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Paper Awaits Court Decision on Guantanamo Detainee

By HoldtheFrontPage staff 

The Argus in Brighton is waiting to hear if its campaign for a fair trial for a local man detained at Guantanamo Bay has 
been successful. 

The paper is calling on the Government to intervene in the case of Omar Deghayes, and a judicial review has been 
held to determine whether Foreign Secretary Jack Straw should be ordered to seek his release. 

Omar's lawyers argued that the Government has a legal and moral responsibility to step in, but it disagrees as he is 
not a British citizen. 

Judgement has been reserved as a decision is expected this week. 

The Argus took up Omar's fight last year, and delivered a dossier to Home Secretary Charles Clarke. He and his family 
were granted asylum by the UK Government nearly 20 years ago and his home was in Saltdean, Brighton. 

The dossier included a letter from The Argus' editor Michael Beard, who said: "We believe Mr Deghayes' continued 
incarceration by the US breaches Article 10 of the Universal Declaration of the Human Rights which states: Everyone 
is entitled in full equality to a fair and public hearing by an independent and impartial tribunal, in the determination of 
his rights and obligations and of any criminal charge against him. 

"We therefore believe the Government has a duty to lobby the US to charge Mr Deghayes and put him on trial, in 
accordance with international law, or free him immediately." 

 http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=13200  SOURCE: Holdthefrontpage.co.uk

Omar Khadr Faces New Hearing

BETH GORHAM
CANADIAN PRESS

Canadian teenager Omar Khadr will once again appear at an American military tribunal this week, even as the U.S. 
Supreme Court considers whether the process for suspected terrorists at Guantanamo Bay is legal.

Khadr, 19, faced initial pre-trial hearings in January on a murder charge and other counts stemming from a grenade 
attack in 2002 that killed a U.S. medic in Afghanistan when he was 15 years old.

His second appearance will deal with scheduling matters and testimony on the impartiality of the presiding officer, Col. 
Robert Chester.

But his lawyers argue that Khadr's case, the first in modern history for war crimes allegedly committed by a juvenile, 
shouldn't be progressing at all until a potential landmark Supreme Court ruling expected in late June. 

"It strikes me as odd they want to push forward when the legal status is in such deep question," said U.S. lawyer 
Muneer Ahmad.
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"I think there's a political impetus."

A hearing is also scheduled for Abdul Zahir, charged in an Afghan grenade attack that injured Canadian journalist 
Kathleen Kenna, who suffered serious leg injuries.

The special military commission system was set up by U.S. President George W. Bush to deal with hundreds of men 
captured in the war on terror after the attacks on Sept. 11, 2001, and imprisoned at the U.S. naval base in southeast 
Cuba.

Critics argue that many of the detainees aren't legitimate terror threats.

The prison camp and its tribunals have attracted worldwide condemnation from lawyers and human rights groups. 
Several countries have demanded that Guantanamo be closed, although Canada has not taken a position.

U.S. officials deny that detainees are tortured and say that enemies with suspected links to al-Qaida and the Taliban 
need to be held somewhere to protect Americans from future terrorist plots.

Navy Rear Admiral Harry Harris, who assumed command of detainee operations last week, said he welcomes global 
scrutiny of the mission.

"The light of day is a useful thing," he said, while defending the mission to obtain intelligence from prisoners as 
critical.

On the weekend, Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice said Guantanamo is there for a reason but the U.S. would be 
"glad of the day" it can shut it down.

Only 10 of some 500 prisoners held as enemy combatants, including Khadr, have actually been charged since the 
prison opened in early 2002. 

At a one-day hearing last week, some Supreme Court justices appeared troubled by Bush's system for war crimes 
trials in a case sparked by Salim Ahmed Hamdan, a Yemeni who once worked as a driver for terror chief Osama bin 
Laden. 

Hamdan's lawyers argue the military trials offer few legal protections and said his conspiracy charge doesn't exist 
under the laws of war.

Two years ago, the high court ruled that Bush doesn't have a ``blank check" in the treatment of war prisoners.

But the Bush administration argues the high court doesn't have jurisdiction to hear Hamdan's case after passing a law 
late last year barring Guantanamo prisoners from fighting their detentions.

"The U.S. wanted to get as many of these cases on record as they could to show the world it's a just system, said Ben 
Wizner, staff attorney at the American Civil Liberties Union in New York.

"Instead they showed a circus. All this has been for the U.S. is a black eye."

It's uncertain what the Supreme Court will do, said Wizner, and it could delay a decision until the tribunals are 
finished and then review their legitimacy.

But the high court could rule the tribunals must comply with protections offered by the Geneva Conventions, so the 
trials would have to start over.

It's also possible the court could rule that conspiracy is not a violation of the laws of war, affecting seven of the 10 
cases now on the books.

"It would seem like an odd outcome to me," said Wizner. "It would be more likely they'd let all of them go forward or 
none."

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=13199  SOURCE: The Toronto Star

Return My Work, Says Guantánamo Poet
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Declan Walsh in Peshawar

The Americans can't return the three years that Abdul Rahim Muslim Dost lost, locked in a cell in Guantánamo Bay. 
But they could at least give back his poetry.

"Please help," said Dost, who says he penned 25,000 lines of verse during his long imprisonment. "Those words are 
very precious to me. My interrogators promised I would get them back. Still I have nothing."

The lost poems are the final indignity for Dost, a softly spoken Afghan whom the US military flew home last year, 
finally believing his pleas of innocence.

Accused of being an al-Qaida terrorist, Dost had been whisked from his home in Peshawar, northern Pakistan, in 
November 2001. Five months later he was shackled, blindfolded and flown to Cuba. Wearing an orange jumpsuit and 
trapped inside a mesh cage, the Pashtun poet crafted his escape through verse. "I would fly on the wings of my 
imagination," he recalled. "Through my poems I would travel the world, visiting different places. Although I was in a 
cage I was really free."
Inmates were forbidden pens or papers during Dost's first year in captivity. So he found a novel solution - polystyrene 
teacups. "I would scratch a few lines on to a cup with a spoon. If you held it up to the light you could read it," he said. 
"But when the guards collected the trash they threw them away."

It was only when prison authorities provided awkward rubbery pens - so soft they could not be used as weapons - 
that Dost wrote in earnest. His themes were love of his homeland, poetry and his children, and especially his hope of 
release.

Sitting in his library, he quoted a couplet from a favourite poem: "Handcuffs befit brave young men/Bangles are for 
spinsters or pretty young ladies."

Dost lampooned his military captors, mocking what he perceived as ridiculous - women with men's haircuts, men 
without beards. "In the American army I could not see a real man," he said. "And they talk rudely about homosexuals, 
which is very shameful to us."

The satires delighted fellow inmates, who passed them from cage to cage using a pulley system fashioned from prayer 
cap threads. Some even passed Dost their two-sheet paper allowance so he could write some more. But invariably the 
poems were confiscated during cell searches.

Early last year Dost was brought before a military tribunal - which he describes as a show trial - and then flown back 
to Afghanistan in shackles, with 16 other detainees. The US military said he was "no longer an enemy combatant". 
Dost was allowed to keep his final sheaf of poems and was told the rest would be returned on arrival at Bagram 
airbase, near Kabul. But they were not, and he was set free without apology or compensation. His brother had been 
freed six months earlier.

Now Dost has written his an account of Guantánamo, The Broken Chains, which is being translated into English. He 
estimates $300,000 in losses, mostly from confiscated gemstones and cash that were never returned. But his greatest 
loss was his writing. "It is the most valuable thing to me," he said.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=13197  SOURCE: The Guardian

 

April 04, 2006

Demand Closing of Gitmo, Spanish Govt

Madrid, Apr 3 (Prensa Latina) Spanish organizations Izquierda Unida and Iniciativa per Catalunya Verds (ICV) have 
demanded Monday that the Spanish government request closure of the detention center in the military base of 
Guantanamo, illegally in Cuba.

Citing a demand to respect international law, these organizations presented a bill to Congress demanding the 
government adopt all necessary initiatives to ask the US government to close the Guantanamo prison.
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They also asked the White House to quickly apply international humanitarian legislation to the prisoners, allowing 
them a fair and public trial by a competent, independent and impartial court. 

It also condemned all forms of torture and maltreatment and demanded respect for human rights. 

This initiative joined another presented recently by Spanish Coalicion Canaria, which asked Congress to condemn the 
torture in Guantanamo. 

Coalicion Canaria recalled that the US has held 500 people in Guantanamo since 2002 without legal procedure, victims 
of constant torture and humiliation. 

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=13231  SOURCE: Prensa Latina

Released Documents Reveal Details on Guantanamo Detainees

Edited transcripts are from hearings of review board
By Andrew Selsky, Associated Press

GUANTANAMO BAY NAVAL BASE, Cuba -- In 2,733 pages of declassified documents released yesterday, men accused 
of helping terrorist groups or Afghanistan's former Taliban regime pleaded for freedom while US military officers often 
painstakingly tried to find holes in their stories.

The transcripts were the second batch of Guantanamo Bay detainee hearings released by the Pentagon in response to 
a lawsuit by the Associated Press. They identified more of the prisoners who have been secretly held without charges 
for up to four years while the military determines how dangerous they may be.

Most of the men said they were innocent and would pose no threat if set free.

Zie Ul Shah, a Pakistani accused of being a driver for the Taliban, said he hated his American captors at first but his 
feelings softened after he learned about the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks.

''In the beginning I did not like Americans at all," Shah said. ''I had never seen Americans. In the beginning when I 
came here the interrogations were tough and I started hating them more, but then . . . someone showed me pictures 
from 9/11. Then I realized they have a right to be angry. My hate toward Americans was gone."

In all, 715 prisoners have passed through the cells of the US military base since it began receiving men captured in 
the war in Afghanistan more than four years ago. Pentagon spokesman Bryan Whitman said 490 detainees are now 
held at the base, which hugs the arid southeastern shores of Cuba.

Whitman told reporters at the Pentagon that authorities have gained a wealth of knowledge by interrogating 
detainees, who are held in cellblocks behind barbed wire.

''We've learned about Al Qaeda's pursuit of WMDs," Whitman said, referring to weapons of mass destruction. ''We've 
learned about their methods of recruitment, location of recruitment centers. We've learned about their skill sets, their 
terrorist skill sets, both general and specialized operative training."

