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Justice Detained At Guantanamo

We recently returned from visiting with several prisoners in Guantánamo Bay's military prison, where there are still 
hundreds of faceless, uncharged prisoners who have been held for nearly four years without ever seeing an attorney. 
When many of these prisoners arrived in American custody, they were initially relieved to be in the control of a 
country that valued justice and due process. 
Four years later, many just want to die. They starve themselves for long periods of time and attempt bloody suicides. 
The government responds by forcing tubes down their throats. People are trying to kill themselves to get out of 
custody, because they have no legal recourse. "They won't let us live, but they won't let us die," one of our clients 
explained. 
Suits have been filed on behalf of well over a hundred of these detainees, asking that courts require that the 
government charge these people with crimes, even war crimes, or let them go. Now some in Congress are actively 
seeking to strip our courts of their historic habeas corpus jurisdiction to even demand that charges be stated by the 
government against those it wishes to imprison. 
There is a mountain of procedure and logistics a lawyer has to climb before meeting clients, including lengthy security 
clearances. 
When you finally do meet your clients, you suddenly realize that you are nowhere near the top of that mountain. You 
still are faced with the daunting task of winning their trust. Prisoners have been interrogated so many times by people 
pretending to be their lawyers, there is no way to prove that you aren't actually another interrogator. As our client 
from Mauritania, Ahamed Abdul Aziz, said to us, "The inability to trust is enough to make a wise man crazy." 
These men believe they are being kept as scapegoats by an administration afraid to admit it has made a mistake. 
Many of them have been held for years with no charges, "in a grave," as Aziz calls it. 
In representing these prisoners, we have joined a growing volunteer force of outraged attorneys who come from small 
and large firms across America. The group includes death penalty and amnesty lawyers, plaintiff and defense lawyers, 
bankruptcy and corporate lawyers. It even includes advocates for retired generals and admirals, all working for free. 
Coordinating this effort is the Center for Constitutional Rights in New York. The goal of all involved is to preserve the 
most basic components of our Constitution, including the right to be charged with a crime as a condition of being 
held; the right to have those charges speedily determined; the right to hearings before impartial judges; the right to 
counsel; the right to confront one's accusers; the right to have access to all case evidence; the right not to have 
evidence extracted under torture used against you; and the right to be free from torture under the Geneva 
Conventions.. 
When the U.S. Supreme Court decided the first Guantánamo Bay prisoner issues in Rasul vs. Bush in late June 2004, 
it reaffirmed the proposition, as old as the Magna Carta, that a core bedrock value of liberty for all persons is a speedy 
right to challenge the lawfulness of their imprisonment. 
In Rasul, the Supreme Court held that the lower courts had the power to determine the legality of the president's 
"potentially indefinite detention of individuals who claim to be wholly innocent of wrongdoing." It returned the cases to 
the lower courts with the directive that they were to "consider in the first instance the merits of petitioners' claims." 
Almost a year and a half after the Rasul ruling, not a single one of the more than 500 men and boys still held in 
abysmal conditions of confinement in Guantánamo has seen the inside of a U.S. district courthouse. 
Lower court judicial infighting about whether to acknowledge the core rights at stake, in combination with the 
government's strategy of delay, has created a logjam in which most cases have now been stayed indefinitely pending 
appeals. 
The litigation strategy of the government is to prevent hearings on the merits through innumerable delaying 
challenges aimed at denying these prisoners any access to justice for as long as the president says the "war on terror" 
is continuing. 
Supreme Court Justice Sandra Day O'Connor stated in mid-2004 that "a state of war is not a blank check for the 
president." The president is not free as commander in chief to "turn our system of checks and balances on its head." 
Even Justice Antonin Scalia, in a dissenting message to the president, added that "if civil rights are to be curtailed 
during wartime, it must be done openly and democratically." 
As Joseph Margulies, who was lead counsel in the Rasul case, has written, "Sometimes called the Great Writ, habeas 
has been part of our law for more than 200 years and is one of the only protections of individual liberty enshrined in 
the Constitution (as opposed to the protections subsequently added in the Bill of Rights)." 
The writ of habeas corpus is supposed to be a rocket vehicle for justice, ensuring that no one is long imprisoned 
without good cause being shown. Many of these prisoners are entering their fourth year of confinement without any 
due process. 
Even in the very few military tribunal cases that have begun, there has already been a gross abuse of process. Three 
military prosecutors resigned in early August, citing ethical and legal concerns that the planned military hearings were 
"rigged." These military prosecutors reported being told that the judges would be hand-picked to ensure convictions. 
In the midst of all these events, it has been far too easy for some of us to lose sight of the fact that these alleged 
enemy combatants are and remain human beings. 
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Ahamed Abdul Aziz has studied literature and philosophy. He speaks French and English, in addition to Arabic. Aziz 
fled political persecution in Mauritania, only to be incarcerated by the Americans. The regime he fled has now been 
overthrown in a bloodless coup with political prisoners released. He speaks eloquently about the abuses he has 
suffered, here and abroad. 
Recently, many prisoners have begun a hunger strike - including two of our clients, Aziz and Ahmed Ghulam Rabbani 
from Pakistan. Rabbani, who has lost a great deal of weight, recently broke his 35-day hunger strike to honor 
Ramadan. He was joined in his strike by Aziz and hundreds of other detainees. Now that Ramadan has ended, it is 
anticipated that the hunger strikes will resume with full force. 
Abdul Raheem Ghulam Rabbani, Ahmed's brother, also imprisoned in Guantánamo, told us of his horrible torture in 
Pakistan and his subsequent mistreatment by Americans in Guantánamo. 
The logic of placing these prisoners on the edge of the American consciousness, just south of Florida, is to reassure us 
by their presence that somewhere, there are shackled men in small cells wearing orange and fitting our stereotypes. 
Their function is to be far enough away so that no one regularly thinks of the abuses they are suffering but close 
enough to make us feel safe - like the president and the government are doing something about terrorism. So we 
leave them there, suffering at the hands of frustrated interrogators and guards, an incomprehensible policy and an 
administration that seems to ignore the core values of constitutional peoples. 
It is a decidedly un-American thing for courts to allow people, any people from any place, no matter what they may 
have done, to be held beyond the law, uncharged and unheard, under abusive, intolerable and illegal conditions based 
on untested government theories of enemy combatant status. This obviously also applies to the secret CIA prisons 
just revealed by The Washington Post. 
If the courts do not begin to perform their historic functions, it will be fairly said that they abdicated their 
responsibilities in supine delegations of power to the president and thereby permanently weakened the critical role of 
the judiciary as the guardians of our most valued rights. 
How hollow and startling in contrast is President Bush's insistent post-indictment reminder that vice presidential aide 
I. Lewis Libby is to be "presumed innocent and entitled to due process." 
As we flew home, we couldn't help but think these cases are actually about whether America will remain America. 
The effort now underway in the Congress to silence these habeas corpus cases by retroactively stripping all courts of 
any jurisdiction to hear them would shock our founders. In the Federalist Papers, Alexander Hamilton extolled the writ 
of habeas corpus, along with the prohibition of ex-post-facto laws, as among the "great securities to liberty and 
republicanism." 
In times of perceived crisis, fear and panic can push us way off course. We must not allow the exigencies of the 
moment to collapse our constitutional structure. If we continue to strip the Constitution of its deepest meaning by 
allowing such abuses to continue, unchecked in a legal black hole, we may well lose the very things for which we are 
fighting. 
Terrorism wins big if at the end of all these fights, the rights of the people are gone. 
Justice delayed is justice denied. This must stop now. 
John Holland and Anna Cayton-Holland are Denver civil-rights attorneys 

