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Guantanamo Inmate to Return to Uganda
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Uganda is considering the case of a Uganda born-Briton, Jamal Kiyemba, one of the 200 prisoners held by the US on 
Guantanamo Bay in Cuba. Britain has disowned him. The Minister of Foreign Affairs, Sam Kutesa, recently said he had 
received communication from Uganda's High Commissioner in Britain about Kiyemba.

"I understand that Britain gave up on him. I am yet to look at the papers. We have to intervene, but this depends on 
the documents," Kutesa said.

The minister said that issues to consider include dual citizenship, which is still part of the constitutional amendment. 
"It may have to call for him to renounce his British citizenship," he said.

The British government has declined to intervene on Jamal's behalf on the grounds that he is not a British national. 
Jamal is represented in Guantanamo by Reprieve's Legal Director Clive Stafford Smith and in Britain, by Louise 
Christian.

Because Britain will not have him, the US recently gave notice that he would be sent to Uganda.

When Kiyemba's father died in an accident in Uganda, Kiyemba, who was 14 years, joined his mother in London, 
completed school and went to the University of Leicester, where he studied pharmacy.

Kiyemba was quoted by the Newstatesman magazine of November 21, 2005, as saying, "Ask any MP (military police) 
personnel in Gitmo (Guantanamo): where is this guy from? Answer: They will say Britain! Check my incoming mail 
and you will find its from Britain. My GP, my mosque, my teens, my education, employment, friends, taxes, home 
and, above all else, my family - it is in Britain."

Kiyemba said, "I may not be British according to some piece of paper, but in reality I am a Brit and always will be."

He is among nine British citizens being held at Guantanamo. Others are Bishar-al-Rawi, Jamil-al-Banna, Shaker 
Abdur-Raheem Aamer, Jamal Abdullah, Binyam Mohammed, Khalid Hatair and Omar Deghayes.

All these men have close family members who are British citizens and have themselves lived in the UK for many 
years. Many of these men went to Britain fleeing persecution in countries such as Iraq or Libya.

Amnesty International (AI) recently described the Guantanamo detention facility as the "gulag of our times".

Lawyers for the detainees have reported that the men's mental health is rapidly deteriorating.

AI said Kiyemba hails from Battersea, south London. He said to AI in an account of a July hunger strike: "Many of the 
prisoners collapsed, as they would not drink water. More than 30 were hospitalised. I am in Camp IV and we joined 
in."

He added, "Eventually, because people were near death, the military caved in and let us set up a prisoner welfare 
council of six prisoners."

British papers said that Kiyemba's family in Uganda was divided between strong Catholicism and a moderate strain of 
Islam. Kiyemba himself was brought up Catholic, but converted to Islam in university.

According to information provided by UK-based Islamic Human Rights Commission (IHRC), Kiyemba was travelling in 
Pakistan when he was seized and turned over to his American captors for a bounty of $5,000 (which was the amount 
the US Military were offering for foreign Muslim 'terrorists').
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IHRC said Kiyemba had never been to Afghanistan until the Americans took him there and there's no evidence that he 
ever committed a hostile act against the US or anyone else.

In a letter of September 12, 2005 the IHRC called on all campaigners to urgently contact Britain's Foreign Secretary 
and their own MP to appeal to the US on behalf of the Guantanamo detainees. IHRC, in a letter to the British Foreign 
Secretary, Jack Straw said, "I am writing with regard to the continued indefinite detention and imprisonment without 
charge of British residents in Guantanamo Bay. It has been over three years since these men were initially detained."

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=11191   SOURCE: AllAfrica.com

Mind Games at Gitmo

Psychiatrists and psychologists should have nothing to do with interrogating prisoners.

By Nancy Sherman
NANCY SHERMAN, author of "Stoic Warriors'' (Oxford University Press, 2005), is a philosophy professor at 
Georgetown University.

I RECENTLY visited the Guantanamo Bay Detention Center with a small group of civilian psychiatrists, psychologists, 
top military doctors and Department of Defense health affairs officials to discuss detainee medical and mental 
healthcare.

I am a military ethicist. The unspoken reason for the invitation to go on this unusual day trip was the bruising 
criticism the Bush administration has received for its use of psychiatrists and psychologists in the interrogation of 
suspected terrorist detainees. 

We disembarked from our Navy jet to find an island lush and green from the recent storms. A small boat took us from 
the airfield to the naval hospital. From the boat there was no sign of Camp Delta, where the detainees are actually 
held. No sign of prisons or barbed wire or the detention facility's 505 inmates. 

Our host was the commanding officer of Gitmo, Maj. Gen. Jay W. Hood (an artillery officer by training), who replaced 
Maj. Gen. Geoffrey Miller, implicated in the "migration" of torture methods from Gitmo to Abu Ghraib. Dressed in 
fatigues, Gen. Hood briefed us using PowerPoint. His intelligence director told us that interrogators have not used 
harsh "fear up" tactics — the ones designed to terrify — since 2003.

We went by bus from the naval hospital to the detention hospital for quick briefings from a psychiatrist and a 
physician. Still, we were not permitted to see any detainees or any of the hunger-striking inmates in the hospital, 
despite our requests. During our six hours on the ground, we had only a fleeting glimpse of a few detainees outside 
their cellblocks behind barbed wire and screened fences. 

Indeed, when I got home and saw the play "Guantanamo: Honor Bound to Defend Freedom" (by Victoria Brittain and 
Gillian Slovo) I had the disquieting feeling that I had absorbed more about detainee life at the theater than I had from 
actually being at Gitmo. This only amplified my anxiety that what I heard and saw during my VIP visit sidestepped the 
central moral issue of whether abuse is still occurring at Gitmo and whether health professionals are, or have been, a 
party to coercive interrogation.

The question that the Pentagon leadership has been focusing on, and which was a key subject of discussion during our 
day at Gitmo, is whether there is an ethical difference between using psychologists rather than psychiatrists on 
interrogation teams. 

What some in the Pentagon would like is to have doctors and psychiatrists, who are bound by the Hippocratic oath to 
"do no harm," be the clinicians treating detainees. Psychologists, who do not swear to such an oath, would consult 
with and advise interrogators. 

But this is a red herring. It is hair-splitting that detracts from the real issue of whether health professionals of any 
stripe can ethically be involved in interrogations that may involve coercive techniques or torture. The answer is clearly 
no. They should not be involved, directly or indirectly, in situations that may lead to the breach of confidential medical 
records, to torture or to cruel, inhumane and degrading treatment, or to exploitation of fears or phobias. Mental 
health professionals simply should not be collaborating with interrogators in inflicting psychological torture. 
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Hood said that "rapport building" was the preferred and effective interrogation technique, but that's no guarantee that 
rougher tactics won't be used. 

The fact is that there is enormous pressure on the people at Guantanamo Bay to get good intelligence for the war on 
terror, and it's as easy for behavioral scientists as it is for interrogators to compromise their moral standards. Cunning 
and deception to extract information may in some cases be acceptable. But many people have been outraged to learn 
from media reports that methods military psychologists have developed to train our own troops to resist torture (the 
so-called survival, evasion, resistance and escape methods taught at Ft. Bragg) have been "reverse engineered" at 
Guantanamo Bay to create coercive, psychologically manipulative interrogation techniques for use against detainees. 

Plato warned long ago that a doctor's skill, abstracted from good character and wisdom, is a neutral ability: It can be 
used to heal or to harm. So, too, the science of psychological trauma can also be the science of torture. How it is used 
is a matter of the virtue of the doctor.

Doctors should serve at Gitmo to treat patients for medical and mental health conditions. But the American Psychiatric 
Assn. and the American Psychological Assn. must insist their members shun practices that compromise professional 
conduct. 

Like the good soldier who should resist orders that may be lawful but immoral, the good military doctor must do the 
same. 