A reading of some of the documents released yesterday showed no such stark admissions, although records of 
interrogations and the classified portions of the hearings were not included in the transcripts. The hearings -- called 
Administrative Review Boards -- were held to determine whether detainees still posed threats to the United States.

Human rights group Amnesty International, a frequent critic of US policies in its war on terror, said the transcripts 
would most likely reveal information that was insignificant or had been previously released.

''Nevertheless, Amnesty International welcomes today's actions, as even the seemingly minor details in these 
documents may help shed light on the secrecy surrounding the detainees' cases," said Eric Olson, the group's acting 
director of government relations.

Each of the detainees who faced such a review hearing was previously determined by other Guantanamo Bay panels 
-- Combatant Status Review Tribunals -- to be an ''enemy combatant," meaning they fought against the United States 
or its allies or provided support to the Taliban, Al Qaeda, or ''associated forces."
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Shah said he thought his testimony at the earlier tribunal had been ignored. ''Should I consider (you all) the same or 
should I expect justice?" he asked.

The presiding military officer assured Shah all the evidence would be considered fairly:

''Well, I hope that you would believe that we would do you justice after we review all the information," said the officer, 
whose name was censored from the transcript for security reasons.

Some detainees said they had hazy memories as they gave curt replies to the officers presiding over the tribunal. One 
unidentified Yemeni said he did not recall when he was captured in Pakistan, saying it was more than four years ago.

''Was it cold?" asked the presiding officer, trying to determine if not the date, then the season.

''The weather was medium. It was not hot but it was not cold," responded the detainee.

Many detainees repeatedly denied having links to Osama bin Laden, Al Qaeda, or the Taliban, insisting they were 
simply caught up in the war zone. Some were accused of being low-level members of the Taliban, who imposed strict 
Islamic rule in Afghanistan from 1996 to 2001.

''I don't know bin Laden and I don't know anyone else," said an Afghan detainee named Gano Nasorllah Hussain. ''I 
am a butcher and I have a shop in my village."

In response to a Freedom of Information lawsuit, the Defense Department released about 5,000 pages of transcripts 
on March 3

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=13224  SOURCE: Boston Globe

Khadr Pre-trial Hearing Resumes Tuesday

WASHINGTON - The pre-trial hearing of accused teenage Canadian terrorist Omar Khadr will resume Tuesday in 
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, with a bid to have his case halted. 

Khadr, 19, is accused of killing U.S. special forces soldier Christopher Speer with a grenade during a July 2002 
firefight near the village of Khost, Afghanistan. He has yet to enter a plea.

Khadr’s legal team plans to file a motion to halt the tribunal proceedings, arguing that the hearing’s presiding officer 
does not have the power to put the Canadian on trial.

U.S. human rights groups argue the trial should not proceed because Khadr was a 15-year-old juvenile at the time of 
the Afghan firefight.

Last month, the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, part of the Organization of American States, 
demanded the Bush administration give assurances that Khadr is not subjected to torture at Guantanamo.

In February, the victim’s widow, Tabitha Speer, and Sgt. Layne Morris, a U.S. soldier wounded in the battle, won a 
$102 million US civil court judgment against Khadr’s  family.

Emotions ran high at Khadr’s only previous tribunal hearing in January.

Col. Morris Davis, the chief military prosecutor at Guantanamo Bay, called sympathetic media portrayals of Khadr as 
“nauseating” and said the Canadian was a ”smiling” killer who eagerly built bombs to kill Americans.  

Khadr is the youngest son of former al Qaida financier Ahmed Said Khadr, who was killed in 2003 during a shootout 
with Pakistani troops. His brother, Abdullah Khadr, is facing possible extradition to the U.S. on accusations he 
procured weapons for al Qaida.

The prosecution contends that Khadr was an “unprivileged belligerent” in Afghanistan, meaning he was not entitled 
under international laws of war to be engaged in battle against American troops. 

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=13223  SOURCE: Canada.com

5

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=13223
http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=13224


 

Tribunal Hearings To Resume at U.S. Base in Cuba

By Jane Sutton

GUANTANAMO BAY U.S. NAVAL BASE, April 3 (Reuters) - An Ethiopian prisoner is scheduled to appear before a U.S. 
military tribunal at the Guantanamo naval base this week on charges that include conspiring with U.S. citizen Jose 
Padilla to build a radioactive "dirty bomb."

U.S. officials said when Padilla was arrested in May 2002 that he plotted with al Qaeda to set off a radioactive 
explosives in the United States.

Padilla was never charged in connection with such a plot, but is mentioned as a co-conspirator in the charges against 
Guantanamo prisoner Binyam Muhammad, one of four detainees set to appear before a military tribunal this week for 
pretrial hearings on charges of conspiring to commit war crimes.

The charges say Muhammad, an electrical engineer, joined al Qaeda in 2001 and got weapons and explosives training 
at the group's camps and guest houses in Afghanistan and Pakistan.

The charges say Muhammad and Padilla viewed bomb-making instructions on a computer in Pakistan, and met with al 
Qaeda operations director Abu Zubaydah to discuss the feasibility of carrying out dirty bomb attacks in the United 
States.

Muhammad later told officials at Guantanamo that the accusations were based on false confessions he gave to 
interrogators who tortured him in a Moroccan prison where he was sent after he was arrested trying to leave Pakistan 
in April 2002.

At the prison, Muhammad was beaten and slashed on the chest and penis with scalpels, he said in court documents.

"They had him confess to being part of the Padilla dirty bomb plot," said Muhammad's civilian attorney, Clive Stafford 
Smith. "This whole dirty bomb plot came from the tip of a razor blade from Binyam Muhammad in Morocco. It's all 
absolute fantasy."

Stafford Smith said Muhammad "may have bumped into Padilla," but does not know him.

Padilla was held in a U.S. military brig in South Carolina for more than three years after President George W. Bush 
designated him an "enemy combatant." He is now jailed in Miami awaiting a federal court trial on charges that he was 
part of a cell that provided money and recruits for terrorists overseas.

The U.S. Supreme Court refused on Monday to hear Padilla's challenge to Bush's authority to order Americans 
captured in the United States to be held in military jails without criminal charges or a trial.

Last month that court heard oral arguments challenging Bush's authority to create the Guantanamo tribunals to try 
foreign citizens on terrorism charges. Muhammad is one of 10 Guantanamo detainees facing life in prison if convicted 
on the charges.

The court is expected to rule in June or July. Military officials running the tribunals, formally called commissions, have 
been conducting pretrial hearings in hopes they can start the actual trials as soon as the Supreme Court rules.

Also on the docket for hearings that start on Tuesday are Omar Khadr, a Canadian teen accused of throwing a 
grenade that killed a U.S. Army medic in Afghanistan in 2002; Afghan citizen Abdul Zahir, an alleged al Qaeda 
paymaster accused of throwing a grenade that injured a Canadian journalist in Afghanistan; and Ali Hamza al Bahlul, 
a Yemeni accused of acting as a bodyguard for Osama bin Laden.

The four are among only 10 prisoners charged with crimes at the camp that holds about 490 foreign captives in the 
U.S. war against terrorism.

Guantanamo has long been a focal point of criticism against the United States, with accusations that the mostly 
Muslim detainees have been tortured and humiliated -- accusations that military officers at the base have repeatedly 
denied. They said the tribunals are designed to provide fair trials while protecting U.S. national security.
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Last month, the Defense Department's chief counsel, William Haynes, issued formal instructions to the tribunals 
prohibiting the use as evidence of any statements prosecutors determine to have been made as a result of torture. 

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=13220            SOURCE: Reuters

Cleared Guantanamo Man Kept From His London Home

By Carron Taylor

A Battersea man held in Guantanamo Bay for several years has been sent to Africa despite no charges being brought 
against him and no longer being deemed a threat by US authorities.

Former detainee Jamal Kiyemba was born in Uganda but moved to the UK with his mother and siblings as a 
youngster. His family have not seen him since 2001 when he left to visit Pakistan. They are now desperate for him to 
return home after he was released from Guantanamo Bay and sent to Uganda last month.

Because the 26-year-old was a British resident and not a citizen, the UK Government is refusing to allow him back 
into the country despite no charges being brought against him.

One of his lawyers Zachary Katznelson of Reprieve said: "The reason the US was willing to release him from 
Guantanamo Bay is because they deemed him as no longer being a threat."

He said the allegations against Kiyemba were unfounded but were being used by the UK to prevent him from 
returning.

"If the US says they can release him, then why can't he be returned to the UK?" Mr Katznelson added.

Kiyemba is currently being held by authorities in Uganda's capital, Kampala. His family, who live in Wandsworth, 
discovered he had been released from Cuba after an aunt in Uganda called to say she had visited him.

They, along with his brother, Richard Musisi, 24, are calling for his return to the borough.

"A couple of days after we spoke to my aunt he phoned me on my mobile. I was shocked I didn't know what to say, it 
was so good to hear his voice," said Richard.

"He said he was all right in Uganda, that anything was better than Guantanamo and he was happy to be out."

Richard wants his brother to be reunited with his family in the UK and allowed to finish his degree in pharmacy at De 
Montfort University in Leicester.

"My one wish is for him to come back here. I just want to see him and give him a big hug. He hasn't been charged 
with anything and wants to continue his education and be with his family."

A spokesman for the Home Office said because Kiyemba had left the UK for over three months his residency had 
expired and he would have to reapply. When asked if Kiyemba could return as a holidaymaker he said he could apply 
for a visa but whether it would be accepted would be a completely different matter.

Richard said he was worried about his brother's education and employment prospects in Uganda. "I'm at least hopeful 
he will soon be free. I think the British Government have let him down. They know he's been released and he hasn't 
been charged with anything.

"Normal people would be wanting compensation if after all this they hadn't been charged, so why is it any different for 
him? It's getting progressively more difficult to get him to return to England, but really it's quite simple," he added.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=13217        SOURCE: ThisisLocalLondon.co.uk
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US Releases Guantanamo Files

By Will Dunham

WASHINGTON (Reuters) - After four years of resisting disclosure of information on Guantanamo detainees, the 
Pentagon changed course on Monday and voluntarily released about 2,600 pages of documents relating to numerous 
prisoners.

The Pentagon generally has refused to release documents identifying the foreign terrorism suspects held at the U.S. 
naval base at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, citing security concerns such as keeping groups like al Qaeda in the dark about 
who is being imprisoned.