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=10592 SOURCE: Denver Post
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America's Prisoners in Paradise

Margaret Drabble

Guantanamo is a reproach to us all — but how long before the package holidays start?
 
 
 
THE BATHING in the bay is excellent. The beach is beautiful and its shores are lined with seagrape and mahogany, 
cactus and mango, lime and palm. Wildlife flourishes. Emerald humming birds, fly-catchers, kingfishers and orioles 
throng the skies, and you may hear the plaintive cries of the mocking bird and the mourning dove. 

Conservationists from the United States are hard at work conserving the native iguanas and the threatened hawksbill 
turtles. There is a unique Stone Zoo of dinosaurs to visit. It’s surprising this paradise coastline is not more popular as 
a holiday resort. 
 
 
Its name is Guantanamo Bay. Not many venture, although there is so much to see. 
Cuba claims that the American presence and its naval base are illegal, and since Castro came to power he has refused 
to cash the nominal annual rent cheques of $5,000 (£2,800) that the Americans ritually offer. 
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Island fortresses and penal colonies have long confined the human race while offering freedom to wild creatures. 
Many black spots recover from their black history, to feature in the glossy brochures. You may visit Monte Cristo and 
dive in its green waters, or fly to the verdant paradise of Elba, or take a day trip to Alcatraz, one of the most popular 
sites in the Golden Gate National Recreation Area. Its fauna doesn’t sound very attractive — it consists of mice, 
salamanders and banana slugs — but visitors crowd in nevertheless. Or you can take a Caribbean cruise to Devil’s 
Island off the coast of French Guiana, and see the place to which Dreyfus was exiled. Prison Island, off Zanzibar, is 
frequented by snorkellers, and Robben Island and Botany Bay are features on the tourist trail. 
Britain has had its own offshore island jails. The penitentiary of the Isle of Wight survives, though the picturesque 
Castle Orgueil in Jersey has long been decommissioned. It was to Jersey that the ministers of Charles II, after the 
Restoration, banished many prominent republicans — those that they did not dare to hang, draw and quarter — 
because there they were thought to be beyond the reach of habeas corpus. As Geoffrey Robertson has pointed out in 
The Tyrannicide Brief, this shrewd move of Charles II was imitated centuries later by George Bush II, whose 
administration has held some 750 detainees in Guantanamo without charge or due process, beyond the reach of 
international or national or any other law. Some have been released (including several British citizens), and some 
transferred, but there are about 500 left, of whom some are, or rather were, British residents. They linger in a 
perpetual limbo. 
Some prisoners, or “illegal combatants”, are on hunger strike: there are allegations of men being shackled and force 
fed with a brutality that amounts to torture. Major Jeff Weir, a spokesman at Guantanamo, explains the hunger strikes 
in these terms: “My understanding is that it’s just because of their continued detention. They’re trying to call attention 
to that.” 
How difficult can you be? It is hard for them to draw attention to their predicament in any other way. We in the West 
are not interested in incarcerated Muslims, many of whom, like Dreyfus, may not be very pleasant. We rightly agonise 
about the 90-day proposal, but these forgotten people have been there a lot longer than three months. (My husband 
swears he heard a police spokesman on the radio justifying a longer detention period in the UK on the ground that it 
would give detainees “more time to pray”, but he must have made that up.) Occasionally a protest is made: a group 
of doctors published a letter recently (October 25, The Guardian) invoking the World Medical Association, which 
“specifically prohibits the force feeding of hunger strikers”, and demanded that doctors who breach the guidelines be 
held to account by their professional bodies. 
That would be a good move. But the main point is that these men shouldn’t be there at all, uncharged, after all this 
time, starving or fed, or even (as another military person insisted) enjoying a life of luxury. 
When I first started to protest about the detentions I and many others made rhetorical reference to the Bastille. I 
didn’t really think most of those men would still be there today. But they are. The greatest democracy in the world is 
running its own Bastille. This must be a bad move from the point of view of the history books. 
In 1679 the Habeas Corpus Act, because of its evident abuse, was revised and extended so that it had extraterritorial 
effect. It was no longer possible to hold political troublemakers in offshore castles without charge or trial. Lawyers in 
the US in 2004 applied to the Supreme Court in Washington in an attempt to invoke this precedent, with what seemed 
at the time to be some success. It was ruled by a majority verdict of 6-3 that federal jurisdiction applied in 
Guantanamo and that “ aliens, no less than American citizens, are entitled to invoke the federal courts’ authority”. 
Not much has happened since then. 
Maybe lawyers in the Supreme Court are deliberating these matters right now. Meanwhile, most of those prisoners are 
still exactly where they were. No wonder they try to draw attention to themselves. They are the abandoned people. It 
is hard for lawyers and journalists to highlight their predicament. There are no pegs on which to hang a story, apart 
from the hunger strike, of which we have no pictures and little documentation. 
I wonder if the detainees can hear the cries of the mocking bird and the mourning dove. I wonder if I’ll still be alive 
when the package tours start.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=10603 SOURCE: The Times
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Paralysis Fear for Guantanamo Detainee
By kanwal hameed  