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=11187 SOURCE: Los Angeles Times

Clive Stafford Smith: Inside Guantanamo

Lawyer Clive Stafford Smith regularly visits clients in the prison camp he calls America's "law-free zone". 
This is his chilling report on life behind the wire

The 12-seater Air Sunshine plane sets down at the Guantanamo Bay Naval Base just as the sun descends behind the 
hangar. I am met by a military escort. We josh about the threat that the legal profession poses to national security: 
lawyers are required to stay the night on the leeward side, safe across the bay from the main base and the prison. He 
drops me off at the motel, the Combined Bachelors' Quarters or CBQ, where a sign boasts that it is "the pearl of the 
Antilles".

Here, for $12 a night, a bachelor can share a room with three other soldiers. Even in this age when "Don't ask, don't 
tell" is the official line on homosexuality in the US forces, the notion of combined bachelors strikes me as incongruous. 
They give me a room with four beds to myself. After eight visits I am an old hand here and I have my favourite room 
with a view of the placid Caribbean.

The motel sign also trumpets the base's motto, "Honour Bound to Defend Freedom", but freedom is a relative term 
here. Iguanas are free enough, and if my escort accidentally runs one over it's a $10,000 fine, as US environmental 
laws apply in Guantanamo. On the other hand, if you feel the need to hit one of the 500 prisoners who are now four 
years into their captivity it is called "mild non-injurious contact" and there are no consequences. Two years ago in the 
Supreme Court, we argued that it would be a huge step for mankind if the judges gave our clients the same rights as 
the animals.

At the motel, television is the only diversion. I am unsure whether the CIA organised this to spook me, but on each of 
my recent visits to the base I have had the option of watching Groundhog Day, with Bill Murray waking up over and 
over again to the same morning. As his clock radio clicks over to 6am, Sonny and Cher are inevitably moaning, "I got 
you, babe."

Guantanamo Bay is Groundhog Day. It's reveille at 5.30am for breakfast. The cook nonchalantly crushes a scorpion 
that has wandered into the chow hall and greets me with the same cheese omelette as yesterday. I am pinioned to 
my table by television monitors shouting the American Forces channel at me.

I walk a mile down the road to meet the 7am ferry. A bus always passes me at the same place and, as usual, I wave 
to the driver. The tarmac steams as the sun rises over the Cuban hills, stillness and beauty clashing with the rusted 
barbed wire. I wonder whether the ten-foot snake that was outside my motel door this morning lives in one of the 
wooden Second World War bunkers that adjoin the road.
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Cresting the hill, I see the ferry coming across the bay. As it approaches the landing, tinny music can be heard above 
the drone of the engine. Each morning for a week it has been Jimmy Buffett belting out "Margaritaville". I have a 
fantasy that one day we will progress a track or two on that Buffett album to a song called "Why Don't We Get Drunk 
(and Screw)". But it never happens.

Most of the lawyers complain about staying on the leeward side, but I enjoy the morning cruise. High in the hills, as 
the pilot steers us in to the windward dock, four wind turbines slowly rotate. They are majestic, an unlikely sign of 
environmental sensitivity in such an otherwise harsh world.

The escort meets us at the dock and calls his code in to our un-seen monitor. We stop off at Starbucks and then drive 
down to McDonald's. A soldier smartly salutes his superior, "Honour Bound, sir!" The officer salutes his reply, "To 
Defend Freedom, soldier!" The first time I saw this I chuckled, thinking they were joking. It's mandatory. It's the 
motto.

"Recreation Road" runs alongside Guantanamo Golf Course, grass sparse, leading to the prison camp. I cannot write 
about the layout of the camp, because that would violate the security rules.

The various camps have been given names steeped in irony. "Papa" is where the prisoners on hunger strike are force-
fed. "Romeo" is where the military sexually humiliated prisoners by forcing them to wear only shorts. Forty Muslim 
men, forsworn from alcohol, live in "Whiskey". I can't decide whether the irony is inadvertent, as is generally the case 
with irony on this side of the Atlantic, or deliberate and cruel.

Meetings between client and lawyer are held in Camp Echo. Before June 2004, when the Supreme Court ordered that 
the prisoners be allowed lawyers, this used to be the harshest camp, where prisoners were held in total isolation. Each 
cell is hermetically sealed from the others and divided down the middle - the prisoner lives on one side and is brought 
into the other half only for interrogation sessions or, lately, lawyer visits. I am going to stay there all day, until 5pm. I 
am glad that we arrived in plenty of time. At 8am the warning siren will sound on the Tannoy, followed by the national 
anthem. Everything will come to a stop and the soldiers stand rigid, saluting the nearest flag until it is over.

I go into the camp and must wait for the clients to be prepared. We sit at the "picnic table" by the cells. The guards 
live a monotonous life and most are friendly. One tells me he saw me recently on CNN, where I said that most of the 
military were decent people consigned to a terrible task. He smiles as he asks whether he is one of the decent folk or 
one of the bastards.

Another confides in me that he has been told to keep his distance from the lawyers. I am curious about the minefield 
that apparently still separates the naval base from the perfidious Cuban communists. "Every now and then you hear 
an explosion at night," says the soldier. "Those are Cubans trying to escape to freedom." I laugh because I assume he 
is kidding me, but he is serious. I suggest that any mine that goes off is probably taking out an errant iguana. He is 
clearly unhappy. I am a cynic, and he does not talk to me again for several days.

A guard takes his hat off and puts it on the table. To remind him of his mission, he has writ- ten inside the rim: "Al-
Qaeda are pussies."

Many of the guards are from quiet American backwaters and Guantanamo represents their first foray abroad. They 
have been subjected to the most extraordinary propaganda. One of my clients is only a little over five feet tall, very 
mild-mannered and cultured. Some months ago he told me about the times before the cameras were installed, when 
a soldier sat outside his Camp Echo cell 24 hours a day, watching him. He noticed a female guard shaking on her chair 
and asked her what the matter was. Eventually she asked him whether he truly was a serial assassin - she had been 
told that he was another Hannibal Lecter and might bite her through the bars. When he finished laughing he devoted 
many therapeutic hours to calming her down. The US military got its intelligence thoroughly wrong on him, and his 
guards grew to disbelieve the stories. A number gave him their e-mail addresses for when he got out.

Finally, the time comes to see my first client. There is a cooler full of "Freedom Springs" water bottles, the name 
printed over an American flag. One soldier suggests that I strip the flag off before passing a bottle to the prisoners, 
because they might desecrate Old Glory. I recall how surprised some Americans were at the Muslim outrage when 
Newsweek reported how the Koran had been thrown into the toilet. The parallels seem obvious: insults to their flag 
reduce many Americans to apoplexy.

Talking to my clients is draining. Even gaining their trust is not easy. After the right to counsel was won, the military 
tried to outflank us by sending interrogators in pretending to be lawyers. Given that all the real lawyers have to be 
American citizens, what is to distinguish us in the eyes of our clients from the deception that went before?

We talk about torture. I now have a checklist of the abuses used by the US military and those who do their dirtier 
work for them. Every now and then I get a flash of perspective: when I went to law school in 1984, did I ever think 
such a checklist would be necessary? Did I believe that an American tribunal would admit a confession exacted at the 
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point of a razor blade? The soldiers seem to accept the Guanta-namo reality without blinking. A minority of the 
government prosecutors are horrified; the majority go with the flow.

In addition to being devoid of law, Guantanamo sometimes seems like a truth-free zone. I am scheduled to see my 
client Mohammed el-Gharani. The military says he is 26 and denies that there are any juveniles on the base. Let us 
assume the camp authorities really believe this: what does it say about the quality of Guantanamo intelligence if they 
cannot even work out his age after four years of interrogation? Mohammed was not quite 15 when he was seized, and 
is still a teenager. I got the birth certificate from Saudi Arabia to prove it, but they still won't believe me. "He sure 
does look young," says one of the guards.

The prisoners are depressed. There were 32 suicide attempts in the first six months. This was bad PR for the military; 
something had to be done. Six months later we were told that suicide attempts had zeroed out. Was this true? No. 
Attempting suicide had merely been renamed "self-injurious behaviour" and another 42 prisoners had become SIBs.

In similar semantic vein one soldier says that he cannot say the word "prisoner", as he has been ordered to refer to 
my clients as detainees. It is deemed defensible to "detain" a person, where "imprisoning" him without trial is not.