"It is an attempt to be transparent," Bryan Whitman, a senior Pentagon spokesman, said of the document release.

The Pentagon disclosed transcripts of military hearings from the second half of 2005 reviewing detainees' detention, 
and submissions made by their lawyers. This comes a month after it released 5,000 pages of documents under a 
judge's order in a freedom of information suit brought by a news organization.

Whitman told reporters they raised "interesting points, valid points" when asking if the Pentagon, by releasing the 
latest documents, was giving up its own previous national security concerns.

But he said that in light of losing its fight to withhold the other documents in the case filed by the Associated Press, 
the Pentagon "has determined that it's prudent to go ahead and release" documents not covered by the judge's 
previous order.

Whitman said there are 490 detainees at the Guantanamo prison, which opened in January 2002. Rights activists 
condemn indefinite detentions at Guantanamo and prisoners' lack of legal rights. Only 10 have been charged with a 
crime.

"There are still vast numbers of documents that are concealed and hidden and declared to be secret and confidential," 
said Bill Goodman, legal director for the New York-based Center for Constitutional Rights, which represents numerous 
detainees.

Transcripts of some hearings released on Monday did not state the name of the detainees involved, although the 
names and nationalities of many detainees were contained in other documents and those released last month.

A Yemeni detainee said in a transcript, "I have nothing to tell, I am a normal person who works in agriculture. I have 
never killed anybody." He said he grew potatoes, tomatoes, onions and raisins.

Whitman said Guantanamo detainees "are terrorist trainers, they're bomb-makers, they're people that worked directly 
for Osama bin Laden, they're would-be suicide bombers. And we know that they're trained to lie to try to gain 
sympathy for their condition and to bring pressure upon the U.S. government."    

Lawyers for Algerian Saber Lahmar, seized in Bosnia in 2002 before ending up at Guantanamo, wrote, "Unlike many 
other detainees who have been deemed 'enemy combatants,' Mr. Lahmar was not apprehended on the battlefield, and 
in fact there is no evidentiary support whatsoever to suggest that he has ever taken up arms against the United 
States or its allies."

The lawyers told the military panel considering his case that "justice and human decency require his release 
forthwith," noting he has a young daughter who he has never seen because she was born after he was seized.

Another transcript showed military officers questioning a detainee named Sabri Mohammed Ebrahim about possessing 
a brand of wristwatch that they said was linked to al Qaeda bombings.

"All I know about the watch is that it is a Casio ... I know it has a compass. When we pray we have to face Mecca," he 
said. 

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=13215  SOURCE: Reuters

Guantanamo Panels Try to Determine Intent
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By ANDREW SELSKY
The Associated Press

GUANTANAMO BAY NAVAL BASE, Cuba -- They wait in cells as small as 8 feet long and 6 feet 8 inches wide _ and say 
they dream of farming in the wide-open spaces of Afghanistan, working on a ship on the high seas or caring for 
elderly parents in Tajikistan.

The yearnings of some of the hundreds of detainees captured in the war on terror are revealed in transcripts of 
Administrative Review Boards _ military tribunals that try to determine whether the men have sinister plans for the 
future.

A few of the 715 men who arrived shackled at this base on Cuba's southeastern coast have been here for more than 
four years. Just under half the detainees live in small cells, the bunk affixed to a green steel-mesh wall. They have a 
metal sink to wash in and a hole in the ground for a toilet.

Said Mohammed Ali Shah, an Afghan accused of having links to al-Qaida and the Taliban, said he was a doctor with 
rebel forces fighting Soviet troops during their 1979-89 occupation of Afghanistan, but denied being involved with 
anti-U.S. forces.

Shah said that if he is freed, he would return to his hometown of Gardez to work as a doctor.

"I would like to serve my people and my government under the light of peace and freedom," he said.

Another Afghan detainee, a tribal leader accused of fighting for the Taliban, said he wants only to go home, work his 
land and open a gas station.

"All my life, my desire was to have a quiet life and to do good things," he told a U.S. military tribunal deciding 
whether he was a threat to the United States. "That was my dream."

"Some days I have been dreaming about how it would be nice to have my own land and things around me," he added.

The detainees' remarks are contained in 2,733 pages of declassified documents released Monday by the Pentagon 
because of a Freedom of Information Act lawsuit filed by The Associated Press.

The U.S. military officers sitting on the Administrative Review Boards must separate fact from fiction, often using 
ambiguous evidence. Sometimes a man whose account they have believed has, after being released, tried to attack 
U.S. forces or their allies, U.S. Attorney General Alberto Gonzalez said.

More than 265 detainees have been transferred from Guantanamo Bay, most into the custody of other countries, he 
said. Some have been set free.

"Unfortunately, despite assurances from those released, the Department of Defense reports that at least 15 have 
returned to the fight and been recaptured or killed on the battlefield," Gonzalez said in a March 7 speech in London.

Gen. Bantz Craddock, commander of the U.S. Southern Command, put the number who have returned to the fight at 
12 to 15, adding that it is hard to track.

Human rights organizations say innocent people are among those who have been swept up by the Americans and 
their allies.

A Yemeni classified as an enemy combatant insisted he had gone to Afghanistan to teach children Arabic and the 
Quran, the Muslim holy book. He urged the Administrative Review Board to release him.

"What do you think you will do if you return back to Yemen," one of the panelists asked.

"The only thing I will do is take care of agriculture, that's all I know and that's my job ... cultivate earth and plant 
seeds of fruits," he said.

Other detainees also professed humble aspirations.

"My parents are in Tajikistan and I am an only child," said one. "I would take care of my parents and I will continue 
my life over there."
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The unidentified detainee, asked by a U.S. military officer how he would make a living, said he didn't know.

"I am away from education," he said, "and don't have much skill or anything."

One Yemeni identified only as Sulaiman said he wanted to "look for a good wife and start a family."

Other detainees said they wanted to work as a chef, as a liquor store owner, a crew member on a ship, a truck driver 
or as a U.N. aid worker.

Hassan Zumiri, an Algerian captured in Afghanistan, told U.S. military panelists that he has never seen his son, who 
was born in June 2002.

"I want to spend the rest of my life in peace with my family," he said.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=13236  SOURCE: Washington Post

ACLU Sends Monitor to Guantánamo Military Tribunals; Blog Dispatches to 
be Posted on ACLU.Org

ACLU Sends Monitor to Guantánamo Military Tribunals; Blog Dispatches to be Posted on ACLU.Org (4/4/2006)

NEW YORK - The American Civil Liberties Union will be observing the military tribunals that resume this week at the 
Guantánamo Bay navy base. The Pentagon is moving forward with the hearings even though the legitimacy of the 
hearings is currently under review by the U.S. Supreme Court. 
 
Jamil Dakwar, a staff attorney with the ACLU Human Rights Working Group, is attending the hearings and will post his 
observations to the ACLU's blog at: http://blog.aclu.org 
 
"The military commissions at Guantánamo are, at best, a legal black hole where detainees are not afforded anything 
remotely resembling due process," Dakwar said. "The current tribunal system allows abuses of power to go 
unchecked, and is fundamentally at odds with the U.S. Constitution and international human rights law."
 
So far, only 10 men have been formally charged with crimes out of about 500 detainees currently being held at 
Guantánamo. The lack of due process at the camp, and revelations of detainee abuse, have led to calls to close the 
camp from officials and human rights groups around the world.
 
The Supreme Court heard oral arguments on March 28 in Hamdan v. Rumsfeld, which challenges the commissions 
established by President Bush as inconsistent with the Geneva Conventions and unauthorized by Congress. The ACLU 
filed a brief with the Court in January arguing that congressional authorization cannot be presumed in the absence of 
a clear statement for two basic reasons. First, the commission rules do not guarantee either independence or 
impartiality, and are therefore deficient under any recognized legal standard. Second, the commissions discriminate 
against non-citizens in unprecedented fashion.
 
For the ACLU blog, go to: http://blog.aclu.org
 
For links to ACLU's brief in Hamdan v. Rumsfeld and the ACLU's blog on the Supreme Court arguments, go to: 
www.aclu.org/ scotus/2005 /hamdanv.rumsfeld05184 /24755prs20060328.html 

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=13234  SOURCE: ACLU.org

Combatant Status Review Tribunal (CSRT) and Administrative Review Board 
(ARB) Documents

Released March 3 and April 3, 2006

Testimony of Detainees Before the Combatant Status Review Tribunal
(The following documents have been cleared for public release.)
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April 05, 2006

Court Rules Questioned at Gitmo Hearing

(AP) Courtroom rules in military trials of terrorist suspects came into question Tuesday during a pretrial hearing for a 
suspected al-Qaida member charged in a March 2002 grenade attack that wounded three journalists in Afghanistan.

Abdul Zahir did not enter a plea, but his U.S. military defense counsel almost immediately began asking the judge, 
Marine Col. Robert S. Chester, what laws he would follow in presiding over the trial. The Guantanamo Bay trials _ held 
inside a cinderblock building perched on a hill on this naval base _ are the first U.S. military tribunals since the World 
War II era.

Zahir appeared relaxed during the hearing on charges that include attacking civilians, aiding the enemy and 
conspiracy. He stood when the judge entered the room, unlike some other detainees in pretrial hearings.

Chester refused to be pinned down by the defense on the rules for the trial.

"We will look at military criminal law and federal criminal laws and procedures," he said.

But, when pressed by the defense attorney, Army Lt. Col. Thomas Bogar, the judge would not specify which set of 
laws would guide the trial.

The chief military prosecutor, Air Force Col. Morris Davis, told a news conference later that the judge can choose from 
several standards of law "to provide a full and fair trial."

But the military commission failed to provide a Farsi interpreter for Zahir and did not provide him with the charge 
sheet in Farsi, Zahir's native language. Military Commission officials said they did not know why an interpreter was not 
available and that one should have been present for use by the prosecution.

The defense team's interpreter translated the charge sheet and the prosecutor's remarks.

Chester said the proceedings would resume on July 10 to discuss a trial date. The defense team said it intended to go 
to Afghanistan to collect unspecified evidence.

Critics of the military tribunals say it is a poorly planned ad hoc process.

David Scheffer, a law professor at Northwestern University School of Law in Chicago, said even the charge of 
conspiracy, for example, does not exist as a war crime. Scheffer is a former U.S. Ambassador at Large for War Crimes 
Issues.