  A BAHRAINI detainee at Guantanamo Bay - who allegedly tried to commit suicide last month - 
is suffering from facial paralysis that makes speaking difficult, according to his American lawyers who travelled to the 
infamous high-security prison this week. They said Juma Al Dossary was in a wheelchair and wearing a neck brace 
when they visited him at the Guantanamo Bay hospital.
The 30-year-old, who tried to hang himself during the lawyers' last visit on October 15, had "bruises below his eyes 
and on his wrists and ankles" and was dehydrated, attorney Joshua Colangelo-Bryan said in an e-mail.
It was the first time he had seen Mr Al Dossary since the suicide attempt and he said he was concerned about his 
mental and physical condition.
"We cannot disclose anything that our clients told us because that information remains classified," he said. "We can 
say, however, that the situation for our clients who remain at Guantanamo is not good." 
Mr Colangelo-Bryan said himself and fellow lawyer Mark Sullivan met Mr Al Dossary in the Naval Hospital because he 
was "not well enough" to be brought to Camp Echo, where client interviews are normally held.
He said attempts by hospital staff to insert an intravenous tube into Mr Al Dossary's arm failed because his skin was 
"too rubbery" for the needle to penetrate.
"Juma was brought to the hospital in a wheelchair and we did not see him stand at all during our visit," he said.
"Juma was wearing a neck brace while we met him. For part of our visit, he appeared to be suffering from some sort 
of paralysis to his face that made it difficult for him to articulate his words clearly.
"Juma was also terribly dehydrated. We watched a corpsman and a nurse try six times to insert a needle through 
which fluids would be given to Juma intravenously."
The lawyers, who have just returned from their visit, were permitted to meet Mr Al Dossary on November 12 and told 
him they would return the following day, which they thought they could.
"However, on November 13, we were told we would not be permitted to see him because another detainee was going 
to be at the Naval Hospital," said Mr Colangelo-Bryan.
"We protested that we had promised Juma and if we failed to follow through, it could be detrimental to his 
psychological health. The military replied it would not permit us to see him."
Mr Al Dossary is said to have attempted suicide by hanging himself from a wire mesh wall after excusing himself from 
an interview with his law-yers on Octo-ber 15.
Mr Colan-gelo Bryan said that although Mr Al Dossary's condition appeared to be improving "in some respects", his 
team still had serious concerns about his mental and physical health.
The military, he said, has refused pleas by lawyers - in a request filed at the US District Court of Columbia - to provide 
him "modest relief". "We will continue to litigate this issue in the courts," he added.
The lawyers also visited Bahraini inmate Salah Abdul Rasool Al Blooshi, 24. They said military allegations made 
against him were "even weaker" than those made against the three Bahrainis already released. "Salah is trying to 
remain positive," Mr Colangelo-Bryan said.
The team, however, was prevented from meeting the third Bahraini detainee, Essa Al Murbati, 40, the lawyers said.
Mr Colangelo-Bryan said Mr Al Murbati has been in hospital for the past month after a hunger strike from the "middle 
of summer". He added he is being tube-fed by prison authorities, but expressed concern about his condition. 
Mr Colangelo-Bryan ex-pressed happiness at the release of Bahrainis Shaikh Salman bin Ebrahim Al Khalifa, Adel 
Kamel Hajee and Abdulla Majid Al Nuami but said they would only "truly celebrate when all of our clients have been 
released". 

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=10654 SOURCE: Gulf Daily News

Victoria Brittain: A Hero Of Guantánamo

by Victoria Brittain

Fawzi al Odeh weighed just 98 lbs last week when his lawyer, Thomas Wilner, visited him in Guantanamo from 
Washington. In August 2002 in Guantanamo  he weighed 140 lbs. The young Kuwaiti is one of the hundred or so men 
in the US prison camp who have been on sporadic hunger strikes since August 8. During Wilner’s previous visit, in 
September, he tried, on Fawzi’s father’s instructions, to persuade him to end his hunger strike. But Fawzi told him, 
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“tell my father I’m trying to be a hero like him, and if he was here he would do the same as I am doing.” Khalid al 
Ouda, Fawzi’s father, was a US-trained Kuwaiti fighter pilot, who fought in the underground during the Iraqi invasion. 

Fawzi was brought to that meeting with his lawyer from the prison hospital with a plastic tube protruding from his 
nose, which bled intermittently during the interview. He has since been in Camp Delta where the force-feeding 
continues.

One unusual thing about Fawzi is that he is probably one of the best known of the prisoners who appears to be 
completely innocent, because his story has been investigated, and told in detail, twice, by two well respected US 
journalists: Roy Gutman in Newsweek, and Peter Jennings in a special TV report on Guantanamo. Both reports were 
devastating to the official line on the war on terror. 

Fawzi was also the man named in one of the cases that went to the Supreme Court and successfully challenged the 
refusal of habeas corpus for the prisoners. Is Fawzi still being held precisely because his case has deeply hurt the 
Americans’ credibility – before the country’s highest lawyers, and in the mainstream media?

In brief, Fawzi was a university student in Kuwait who twice spent his vacations teaching in some of the poorest areas 
of Pakistan, and who went on from there to help refugees on the Afghan border when they fled US bombing in 
October 2001. Those who sold them to the Pakistani authorities, who handed them over to the Americans, told both 
US reporting teams that the soft, city boys from Kuwait were clearly nothing to do with any of the Afghan fighters who 
the villagers knew well.

Wilner has represented the twelve Kuwaitis in Guantanamo since april 2002 and has been ten times to Guantanamo. 
He is the quintessential expensive establishment lawyer, a member of the Bar in several states, the Supreme Court, 
various federal District Courts and Courts of Appeal around the country. His offer to take the cases pro bono was 
turned down by his clients’ families who wanted to be sure they got the best lawyers money could buy. Wilner’s firm’s 
fees are being paid by the families, supported by the Government of Kuwait, and all their earnings on the cases are 
paid to charity.

Five of his clients were recently released and are back in Kuwait. Wilner expects them to be tried and released. 

Fawzi remains in Cuba. Last week the US Senate approved a plan, sponsored by Senator Lindsay Graham, Republican 
of South Carolina, that would severely limit the chance of Fawzi, and the other prisoners, ever being given access to 
the US courts. The plan goes flatly against the Supreme Court decision of June 2004 which gave them that right – 
although not one prisoner has ever been brought to court in the intervening 17 months, as lawyers for the Bush 
administration have fought lawyers like Wilner in every level of court in the country.

Another of Wilner’s clients is Abdullah Al Kandari, who was an athlete, and on the Kuwaiti National Volley Ball Team. 
From a happy out-going strongly pro-American young man Wilner saw him utterly changed by the hunger strike to a 
withdrawn, cadaverous, weak figure. Abdullah was one of those who shouted out to the visiting Congressional 
delegation that they were not being told the truth. He was punished.

