.

``I can tell you that most of the Afghans there are innocent," he said. ``You can investigate these people here. There 
is no need to send them to Guantanamo. It is a great sadness between our countries that will last for many years."

Walsh reported from Afghanistan and Stockman from Washington. Charlie Savage of the Globe staff also contributed 
from Washington.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14634  SOURCE: Boston Globe

Yemen Family Wants Guantanamo Inmate's Death Probed

Reuters

SANAA (Reuters) - The family of a Yemeni prisoner said to have committed suicide at the U.S. Guantanamo Bay 
prison is refusing to bury him, demanding an investigation into his death, the family lawyer said on Saturday.

U.S. authorities said on Friday it handed over the body of Ali Abdullah Ahmed and those of two Saudi inmates it says 
committed suicide at the prison in Cuba last week.
 
Their families have questioned the possibility that the men, all devout Muslims, have taken their own lives, saying that 
would amount to a major violation of the Islamic faith.

72

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14634


"The family ... is refusing to bury him and are asking for an autopsy to know the real reason behind his death," Khaled 
al-Ansi, also a human rights activist, told Reuters.

Muslims believe that the utmost honor and respect that can be given to the dead is to bury them as quickly as 
possible.

The U.S. military has said the three detainees had hanged themselves with clothes and bed sheets in their cells. They 
were the first prisoners to die at the Guantanamo base in Cuba since Washington began sending suspected al Qaeda 
and Taliban captives there in 2002.

Ansi said Yemen's public prosecutor has approved a request by Ahmed's family to investigate the death.

Last Thursday, Yemen said it had asked the United States to probe the incident and expressed concern over the fate 
of other inmates still held at the facility.

The deaths increased pressure on the United States to close down the facility. Almost all the prisoners at Guantanamo 
are being held without charge and some have been detained for more than three years.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14631  SOURCE: Reuters via Washington Post

Saudis To Probe Guantanamo Deaths

Saudi authorities have ordered post-mortems on the bodies of two nationals repatriated from the US prison camp in 
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba.

At the same time,the family of a Yemeni prisoner said to have committed suicide at the prison is refusing to bury him, 
demanding an investigation into his death.

Nahez Ghazi al-Otaibi, cousin of dead Saudi detainee Maniy bin Shaman al-Otaibi, said on Saturday that "with our 
agreement, the authorities ordered post-mortems on the two bodies to establish the real cause of death before they 
are handed back to us".  

The bodies arrived in Riyadh in the early hours yesterday and have been transferred to a hospital in the capital. 
“Doctors there will examine them to ascertain the cause of death,” said Interior Ministry spokesman Maj. Gen. 
Mansour Al-Turki.

The families of the deceased have been informed. The men’s families have questioned the circumstances of their 
deaths.

“They called us early yesterday morning to informed us of the body’s arrival. Yesterday afternoon we were told to go 
to Riyadh to identify the body,” said Al-Utaibi’s uncle who did not want to provide his name.

The families of both Otaibi and the other dead Saudi, Yasser Talal al-Zahrani, were able to see their bodies shortly 
after their repatriation by the US authorities, the cousin added.

He renewed the families' accusations that the US account that the pair hanged themselves in their cells along with 
Yemeni detainee Ali Abdullah Ahmed was a cover-up.

"My cousin ... was a good Muslim," Otaibi said in allusion to the religion's prohibition on taking's one's own life.

"He was one of the most tortured of Guantanamo detainees ...  because he refused to co-operate with his US 
interrogators," he  added, citing the testimony of former Guantanamo detainees held with him.

"That's why he was banned from writing to his family who received just a single letter from him by mail."

Yemeni demands

In Yemen, the family of Ali Abdullah Ahmed is refusing to bury him, demanding an investigation into his death, the 
family lawyer said on Saturday.
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Khaled al-Ansi, also a human rights activist, said "the family ... is refusing to bury him and are asking for an autopsy 
to know the real reason behind his death".

Ansi said Yemen's public prosecutor has approved a request by Ahmed's family to investigate the death.

Last Thursday, Yemen said it had asked the US to probe the incident and expressed concern over the fate of other 
inmates still held at the facility.

Outrage

US officials aroused worldwide outrage by describing the three suicides, the first in Guantanamo since the detention 
camp's opening  in 2002, as "an act of asymmetric warfare" and "a good PR move".