"Technically, the government should have charged participation in a joint criminal enterprise to commit such crimes, 
or, if the facts merit, aiding and abetting," Scheffer told The Associated Press. "But these all generate different 
evidentiary requirements than does the crime of conspiracy, which may be why the government does not want to 
tackle those tougher standards."

Zahir served as a translator for the Taliban regime in Afghanistan in 1997 and then worked as a translator and money 
courier for Abdul Hadi al-Iraqi, a commander and accountant for al-Qaida, the U.S. government said.

Later, Zahir allegedly took a more active role.

In early 2002, he joined al-Iraqi to plan bomb attacks against U.S. forces and civilian foreigners in Afghanistan, the 
military said.
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Zahir was captured in July 2002, three months after the attack on the journalists. In the attack, a grenade was 
thrown through the window of their vehicle as they traveled toward Gardez. Toronto Star correspondent Kathleen 
Kenna suffered serious leg injuries.

Zahir, an Afghan, also was charged with producing anti-American leaflets to recruit Afghans living near the U.S. 
Embassy in Kabul and near the U.S. military bases in Afghanistan to commit terrorist attacks against American 
soldiers.

Nearly 500 detainees are held at this U.S. military base in southeastern Cuba. The U.S. has filed charges against 10 of 
them.

The Supreme Court is considering a case by another Guantanamo bay detainee challenging the administration's plans 
to try him before a military tribunal that provides fewer legal protections than the civilian court system and was last 
used in the World War II era.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=13248  SOURCE: CBS

April 06, 2006

Guantanamo Dad Goes on Hunger Strike

A HOLLOWAY father who has been imprisoned without trial in Guantanamo Bay for almost four years has gone on 
hunger strike to protest his innocence.

Chef Ahmed Errachidi, 40, from Russet Crescent, has been held in the controversial US jail since 2001 after being 
accused of training in a terror camp in Afghanistan.

He spent two years in solitary confinement, the longest of any detainee, and has allegedly suffered regular beatings 
and pepper spray attacks at the hands of guards.

But friends and campaigners say he is just a normal, friendly guy - and insist claims he is a terrorist are complete 
untrue.

Abderrazzak Sakim, 41, who lives in Burder Close, Islington, and works for the Lord Mayor of London, is one of Mr 
Errachidi's closest friends.

He said: "Ahmed was a brother to me. He was a great person. He was chatty, friendly and would do anything to help 
you.

"To say he is a terrorist is absolute rubbish - I just can't get my head round it. 

"He was not a violent person at all. Extremism was not his way. He is not a scholar of Islam, he does not know the 
Qur'an. He often didn't even pray at the right times. He is just an ordinary bloke."

Mr Errachidi had lived in England for 18 years and was given indefinite leave to remain in the late 1990s. He has two 
sons in Morocco and in 2001 he decided to go to Pakistan to buy cheap silver to resell in order to raise cash for a vital 
heart operation for one of his boys.

He crossed into Afghanistan to try and help those suffering from the outbreak of war, but was captured by Pakistani 
bounty hunters and sold to the US military. He was then transferred to Guantanamo Bay, American President George 
Bush's fearsome military base in Cuba. 

Mr Sakim said: "This story of him training in Afghanistan for al-Qaeda is total rubbish. He never had any connections 
with anybody and I swear on my wife's name that he was here in England when they said he was training.

"It's absolutely disgusting. He came to the west to make money and a better life for his family and he ended up in 
Guantanamo Bay. 

"America preaches democracy but it is the most undemocratic country in the world. They are abusing human rights."
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Mr Errachidi's case has been taken up by human rights organisation Reprieve, which offers legal representation to 
prisoners who cannot afford it themselves.

Zachary Katznelson, senior counsel for Reprieve, said. "The American allegations against Ahmed Errachidi fall away in 
the face of facts. For instance, Ahmed is accused of being in a training camp in Afghanistan in July 2001; yet, 
witnesses and employment records uncovered by Reprieve prove he was working as a chef in London at exactly that 
time. Ahmed has been in Guantanamo almost four years. It is time for him to have a fair and open trial, so he can 
refute the charges against him once and for all. It is time for justice for Ahmed. It is time for Ahmed to come home to 
the UK." 

A spokeswoman for the Foreign Office said the fact that Mr Errachidi is not a British citizen means it doesn't have the 
power to campaign on his behalf.

"The Government is not in a position to provide consular or diplomatic assistance to foreign nationals in Guantanamo 
Bay," she said.

"We have raised the issue of the hunger strike by a number of detainees in Guantanamo with the US authorities. We 
have been assured that they are concerned to ensure the welfare of the detainees.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=13263  SOURCE: Islington Gazette

Angry Exchange Halts Khadr Guantanamo Tribunal

By Jane Sutton

GUANTANAMO BAY U.S. NAVAL BASE, Cuba (Reuters) - A Canadian teen charged by a U.S. military tribunal with 
killing a U.S. Army medic in Afghanistan refused on Wednesday to participate in the proceedings, citing unfair 
treatment that his lawyer said included solitary confinement.

"I am boycotting these procedures until I am being treated humanely and fairly," Toronto-born Omar Khadr told the 
presiding officer during his pretrial hearing at the U.S. naval base in Guantanamo bay Cuba.

Khadr's military lawyer, Lt. Col. Colby Vokey, angrily told the presiding officer that Khadr had been moved to solitary 
confinement "for no reason whatsoever" on March 30. He said that made it difficult to meet with Khadr and prepare a 
defense.

Vokey shouted and slapped the table during a heated argument with the presiding officer, Marine Col. Robert Chester, 
who recessed the hearing and asked to see Vokey in private.

Khadr is charged with murdering U.S. Sgt. 1st Class Christopher Speer with a grenade during a firefight at a 
suspected al Qaeda compound in Afghanistan in 2002.

Khadr, now 19, was 15 at the time and his lawyers have argued previously that trying him before a military tribunal 
for crimes alleged to have been committed as a juvenile is a violation of international law.

Khadr is one of 10 Guantanamo prisoners charged with crimes by the tribunals President George W. Bush created 
after the September 11 attacks to try foreigners suspected of terrorism. The Supreme Court heard a challenge to the 
tribunals' legitimacy last month and is expected to rule in June or July.

The Canadian Broadcasting Corporation has reported that members of Khadr's family emigrated to Canada from Egypt 
in 1977 and some were believed to have links to al Qaeda leader Osama bin Laden. CBC has said Pentagon documents 
accuse Khadr of being trained by the militant group, but cited his lawyers as saying Khadr had no involvement with al 
Qaeda.

Khadr is being tried as an adult and faces life in prison if convicted on the charges, with include murder and 
conspiracy to commit war crimes.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=13261  SOURCE: Reuters
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Trial Observations: Guantanamo Pre-Trial Military Commission Proceedings

Amnesty International's trial observations

Pre-trial hearings before military commissions at Guantánamo are going ahead despite a pending Supreme Court 
decision on their legality. A representative of Amnesty International is observing the hearings. A summary of Amnesty 
International's initial findings from yesterday's proceedings are below.

The hearings: lack of appropriate translation 

On 4 April the commission panel began hearing arguments in the case of Abdul Zahir, an Afghan national who is 
facing a number of conspiracy charges, including involvement with a group of people alleged to have thrown a hand 
grenade into a car carrying journalists. 

The lack of appropriate translations, a problem that has plagued the proceedings from the beginning, presented itself 
again on the first day of this round of hearings. Military Commission Order No. 1 states that "The prosecution shall 
furnish to the Accused, sufficiently in advance of trial to prepare a defence, a copy of the charges in English and, if 
appropriate, in another language the Accused understands." (5(A)). Abdul Zahir is a Farsi speaker yet the charges 
were read to him only in English, Arabic and Pashtu. No Farsi interpreters were available to interpret for Abdul Zahir 
and, in circumvention of the commission's own rules, the defendant's own translator was requested to act as both 
court translator and interpreter for the accused. Both the Chief Prosecutor and the Office of Military Commissions 
spokesperson were questioned on this issue, but neither could account for the absence of a Farsi interpreter. 

Amnesty International is deeply concerned that, two years after identifying Zahir as eligible for trial by military 
commission and two months after he was charged, commission authorities were not able to make an appropriate 
translator available. 

Evidence obtained under torture

On March 24, four days before the Supreme Court was to hear a challenge to the military commissions in the Hamdan 
case , the Department of Defense issued Military Commission Instruction 10. This instruction purports to exclude 
statements or information obtained through torture from being admitted as evidence. However, due to the US 
government's limited definition of what constitutes torture, the ban falls far short of the requirements of the UN 
Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman and Degrading Treatment and Punishment.

When asked about how this rule would be put into practice in the military commission process, the Chief Prosecutor 
Col. Morris Davis stated that the prosecution would make an initial determination, and the defence could argue that 
determination. If the prosecution and defence are unable to agree they would be able to take the issue before the 
presiding officer who would decide if the information would be probative to "the reasonable person" and meet the "full 
and fair" trial standard created for the military commission. Col. Davis then pointed out that a detainee claiming that 
the evidence used against him was obtained under torture may use many layers of appeals that could go up to the 
Supreme Court. 

Col. Dwight Sullivan, the Chief Defense Counsel for the Office of Military Commissions, was asked the same question 
but had a rather different answer. He pointed out that the military commissions system does not include any of the 
standard rules of evidence that prohibit hearsay and guarantee the accused the right to confront the allegations 
against them. As a result, evidence obtained through torture could be introduced through hearsay or by submitting a 
statement made by a person in custody, for example other Guantánamo detainees. The defence may not be able to 
question how the statement was obtained, its credibility or the condition of the person who made it.

Under the Detainee Treatment Act passed by Congress in December 2005, any detainee sentenced to 10 years or 
more can challenge in appeal whether or not the commissions proceedings complied with their procedures, which now 
include an instruction purportedly banning evidence obtained through torture. However, for anyone sentenced to less 
than 10 years, the appeal is only discretionary and does not have to be granted.

Amnesty International continues to observe the proceedings at Guantánamo.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=13253  SOURCE: Amnesty International
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Sub-Human Treatment

A Human Rights lawyer has told the Times that his client Jamil al-Banna is treated as 'sub-human' under the regime in 
Guantanamo Bay.

Clive Stafford Smith is one of the few civilians given access to the US detention camp. 

He said Mr al-Banna was 'very proud' of his five children but had grown increasingly frustrated with his 'abhorrent' 
conditions and the failure of the British government to act on his behalf.