Wilner’s affidavits on these two of his clients, and another Saad Al Azmi who was sexually harassed by his 
interrogator, Megan, accompanied by two other women, one of whom was an interpreter, reveal that cruel and 
unusual punishment is still the order of the day in Guantanamo. The detail of what is done to these men is unbearable 
to read, every time.
 
The authorities in Guantanamo know perfectly what the lawyers like Wilner know – many of these prisoners are totally 
innocent.

The US Senate has been grossly misled by the Administration about conditions in the prison, and about the non-
existent cases against so many of those held, or they could never have signed up for Senator Graham’s plan. The 
Senator’s name will join so many others, like Alberto Gonzales, General Geoffrey Miller, Donald Rumsfeld, and 
President George W Bush, who will be harshly judged by history for what has happened at Guantanamo.

Fawzi al Odah, whether he lives through this horror, or dies, will be remembered by many, many people, as the hero 
he wanted his father to know about.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=10649 SOURCE: The Guardian
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Bahraini Detainee in Guantanamo is in Wheelchair

From Hemu Gorde (Our correspondent)
MANAMA — A noted US human rights lawyer fighting cases for release of Bahrainis in Guantanamo Bay has expressed 
deep concern over the health condition of one of the Bahraini detainees at the US prison.

According to lawyer and human rights activist, Joshua Colangelo-Bryan, whose New York-based firm Dorsey and 
Whitney is representing Bahraini detainees for the past two and half years on behalf of the now-defunct Bahrain 
Centre for Human Rights (BCHR), said in his letter that Bahraini detainee Juma Al Dossari, who had reportedly tried to 
commit suicide earlier this year, is confined to a wheelchai and is "terribly dehydrated" and had bruises on his body.
Juma is among the three Bahrainis still detained in Guantanamo Bay along with the other two — Salah Al Balooshi and 
Isa Al Murbati — following the release earlier this month of the other three — Shaikh Sulman bin Ibrahim Al Khalifa, 
Adel Kamal Haji and Abdulla Majid Al-Nuaimi. "On November 11, 12 and 13, we visited our clients at Guantanamo Bay 
and we can say that the condition of our clients who remain at Guantanamo is not good," he said in his letter after his 
visit.
"We met Juma Al Dossari at the Naval Hospital because we were told by military authorities that he was not well 
enough to be brought to Camp Echo where client interviews normally occur. Juma was brought to the Naval Hospital 
in a wheelchair and we did not see him stand at all during our visit. Juma was wearing a neck brace while we met 
him.
"For part of our visit, he appeared to be suffering from some sort of paralysis to his face that made it difficult for him 
to articulate his words clearly. Juma was also terribly dehydrated. In fact, we watched a corpsman and a nurse try six 
times to insert a needle through which fluids would be given to Juma intravenously. These attempts were not 
successful because Juma's skin was so 'rubbery' as it was described to us. Juma also had bruises below his eye and on 
his wrists and ankles.
"On November 12, we told Jumah that we would see him on the following day as we believed we would. However, on 
November 13, we were told that we would not be permitted to see him that day because another detainee was going 
to be at the Naval Hospital. We protested that we had promised Juma that we would see him and that if we failed to 
follow through on that promise it could be very detrimental to his psychological health. 
"Although we were pleased to see that Juma is recovering from his ordeal in some respects, we still remain very 
concerned about his physical and psychological state. We also met Salah Al Bloushi. We told him that the military's 
allegations against him are even weaker than they were against the three clients of ours who were released. For that 
reason, we are not aware of any factors that would prevent the government of Bahrain from securing Salah's 
immediate release. "Isa Al Murbati is still in the detainee hospital as a result of his hunger strike since the middle of 
the summer. We are very concerned about his condition."

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=10696 SOURCE: Khaleej Times

Former Gitmo Prisoner Claims Quran Desecrated

PARIS: A Bahraini man released from the United Sates military prison at Guantanamo Bay earlier this month accused 
his captors of torturing detainees and regularly desecrating copies of the Holy Quran, in an interview with French radio 
broadcast on Thursday.
“The desecration of the Holy Quran is intentional, deliberate. That didn’t happen just once or twice or three times, but 
several times in front of me and other colleagues,” Adel Kamel Haji told Radio France Internationale and the RMC-MO 
station. “The Holy Quran was continually insulted by the management of the prison and the soldiers. The aim was to 
provoke us religiously and to psychologically abuse us to make us pliant,” he said in the interview, translated into 
French from Arabic.
Haji was one of three Bahrainis who were flown home from Guantanamo on November 6. He said he was captured in 
Pakistan as he returned from a “humanitarian mission” in Afghanistan and handed over to the Americans, who sent 
him to the military base they keep in Cuba.
There, he said, he saw detainees on hunger strike force-fed, “beaten” and “tied to their beds”. “I think the United 
States is taking its revenge on them by torturing them senselessly,” he said. 
Three other Bahrainis remain at the camp, including one, Jumah al-Dossari, who reportedly tried to commit suicide 
during a visit from his lawyer last month. His allegations of torture and mistreatment of the Holy Quran are not new. 
In May, the US magazine Newsweek reported that the Islamic holy book was flushed down a toilet, sparking violent 
anti-US protests in several Muslim countries.
Several of 17 Pakistanis freed in June said they had seen their captors desecrating the Koran. “There were various 
incidents. Once I saw them throw Holy Quran in a bucket full of urine and faeces,” said one of the men, Haifz Ehsan 
Saeed. Another, Muhammad Hanif, said he was tortured and his beard was forcibly shaved off.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=10695 SOURCE: Daily Times
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Gov. Lawyers Claim Suicidal Prisoner Being Treated Humanely

By Josh White
Washington Post Staff Writer

Government lawyers contend that Jumah Dossari, a suicidal detainee held at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, has been 
receiving appropriate mental health care and has "adequate" amounts of human interaction, exercise and intellectual 
stimulation, according to papers filed in federal court this week.
The lawyers and officials at the U.S. military prison said that Dossari is not in isolation or solitary confinement, though 
he is held in a cell with solid walls and can communicate verbally with other detainees only through the narrow food 
tray slot in his door when it is left open. They also said that Dossari has established "a cordial relationship with 
members of his interrogation team" and has eaten pizza, watched movies and played checkers with them during 29 
interrogation sessions over the past two years.
 