The Pentagon on Tuesday rebuffed calls for an outside investigation into the June 10 suicides, saying the US military 
could review the situation itself.

But human-rights watchdog Amnesty International called for an independent investigation as "a matter of absolute 
urgency".

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14630  SOURCE: AlJazeera, Arab News

Act of Despair is Not An Act of War

By John Holland and Anna Cayton-Holland 

 
 
It has been obvious for some time to those of us representing them that prisoners held in Guantánamo Bay would 
start killing themselves. On June 10, three men finally did. 

Those prisoners were acting out of despair. As one of our Mauritanian clients, Ahamed Abdul Aziz, explained last year, 
"We are living in a grave here." If people are placed in graves, it's perhaps natural that they start seeing themselves 
as dead. 

Many of these men, uncharged of any crime, have reported that they've been told that they will never get out. Aziz 
does not know if he will survive what he calls this "compulsory, slow execution." 

Still, many detainees also believe that there is some moral impulse that will push the American people to action. They 
thought that starving themselves will make people pay attention. They thought that telling the humiliating and painful 
stories of torture or abuse will outrage us. Perhaps now they think that their dying will make us finally acknowledge 
what our country is doing. Instead, we allow ourselves to be told that these deaths were an act of war and not even 
give it a second thought. 

We live in a time in which death is celebrated on the one hand and its meaning entirely denied on the other. The 
death of the brutal Abu Musab al-Zarqawi was proudly laid out on the nation's front pages as a war trophy for our tax 
dollars. 

In contrast, when the three men hung themselves at Guantánamo, we were told by our officials not only that this was 
an act of war but that these prisoners have no regard for life, not even their own, playing on exhausted stereotypes. 
We were also told these deaths were the work of al-Qaeda, as if enduring four years of imprisonment without charge 
and then killing yourself furthered some terrorist agenda. 

Real people killed themselves. One was 17 when he was arrested. One had been scheduled for transfer but apparently 
not yet told. This was not a stunt. 

Men in charge of the dark prison boxes at Guantánamo often subtly insinuate that those who have been challenging or 
protesting the abominable conditions that lead three men to want to die are somehow rooting for the terrorists. 

The many American and other lawyers representing these prisoners are actually rooting for the restoration of 
American constitutional values, not terrorism. In a Colorado federal court, we saw the government put Timothy 
McVeigh on trial for terrorism without the necessity of suspending all American legal principles. It can be done. 
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In a free and democratic society, it must always be done by constitutional principles, or the people kept in custody 
must always be allowed to go free. 

As shown in a recent Seton Hall Law School Report on Guantánamo detainees, based solely on the government's own 
evidence, 55 percent of these men have not even been "determined to have committed any hostile acts against the 
United States or coalition allies." According to the report, by these same government records, "only 8 percent ... were 
characterized as al-Qaeda fighters." 

President Bush has himself acknowledged that Guantánamo "provides an excuse" for critics to say "the United States 
is not upholding the values that they're trying to encourage other countries to adhere to." 

The president also recently acknowledged that many are wrongfully being held. "We would like to end Guantánamo. 
We'd like it to be empty. And we're now in the process of working with countries to repatriate people." 

But, the reckless statements of officials sounding off from Guantánamo Bay show that we are becoming a land of 
terrified minds. We need bigger and more open minds now. We need to believe in, learn about, and demand our 
constitutional rights back. 

It is too easy for critics to blame the government for the loss of our rights. It is really we as citizens who are largely to 
blame. We are to blame because far too many of us no longer even know what our rights are, and many more of us 
do not much believe, value or trust in them. 

We are in danger of becoming so dehumanized, so bereft of our core values, that not only do we have precious little 
left to export to the world but we don't even have the perspective to honestly assess the meaning of young men 
killing themselves simply to end their ordeals. 

We need to learn from Guantánamo that our government must no longer be allowed in the name of fear to take 
people and put them in metal boxes "for so long as the war on terror continues" without accountability or even 
admissible evidence. If we tolerate this any further, we must also admit that America is no longer a constitutional 
government with meaningful individual rights and limits on the power of the government. 

The truth is three men hung themselves while waiting in vain for justice in a system that increasingly is failing to live 
up to its greatest principle - "freedom and justice for all." 