The barrister, who made his name defending prisoners on death row and founded the legal NGO Reprieve, said 
approaching the camp was 'a mixture of the amusing and the abhorrent,' with absurd rules and a cruelly ironic motto: 
'Honor Bound to Defend Freedom.' 

"But inside the wire," he said, "there is nothing but degradation. Jamil has to endure, day-in day-out, being reduced 
to a sub-human. He hates it.

"Jamil is a very dignified person, and being treated lower than the animals does not sit well with him. 

"If he were an iguana (and there are plenty around) at least he would have legal rights."

When the Times asked whether Mr al-Banna was in contact with his family in Dollis Hill, he said the US authorities 
even censored letters from the youngest of the children.

"I have managed to get photographs of the children to him, and I even finally managed to persuade the government 
to allow him to have an album to keep them. 

"This means a huge amount to him, and he is very proud that his kids have stood up for their father. He is also very 
proud that they are doing so well in school. 

"The military have interfered with the mail a great deal, and the prisoners also have a problem trusting the Red Cross 
(as they get to see all the abuse and yet are sworn to silence about what they see), so sending and receiving mail is 
very hard. Jamil is also very frustrated that the military censors silly things in the letters from his small children.

"He has been increasingly frustrated by the fact that he is not charged with any offence, that the US military keeps 
onto him about acting as a false witness for them, and that he gets no support from the UK where his family comes 
from. 

"It is hardly surprising, given what he has been through. 

"He was held in the notorious 'Dark Prison' which was one of the most torturous places used for abusing prisoners."

'Dark Prisons' are alleged torture centres. Prisoners are kept in total darkness, with limited food and water, and 
subjected to massive blasts of disorientating music or white noise in an attempt to soften them up for interrogation, 
according to human rights organisations.

Mr al-Banna was allegedly held in such a prison after his capture by the CIA on a visit to Gambia in 2002, alongside 
his travelling companion Bisher al-Rawi, a fellow British resident, before they were moved to Guantanamo Bay.

But as the Times reported last week, the Foreign Office has shifted from its long-held position that all the British 
residents were 'somebody else's responsibility' to agreeing to intervene on Mr al-Rawi's behalf for 'security-related 
reasons' thought to include Mr al-Rawi's previous contacts with MI5.

This has infuriated Mr Stafford Smith: "How the U.K. government can possibly justify doing the right thing by Bisher, 
and at the same time refuse to assist Jamil, who (unlike Bisher) has five little British children dependent upon him, is 
hard to understand. 

"I am deeply disappointed that in the cases of all my British resident clients, the government seems to be relying on 
information that has been created by the US through torture and abuse, and they won't even tell us what this secret 
evidence is.
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"Because I have a security clearance in the US I am confident that I know what is being said by the US to the UK and 
it is immensely frustrating to know that so much of it is false, yet not be able to speak about it publicly or even 
disabuse the UK government of their errors. 

"If the British courts really condemn the use of torture evidence in British courts, they should surely condemn the use 
of torture evidence secretly by the British government out of court.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=13252  SOURCE: Wembley Kingsbury Treatment

April 07, 2006

US Blocking Hicks UK Citizenship, Lawyer Says

The US military lawyer for Australian Guantanamo Bay detainee David Hicks says the United States Government is 
standing in the way of his client being granted British citizenship.

Major Michael Mori has spoken at Melbourne University Law School, criticising the legal process facing the South 
Australian.

He says the US will not subject its own citizens to the military commissions.

Maj Mori says he has also had word from British officials that they have not been given access to Hicks.

"They've been trying to go down to Guantanamo to administer the oath and finalise his British citizenship, and yet the 
US Department of Defence has not permitted them to go down, in the correspondence I saw, there were no reasons 
provided," he said.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=13291  SOURCE: ABC.net.au

Yemen to Receive 10s of Guantanamo Prisoners

Sana’a, NewsYemen 
    
 
Yemen announced that it has agreed to receive tens of Yemenis who are currently imprisoned at Guantanamo base. 
September 26 Net reported that this agreement came after a Yemeni team met the imprisoned at Guantanamo three 
months ago. A security source stated that the teams were able to identify and confirm their identities. 

It has not yet been announced if Abdul Salam Al-Hila was among those who will be handed over. Yemen has avoided 
all official discussion of Al-Hila. Mr. Al-Hila worked with the security forces to extract the Arab Afghans who had 
returned to Yemen following the war. This involvement occurred prior to his being taken by the American security 
forces who were helped by Egypt. He was then taken to Guantanamo Bay where he was questioned and held for his 
involvement with Al-Qaeda.

The Yemeni government released Mohammed Faraj Bashimia, and Salah Nadr Salim two weeks ago in addition to the 
release of Mohammed Al-Asad. This came after a local court decided the men had spent sufficient time in prison both 
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in and outside the country.

Head of the Center for Constitutional Rights in America, Tina Fester, recently visited Yemen and called for the release 
of more prisoners held at Guantanamo. She also demanded that these prisoners not be held by the Yemeni 
government upon their return.

The Yemeni government also invited Bahrain to follow suit. Bahrain has a number of citizens returning who were once 
held at the American prison.
In other news, an official source denied that Yemeni will extradite Iraqi intelligence officers from Yemen who have 
been accused of planning to move Saddam Hussein’s war to Yemen. The men have been ruled innocent of charges 
including the formation of armed gangs to attack American and British interests in Sana’a.
 
http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=13286  SOURCE: Newsyemen.net 

Guantanamo Actor Held in Terror Probe

Mohammed Azami.  

AN ACTOR due to perform in a play about Guantanamo Bay has been stopped from entering the US - because he was 
taken for a terror suspect.

Mohammed Azami, 67, from Kilburn theatre company Tricycle was to take part in a special showing of Guantanamo: 
Honour Bound to Defend Freedom on Capitol Hill, Washington DC yesterday. 

But the Muslim was unable to get a work permit for the US because of lengthy security checks. 

Mr Azami was told scores of terror suspects had the same name as him and a decision to grant him a work permit was 
delayed. 

A spokeswoman for the Tricycle Theatre, where the play was originally performed, said: "There was a delay and that 
meant he didn't get a permit in time."

The play, written by Victoria Brittain and Gillian Slovo, was taken from spoken evidence presented in the Houses of 
Parliament. Members of the British cast which originally performed the play in Kilburn in 2004 were due to stage it in 
front of members of Congress. 

Gitanjali Gutierrez, a lawyer who recently visited prisoners at Guantanamo Bay, said: "I hope many members of 
Congress take the time to attend this event and see exactly what the policies of the Bush administration mean to the 
men still being held there.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=13284  SOURCE: Hampstead and Highgate

Guantánamo Detainee Mocks Tribunal

By TIM GOLDEN

GUANTÁNAMO BAY, Cuba, April 6 — A 27-year-old Ethiopian accused of plotting terror attacks with the American 
prisoner Jose Padilla used his first appearance before a military tribunal here to stage an elaborate show of contempt 
for the special court in which he is to be tried.

The defendant, Binyam A. Mohamed, marched into a military courtroom wearing a long kameeze-style tunic died 
bright orange, the color of jumpsuits assigned to the least-compliant prisoners here. His performance — angry, 
articulate and sometimes comical — generally matched his attire.
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"This is not a commission," he said, holding up a small sign. "This is a con mission. This is a mission to con the world."

The hand-lettered sign, apparently misspelled, read "Conn mission."

Based on the single conspiracy charge against him, Mr. Mohamed could be one of the most significant suspects being 
held at Guantánamo. The military has charged that he and Mr. Padilla conspired with Qaeda leaders to detonate a 
radioactive "dirty" bomb and to carry out other terror attacks in the United States.

Yet the case also starkly illustrates the differences between the evolving rules of the military commissions set up by 
the Bush administration after the Sept. 11 attacks and the United States federal courts.

Last November, the government moved Mr. Padilla, an American, from military custody. But it did not charge him with 
the most serious accusations administration officials had made against him.

In interviews, administration officials said they had concluded that it would be impossible to demonstrate Mr. Padilla's 
involvement in the dirty-bomb plot without exposing the harsh methods used to elicit the information from captive 
Qaeda leaders. Instead, Mr. Padilla was charged in Federal District Court in Miami with lesser crimes of supporting 
terrorism.

But the charges against Mr. Mohamed closely mirror the accusations that senior American officials had made against 
Mr. Padilla. Mr. Mohamed's case is also expected to raise many of the difficult issues of classified evidence and 
coercive interrogations that the military commissions were originally intended to handle.

According to his military charge sheet, Mr. Mohamed, an electrical engineer and a Muslim convert who had lived 
mostly in Britain since his teenage years, traveled to Afghanistan in May 2001 and was trained by Qaeda operatives in 
weapons, explosives, urban warfare and remote-control detonation. After meeting up with Mr. Padilla and others in 
Pakistan, the military contends, the two men were instructed in how to make a dirty bomb, as well as engage in other 
plots like "blowing up gas tankers and spraying people with cyanide in nightclubs."

Mr. Mohamed — whose lawyers say he never even met Mr. Padilla and could not have communicated with Qaeda 
leaders because he does not speak Arabic — has told a different story.

According to his account, he was an innocent if adventurous man who was arrested in Pakistan, turned over to C.I.A. 
operatives and sent to Morocco, where he was jailed for 18 months and tortured. He says he was later taken to a 
"dark prison" in Afghanistan. He was flown to Guantánamo from Afghanistan in September 2004.

"He has been locked up for a long time," one of Mr. Mohamed's civilian lawyers, Clive Stafford Smith, said Thursday. 
"He has a lot to say."

And for much of the morning, the military officer presiding over the case, Col. Ralph Kohlmann, gave Mr. Mohamed 
some leeway to have his say. Complaining that he had been misidentified by the commission as "Binyam 
Muhammad," Mr. Mohamed said, "You've got the wrong man here."

"I don't understand what kind of system — after four years of renditions and torture — gets the wrong man," he said. 
"I don't know if Congress gave you the right to change names; they gave you the right to change laws."

When Colonel Kohlmann insisted that he had to call the defendant something, Mr. Mohamed suggested "Count 
Dracula."

Initially, Mr. Mohamed sought to represent himself, saying that he could not trust his military lawyer, Maj. Yvonne 
Bradley, because she was "under orders to be my enemy," and that he would use Mr. Stafford Smith and an American 
law professor, Joseph Margulies, as his advisers. 