Detainee Jumah Dossari has attempted suicide multiple times and is now on a hunger strike.
Dossari, 32, a Bahraini national, is under close medical supervision at the U.S. Naval Hospital at the Guantanamo Bay 
base after a suicide attempt. He tried to hang himself with a makeshift noose and slashed his right arm in a bathroom 
during a visit from his attorney on Oct. 15.
Dossari tried to kill himself again on Monday by ripping the stitches out of his arm wound, according to an affidavit 
filed Wednesday by Capt. John S. Edmondson, the hospital's commander.
Edmondson wrote that it was the ninth time Dossari has attempted suicide since March 2003, something his attorney 
says is an obvious sign of desperation.
"It is both a message and a decision on his part that he would rather die than be there," said Joshua Colangelo-Bryan, 
a New York lawyer with Dorsey & Whitney. He also said that the government is not doing enough to protect Dossari 
and that by keeping him "in the most isolating unit in the entire camp," it is doing irreparable mental harm.
Justice Department lawyers filed papers this week saying that the conditions at Guantanamo Bay are legal and 
humane. They said that Dossari's requests for more access to other detainees, additional reading materials, increased 
contact with his family and access for his lawyers to his medical records "would impose undue burdens" on the 
government.
The lawyers also said that officials have been working to help Dossari but that he does not take his medication and 
refused 72 of 97 exercise sessions they offered. Dossari also is allowed a 15-minute daily hygiene break.
"He has not been kept in isolation," Col. Michael I. Bumgarner, commander of the Joint Detention Group at 
Guantanamo Bay, wrote in an affidavit. "The cells within Camp 5 have solid walls, but allow communication with other 
detainees on the block in addition to daily interactions with guards, medical staff, library personnel and mail delivery 
personnel."
The filing was an unusual glimpse into daily life of a detainee at the facility, and included the first release of specific 
details on Dossari's conditions. Officials typically decline to discuss individual detainees.
Listed as "Inmate 261" in the court papers, Dossari is described as being friendly with his interrogators. The alleged 
enemy combatant has been allowed to watch the graphically violent film "Gladiator" with interrogators, and when he 
enjoyed that "motif" was allowed to watch the film "Troy" with them, Bumgarner wrote.
Colangelo-Bryan said the government's filing suggests that Dossari is no longer of intelligence interest to the U.S. 
government because he has been interrogated only 29 times over the past two years. He also disputed the idea that 
conversations with interrogators -- whom Dossari has accused of seriously abusing him -- amount to meaningful 
human contact.
"The idea of pizza parties and checkers makes me think I should try to find some interrogators for myself," Colangelo-
Bryan said. "It sounds like a slumber party."
He said that Dossari appeared despondent during his visit last weekend and that Dossari's suicide attempt came one 
day after his lawyers were not allowed to return to speak to him. Colangelo-Bryan said he saw Dossari shackled to a 
wheelchair in the hospital, wearing a neck brace.
The court papers confirmed that Dossari is one of several Guantanamo Bay detainees on a hunger strike.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=10687 SOURCE: Washington Post

Guantanamo Inmate Attempts Suicide Again
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 By BEN FOX  ASSOCIATED PRESS WRITER

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico -- A Bahraini man being held at the U.S. prison for terrorism suspects at Guantanamo Bay 
attempted suicide this week for the ninth time and has begun a hunger strike, according to newly released court 
documents.
Juma'a Mohammed al-Dossary tried to kill himself Monday by pulling out sutures on an arm wound he inflicted on 
himself a month earlier, the chief medical officer at Guantanamo, Dr. John Edmondson, said in an affidavit filed in 
federal court in Washington.
Al-Dossary, who has been held since February 2002, also began a hunger strike in the first week of November to 
protest not being included in a group of Bahrainis released from the jail at the U.S. Navy station in eastern Cuba, 
Edmondson, a Navy captain, said.
It was the fourth suicide attempt in 20 months at Guantanamo, where the U.S. military holds about 500 terrorism 
suspects, said Lt. Col. Jeremy Martin, a detention center spokesman. No detainees have died at the prison since it 
opened, officials say.
The doctor's affidavit, filed late Wednesday, came in response to a request from al-Dossary's lawyers that a judge 
order conditions be eased for the 32-year-old detainee.
"He's living under conditions that he finds unbearable and he's been told that he'll live that way for the rest of his life," 
said Joshua Colangelo-Bryan, one of the attorneys.
The lawyers contend al-Dossary has been kept in isolation for about two years and denied sufficient time to exercise 
and adequate reading material. They also say lights are kept on in his cell all night and he is not allowed regular 
access to other detainees.
Col. Michael Bumgarner, who manages the jail, said in an affidavit that al-Dossary has not been kept in isolation and 
that for the past six months he has been housed in an area where detainees are offered two hours of exercise per 
day, can freely talk to each other and have access to a library. Lights are dimmed at night, he said.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=10686 SOURCE: Seattle Post Intelligencer

UN Rejects Restrictive Guantánamo Visit
David Fickling
  
The UN's special rapporteur on torture has turned down an offer to visit Guantánamo Bay after the US refused to 
grant the UN's experts unfettered access to the prison.

The UN's panel of experts said that restrictions imposed by the US would make it impossible to judge the conditions 
under which around 500 detainees from the war on terror are being held at the camp.
"We deeply regret that the United States government did not accept the standard terms of reference for a credible, 
objective and fair assessment of the situation of the detainees at the Guantánamo Bay detention facility," they said in 
a statement. "These terms include the ability to conduct private interviews with detainees." Special rapporteur Martin 
Nowak said that the US's stance compared poorly with that of China, which had allowed unrestricted access to its jails.
The announcement comes as 25 former Guantánamo detainees gather in London to discuss torture, secret prisons and 
rendition - the practice of sending suspects for interrogation to countries with poor human rights records - at a 
conference sponsored by Amnesty International and Reprieve.