We need to stop and think again about the three young men whose deaths represent our failure to safeguard core 
American values. May the world understand that despair is not an act of war. 

John Holland and Anna Cayton-Holland are Denver lawyers who represent some prisoners at 
Guantánamo.
 
http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14805  SOURCE: Denver Post.com

The Road From Guantanamo

The President and his critics alike may want to close the detention center at Guantanamo Bay. The 
problem - for both security hawks and civil libertarians - is what would replace it.

By Drake Bennett  

EVEN BEFORE the suicides of three detainees two weeks ago, the Bush administration was facing a rising outcry over 
the detention center at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. Along with human rights and civil liberties organizations, American 
politicians from both parties and a parade of foreign and international leaders have called for its closure on legal, 
moral, and political grounds.

President Bush himself, in recent weeks, has raised the possibility of shuttering the facility. ``I'd like to end 
Guantanamo," he reiterated at an EU summit in Vienna this week. But it's not that simple, he insisted. Some of the 
detainees there, ``will murder somebody if they're let out on the street," he said. And the fact that the military is 
continuing construction of a multimillion-dollar permanent penitentiary at Guantanamo suggests that talk of shutting 
things down there may be premature.
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Much may depend on the Supreme Court. Its imminent decision in Hamdan v. Rumsfeld will decide the 
constitutionality of both the special military commissions the Bush administration has set up to try suspected al Qaeda 
and Taliban militants and of a law passed by Congress in 2005 that denied those militants the right to appeal in 
federal court. Bush has said he is waiting on that verdict to decide whether to reevaluate detainee policy, at 
Guantanamo and elsewhere.

Many of the detention center's loudest critics are quick to point out that simply closing Guantanamo will not, in and of 
itself, change anything. It is not, after all, the only place where the US is holding what it calls ``enemy combatants," 
and the conditions and legal protections for detainees there are almost certainly better than at the other facilities: at 
Bagram Air Force Base in Afghanistan, for example, or in the secret ``black sites" where suspected al Qaeda leaders 
are sent.

Still, Guantanamo remains a symbol of the Bush administration's response to the unique security challenges of a 
protracted fight against Islamist terrorism, and the recent suicides seem only to have crystallized a broad consensus 
that the detention center represents a flawed approach. What's lacking is agreement on what a better solution would 
be.

 YOUR VIEW: How should less dangerous detainees be sorted from more dangerous ones?  

While the Bush administration has all but admitted that many of those detained at Guantanamo have little if any 
affiliation with the Taliban or al Qaeda, even lawyers for the detainees concede that there are probably a few dozen 
hardened terrorists there, and they present a devilish conundrum: What to do with someone who is sworn to kill large 
numbers of Americans but who cannot be charged with a crime? For four and a half years, that question has been the 
subject of a fierce debate over the conflicting demands of security and civil liberties. But as pressure mounts to come 
up with an answer, a few speculative proposals have been floated for how these interests might be reconciled. In 
other words, what might replace Guantanamo?

If the point of closing Guantanamo is simply to remove a particularly potent symbol or to ensure the detainees better 
treatment, one solution might simply be to move it. Two years ago, when the Supreme Court, in Rasul v. Bush, ruled 
that detainees were entitled to contest their detention in US federal court, there was some speculation that they might 
be moved to Fort Leavenworth, in Kansas, home of the US Disciplinary Barracks. The fort already houses several 
hundred servicemen and women convicted in courts martial, and as a result, the staff there is particularly experienced 
and well trained in running a prison. Kansas, too, is far more accessible to the detainees' lawyers than Cuba, and the 
fact that the facility would be on US soil might mitigate the suspicion-fueled by the Bush administration's fierce battle 
to avoid judicial oversight-that the detainees were being kept in a legal black hole.

Such a solution, though, would hardly placate the detainees' lawyers. ``The actual closure of the physical prison 
known as Guantanamo," says Marc Falkoff, a law professor at Northern Illinois University College of Law who 
represents 17 Guantanamo detainees, ``is of considerably less importance to us than the shutting down of a system 
that doesn't give our clients trials or treat them under the provisions of the Geneva Conventions. It doesn't make 
much difference whether they're in Leavenworth, Guantanamo, or a naval brig."