Major Bradley went along. For the moment, she said, she faced a conflict of interest because she shared an office with 
other military defense lawyers whose clients have in some cases made statements against one another. And even 
when Colonel Kohlmann warned her of dire consequences if she did not follow an order to represent Mr. Mohamed 
vigorously, she repeatedly invoked the Fifth Amendment to avoid answering his questions about a few pretrial 
motions. 

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=13283  SOURCE: New York Times

19

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=13283


Detainee Says He Was Tortured by Moroccans

By ANDREW SELSKY 
Associated Press Writer 

GUANTANAMO BAY NAVAL BASE, Cuba (AP) - Binyam Muhammad, who has been accused of plotting al-Qaida attacks 
in the United States, was tortured with a scalpel after American authorities handed him over to Moroccan 
interrogators, according to an account provided by his lawyer. 

Muhammad made his first appearance in the U.S. military courtroom in Guantanamo Bay on Thursday, charged with 
conspiring with Osama bin Laden and other al-Qaida leaders to attack civilians and other crimes. 

Wearing a long, orange collarless shirt and a black skullcap, the 27-year-old detainee told the judge that he has been 
tortured. He criticized U.S. authorities for getting his name wrong, claimed he was not the person they sought and 
bitterly suggested the court refer to him as Count Dracula. 

``After four years of torture and rendition, you have the wrong person in the stand,'' Muhammad said. Military 
documents spell his name variously as Muhammad and Mohammad. The judge, Marine Col. Ralph Kohlmann, told 
Muhammad it was the prosecutor's job to establish his identity during trial. 

A written account of his capture provided to The Associated Press by Muhammad's civilian lawyer, Clive Stafford 
Smith, details the detainee's allegations of torture while ``directly or indirectly'' in the custody of the United States. 
He alleges, among other things, that he was sliced with a scalpel and given mind-altering drugs. 

Attorney General Alberto Gonzales said last month the United States does not transport terrorism suspects to nations 
where it is likely they could be tortured, a practice known as extraordinary rendition. 

Human rights groups say the United States carries out extraordinary renditions to outsource torture. The American 
Civil Liberties Union last week asked the United Nations to investigate. 

Born in Ethiopia, Muhammad moved to Britain when he was 15. He claimed he went to Afghanistan because he had 
become a practicing Muslim, wanted to kick a drug habit, and thought he could do so if he got away from London. He 
also wanted to see the Taliban Islamic regime in Afghanistan with his own eyes, he said. 

Muhammad was captured in April 2002 in Karachi, Pakistan, while trying to return to London. Three months later, he 
was transferred by the United States to Morocco, according to the document written by Smith, who interviewed 
Muhammad and read his written account. 

Muhammad said he landed at an airfield he believed was near Rabat, the Moroccan capital, and was driven for about a 
half-hour before being taken into a house behind a metal fence. An English-speaking woman who used the name of 
Sarah was sometimes present. She claimed to be Canadian, but Muhammad suspected she was American. 

His torturers beat him and sliced Muhammad's penis with a scalpel, according to the detainee's account. 

``They cut all over my private parts. One of them said it would be better just to cut it off, as I would only breed 
terrorists,'' Smith quoted Muhammad as saying. 

Muhammad said that while he was handcuffed, his jailers put headphones on him. 

``They played hip-hop and rock music, very loud,'' Muhammad said. ``I remember they played Meatloaf and 
Aerosmith over and over. I hated that. ... When I became a Muslim, I had tried to get away from this. I'd cancelled all 
the music out of my head and now they were forcing it back again.'' 

Muhammad said women came to the house, naked or partially clothed, and were shown to him - an affront to devout 
Muslims. 

``This mental torture was a lot worse then the physical torture,'' he said. ``For they were now working on my brain. 
I think I came to several emotional breakdowns in this time.'' 
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An interrogator whom Muhammad nicknamed ``Scarface'' purportedly informed the Ethiopian he was being 
brainwashed. 

``Scarface, the interrogator, told me what was going on. 'We're going to change your brain,''' according to the 
account. 

In January 2004, Muhammad was flown to what he believed was a CIA-run facility in Afghanistan. He was transferred 
to Guantanamo Bay in September 2004. 

The United States alleges Muhammad conspired with Abu Zubaydah, an al-Qaida commander, and Jose Padilla, a U.S. 
citizen, to cause explosions at apartment buildings and gas stations in the United States. Muhammad has denied 
knowing Padilla and says he is innocent. 

Padilla is on trial in federal court in Miami on charges he provided material support to terrorists and conspired to 
murder Americans. He is charged with conspiring with members of al-Qaida to attack civilians and civilian targets, 
commit murder, destroy property and commit terrorism. 

Nearly 500 detainees are held at this U.S. military base on Cuba. The United States has filed charges against 10 of 
them. 

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=13282  SOURCE: The Guardian

David Hicks Awaits Citizenship Decision

Reporter: Alison Caldwell

TONY EASTLEY: The British High Court is expected to decide soon if Guantanamo Bay detainee, Australian David 
Hicks, should be granted British citizenship.

Hicks is seeking a UK passport because Britain doesn't allow its citizens to be tried by US military commissions.

And Hicks is due to face a military commission later this year on four charges, including conspiracy and attempted 
murder.

His military defence lawyer Major Michael Mori is in Melbourne, where last night he addressed law students at 
Melbourne University.

Afterwards, AM's Alison Caldwell asked Major Mori about what legal tactics he would employ if Hicks' application for 
British citizenship was rejected?

MICHAEL MORI: Well, he's not going to lose it. I mean, you've got to remember the British Government has already 
said he's entitled to be a British citizen. They just want to try to take it away.

There's a statute that describes what they need to do to do that. They've just chosen not to take the citizenship away 
from any of the other British nationals that were at Guantanamo. They're trying to exercise that regard in David 
Hicks.

He will end up being a British citizen who may just have to fight it at the House of Lords. But he would be a British 
citizen today if the US would permit the British Consular to go down and swear him in. He's not… they've been trying 
to do it and they just… the US, for whatever reason, won't permit it to happen.

ALISON CALDWELL: You've been coming to Australia for a couple of years now. Have you noticed a change in the 
Australian attitude towards David Hicks?

MICHAEL MORI: Well, I think it's taken some time for the initial media hype about David to… for people to start 
saying, well, wait a minute, let me see, what did he really do?
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Stop listening just to the news media, you know there was that blitz at the very beginning when he was detained and 
then people started questioning: Okay, what did he exactly do? And they're finding out that he never really hurt 
anyone.

And time has gone by and I think four years is seen as sufficient consequences for what he's alleged to have done. 

And I think they're also saying the unfair treatment when you look at him and how others are being treated, others 
are just being released, you've got the former Taliban ambassador attending university in the United States and yet 
David Hicks remains locked up, charged with aiding the Taliban.

It's shocking that a Taliban member, Taliban leader would have more rights than an Australian citizen.

ALISON CALDWELL: You said in your lecture that this was all political. What do you mean by that?

MICHAEL MORI: Well, I mean it's not a real system of justice. It's not a criminal code that's established out there to 
hold whoever they are, anyone who violates it, accountable.

They're hand-picking people, they're making the determination on who to prosecute based on national origin and it's… 
they're not looking for anybody new and they're not holding the most culpable accountable.

Again, back to the example of the Taliban ambassador. He's attending university in the United States, he was one of 
their top spokespeople and he contributed to everything the Taliban did, and yet he's free and David Hicks is locked 
up.

ALISON CALDWELL: Have you lost any faith in your own American military legal system as a result of this?

MICHAEL MORI: No, because remember, the Commission system wasn't set up by one of the Judge Advocate-
Generals for one of their services. You know, it wasn't given to the Judge Advocate-General of the Army and said, you 
create this system, you do this independently.

It wasn't given to the Judge Advocate-General of the Navy and said, you set this up. This is not military justice. No 
one should be fooled to believe that it is. This is not the Court Marshall process.

The Court Marshall system is something to be very proud in and I think it provides the basic protections you would 
expect in any criminal trial and maybe I'm bragging, but I really think it's better than our civilian system.

TONY EASTLEY: The Military Defence Counsel for David Hicks, Major Michael Mori speaking there with AM's Alison 
Caldwell.  

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=13281  SOURCE: ABC.net.au

Amnesty Guantanamo Trial Observations: Day 2

USA: Guantánamo pre-trial military commission proceedings

Amnesty International’s trial observations - Day 2

Pre-trial hearings before military commissions at Guantánamo are going ahead despite a pending Supreme Court 
decision on their legality. A representative of Amnesty International is observing the hearings. 

Amnesty International has long been calling for the military commission trials to be cancelled and for the Military 
Order enabling these trials to be revoked, on the grounds that the Military Order is fundamentally flawed and any trial 
under its provisions will violate international fair trial standards. As such, the organization has expressed its deep 
regret at all steps taken to proceed with the trials, including the pre-trial hearings. 

A summary of Amnesty International’s initial findings from the second day of this round of proceedings (5 April 2006) 
are below. 
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Omar Khadr – Inhuman treatment and conditions of detention at Guantánamo
The hearings on 5 April began with a statement from Omar Khadr, a Canadian national who was 15 years old at the 
time of his alleged crime – he is accused of killing a US soldier during a battle in Afghanistan. Amnesty International is 
particularly concerned that Omar Khadr is facing trial by military commissions on the basis of alleged acts committed 
when he was a child and that throughout his detention he has been treated in violation of international standards 
which recognize that children are entitled to special care and protection. 

He was recently transferred from Camp Four, the least harsh facility, to Camp Five, Guantánamo’s most restrictive 
facility. Camp Five is modelled on the US super-maximum security facilities, where detainees are held for up to 23 
hours a day in a solitary cell with no sunlight.

Reading a written statement, Omar Khadr claimed that he was being treated inhumanely even though he had been 
cooperating with the commissions’ process. He declared his intention to boycott the proceedings until the situation 
was remedied. 