Sami al-Laithi knows all about this. An Egyptian, he was minding his own business in Pakistan when the Americans 
seized him, and he was then badly abused in Guantanamo. He'll certainly never play football again, as he is confined 
to a wheelchair with two fractured vertebrae after being ERF'd (that's a recent addition to the Guantanamo lexicon, 
describing the habits of the Emergency Reaction Force guards, who dress up in Darth Vader outfits and rough up 
recalcitrant prisoners).

Because Sami complained repeatedly they held him in solitary confinement at Camp V. Three years into this ordeal, 
Sami's tribunal found him "innocent" - as he had said all along, he never was an enemy combatant. So what did he 
get for it? The guards came into his cell and offered him a white uniform instead of an orange one. Sami got angry. It 
took them another five months to set him free.

It is a long day. I have to speak my questionable French to some prisoners, my even more dubious Italian to others. 
We laugh a good deal, but goodness only knows what they understand of their rights. At 5pm I have to leave.

En route back to the ferry landing we stop at the NEX, the Navy Exchange. Posters advertise an impending visit by 
Miss Teen USA, a reminder that the overwhelming majority of the 9,000 soldiers are male. I am surprised that the US 
military does not treat them better. They cannot bring their families to the base, and are often cut off from their 
children for six months at a time.

Outside the NEX, stalls sell Guantanamo Golf Course T-shirts, and others that say "Behaviour Modification Instructor". 
I cannot resist a Lilliputian version for my seven-year-old nephew that says "Future Behaviour Modification 
Instructor". Will I be liable if he beats my brother up?

The ferry has stopped for the day, so in the evening I take a faster boat back across the bay. Waiting for it to leave, I 
check out the plaque 50 yards away. This is where Christopher Columbus beached on his second trip, on 30 April 
1494. He found nothing of interest in Guantanamo and left the next morning.

The trip across the bay takes no more than ten minutes. As I walk back up the hill to the CBQ, the sun is setting and 
the Tannoy crackles to life again. It's time for the bugle to blare retreat, the rather defeatist end to every military day.

I stop at the Clipper Club, perhaps the most boring bar in the Caribbean. The management's "standards of 
appearance" sign prohibits "clothing with bizarre, drug-promoting, obscene and offensive insignia". Patrons are 
warned that "shirts must cover excessive body hair on the chest, abdomen, and under arms". I pass the test and it's 
good to have a drink.

"Al-qaeda" supposedly means "the base" in Arabic. Guantanamo means "the naval base" here, and one of the military 
defence lawyers has developed his own response when any soldier confronts him with, "Honour Bound, sir!" He 
returns the salute sardonically, "To defend the US constitution!" Guantanamo should consider a change of motto.

Clive Stafford Smith is legal director of Reprieve, a UK charity fighting for people facing the death penalty and other 
human rights abuses. He has represented 40 of the prisoners at Guantanamo Bay. For more information go to 
( [http://www.reprieve.org.uk])

The books they ban

It is said that when Jeremy Paxman was told that the British prisoner Moazzam Begg's bookshelf contained only two 
books - the Koran and Paxman's own The English - a Newsnight colleague remarked: "So it's true they torture people 
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in Guantanamo." Begg's problem with reading material, of course, was censorship, which is as sweeping as it is 
perverse.

Banned magazines have included National Geographic, Scientific American and Runner's World. John Pilger's Hidden 
Agendas was returned, stamped "Denied". An anthology of First World War poetry was also excluded, as was Robert 
Hughes's history of Australian colonisation, The Fatal Shore, and, even more curiously, The New Dinkum Aussie 
Dictionary.

In the case of Scott Turow's legal thriller Presumed Innocent the title alone may have been the problem, but perhaps 
the strangest cases were the four books returned with the note: "These Items were not Cleared for Delivery to the 
Detainee(s)." They were Puss in Boots, Cinderella, Jack and the Beanstalk and Beauty and the Beast.

The torture trail

Binyam Mohammed, originally from Ethiopia, lived in north Kensington, London, for several years, seeking asylum, 
and in 2001 went to Afghanistan. After the invasion he fled to Pakistan, where he was seized for using a passport that 
was not his own and turned over to the US. He surfaced late last year in Guantanamo.

What happened in the intervening three years? Binyam describes how, in Pakistan, an FBI agent said, "If you don't 
talk to me, you're going to Jordan. We can't do what we want here; the Pakistanis can't do exactly what we want 
them to. The Arabs will deal with you." When he asked for a lawyer, the FBI told him he did not have the right to one.

In July 2002, Binyam was flown by CIA plane from a military airport in Islamabad to a prison, not in Jordan but in 
Morocco. There, a guard told him: "America's really pissed off at what happened, and they've said to the world: either 
you're with us or you're against us. We Moroccans say: 'We're with you.' So we'll do whatever they want."

A man who called himself Marwan served as Binyam's main interrogator. "Give me the whole story all over again," 
Marwan would say. Each time, Binyam did what he could. Marwan would give the order: "Idrabo", which means "beat 
him" in Arabic. The guards would say: "There's worse to come"; and Binyam could hear people screaming across the 
hall.

Once, Marwan brought in three thugs who cut off his clothes with a scalpel and then, as Binyam screamed, used the 
scalpel to make a cut in his chest. Next, he says, one of the thugs took his penis in his hand and began to make cuts. 
The pain was appalling. He says he also suffered torture worse than this, but cannot bring himself to discuss it.

He was in Morocco for 18 months. He asked a guard: "What's the point of this? I've got nothing I can say to them." 
The guard replied: "It's just to degrade you. So when you leave here, you'll have these scars and you'll never forget. 
So you'll always fear doing anything but what the US wants."

In January 2004, Binyam was taken to Kabul, where he endured five more months of torture, mainly psychological at 
this point. He says that he signed whatever statements were put in front of him. He apparently confessed to dining in 
April 2002 with five high-ranking Qaeda operatives - a dinner at which they discussed a plot to plant a radioactive 
"dirty bomb" in New York. He denies that this is true.

Binyam is now charged in a military commission where evidence based on torture is admissible.

The British men still there

Shaker Aamer, 40, is the Saudi father of four British children who live in Battersea, south London. He was subjected 
to severe torture at the "Dark Prison" in Kabul and at Bagram air force base. Since being sent to Guantanamo, he has 
been elected to the six-man "prisoners' council" and has been punished with solitary confinement for co-ordinating a 
hunger strike.

Bisher al-Rawi and Jamil al-Banna were both in the Gambia setting up a peanut oil plant when they were seized, 
turned over to the United States and sent to Guantanamo. Britain had recognised Jamil as a refugee from Jordan four 
years previously; Bisher and his family had fled Saddam Hussein 20 years earlier. Jamil's wife and five children live in 
London, not far from Bisher's mother and sister.

Omar Deghayes is a refugee who escaped from Libya to Britain with his family as a teenager, after his father was 
murdered by Colonel Gaddafi. Omar studied law. He was seized in Pakistan, tortured and sent to Guantanamo. The 
main evidence against him is a videotape of a Chechen rebel, brandishing a Kalashnikov, who is now known to be a 
man called Abu Walid but was mistakenly identified by Spanish authorities as Omar. The British government has 
suggested that Omar should apply to Libya for "consular assistance" and he has received visits from Libyan officials 
who, rather than offering him help, threatened to kill him should he return to Libya.
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Ahmad Errachidi, who worked as a cook in London for almost 18 years, was arrested in Pakistan by bounty hunters, 
sold to the US military and transferred to Bagram, where the sign on the interrogation room door read "Hell" in 
Arabic. In Guantanamo, he was accused of being an extremist leader and dubbed "The General". Ahmad has been 
held in punitive isolation for more than two years, the longest period served in isolation by any Guantanamo prisoner. 

Jamal Kiyemba, originally from Uganda, lived in Britain from the age of 14. "Ask any MP [military police] personnel in 
Gitmo [Guantanamo]: where's this guy from? Answer: they will say Britain! Check my incoming mail and you will find 
that it's from Britain. My GP, my local mosque, my teens, my education, employment, friends, taxes, home and, 
above all else, my family - it is in Britain. I may not be British according to some piece of paper, but in reality I am a 
Brit and always will be." Because Britain will not have him, the US recently gave notice that he would be sent to 
Uganda.