As Falkoff and other detainee advocates see it, Guantanamo should not simply be replaced by a more telegenic 
detention center. ``If there's someone who the US authentically and genuinely thinks is dangerous, you've got an 
obligation to try them for a crime under the Geneva Conventions," says Bill Goodman, the legal director for the Center 
for Constitutional Rights, which is helping represent about 200 of the remaining 460 Guantanamo detainees. And if 
the government can't charge a detainee with a crime, either in civilian or military court, then he should be released.

To Eric Posner, a law professor at the University of Chicago, this sort of logic is cavalier. The prospect that the US 
government, for lack of evidence that would stand up in court, might have to release someone who it very strongly 
suspects to be a terrorist was a large part of the original logic behind the creation of Guantanamo-and that concern 
has not gone away. The argument made by civil libertarians and advocates for the detainees, that wrongful acquittal 
is simply a risk we have to take in the interest of fair justice, ``is not a crazy argument," Posner says. ``I just don't 
agree with it in the case of al Qaeda."

Recognizing the unique demands of dealing with defendants dedicated to large-scale killing, Michael O'Hanlon, a 
foreign policy analyst at the Brookings Institution, proposes what he calls a ``third way" between the trial that 
detainee lawyers demand and the free hand that the administration asserts. He envisions a kind of inspector general 
and independent prosecutor rolled into one-"someone inside the government," he says, ``who is independent of the 
people who originally incarcerated the detainee, someone who has the power to overrule them, and who also has 
access to confidential information about why the detainee might be dangerous."
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O'Hanlon does not specify to whom this inspector general would report, only that it not be the secretary of defense. 
The creation of such a post would, he argues, establish a counterbalancing force against the Pentagon, which 
currently decides detainees' fates on its own. Having not been involved with the original detention, the inspector 
general would have less reason to keep a detainee in custody simply to save face. Classified information would be 
assured of staying classified. And the inspector general would be a visible figure to whom information or complaints 
could be sent.

Of course, entrusting one official with such decisions could leave the process just as opaque as it is now. And O'Hanlon 
is sketchy on how the detainees could appeal decisions or even respond to the charges against them. Still, he believes 
his detainee inspector general would have the practical effect of greatly thinning the ranks at Guantanamo, sending 
home many of the detainees whose al Qaeda or Taliban connections are tenuous or nonexistent. As a result it could 
help blunt much of the international criticism.

Timothy Naftali, a historian at the University of Virginia who has written on American counterterrorism policy, has 
proposed a measure that he thinks could make releasing detainees less of a gamble. The fact that we can't charge a 
low-level Taliban or al Qaeda member with a crime, he argues, doesn't mean we have to keep him locked up. Why not 
let him go but keep track of him?

Naftali's model is a coordinated, decades-long operation carried out by American, British, and French 
counterespionage forces after World War II to monitor Nazis who they thought might resort to terrorism. The Allies 
``got together and established a central registry of all of these people that they had been following, so that they 
could share this information when these people traveled and communicated."

Today, Naftali believes, the registry could be more comprehensive, with various biometric measurements like iris 
scans, fingerprints, and voice imprints entered into a central database. He admits that how exactly this would work-
where information would be stored, and how it would be coordinated-presents a challenge, but he envisions a 
combination of high-tech gadgetry and old-fashioned spying. Whatever the form, he believes that it would allow most 
of the detainees at Guantanamo to be released to their home countries. There might even be intelligence benefits if 
former detainees who are actually al Qaeda operatives tried to connect with old comrades.

Naftali concedes that such a plan is risky. It is easy in many parts of the world for someone to vanish, and there have 
been documented cases already of released Guantanamo detainees rejoining the Taliban to fight US forces.

But some detainee advocates also embrace the idea of a tracking system. They see it as a way to mitigate the risk 
that, once sent back to home countries like Saudi Arabia and Yemen-not known for their attention to civil liberties-
their clients will simply disappear into prison. As Erwin Chemerinsky, a professor of law and political science at Duke 
Law School, puts it, ``The key is, I think, making sure that closing Guantanamo doesn't mean that detainees get 
even less in the way of procedural protection, and that might happen if the US sends detainees to a foreign country 
which argues that they're entitled to no procedural protection at all."

Drake Bennett is the staff writer for Ideas. E-mail drbennett@globe.com.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=14802  SOURCE: Boston Globe
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