Omar Khadr is represented by two military defence lawyers and two civilian defence lawyers. They asked that the 
presiding officer hear a motion to remedy Omar Khadr’s situation. One of the defence lawyers, Lt. Col. Vokey, 
explained that his client had asked them not to participate in the proceedings until the issue of his living conditions 
was addressed. The presiding officer refused to hear the motion until the defence had an opportunity to brief him with 
applicable law and the prosecution had a chance to find out why Omar Khadr had been moved from Camp Four to 
Camp Five. He then asked the defence lawyer to proceed with the day’s business. Lt. Col. Vokey expressed concern 
about proceeding in contravention of his client’s wishes, telling the presiding officer he believed going forward would 
violate his and other defence lawyers ethical obligations and threaten their bar membership. The defence was 
scheduled to voir dire (question) the presiding officer and argue two motions. The presiding officer told Omar Khadr 
that if his lawyers did not go forward with the proceedings scheduled, he would consider Omar Khadr’s right to 
question him and argue the motions to be waived. Facing forfeiting their client’s rights, defence lawyers went ahead 
under protest.

This is not the first time a defence lawyer has been ordered to move forward with representation against a client’s 
wishes. Ali Hamza Al Bahlul, a Yemeni national facing trial by military commission, has repeatedly refused his military 
defence lawyer and asked to represent himself. In protest against the denial of his right to self representation, Ali al-
Bahlul boycotted the proceedings. His military lawyer asked to withdraw citing his client’s wishes and his ethical and 
professional obligations. The presiding officer in that case also ordered the lawyer to continue representing the 
detainee. 

The presiding officer stated that the issue of Omar Khadr’s conditions of detention would be considered later in the 
week. Amnesty International continues to observe the ongoing proceedings at Guantánamo, including the case of 
Omar Khadr.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=13278  SOURCE: Amnesty International

April 08, 2006

Hicks Bereft of Hope in Guantanamo, Says Lawyer

By Fergus Shiel and Ian Munro

FOUR years after terror-suspect David Hicks arrived in Cuba in a hood and shackles, described by the US as among 
the "worst of the worst", his military lawyer says he has lost all hope of being freed.

According to Major Michael Mori, Australia's refusal to put pressure on the White House for Hicks's release has left the 
Adelaide man bewildered and despairing. Major Mori said it had been difficult to explain to Hicks why Australia had 
given up on him even though he had not broken any Australian law.

"He asked me: 'What does Australia say I did wrong?' and I had to explain to him that he did not break any Australia 
law, but they were still going to leave him there. He could not understand it," Major Mori said yesterday.
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He said that the military commissions set up to try Hicks and nine other detainees at Guantanamo were not a real 
justice system. They did not conform to rules of evidence and did not have an independent judge.

"Until he is provided with a fair trial, there will be no hope for him. Because David is halfway around the world in 
Guantanamo I think it escapes people's minds what's really going on."

Major Mori, a US Marine Corps officer who has represented Hicks since 2003, is visiting Melbourne to consult 
Melbourne University Law School staff helping with the Hicks case.

Despite the US's refusal to classify Guantanamo Bay detainees as prisoners of war or to give them a trial, Major Mori 
said the detainees were demonstrably not "the worst of the worst". More than 200 of the original detainees, including 
Sydney man Mamdouh Habib, had already been released without charge, and no others had been detained, while 
Hicks languished in detention.

"What about the 40,000 other Taliban troops? Why aren't they being rounded up and being tried? I know it's not a big 
stretch to say there are probably people more culpable than David Hicks," he said.

Hicks, 30, has been detained since his capture among Taliban troops in Afghanistan in December 2001. Hicks trained 
in an al-Qaeda camp in Afghanistan alongside Werribee man Jack Thomas, who last week was sentenced to a 
minimum two years' jail for accepting support from the terrorist network. Hicks has spent 4½ years in custody.

"Hicks has already done more than Jack Thomas will do. He has already done almost as much as (intended Israeli 
embassy bomber) Jack Roche will do, and David has not violated Australian law," Major Mori said.

Hicks has pleaded not guilty to charges of conspiracy, attempted murder and aiding the enemy and is to face a 
commission hearing at an unspecified date. His military commission trial has been stayed to allow the US Supreme 
Court to rule on its legality, a decision likely to be handed down in June.

The British Government has appealed against a decision by the High Court in London opening the way for Hicks to 
take out British citizenship. All British citizens held at Guantanamo Bay have been released.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=13307  SOURCE: The Age

 

Suicidal Detainee's Condition A Mystery

By Josh White
Washington Post Staff Writer

Lawyers for a suicidal detainee held at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, believe that their client tried to kill himself again by 
slashing his throat sometime over the past few weeks but say U.S. government officials have refused to answer any 
questions about his condition.

Jumah al-Dossari, a Bahraini national captured in 2001, has tried to take his own life at least 10 times in his four 
years at the U.S. detention facility, according to military officials. One of the attempts came during a visit by an 
attorney, who found him hanging from a noose in a bathroom with a deep gash in his arm.

 Dossari and his attorneys have said the attempts are a statement that the conditions and indefinite detention have 
left him desperate.

The attorneys say other lawyers visiting clients at Guantanamo Bay in late March heard that Dossari had slit his throat 
and nearly died. Declassified notes obtained by Dossari attorney Joshua Colangelo-Bryan also record the suicide 
attempt.

Despite weeks of trying to determine Dossari's condition, Colangelo-Bryan said yesterday, he has not heard from the 
Justice Department, which represents the Pentagon in detainee matters. A Justice spokesman referred questions to 
the Defense Department.

"I'd like to know if he's alive," Colangelo-Bryan said. "I think it underscores the fact that the government does not 
believe that it has to play by any rules at all."
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Navy Cmdr. Robert Durand, a spokesman for Joint Task Force Guantanamo, said yesterday that there has been one 
suicide attempt at the facility so far this year -- on March 11 -- and that the detainee is "clinically stable." But Durand 
would not identify him.

Apparently referring to Dossari, Durand noted that a single detainee accounts for 12 of the 39 suicide attempts at 
Guantanamo Bay since it opened in 2002. No detainee has died in custody there.

Lawyers blame the Detainee Treatment Act, enacted a few months ago, for their lack of information about clients. The 
government has argued that the law severely limits access to federal courts for Guantanamo detainees, and hundreds 
of habeas corpus cases in U.S. courts have been held up while federal judges weigh the law's impact.

Dossari, who speaks some English, has long claimed he is innocent and is being held improperly, though a military 
tribunal -- relying on classified evidence -- has determined he is an enemy combatant. According to recently released 
documents from Guantanamo Bay, government officials believe he was helping al-Qaeda and the Taliban in 
Afghanistan in late 2001, shortly before he was arrested at the Pakistani border.

Before his trip to Afghanistan, Dossari lived in the United States on a visa and was an imam at a mosque in 
Bloomington, Ind., according to military records. Federal agents allege that Dossari was recruiting for al-Qaeda and 
left shortly after the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks.

The only charges levied by the military relate to his allegedly being a cook for enemy forces at Tora Bora in 
Afghanistan, where U.S. troops fought a fierce battle with al-Qaeda and the Taliban in 2001. Dossari denies being 
there or being an al-Qaeda member

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=13306  SOURCE: Washington Post

 

Gitmo Detainee Wants to Represent Self

By ANDREW SELSKY 

Associated Press Writer 

GUANTANAMO BAY NAVAL BASE, Cuba (AP) - An alleged bodyguard of Osama bin Laden, who says his U.S. military 
counsel is the enemy, should be allowed to represent himself at his trial here, the lawyer argued Friday. 

The judge has said commission rules require defendants to have a military lawyer. But Army Maj. Tom Fleener said 
the judge has the power to grant Ali Hamza Ahmad Sulayman al-Bahlul the authority to represent himself because it 
is a fundamental right. 

The chief military prosecutor, Air Force Col. Morris Davis, told reporters the prosecution ``would not oppose'' if al-
Bahlul is allowed to represent himself with a lawyer advising him. 

Pretrial hearings this week for al-Bahlul and three other Guantanamo Bay detainees captured in the Bush 
administration's war on terror have been encumbered by procedural ambiguities, foreshadowing lengthy trials when 
they finally get under way. 

Al-Bahlul was absent from the courtroom during the exchange. 

Only 10 of the nearly 500 prisoners at Guantanamo Bay have been charged with crimes under President Bush's Nov. 
13, 2001, order calling for military commissions to try suspected members of al-Qaida or other international terrorist 
groups. 

Al-Bahlul, a Yemeni, has refused to attend the hearings, saying he didn't want a U.S. military lawyer representing him 
because he regards Americans as enemies. For Friday's session, he was brought to a side room, military officials said, 
but was not present in the courtroom in the yellow cinderblock building, perched on a hilltop overlooking the 
Caribbean on this isolated military base. 
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All defendants get a civilian lawyer in addition to a military lawyer. Last month, al-Bahlul asked for a Yemeni lawyer, 
but the judge said rules require that detainees must have a military lawyer and can be assisted by a civilian who is a 
U.S. citizen with a license to practice law in the United States. 

Fleener cited numerous cases in which judges have determined self-representation to be a fundamental right. 

``It's clear to everybody that the right of self-representation must be recognized,'' the major said, standing alone at 
the defense table. The presiding officer, Col. Peter E. Brownback, took the motion under advisement. 

Al-Bahlul is charged with conspiring with bin Laden and other al-Qaida leaders to attack civilians and commit other 
crimes. The charge sheet says al-Bahlul created instructional and motivational videos for al-Qaida, including one 
glorifying the attack on the destroyer USS Cole in a Yemeni harbour in 2000. 

In a separate hearing, a military defense attorney for a Canadian teenager accused of killing a U.S. soldier in 
Afghanistan withdrew a motion he filed Wednesday complaining his client had been put in solitary confinement. 

The defense attorney, Marine Lt. Col. Colby Vokey, had complained about treatment of his client, Omar Khadr, but 
Navy Cmdr. Robert Durand issued a statement saying no detainees at Guantanamo Bay are put in solitary 
confinement. Durand said detainees are separated from the general population before their hearings begin but that 
Khadr could still see and talk to other inmates. 

``We determined the move was not for punishment and will not affect defense access to the client,'' Vokey told the 
judge, Marine Col. Robert S. Chester. 

Khadr has been charged with murder and other crimes for allegedly throwing a grenade that killed a U.S. Special 
Forces soldier while Khadr was fighting with the Taliban in Afghanistan and for planting mines targeted at American 
convoys. 

The next round of military commission sessions will be held at Guantanamo Bay from April 24-28, the military said. 