Amnesty spokesman Neil Durkin said the absence of full scrutiny at the camp heightened the risk of abuse. "If the 
Americans say they're running a clean operation why do they not allow the UN specialist on torture to visit?"
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He also warned that other abuses could be ongoing in less prominent prisons. "Guantánamo is a very visible symbol of 
what's gone wrong in the way the US fights the war on terror, but we're concerned that that's the visible tip of a much 
bigger iceberg," he said.
The Washington Post reported earlier this month that detainees are being held in CIA-run secret prisons in eastern 
Europe, part of a worldwide network of "black prisons" operated by the US's army and intelligence services.
But European governments have made little diplomatic noise about the issue, according to US officials. Washington's 
regional diplomat for Europe, Daniel Fried, said yesterday that it had not been a major subject during his tour of 
Europe last week, although he acknowledged there was a public debate over US detainee policies. "I have not heard a 
great deal from my European colleagues," he told reporters.
It was revealed this week that the US has detained more than 83,000 people in its four-year war on terror, of which 
14,500 remain in jail. Some 108 are known to have died in US army and CIA custody, including 26 deaths which have 
been investigated as homicides.
On Tuesday, the US senate passed an amendment allowing Guantánamo detainees to appeal the verdicts of courts 
martial to America's federal courts, although proposals to allow detainees to challenge their indefinite detention were 
rejected.
The amendment comes as part of a defence bill sponsored by Republican senator John McCain to outlaw torture of 
detainees in US custody. The bill is opposed by the White House, which wants to exempt the CIA from the provisions 
banning torture.
A Bahraini man held in Guantánamo tried to kill himself on Monday by pulling sutures out of an arm wound he inflicted 
on himself last month, according to court documents filed in Washington.
Juma'a Muhammad al-Dossary, who has been held in Guantánamo since February 2002, has made eight previous 
suicide attempts and has been on hunger strike for several weeks in protest at the US's refusal to free him along with 
a group of Bahraini prisoners recently released from the camp.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=10685 SOURCE: The Guardian

We Were Tortured At Camp

By KANWAL HAMEED

ALLEGATIONS of torture, beatings, humiliation and desecration of the Quran were made yesterday by three Bahrainis 
released from Guantanamo Bay earlier this month. US prison guards interrupted prayers by stepping on detainees' 
heads, stamped on copies of the Quran, threw the Quran in the toilet and physically assaulted those who did not 
follow orders, they said.
It was the first time the three Bahrainis have spoken publicly about their incarceration since they arrived back in 
Bahrain on November 5.
Abdulla Majid Al Nuaimi, 24, Salman bin Ebrahim Al Khalifa, 26, and Adel Kamel Hajee, 41, painted a chilling picture 
of life inside the infamous US military camp - saying one of the worst aspects was that they never knew what might 
happen to them next.
"The living quarters were like animal pens," said Mr Hajee, who claimed he was taken from a jail in Kandahar, 
Afghanistan, to Guantanamo Bay on a trip that lasted almost 24 hours.
During the journey he said detainees were given no food and prevented from sleeping, speaking or resisting the 
bound conditions imposed upon them. 
He claimed they were beaten in the head and throttled by soldiers if they disobeyed.
"(In Kandahar) I saw prisoners who were praying and while they were genuflecting (putting their forehead to the 
floor) I saw soldiers step on their heads," he said.
Mr Hajee also said he had seen detainees on hunger strike being beaten, force-fed and tied to their beds.
Most of the 42 nationalities at Guantanamo Bay were Gulf nationals from Saudi Arabia and Yemen, he added. 
Mr Hajee was speaking in a Press conference at the Al Nuaimi family home, Riffa, attended by fellow former detainees 
Abdulla Al Nuaimi and Shaikh Salman.
Also present was outspoken advocate for the detainees MP Mohammed Khalid.
During the Press conference, Mr Al Nuami said he had both seen and been a victim of abuse and religious humiliation 
at the hands of his captors. 
"I saw soldiers throw a Quran into a pail (used as a toilet)," he said.
"I was given a Quran to read and I often saw on the pages inside there were the prints of the soldier's boots."
He claimed that military personnel at the camp prevented him from taking the desecrated Quran with him when he 
left the prison.
Mr Al Nuami said he had not seen fellow Bahraini detainee Juma Al Dossary being abused, but confirmed that he had 
seen physical abuse meted out to other detainees. 
He added there was no logical reason why himself, Mr Hajee and Shaikh Salman had been released instead of the 
remaining three Bahrainis Salah Abdul Rasool Al Blooshi, Essa Al Murbati and Al Dossary.
"It's like George Bush has six Bahraini dinars, 100 riyals and he's giving them out as he pleases," he said.
The four declined to talk in detail about their personal health, but MP Mohammed Khalid answered a question about 
their condition - saying they were all "fine".
"They're fine physically and mentally, better than me even," he said. "They're here in front of you, aren't they?"
However, Shaikh Salman declined to speak at the Press conference and had to be helped up so he could leave around 
15 minutes after it started.
He allowed Mr Al Nuaimi to speak on his behalf and exited the Press conference supported by Abdulla Hajee, brother 
of released detainee Adel. 
Mr Hajee said Shaikh Salman was complaining of a headache and tiredness, but added that he was "very shy".
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Both Mr Al Nuaimi and Mr Hajee said they were captured in Afghanistan by Pakistani officials.
When asked why they went to Afghanistan in the first place, Mr Hajee said he had gone to provide humanitarian aid. 
"I wanted to help people in the war-torn areas between Pakistan and Afghanistan," he said.
"I had heard that Afghanistan was not accepting Muslims or Arabs, so I travelled there indirectly through Iran. I was 
not worried when I was in Afghanistan because I wasn't there to do anything wrong."
However, Mr Al Nuaimi was more defensive and said it was his right to be there as a Muslim - describing the war in 
Afghanistan as a war on Islam.
"It is an invalid question because it is the right of every Muslim to visit any Muslim country and that is the answer," he 
said. "The actual question is why did the US go to Pakistan and Afghanistan? Not why did I go."
When asked if he was a member of Al Qaeda, as the US alleged, he said no.
But he claimed that distinctions among the global Muslim community are imposed by the US and said all Muslims are the 
same. 

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=10682 SOURCE: Gulf Daily News