And there may be more: Abdulnour Sameur is an Algerian refugee who lived in south Harrow, London, and Ahmed 
Ben Bacha is an Algerian who lived in Bournemouth. Neither has yet seen a lawyer and little is known about them.
 

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=11181  SOURCE: The New Statesman

November 14, 2005

U.S. Activists Rebuffed at GuantanamoU.S. Activists Rebuffed in Bid to 
Enter Guantanamo Base

By ANDREA RODRIGUEZ Associated Press Writer
The Associated Press

HAVANA Dec 13, 2005 — U.S. activists camping at a Cuban military checkpoint outside the U.S. naval base at 
Guantanamo Bay were rebuffed Tuesday in their attempt to gain access to terror suspects held at the facility. 

Members of the Christian-oriented Witness Against Torture began a hunger strike at the checkpoint on Monday after a 
five-day march from the eastern Cuban city of Santiago. 

They said they have not received a reply to their formal request to gain access to the base. On Tuesday one of the 
activists, Gary Ashbeck, called the base on a cell phone, only to have communication cut off after a brief exchange 
with an operator.

Expatriates Vote; Four Troops Die in Iraq 
Saudi Prince Donates $40 Million to Harvard, Georgetown Universities 
 Baghdad E.R. 

Stacey Byington, a civilian spokeswoman for U.S. Naval Station Guantanamo Bay, told The Associated Press in an e-
mail that access is limited to those with official or authorized business. 

Three of the 25 American activists headed home Tuesday, but 22 others continued a water-only fast at the Cuban 
military checkpoint, about five miles outside the U.S. base. 

"(We are going) to spread the word that people are being tortured at Guantanamo," Patricia Santoro, of Jersey City, 
N.J., one of the departing activists, said during a stop in Havana. 

The detention center has become a symbol of the dispute over detainee abuse by the U.S. military. Thirty-two 
prisoners are on hunger strike to protest what they say is cruel and inhumane treatment. 

Twenty-five of those prisoners are being fed through tubes. 
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U.S. officials insist the hundreds of prisoners held at Guantanamo are treated humanely at the remote base on Cuba's 
eastern tip. The government says they are enemy combatants, not prisoners of war, and are not entitled to the same 
rights afforded under the Geneva Conventions. 

The activists said they were not concerned about sanctions they might face at home for traveling to Cuba, which is 
under a decades-old U.S. trade and travel embargo. 

"It's my job to be with the poor and the oppressed," said the Rev. Steve Kelly, a Jesuit priest from California.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=11226 SOURCE: ABC 

December 15, 2005

Glimpses of Guantanamo - Medical Ethics and the War on Terror

Susan Okie, M.D.

On a rainy afternoon in mid-October 2005, a white bus climbed the brush-covered hills near Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, 
carrying a group of visitors to Camp Delta, the desolate spot on the island's southern coast where the U.S. military 
holds more than 500 prisoners captured in the war on terror. It rolled through the detention camp's stockade-style 
gate and turned onto the dirt track inside the outermost of three high fences. Like others in the small group of civilian 
doctors, psychologists, and ethicists visiting that day, I peered through the bus's windows, eager for a glimpse of 
detainees. Since our arrival in the morning, we had spent more than two hours in a hospital conference room on the 
naval base, listening to a briefing by Major General Jay W. Hood, the camp's commander, and questioning him and 
other officials about the interrogation and medical care of detainees, including the force-feeding of hunger strikers. At 
last, I thought, we were about to see the prisoners. 

The fences veiled the camp's interior from our curious eyes. Opaque green cloth was stretched across the chain link, 
obstructing our view of the buildings beyond. As we rolled slowly past Camps 3, 2, and 1, adjoining compounds with 
similar layouts, we caught an occasional glimpse of the military guards who sit in open doorways at the rear of each 
cell block, keeping a constant eye on the detainees within. ("There is no place in those blocks where people can 
disappear and not be watched by multiple eyes," Hood said — adding, however, that guards carry no weapons: "It's 
the safest way to run a facility.") 

For a moment, I saw a prisoner's olive-skinned face peeking out at our bus through a hole in the cloth. Then, we 
rounded a corner and reached Camp 4, the least restrictive of the five currently occupied prison compounds. We saw 
10 or 12 prisoners standing alone or in small groups in the exercise yard. They wore white pants and shirts. Most had 
long, black hair; many had untrimmed beards, and a few wore white caps. One man was chinning himself on a metal 
crossbar supporting an awning that shaded part of the yard. From a distance, through the layers of fence, the 
detainees watched silently as our military escorts hustled us into the prison hospital. 

We found ourselves in a long, one-story building with gray-painted metal walls and a spotless linoleum floor. Our 
guides led us down a hallway past physical therapy equipment, an x-ray room, a glass-windowed nurses' station, and 
a supply room full of surgical kits and medical equipment. We stopped outside the hospital's empty operating room. 
There we were greeted by members of the medical team led by a physician known to patients as Dr. O., a young 
military doctor with a buzz cut and a mustache. The camp's doctors, nurses, and prison guards hide their name tags 
from prisoners with masking tape, and officials asked us not to publish their names, to protect them and their 
families from terrorists. 

The patients — nine in all, we were told — were invisible. They lay behind floor-to-ceiling curtains covering the bays of 
the 30-bed hospital. Guards standing before the curtains came to attention the moment I tried to edge closer. I had 
been told before the trip that we would probably be permitted to speak with patients, and I received various 
explanations for the change of heart: officials didn't want to give hunger-striking patients a forum for media attention; 
they feared that a patient who had assaulted a nurse the previous night might again become disruptive or violent; 
they were concerned about detainees' privacy. Had I known that I would not have access to prisoners, I might have 
declined the invitation to visit Guantanamo, as United Nations representatives have since done. 
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Captain John S. Edmondson, an emergency physician and the commander of the medical group that delivers the 
prisoners' care, told us that eight of the patients had been admitted for involuntary tube feeding, to treat the medical 
consequences of their prolonged hunger strike. We were told that 25 prisoners were on hunger strike that day (a 
decline from 131 on the anniversary of the September 11 attacks) and that 22 were being fed by nasogastric tube — 
most while in their cells. Some had continued to lose weight — as much as 30 percent of their original body weight — 
despite these tube feedings and had been admitted for monitoring, endocrinologic evaluation, and 
additional treatment. "They are all clinically stable" with albumin levels over 4 g per deciliter, said Edmondson, a dark-
haired man who looked tired and careworn on the day we visited. The weight loss "does not pose a danger," he said. 

Although many aspects of the U.S. military's handling of detainees during the war on terror have been justly criticized, 
it remains a point of pride among medical workers, security staff, and military leaders at Guantanamo that there have 
been no deaths among Camp Delta prisoners. Clearly, Hood hopes to maintain that record. "I will not allow them to do 
harm to themselves," he told us. The military's policy of tube feeding prisoners on hunger strike is controversial, and 
military health care providers are "screened" before deployment to Guantanamo "to ensure that they do not have 
ethical objections to assisted feeding," Edmondson told me. The World Medical Association declared in 1975 that 
prisoners who refuse food and whom doctors consider capable of understanding the consequences should not be 
fed artificially, and British authorities allowed hunger-striking members of the Irish Republican Army to starve to death 
in prison in 1981. Yet civilian doctors in U.S. federal prisons are permitted to order the force-feeding of hunger 
strikers, and some lawyers representing Guantanamo detainees concur with the policy of "assisted feeding" (as 
military officials prefer to call it) if it is judged medically necessary. 

Ethicist Jonathan Moreno of the University of Virginia suggested in an interview that the ethical issues involved are 
complex. Detainees at Guantanamo, who are imprisoned in an isolated environment far from their families for an 
indefinite period, may not have the autonomy needed to make an informed decision to starve themselves. Moreno also 
noted that the military doctors, nurses, and medics responsible for the care of detainees have a strong interest in 
keeping them alive, which may render them unable to assess objectively the motives and decision-making process of 
hunger strikers. 