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=13304  SOURCE: The Guardian

Attorneys Satisfied With Khadr's New Accommodation at Guantanamo

BY CAROL ROSENBERG
Knight Ridder Newspapers

GUANTANAMO BAY NAVY BASE, Cuba - In an about-face, defense attorneys on Friday withdrew a request to have a 
war-court judge examine prison-camp conditions of an alleged teenage terrorist from Toronto.

Omar Khadr, 19, had complained in his Military Commission that he was punitively moved to isolation from a 
barracks-style communal prison camp.

By Friday, the youth sat smiling as his civilian and military defense attorneys told Marine Col. Robert Chester that the 
issue was resolved through private talks.

``We are satisfied with his accommodations now,'' Marine Lt. Col. Colby Vokey said after the hearing. ``We are going 
to closely monitor how Omar is being treated.''

Chester's willingness, as presiding officer, to hear evidence on the Canadian teen's conditions raised the possibility of 
a first-ever war-court exploration of operations at the Pentagon's detention center - located up the road, on a bluff 
overlooking the Caribbean.

Instead, it led the prison camp to declare that Khadr's move to a single-occupancy cell was routine procedure. Unclear 
Friday was whether or when the teen would rejoin the less restrictive prison facilities.

Khadr allegedly threw a grenade during a July 2002 firefight in Afghanistan that fatally wounded a Special Forces 
medic.
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Separately Friday, a Yemeni captive who allegedly made propaganda films for Osama bin Laden once again boycotted 
his pretrial hearings, during which an Army major made a plea to let the man represent himself.

Even ``Slobodan Milosevic, may he rest in peace, had the right of self-representation,'' Army Maj. Tom Fleener 
argued at Ali Hamza Bahlul's Military Commission.

Milosevic, the former Serbian strongman, died last month of a heart attack at The Hague while awaiting his 
international war-crimes trial but not before he lost the right to act as his own attorney for health reasons.

Bahlul, 37, is the first of several captives seeking to serve as his own attorney at the first U.S. war-crimes tribunals 
since World War II. They are arguing, essentially, that it's unfair to expect a U.S. officer to assist an enemy with a 
free, full and fair trial.

Pentagon rules so far prohibit self-representation, but Bahlul's presiding officer, Army Col. Peter Brownback, agreed to 
consider a plea on behalf of the man who has already admitted that he is a member of al-Qaida.

In a new twist at the evolving war-crimes court, some private attorneys in Wyoming and a civilian group called the 
National Institute of Military Justice filed briefs in Bahlul's behalf, arguing that so-called prose representation is a 
bedrock U.S. constitutional right and also fundamental to international law.

It was the first filing of so-called amicus briefs at the war court President Bush ordered created in late 2002.

``Don't let this place become Star Chamber-esque,'' said Fleener, who was mobilized from a federal public defender's 
office in Wyoming.

Brownback will rule later.

At issue is whether and how the Pentagon can compel a captive at Guantanamo to accept a U.S. military defense 
lawyer, whose role will be required as the government is shielding some evidence from the accused.

Fleener said at his hearing Thursday morning that another captive - Saudi Ghassan al-Sharbi, in his 20s - is also 
refusing the services of his defense counsel. Sharbi, a 2000 graduate of Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University, makes 
his war-court debut later this month.

On Thursday, Ethiopian exile Binyam Muhammad, who lived in London for seven years, insisted that he is competent 
to run his own defense - with military and civilian lawyers guiding him.

He claims through a British-American civilian lawyer that the United States sent him to Morocco for interrogation on 
his way to Guantanamo, where interrogators got him to confess to anything they asked because they cut his genitals 
with a scalpel.

``I have the answers,'' the 27-year-old declared dramatically at his court hearing, pointing to his Pentagon-approved 
defense team. "You can't get the answers about me from them ... even if you take them to Morocco and razor-blade 
them.''
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Lawyer Says Rumsfeld "Messed Up" Guantanamo 

By Jane Sutton

GUANTANAMO BAY U.S. NAVAL BASE, Cuba (Reuters) - Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld and his appointees set 
rules that violate President George W. Bush's order to hold fair trials for prisoners charged with terrorism in the 
Guantanamo tribunals, a military defense lawyer said on Friday.

"We can't help it that the secretary of defense and his delegees (sic) have messed this thing up, but they have," 
military lawyer Army Maj. Tom Fleener told the presiding officer at one of the hearings.

"If the rules don't provide for a full and fair trial, then they violate the president's order."
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Fleener was trying to persuade the presiding officer, Col. Peter Brownback, to let a Yemeni defendant act as his own 
attorney on charges of conspiring to attack civilians and destroy property.

Tribunal rules set by the Pentagon require the defendants to have U.S. military lawyers who are authorized to see 
secret evidence that the accused may not be allowed to view. Pentagon officials have refused to allow self-
representation, which Fleener called a fundamental right in nearly every court on Earth.

Fleener was appointed to defend Ali Hamza al Bahlul, an acknowledged al Qaeda member charged with conspiring to 
commit terrorism by acting as Osama bin Laden's bodyguard and making al Qaeda recruiting videos.

Bahlul refuses to cooperate with any lawyer appointed by the U.S. military. He asked to act as his own attorney or to 
have a Yemeni lawyer, and declared a boycott when the request was denied during an earlier hearing. He did not 
attend his hearing on Friday at the U.S. naval base in Guantanamo Bay, Cuba.

Fleener said Bahlul cannot get a fair trial unless the rules change. "As the world looks at this system, it's going to 
have no legitimacy whatsoever," he said.

TRIBUNALS CRITICIZED

Two other defendants have also asked to act as their own attorneys. The prosecution agrees they should have that 
right, said the chief prosecutor, Col. Moe Davis.

"Give him the opportunity. If he screws it up, then he had his opportunity," Davis said of Bahlul.

Bush created the tribunals to try foreign terrorist suspects after the September 11 attacks, and directed Rumsfeld and 
his delegates to draft rules that ensure full and fair trials while protecting national security.

The chief prosecutor said those requirements had been met and described some of the angry courtroom complaints 
from defense attorneys as theatrical performances.

"The presiding officers have bent over backwards to protect the accused," Davis said.

Military defense lawyers and human rights groups have called the tribunals fundamentally unfair and stacked to 
ensure convictions. The U.S. Supreme Court heard a challenge to their legitimacy last month and is expected to rule 
by the end of June on whether the trials can proceed.

Defense lawyers say other Pentagon rules violate Bush's order, including one that gives only the presiding officer the 
right to act essentially as judge, rather than all the tribunal members sharing that role.

Ten of the 490 Guantanamo detainees have been charged by the tribunals and would face life in prison if convicted. 
Four had pretrial hearings this week, including 19-year-old Canadian Omar Khadr, who is accused of murdering a U.S. 
soldier by throwing a grenade at him in Afghanistan.

Khadr threatened on Wednesday to boycott the tribunal to protest his move from group housing to a solo cell where it 
was more difficult to meet with his lawyers.

His attorneys said on Friday they had received assurances from prison camp officials that the move was not punitive. 
They said Khadr agreed to participate in future proceedings.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=13302  SOURCE: Reuters

April 09, 2006

Belarus Personages Want Gitmo Closed
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Havana, April 8 (Prensa Latina) A three-time Olympic champion, joined writers, artists, filmmakers and Belarus 
Republic congress people Friday, asking for the closure of the illegal Guantanamo Naval Base in Cuba, and other US 
torture centers.

The notables signed the "Cease Hypocrisy on the Issues of Human rights" begun by nine Nobel prize-winners on 
March 14 and at present more than 8 000 figures have signed; to add your name go to www.derechos-humanos.com.

The text calls the closing of detention centers that the Bush government has established in Europe and the world.

It also asks to end the EU complicity with the United States and the suspension of CIA flights with suspects and 
political opponents through EU countries, and demands that the EU listens to the denunciations of its citizens that 
have suffered torture in those US holes, in which there are no lawyers nor trials.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=13323  SOURCE: Prensa Latina

Mozambique Notables Demand Gitmo Closing

Havana, Apr 8 (Prensa Latina) Leading personages from Mozambique demanded the closing of US detention centers 
on Friday, specially the one at the Guantanamo Naval Base in Cuba, where inmates are illegally held and stripped of 
their rights to lawyers or fair trials.

In a letter addressed to the Network of Networks in Defense of Humankind, nine writers and artists joined the call 
"Stop Hypocrisy on Human Right Issues", which has been signed so far by more than 8,000 figures worldwide [to 
sign: www.derechos-humanos.com ].

These Mozambican intellectuals, Simao Barbosa, Virgilio Lemon, Pedro Chissano, Albino Mattumara, Chimananga 
Matavele, Suleiman Cassamo and Amarildo Fulmiano, joined nine Nobel prizewinners demanding the end of EU-US 
complicity in the air transfer of prisoners bound for interrogation and torture.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=13321  SOURCE: Prensa Latina

Guantanamo: Brahim Yadel Stays in Prison

PARIS ( AP) – The chamber of the instruction of the Court of Appeal of Paris ordered on Friday the preservation in 
detention of Brahim Yadel, indicted in the French procedure on six French people who were held on the American base 
of Guantanamo, as it was learnt by judicial source. 

Brahim Yadel is the only prisoner of this file, five others having been set again at liberty these last months by the 
committing magistrate Jean-Louis Bruguière or the judge of the liberties and of the detention. 

The general public prosecutor's department had opposed to his possible release, as it is clarified by the same source. 

Brahim Yadel was repatriated in France in July, 2004 after three years of detention to Guantanamo. He had been 
arrested in Afghanistan after the American intervention. 

Imprisoned within the framework of the inquiry on possible attacks during the World cup of football in Paris in 1998, 
Brahim Yadel had been set again at liberty under legal restriction before leaving for Afghanistan in March, 2000. In 
December, 2000, he was one-year-old condemned person of detention. 

Seven French people held on the American base of Guantanamo in Cuba were repatriated in two time. In July, 2004 
and March, 2005, four returned after three years of detention: Imad Kanouni, Nizar Sassi, Mourad Benchellali and 
Brahim Yadel. Three last ones were expelled in March, 2005: Ridouane Khalid, Khaled ben Mustafa and Indian Mustaq 
Ali Patel. Without link with the Islamist sphere of influence, this last one was freed from his return without being 
indicted. 

Six were indicted for " criminal conspiracy in connection with a terrorist enterprise " and imprisoned within the 
framework of the inquiry on the French people de Guantanamo opened in Paris in 2002. 
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The committing magistrate notified the end of his inquiry at the beginning of March 2005.
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