We Are All in GITMO Now - Senate Bill Threatens Civil Rights for All

By BRIAN J. FOLEY
After four years of silence, the Senate on Tuesday voted 84-14 to limit federal court jurisdiction over cases filed by 
prisoners at Guantanamo Bay (GTMO). We still have time, however, to try to steer Congress toward the smarter 
option, which is to increase federal courts' ability to review these cases, and to strengthen the legal process used at 
GTMO tribunals.
The proposal results from a compromise over a defense bill amendment that Senator Lindsey Graham (R-S.C.) 
proposed last week, and which the Senate approved Monday. That amendment would have nullified the US Supreme 
Court's decision in Rasul v. Bush, 542 U.S. 466 (2004), which held that non-US citizen prisoners at GTMO may file 
habeas corpus petitions challenging their imprisonment as well as claims under federal law concerning the conditions 
of their confinement; Graham's amendment would have stripped foreign "enemy combatants" of any right to federal 
court review of their convictions by military commissions, and would have allowed only limited federal appellate 
review of GTMO tribunal determinations that prisoners are "enemy combatants" who may be imprisoned indefinitely. 
The compromise amendment passed Tuesday, brokered Monday night by Senator Carl Levin (D-Mich.) and backed by 
Graham, permits some, albeit limited, federal appellate review over GTMO tribunals and military commissions. (There 
is no mention of prisoners held at CIA secret prisons in former Iron Curtain countries.) But the court review is too 
limited to provide any real benefits. 
What 84 Senators apparently don't understand is that using rigorous legal process at GTMO to determine whether a 
prisoner is an "enemy combatant," or whether he is guilty of particular crimes, is an important weapon in the "war on 
terror." When our military and intelligence know that only solid evidence -- instead of hearsay, coerced confessions, 
and evidence kept secret from the accused -- can be used to support detentions, and that a federal judge will review 
the proceedings, they will investigate more thoroughly. We will be far more certain that we're holding the right 
people, instead of, for example, mere dupes that the real terrorists have handed over, or innocent people captured by 
mistake. Imprisoning innocent people can spur others to violence against us. Shoddy investigations and kangaroo 
courts merely endanger the public.
On the other hand, requiring our officials to roll up their sleeves and ferret out reliable evidence would protect the 
public, by sharpening our investigators' skills and building knowledge about terrorists and their networks. In the long 
run, such seasoned and nuanced intelligence will protect us far more than convictions based on beatings and hearsay. 
Rigorous process also provides a check on Executive power. Without it, we can't know if our leaders are telling us the 
truth when they say they're making progress and capturing dangerous terrorists  our leaders can't even be certain 
themselves.
So the Senate made a grave mistake Tuesday. It did not strengthen GTMO procedures. It voted to limit the 
availability of court review of detentions that could have developed under Rasul v. Bush. The proposal limits court 
review to the D.C. Circuit (which limits fact-finding). All that can be appealed as of right is the Combatant Status 
Review Tribunal's rulings on whether a prisoner is an "enemy combatant," and a military commission's conviction of 
an enemy combatant for particular crime where the accused was sentenced to death, or for more than 10 years. 
Constitutional challenges to the processes are also permitted, but how sweeping they may be is unclear. 
Five major problems are apparent. First, the limited judicial review won't prevent the government from holding 
prisoners indefinitely; if "enemy combatant" status determinations for new prisoners are delayed indefinitely, there is 
nothing to review. There is no right to a speedy trial at GTMO; even if there were, the Senate's proposal would not let 
a prisoner, languishing in his cage, pursue that right. 
Second, there is no right to review of military commission sentences that are less than 10 years; any review of these 
cases is at the D.C. Circuit's discretion. Military commissions might regularly mete out sentences of just under ten 
years, to avoid review. In this way the Administration could protect convictions based on weak or unreliable evidence, 
or fraught with procedural error. The more the Administration can stack the D.C. Circuit with "Executive-friendly" 
judges, the less likely there will be any discretionary reviews.
Third, the Senate proposal won't fix the problems of capturing and holding the wrong people (increasing the risk that 
real terrorists will slip away, and that the injustice will increase their ranks). A review limited to "Constitutional" 
problems will not reach evidentiary and procedural flaws that do not rise to that level but nonetheless cast doubt on 
the accuracy of a tribunal's verdict. 
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Fourth, the Senate's proposal will not fix the problem that, when convictions are easy, our investigators can shirk their 
duty to develop and sharpen their investigative skills. The proposal, in fact, exacerbates this problem.
Fifth, the proposal is also misguided in its effort to promote "GTMO tort reform": it bars prisoners' claims addressing 
their living conditions or treatment. (One Senator called such cases "lawsuit abuse.") The result? There will be no real 
deterrence against torture and other mistreatment. The roundly applauded and overwhelmingly approved proposal by 
Senator John McCain (R-Ariz.) to prohibit inhumane treatment of any person detained by the US will be reduced to an 
empty, feel-good gesture. It can't be enforced outside the courts. 
Limiting such "lawsuit abuse" might make Senators feel good, but it endangers the public. Information  including 
baseless allegations  of torture and cruelty will slip through the bars of the GTMO cages, and travel to distant lands. 
Lacking a court as a forum, there will be no way for US officials to show that they aren't torturing captives. Our 
leaders' objections, promises and assurances to the world will fall flat. Resentment and anger against our country will 
rise.
Perhaps most of all, the Senate's (and, for that matter, the Supreme Court's) distinction between US citizens and non-
US citizens in the "war on terror" will ultimately collapse -- to the detriment of US citizens. Why? Because it's an 
irrational distinction, based on the mere sentimentality of nationalism. At some point, our leaders might decide that, if 
it's "necessary" in this "war" to deny the right to full judicial process and review for non-US citizens, it will be doubly 
necessary to deny these rights to US citizens suspected of terrorism. That's because American "enemy combatants" 
are much more dangerous than non-US citizens. Holding US passports, they can enter our country freely. They can 
blend in better than foreigners, and plot and plan undetected. If there is, as 84 Senators seem to believe, a 
relationship between the level of danger a person poses and the amount of judicial process we should give him, then 
common sense says that US citizens who are "enemy combatants" should get the least process of all. That's where 
the Senate's (and the Administration's) illogic is leading us, and it won't make us any safer. 
We must recognize that using weak process, and preventing full and impartial review of GTMO tribunal decisions, is a 
wrongheaded plan that benefits no one but the politicians who are (all of a sudden) pushing it on us. Vigorous process 
is a powerful weapon for fighting elusive terrorists and their shadowy networks. When it comes to protecting the 
public against terrorism, the Executive should not be left to its own flawed and dangerous devices.
One of the most important pieces of legislation concerning our national security is now on its way to the House of 
Representatives. Its members must step up and correct the Senate's mistake. 
Brian J. Foley is a professo at Florida Coastal School of Law. Email him at brian_j_foley@yahoo.com. Visit his website 
at www.brianjfoley.com.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=10678 SOURCE: Counterpunch.org

November 19, 2005

Guantánamo: The United States’s Torture

Isabel Hilton 

The United Nations has cancelled its fact-finding mission to Guantánamo Bay, citing American obfuscation. Isabel 
Hilton reports from a London conference where ex-Guantánamo detainees reveal what the United States prefers to 
hide. 
As prisoners in Guantánamo Bay reached the hundredth day of a mass hunger-strike, two United Nations special 
rapporteurs, who have been denied private access to prisoners in the United States prison camp, spoke out in London 
against the US’s failure to “meet the minimum international standards of independent fact-finding”. 
  