Hood and others at the prison maintain that these detainees are merely protesting their confinement and are not 
suicidal. Their evidence: most prisoners have submitted quietly to the insertion of nasogastric tubes and have not tried 
to pull them out. One prisoner threatened to fight and was put into six-point restraints, only to swallow the nasogastric 
tube without incident. Edmondson said that small, soft, flexible, 10-French tubes are always used, with lidocaine jelly 
and gargle for local anesthesia. Both he and Hood strenuously denied press reports that large-gauge tubes have 
sometimes been inserted, without anesthetics, as a punishment. "In none of these [cases] have I ever gotten 
the impression that these guys want to die," Edmondson said. 

Nevertheless, the force-feeding has become the latest issue in an ongoing debate among medical professionals and 
ethicists about practices at Guantanamo — a debate that has also covered the use of psychiatrists and psychologists to 
monitor military interrogation of prisoners, the reported use of information from detainees' medical records to plan 
interrogation strategies, and other issues. Moreover, our visit came at a time of intense public, judicial, and 
congressional scrutiny of the Bush administration's policies regarding the legal and moral status and treatment of 
suspected terrorists. The Senate had recently passed an amendment by Senator John McCain (R-Ariz.) to the defense 
appropriations bill, prohibiting cruel, inhuman, or degrading treatment of prisoners in U.S. custody, and President Bush 
was threatening to veto the measure. The military's policies regarding detainees were being revised, with Defense and 
State department officials reportedly arguing for the incorporation of language on prisoners' rights from the Geneva 
Conventions and the White House vigorously opposing this change. It seemed evident that one reason for inviting us 
to the detention center was to try to improve Guantanamo's public image. 

Perhaps permitting us to talk with hunger strikers would have undermined that goal. Whatever the reason, the eight 
tube-fed patients remained invisible. And the ninth patient — who was he? No one told us, but I have wondered in 
recent weeks whether he might have been Jumah Dossari. According to news reports published last month, Dossari, a 
26-year-old prisoner captured in Pakistan who has been in U.S. custody for almost four years, tried to commit suicide 
on October 15, four days before our visit. His American lawyer, who had been meeting with him until a few minutes 
before Dossari's suicide attempt, discovered him dangling from a noose in a cell, his right arm gouged and bleeding. 
Dossari had reportedly complained of abuse and mistreatment at the hands of U.S. soldiers in Afghanistan and at 
Guantanamo and had previously attempted suicide. According to a military spokesman, as of November 1, 2005, there 
had been 36 suicide attempts by 22 Guantanamo detainees.1 

Allegations of abusive and inhumane interrogation techniques at Guantanamo have been widely publicized, and our 
group was particularly concerned about the possible involvement of health care professionals in the mistreatment of 
detainees. We questioned Hood and others at Camp Delta about interrogation techniques and the role of psychologists 
or psychiatrists serving on the Behavioral Science Consultation Teams (BSCTs), who observe interrogation sessions 
and advise interrogators and guards about getting detainees to cooperate. A confidential report by the International 
Committee of the Red Cross, received by the U.S. government in July 2004 and subsequently leaked to the media, had 
charged that some techniques used were "tantamount to torture" and stated that medical personnel, through BSCT 
members, had provided interrogators with information about prisoners' psychological vulnerabilities.2 
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The Army released a report this past July detailing incidents that had occurred at Guantanamo between 2002 and 
2004 in which interrogators used such techniques as frequent sleep disruption, prolonged exposure to loud music and 
strobe lights, exposure to extremes of temperature, "short shackling" of detainees in a fetal position, sexual taunting 
by female interrogators, and the use of military working dogs for intimidation.3 The U.S. Army Field Manual on 
intelligence interrogation specifically recommends that an interrogator "be aware of and exploit the source's 
psychological, moral, and sociological weaknesses."4 

Hood and other officials acknowledged that harsh interrogation techniques had sometimes been employed but said 
they are not currently in use, even though techniques such as manipulating temperature and other environmental 
factors, trying to provoke intense feelings of fear or futility, and altering sleep patterns are among those currently 
permitted at Guantanamo by the Secretary of Defense. Esteban Rodriguez, a civilian responsible since mid-2003 for 
overseeing interrogations as director of the Joint Intelligence Group, said that of four controversial 
techniques requiring the secretary's advance approval, the only one for which approval had been requested during his 
tenure was isolation. (The others are attacking or insulting a detainee's ego, using a "Mutt and Jeff" team of friendly 
and harsh interrogators, and taking away religious items such as the Koran as a punishment.5) 

According to the Army report released last July, Hood discontinued the practice of sleep disruption during 
interrogations when he took command in early 2004. "I'm not interested in stressing anybody," Hood said. "The most 
valuable interrogation efforts have occurred . . . by building a rapport over time." He also told us that interrogators 
under his command are not given access to information from detainees' medical or psychiatric records. "Medical care 
has no connection to intelligence gathering," Hood said. "Zero. None." However, BSCT psychologists said that for 
safety reasons, they are sometimes informed if a detainee has a medical condition such as diabetes or heart disease 
that might cause symptoms during an interrogation session. 

Hood said the majority of interrogation sessions focus on more than 100 detainees considered to have high 
intelligence value, many of whom are thought to have been mid-level operatives for Al Qaeda. Many of these 
detainees, as well as some of Camp Delta's most violent prisoners, are held in Camp 5, a maximum-security prison 
that has modern interrogation wings, electronically wired so that analysts or other observers can watch 
interrogation sessions remotely. Detainees are kept in single cells, apparently segregated from other prisoners to a 
much greater degree than in the other camps. We were not shown Camp 5. Dr. K., a military psychiatrist and internist 
who runs the prison's behavioral-science service, told us that someone on her staff sees each detainee in Camp 5 
about every two weeks, "to make sure they are doing OK." 

We spoke with Dr. H. and Dr. D., the two psychologists who currently serve on Guantanamo's three-member BSCT. 
The BSCT psychologists are part of the Joint Intelligence Group and do not provide mental health care to detainees. 
Their role is to observe interrogation sessions and provide feedback to interrogators, as well as advise guards on 
managing detainees' behavior. "We don't advise [interrogators] on how to up stress," said Dr. H. "Those kinds of 
techniques do not work; they are not effective. Rapport building . . . is really what we try to emphasize." 

Dr. H. said that she had undergone Survival, Evasion, Resistance, and Escape (SERE) training, a military program 
designed to teach trainees how to withstand abusive treatment and interrogation if they are taken prisoner. Some 
people familiar with the program have suggested that SERE-trained BSCT psychologists may have used the experience 
to help design coercive interrogation strategies. Military officials told us they had found no evidence that this has 
occurred. As a result of SERE training, "I now have a better appreciation of what detainees are exposed to," said Dr. 
H. "We are never taught any kind of techniques whatever" for harsh interrogation. 

But many observers remain concerned about the potential misuse of SERE training, as well as the larger ethical and 
medical ramifications of involving psychologists and psychiatrists in interrogations. "Empirically, it would be very easy 
for people with that kind of training to import their work into other arenas," said Georgetown University ethicist Nancy 
Sherman, an authority on military culture who was a member of the group visiting Guantanamo. "The role of a 
psychologist on the other side of a one-way mirror — advising, consulting, helping build rapport — is extremely 
slippery." 

In recent months, organizations for mental health professionals have been trying to set ethics guidelines for their 
members. This past June, a task force of the American Psychological Association concluded that "it is consistent with 
the APA Ethics Code for psychologists to serve in consultative roles to interrogation and information-gathering 
processes for national security related purposes," although they should not "support, facilitate, or offer training in 
torture or other cruel, inhuman, or degrading treatment." Last month, the assembly of the American 
Psychiatric Association endorsed a statement that psychiatrists should not participate in or serve as consultants for the 
coercive interrogation of prisoners, involving methods such as degradation, threats, isolation, imposition of fear, 
humiliation, sensory deprivation or excessive stimulation, sleep deprivation, exploitation of phobias, and infliction of 
physical pain such as prolonged stress positions. 

Psychiatrist Steven S. Sharfstein, the president of the American Psychiatric Association and a fellow visitor to 
Guantanamo, said there is consensus in his association that psychiatrists should not be involved in the interrogation of 
detainees at Guantanamo or in Iraq or Afghanistan. "There is great concern about when you depart from your 
physician role," he said. When a forensic psychiatrist examines a prisoner in a civilian jail, the psychiatrist first explains 
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to the prisoner that the interview may not be to his benefit, and the prisoner is allowed to refuse. "With the detainee 
situation, there is none of that," Sharfstein said. "The process of interrogating detainees is, by its very nature, 
deceptive, and that's a major problem. . . . People have to interrogate, but it's really inappropriate to use 
psychiatrists." 

Department of Defense policy states that detainees in military custody should receive medical care similar to that 
provided to U.S. soldiers. For one Guantanamo detainee, that meant bringing in a team to perform coronary 
catheterization and place stents; for another, it required bringing in a thoracic surgeon to remove an anterior 
mediastinal thymoma. Other specialists are available at the naval hospital on the base. A prosthetist visits quarterly to 
care for detainees who are missing parts of limbs. The hospital has a mini-ICU and two negative-pressure laminar-flow 
rooms for patients with communicable diseases. 

Medical corpsmen screen detainees' medical problems and dispense daily medications. "We try to handle most minor 
medical problems on the block," Edmondson said. "It takes two guards to transport a detainee to the clinic," located in 
Camp 1. Some detainees are followed for chronic medical problems such as hypertension, coronary disease, diabetes, 
hyperlipidemia, and latent tuberculosis. As of October 19, 135 operations had been performed at Camp Delta. At first, 
most surgery involved treating wounds and removing shrapnel; now, operations such as hernia repairs, 
cholecystectomies, and appendectomies make up the bulk of the surgical caseload. Dr. O. told us that the demand for 
medical care has doubled in recent months, from an average of 2000 patient contacts per month last spring and early 
summer to an average of 4000 patient contacts per month during the late summer and fall. He added that inpatient 
volume had increased 10-fold (presumably because of the hunger strike) and that four members had been added 
to the medical team. 

With some detainees approaching the end of their fourth year at Camp Delta, mental health is an increasing concern. 
Adjoining the detention hospital is a new psychiatric unit containing 16 inpatient cells, recently completed at a cost of 
$2.65 million. Edmondson told us that 15 percent to 18 percent of detainees arrived with mental illness and that 6 to 8 
percent are followed by mental health professionals. Dr. K., the director of the camp's behavioral services, said that 
there were four patients in the unit on the day we visited and that 40 detainees were seen regularly, for diagnoses 
including personality disorder, adjustment disorder, schizophrenia, and schizoaffective disorder. "The majority are 
appreciative of our care," she told us. "They let us know if they are having problems with sleep or 
depression." However, she added, fundamentalist Muslim detainees had on occasion refused to speak with her because 
she is a woman. "There is a lot of resistance to psychiatric care in the population we're working with," she said. 

Kristine Huskey, a lawyer with a Washington, D.C., firm representing 11 Kuwaiti detainees at Guantanamo, said in an 
interview that some of her clients had complained about their medical care. "Often, the only medical person who 
comes around is a corpsman," she said. "They complain that they want to see the doctor, and they don't get to. . . . I 
know that some of my guys have really serious health issues. I know they're not getting the care." She added that two 
of the firm's clients were debilitated by a hunger strike and were being tube fed; another had been advised by doctors 
at Guantanamo to have an operation but distrusted their recommendation. In other settings, "when patient–
doctor issues become complicated, you get second opinions" or consult an ethics committee, Huskey said. "These guys 
don't have any of that." 

With no opportunity to see patients or speak with detainees, our group was in a position somewhat analogous to that 
of journalists "embedded" with U.S. military units. Although I learned much from the visit, I continue to juggle 
contradictory versions of the realities of Camp Delta: confident assertions by Hood and other officers that all treatment 
of detainees is humane, for example, contrast with statements by detainees, made through their lawyers, that it is 
not. Meanwhile, reports by the only objective observers with broad access to detainees — teams from the International 
Committee of the Red Cross that visit Guantanamo regularly — are not released to the public. As one of my fellow 
travelers, Georgetown's Sherman, observed the week after the trip, "I came home with cognitive dissonance." 

As we were preparing to board the jet at the end of our visit, Hood assured us once more that the military is trying to 
"do the right thing" at Guantanamo. He left us with a parting challenge: "All those who contend that what we are doing 
is not right should propose an alternative." 

Source Information 

Dr. Okie is a contributing editor of the Journal. 

An interview with Dr. Okie can be heard at www.nejm.org. 
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Lawmakers Back Use of Evidence Coerced From Detainees

By ERIC SCHMITT and TIM GOLDEN

WASHINGTON, Dec. 16 - House and Senate negotiators agreed Friday to a measure that would enable the 
government to keep prisoners at Guantánamo Bay indefinitely on the basis of evidence obtained by coercive 
interrogations. 

The provision, which has been a subject of extensive bargaining with the Bush administration, could allow evidence 
that would not be permitted in civilian courts to be admissable in deciding whether to hold detainees at the American 
military prison in Guantánamo Bay, Cuba. In recent days, the Congressional negotiators quietly eliminated an explicit 
ban on the use of such material in an earlier version of the legislation. 

The measure is contained in the same military policy bill that includes Senator John McCain's provision to ban the 
cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment of detainees in American custody worldwide. Mr. Bush reluctantly embraced 
Mr. McCain's ban on Thursday. The full House is expected to approve the compromise bill soon, with the Senate to 
follow in the next few days, Congressional officials said. 

The juxtaposition of the seemingly contradictory measures immediately led lawyers for Guantánamo prisoners to 
assert that Congressional Republicans were helping to preserve the utility of coercive interrogations that senior White 
House officials have argued are vital to the fight against war against terror. 

While the measure would allow the Guantánamo prisoners to challenge in federal court their status as enemy 
combatants and to appeal automatically any convictions and sentences handed down by military tribunals in excess of 
10 years, it would still prevent the detainees from asking civilian courts to intervene with the administration over 
harsh treatment or prison conditions.

Thomas B. Wilner, a lawyer who represents a group of Kuwaiti detainees at Guantánamo Bay, said in an interview that 
the new language would render the McCain restrictions unenforceable at the Cuban prison. "If McCain is one small 
step forward, enactment of this language would be two giant steps backwards," Mr. Wilner said. 

Two of the main Senate sponsors of the measure, Lindsey Graham, Republican of South Carolina, and Carl Levin, 
Democrat of Michigan, defended the changes made to the language that the Senate passed last month, 84 to 14.

Mr. Graham acknowledged the measure's intention to make it possible to use information obtained by coercive 
interrogation techniques in military panels that evaluate whether detainees at Guantánamo are being rightfully held as 
"enemy combatants." He argued that the techniques were not abusive. 

He also said that under his measure, the panels would weigh the value of the intelligence gained from an interrogation 
against a judgment on whether the statement was coerced. He said in a telephone interview with reporters that the 
amendment would promote "a balanced approach." A similar rule now applies in the military commissions that have 
been established to prosecute terror suspects at Guantánamo. 

Human rights advocates criticized Mr. Levin, the chief Senate Democratic negotiator, for agreeing to restrict further 
the legal rights of Guantánamo detainees. Mr. Levin suggested that he had settled for the less damaging of two bad 
outcomes, saying he had deflected more onerous provisions that House Republicans wanted, including a demand that 
interrogators who abused prisoners be granted immunity from prosecution. Mr. Levin added in a telephone interview, 
"I don't think courts will allow coerced evidence in any proceeding." 
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The Bush administration has repeatedly considered - and rejected - explicitly prohibiting the use of evidence obtained 
by torture in the military commissions. Most recently, the issue was a major part of a lengthy internal debate over 
new rules for the tribunals that were promulgated on Aug. 31 in response to longstanding criticism in the United 
States and overseas that the tribunals are unfair.

Several officials familiar with the internal discussions said State Department officials and some senior Defense 
Department aides had strongly advocated an explicit ban on the use of evidence obtained by torture in a series of 
interagency discussions that began last December.

At one point in that process, the Pentagon official in charge of the tribunals, Maj. Gen. John D. Altenburg Jr., who is 
now retired, proposed barring any "confession or admission that was procured from the accused by torture," according 
to parts of a draft document read to a reporter. The rule defined torture as any act "specifically intended to inflict 
severe physical or mental pain and suffering."

The ban was also championed by the counselor of the State Department, Philip D. Zelikow, two officials said. The 
deputy defense secretary, Gordon R. England, also supported the ban in meetings on the revised commission rules, as 
did some senior military officers, said a spokesman for Mr. England, Capt. Kevin Wensing.

But such a prohibition was opposed by other officials involved in the debate, including David S. Addington, who was 
then Vice President Dick Cheney's counsel and is now his chief of staff. A spokesman for the vice president said Mr. 
Addington would have no comment on his reported role in the policy debates.

Since the drafting of the presidential order that established the commissions on Nov. 13, 2001, White House officials 
have sought to give the commissions wide latitude to consider evidence that would be inadmissible in civilian courts.

Mr. Addington, who was a primary architect of the presidential order, argued in the debates earlier this year that by 
explicitly prohibiting evidence obtained by torture, the administration would raise an unnecessary red flag. suggesting 
at least implicitly that prisoners in American custody were, in fact, being tortured, officials said.

Justice Department officials involved in the debates contended that such a prohibition was not necessary because the 
matter was already covered by the Convention Against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman and Degrading Treatment 
or Punishment, a treaty adopted by the United Nations more than two decades ago and ratified by the United States 
in 1994. 

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=11295 SOURCE: New York Times

Suicidal Guantanamo Inmate Moved Out of Isolation

Bahraini Detainee Who Complained of 'Intolerable' Conditions Is Shifted Before Court Hearing

By Josh White
Washington Post Staff Writer

Military officials at the U.S. detention facility at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, have moved a suicidal detainee out of his 
isolation cell after he said he was trying to kill himself because of the "intolerable" conditions of his incarceration.

Jumah Dossari, 32, a Bahraini detainee who attempted to kill himself during a visit from his attorney in October, was 
moved from a segregation cell at the prison's Camp Five to a steel-mesh cell in Camp One, where he can interact with 
other detainees, government lawyers said. They informed Dossari's attorneys of the move on Thursday afternoon, a 
day before a hearing in U.S. District Court in Washington that was scheduled to address Dossari's case.

Dossari's attorneys have been asking the court to order Guantanamo Bay officials to improve his living conditions, 
which they argue have led him to attempt suicide at least nine times. In a letter to the lawyers Thursday, Edward H. 
White, a Justice Department lawyer, described what appeared to be a 10th suicide attempt Monday, when Dossari 
tried to open an existing gash on his right arm.

Joshua Colangelo-Bryan, one of Dossari's attorneys, said in court yesterday that his client is in imminent danger 
because of the extreme stress caused by captivity in a tiny isolation cell.

"The purpose of Guantanamo is to create a sense of hopelessness in detainees," Colangelo-Bryan said. "That appears 
to have worked on Mr. al-Dossari."
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In declassified notes from a meeting with the lawyer last month, Dossari said that he "wanted to kill himself so that he 
could send a message to the world that the conditions at Guantanamo are intolerable" and said he tried to do it in a 
public way "so that the military could not cover it up and his death would not be anonymous."

Dossari slashed his arm and tried to hang himself during a bathroom break while he was meeting with Colangelo-
Bryan, who found him. The suicide attempt left him with a fractured spine and 14 stitches in his arm.

Dossari reported that he felt on the "brink of collapse" and "destroyed" and said all he wanted was to interact with 
other detainees.

White said Dossari has been diagnosed with four different psychological disorders, including depression, and has been 
receiving regular treatment from a psychiatrist and a psychologist. He said it is unclear whether Dossari arrived at 
Guantanamo Bay with the psychological problems.

"Despite the fact that petitioner has repeatedly attempted suicide, he is getting extensive medical treatment," White 
said, adding that the move to Camp One allows Dossari adequate human interaction. "If anything they're being very 
diligent about monitoring the petitioner and treating him."

Camp One is a group of cell blocks that hold approximately 150 -- about 30 percent -- of the detainees at 
Guantanamo. Detainees live in their own cells, which are constructed of steel mesh, and can see and speak to others 
on the block. They also share an exercise yard.

By moving Dossari out of Camp Five -- the equivalent of a U.S. maximum-security prison -- the government 
effectively sought to remedy the problem before a federal judge stepped in. Judge Reggie B. Walton is still considering 
an order that would force the prison to put fewer restrictions on Dossari.

But Walton said yesterday that if judges begin issuing such orders, "we become the warden."

Human rights groups and lawyers are watching a proposal under discussion on Capitol Hill that would strip detainees 
of the ability to file habeas corpus claims and other cases with U.S. federal courts.

The proposed legislation, sponsored by Sens. Lindsey O. Graham (R-S.C.) and Carl M. Levin (D-Mich.), would instead 
direct a federal appeals court in Washington to review the decisions of Guantanamo Bay military panels that 
determine whether a detainee is "an enemy combatant." The measure would, however, allow those panels to use 
evidence against enemy combatants that was obtained by coercion.

Detainees also could appeal the verdicts of Guantanamo Bay military trials in the same court. No detainee has yet 
been tried before those "military commissions," whose authority is being challenged in a case that has gone to the 
Supreme Court.

"We're not going to turn the war on terror over to the judges," Graham said in a conference call with reporters 
yesterday. He has advocated, instead, for congressional oversight.

The legislation would effectively dismiss pending federal habeas cases on behalf of more than 300 Guantanamo Bay 
detainees.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=11299 SOURCE: Washington Post

December 18, 2005

Gitmo Detainee Attempts Suicide Again

By BEN FOX 

Associated Press Writer 

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico (AP) - A detainee at the U.S. prison for terror suspects at Guantanamo Bay pulled stitches out 
of his arm this week in what was at least his tenth suicide attempt, the Justice Department said. 
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Juma'a Mohammed al-Dossary, a 32-year-old prisoner from Bahrain, was hospitalized Monday after pulling out his 
stitches for at least the second time, the Justice Department said in a letter released by al-Dossary's attorney 
Saturday. 

Al-Dossary also cut his bicep, the letter said, without specifying how. 

``The Guantanamo staff immediately intervened,'' Justice Department lawyer Edward H. White wrote. ``He has been 
treated and is currently in stable condition.'' 

Al-Dossary's attorney, Joshua Colangelo-Bryan, has asked for a court order easing conditions for his client, who has 
been held at Guantanamo since February 2002. 

Al-Dossary said in a meeting with Colangelo-Bryan before Monday's suicide attempt that, ``he wanted to kill himself 
so that he could send a message to the world that conditions at Guantanamo are intolerable,'' according to 
declassified notes from their conversation, which the lawyer also released on Saturday. 

Defense lawyers allege that al-Dossary, who has not been charged, has been in isolation for much of the last two 
years. The military has said he has regular contact with other prisoners. 

Officials at Guantanamo, where the U.S. holds some 500 men described as terror suspects, did not immediately 
respond Saturday to an e-mail request for an update on the al-Dossary's condition. No one answered the phones at 
the base's press office. 

Al-Dossary had attempted suicide at least nine times before this week, according to medical officials at the detention 
center on the U.S. Navy base in eastern Cuba. 

The chief medical official at Guantanamo, Dr. John Edmondson, said in an affidavit filed last month in federal court in 
Washington said al-Dossary has undisclosed ``mental health issues'' and often has refused to take medicine or 
cooperate with therapists. 

In October, Al-Dossary slashed his arm and tried to commit suicide by hanging himself in an empty cell during a break 
in a meeting with his lawyer. He attempted to kill himself again by pulling out the stitches in November, the 
government has said. 

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=11329  SOURCE: The Guardian

Terror Suspect's Ordeal in U.S. Custody

By RAYMOND BONNER

JAKARTA, Indonesia, Dec. 14 - When Muhammad Saad Iqbal finally got a chance to plead his case to a panel of 
military officers at the American prison at Guantánamo Bay, Cuba, he insisted that he had nothing to hide.

"If I have committed any crime, I am ready for the punishment," Mr. Iqbal told the officers a year ago, according to a 
transcript of the hearing. "But I know that I am innocent. That is why I am here."

When he finished his tale of having fallen in with Muslim radicals during a brief visit to Indonesia in late 2001, and 
having bragged to them about exploding chewing gum, shoe bombs and Osama bin Laden, one member of the 
tribunal praised him for being "very cooperative, very truthful." Another member told Mr. Iqbal he seemed to have "a 
very big ego."

United States officials who dealt with his case in Indonesia said they thought that Mr. Iqbal could well be a braggart 
rather than a terrorist. He had not trained in a camp run by Al Qaeda in Afghanistan, they said.

But nearly four years after he was picked up here in the dead of night and flown to Egypt, Mr. Iqbal remains in 
American custody at Guantánamo. According to his own testimony and that of former detainees, he has become so 
desperate during his imprisonment that he has tried at least once to commit suicide.

"He's gone crazy," said Sher Ali Khan, a friend of Mr. Iqbal's in Pakistan who said he was told this by an envoy from 
the International Committee of the Red Cross after the representatives visited Mr. Iqbal at Guantánamo Bay.
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Mr. Iqbal told the military tribunal that he tried to commit suicide on his 191st day at Guantánamo. This followed 92 
days of detention in Egypt and a year at the American detention center at Bagram Air Base in Afghanistan, he said.

Mr. Iqbal's experiences shed some light on the plight of terrorism suspects who are arrested and thrown into the 
shadowy world of secret prisons and no legal rights and held there - even those who, like Mr. Iqbal, are not 
considered serious threats. 

Born in Pakistan in 1977 and considered by friends and relatives to be a moderate Muslim, Mr. Iqbal was one of the 
first suspects to be seized by the Central Intelligence Agency overseas after Sept. 11, 2001 and transferred to another 
country for questioning - a process known as "rendition" that human rights groups say has led to the use of coercion 
and torture against detainees. According to the transcript and American officials, he was seized in Jakarta in January 
2002 and subsequently transferred to Egypt, where he underwent interrogation. 

Mr. Iqbal's story, from honored Koran reader to terrorism suspect, was pieced together from the transcript of his 
hearing, interviews in Pakistan and Indonesia and the accounts of four American officials who worked on the Iqbal 
case and agreed to talk about it only on condition of anonymity, because information in the case is classified. 

The Pentagon declined to answer any questions about Mr. Iqbal, in line with its policy on detainees.

The basis for Mr. Iqbal's continued detention remains largely secret. United States officials would say only that as with 
520 of 558 prisoners that passed through the so-called Combatant Status Review Tribunals at Guantánamo, his 
designation as an "enemy combatant" had been upheld. And Mr. Iqbal, like countless others here, remains in a legal 
netherworld that lawyers and human rights advocates say is increasingly leading to suicide attempts and hunger 
strikes among inmates. 

Military officials contend that the detainees are treated humanely and that hunger strikes and suicide attempts are 
largely theatrical events staged to draw attention to their complaints. The officials discount the idea that the inmates 
are reacting to the harsh conditions or the open-ended nature of the men's detention. 

In January, for example, after 23 Guantánamo detainees tried to hang or strangle themselves, the Pentagon said that 
only two were "suicide attempts." It called the others "self-injurious behavior incidents." Military officials said there 
were only four suicide attempts this year, though they did not say how many "self-injurious" incidents had occurred.

But lawyers for some of the detainees say their clients are driven to suicide and hunger strikes by the very conditions 
the prison has sought to create to force them to talk.

"It's an environment that subjects the prisoner to overwhelming levels of psychological anxiety, isolation, 
abandonment, terror, despair," said Joseph Margulies, a lawyer who has represented several Guantánamo detainees, 
but not Mr. Iqbal, who has no lawyer. "That sense of gnawing uncertainty, either it drives the prisoner mad, or it robs 
him of the most precious commodity, and that is hope."

[On Saturday, The Washington Post quoted government lawyers as saying that the military had moved a prisoner out 
of his isolation cell at Guantánamo after he said he was trying to kill himself because of "intolerable" conditions. A 
lawyer for the prisoner, Jumah Dossari, 32, of Bahrain, said Mr. Dossari had tried to kill himself nine times, including 
an incident in October in which he deeply slashed his arm and tried to hang himself.]

Friends and family members describe Mr. Iqbal as a friendly, somewhat insecure man who had little interest in politics 
and a habit of making up stories. "He had a childish habit of trying to portray himself as important," said an uncle in 
Lahore, Pakistan, Muhammad Farooq Said. American intelligence officers who interviewed Mr. Iqbal in Indonesia after 
his detention concluded that he was a "blowhard," as one senior American official put it. Another said, "He wanted us 
to believe he was more important than he was." 

The oldest son of an Islamic scholar who was an adherent of the severe, ultraconservative Wahhabi branch of Islam, 
Mr. Iqbal spent his earliest years in Saudi Arabia where his father studied and taught. The family moved to Indonesia 
where, by the age of 7, one of his boyhood friends said, Mr. Iqbal had memorized the entire Koran.

As a teenager back in Pakistan, he won many awards for reciting the Koran. But he regularly went to Western movies, 
wore blue jeans and other Western clothes and did not think women should have to cover themselves, said Mr. Khan, 
who was one of Mr. Iqbal's closest friends. Mr. Khan said his friend condemned the Sept. 11 attacks. "He said that the 
prophet would not approve," Mr. Khan said. 

More than a year before the Sept. 11 attacks, Mr. Iqbal began planning to go to Indonesia, Mr. Farooq said. After his 
father's death in Pakistan, he wanted to travel to Jakarta to inform his stepmother in person that her husband had 
died. Mr. Farooq gave him $1,000 and a return ticket.
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What happened next is known from United States officials who dealt with Mr. Iqbal and from his own statements to 
the tribunal at Guantánamo. 

In Jakarta, he fell in with "some people who were not good," Mr. Iqbal told the tribunal. "Maybe I can say they were 
terrorists." They were members of the Islamic Defender Front, he said, and he gave the tribunal their names, 
including that of the organization's president.

He said the men talked about plans to blow up the American Embassy and other terrorist acts. The organization is not 
banned in Indonesia, nor is it connected to any terrorist attacks. What got Mr. Iqbal into trouble, American officials 
said, was that he told the Indonesian radicals that bombs could be hidden in shoes. His comments were picked up by 
Indonesian intelligence, which shared them with the Central Intelligence Agency here. 

At first, the C.I.A. did not take Mr. Iqbal's comments seriously enough to ask the Indonesians to pick him up. Then, on 
Dec. 22, 2001, Richard C. Reid tried to blow up a jetliner with a bomb hidden in his shoes. With that, American 
officials concluded, "Maybe we ought to talk to this guy," as one of them put it in an interview. It would still be three 
weeks before he was picked up.

After questioning Mr. Iqbal, the intelligence officers were still not convinced he posed a threat. They thought he would 
be held for a few days, "then booted out of jail," said an American official. The official said they did not even think it 
would be necessary to deport him. But the Indonesians did not want him, the official said, so he was sent to Egypt. 

At Guantánamo, Mr. Iqbal appears to have been unusually isolated. Other inmates distrusted him because he had not 
trained in Afghanistan, said Mamdouh Habib, a fellow inmate. Mr. Habib said that at Guantánamo, Mr. Iqbal pleaded, " 
'Talk to me, please talk to me.' "

" 'I feel depressed,' " Mr. Habib, who was in Egypt with Mr. Iqbal, said he recalled him saying. " 'I want to talk to 
somebody. Nobody trusts me.' "

"He was fully crazy," Mr. Habib said. "He doesn't know where he is anymore."

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=11319   SOURCE: New York Times
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