 Listen to testimonies of ill-treatment and abuse from Badar Zaman Badar and Moazzem Begg, two ex-Guantánamo 
detainees, at the end of this article
 
  
Manfred Novak, UN special rapporteur on torture and Paul Hunt, UN rapporteur on the right to health, are among a 
group of UN representatives who have requested access to Guantánamo Bay and other places of detention. Over a 
year of negotiation, the group made several concessions to US government conditions, including accepting a one-day 
visit – scheduled for 6 December – in lieu of three days, and the exclusion of Paul Hunt from the group. 
But on 17 November, the UN representatives announced that they had cancelled the trip, because the US refused to 
permit access to the detainees. “We were not going to be allowed direct access, much less private access,” said 
Manfred Novak. “It would have been a breach of our most basic guidelines.”
Paul Hunt told openDemocracy that he made four requests to visit Guantánamo in the past two years, because of 
consistent and credible reports of worrying deterioration in the physical and mental health of prisoners in Guantánamo 
and the frequency of reported suicide attempts. 
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“This is especially regrettable”, he said, “because the protection of human rights is one of the central purposes of the 
United Nations, agreed by all member-states in the opening sentences of the UN charter. And, as an independent 
special rapporteur of the United Nations, it is my duty to do what I can to ensure that the human right within my 
mandate is respected at all times and in all places. The writ of international human rights does not stop at the gate of 
Guantánamo Bay. It is imperative that Guantánamo Bay and other facilities do not escape the international 
accountability that has been carefully constructed by states in recent decades to safeguard the human rights of 
individuals.”
“To those who argue that the detainees are ‘bad people’”, he continued, “I would say that whether they are good or 
bad, the rule of law extends to them, because they are human beings. That is what distinguishes a system of 
government based on the rule of law from one based on the arbitrary exercise of power. 
The rule of law cannot be applied selectively. A state cannot respect the rule of law in one place and not in another, to 
one group of people but not another. The rule of law is not to be turned on and off like a tap.”
“The tip of the iceberg” 
The rapporteurs have also requested access to other places of detention. There has been no reply from Afghanistan or 
Iraq, Novak said. In April, the US government asked them to concentrate on Guantánamo in order that they be 
granted access this year. “In the spirit of compromise”, said Novak, “we agreed to concentrate on Guantánamo Bay.” 
He stressed that the rapporteurs had not lost interest in other places of detention, including the secret places of 
detention that the CIA has called “black sites”.
There are currently 505 prisoners in Guantánamo, 200 of whom joined a hunger-strike in July. A second hunger-strike 
has been maintained by an estimated 150 detainees since 11 August. “They are dying, mentally and physically, every 
day”, said the lawyer Clive Stafford Smith. 
Shaker Aamer, a resident of Britain for twenty years and a client of Stafford Smith, has lost half his body weight in the 
last 100 days and has told his lawyer that he wants to die. “All he is asking for is the rule of law and to be treated 
with dignity”, said Stafford Smith.
Defence lawyers for the Guantánamo Bay prisoners need security clearance to visit their clients, but this is given only 
to United States citizens. Statements their clients make and reports on their treatment and conditions are also 
deemed classified by the US military authorities and can only be made public after clearance. 
But despite the secrecy surrounding the real conditions in Guantánamo, Irene Khan, secretary-general of Amnesty 
International, described it as the “public face” of a system of illegal, secret detention that involves many more 
facilities. Clive Stafford Smith estimates that 14,000 prisoners are being held secretly and illegally in various 
detention-centres, including prisons in Iraq.
“Guantánamo is the tip of the iceberg”, said Irene Khan. Amnesty recently published details of three Yemeni nationals 
who were seized in Tanzania, interrogated and tortured over two years in a series of US-run facilities, then handed 
back to the Yemeni government, which continues to hold them without trial at the request of the United States. 
“Death in custody, disappearance, torture and secret detention are all crimes under international law”, she said.
Moazzem Begg, a British citizen who was held in Bagram airbase, Afghanistan, and then in Guantánamo for a total of 
three years before being released without charge, said that normal life for him ended the day he was detained. He 
had seen terrible tortures at Bagram and in Guantánamo, he told the meeting, but he had also met kind and humane 
US officers. 
“They were horrified at the news from Abu Ghraib, and asked me to tell the world that they were not like that. They 
were not, but there were plenty who were”, he said. “Despite the humanity of some officers, I also saw things that 
could have come from a Nazi or a communist torture manual.” A guard in Bagram had told him that the only way he 
could do his job was to regard the prisoners as subhuman.
At one point, Moazzem Begg said, the US military had asked him to be a witness against officers guilty of abuses. 
“Three years in detention, and the only suggestion of legal process was to be asked to be a witness against my jailors. 
If this continues”, he said, “I can guarantee that violence and terror will only proliferate.”
Clive Stafford Smith enumerated several cases of torture among his clients. Benyam Mohammed, he said, a British 
resident, had been tortured for eighteen months. “They stripped him one day and cut his penis repeatedly with razor-
blades. They did it every day until he signed anything they put in front of him.”
Benyam Mohammed confessed, he said, to having dinner with four top al-Qaida leaders and the “shoe-bomber” 
Richard Reid in Pakistan on 21 April 2002. “Anyone who believes that”, said Stafford Smith, “believes in fairy stories. 
Those people have never been in a room together and certainly not with Benyam Mohammed. But now he has been 
charged and a confession obtained under torture will be used against him. It is unworthy of the United States.” 

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=10706 SOURCE: Open Democracy.net

Better Facilities For Juma Denied

By kanwal hameed
manama: The US government has opposed a legal plea for an improvement in the living conditions of Bahraini 
detainee at Guantanamo Bay, Juma Al Dossary, made following his eighth alleged suicide attempt.
Lawyers for the three Bahrainis still at the infamous high-security prison have said his repeated suicide attempts are a 
direct result of the conditions of his confinement.
The US document, filed at the US District Court of Columbia, contends there are no solitary confinement facilities at 
Guantanamo Bay and that Mr Al Dossary "has not been kept in isolation".
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It also says that Mr Al Dossary has been granted visits to the prison priest and library and provided with board games 
and novels, according to the commander of the Guantanamo Bay Joint Detention Group.
The document contains a declaration by Naval Hospital commander Dr John Edmundson which claims that Mr Al 
Dossary has "undergone extensive in-person psychiatric care" but has rejected therapy and medication offered by 
mental support facilities at the prison camp.
The detainees' lawyers described the US arguments as "highly questionable". "The government contends there is no 
solitary confinement facility but goes on to say Mr Al Dossary is in a cell with solid walls and communicates with 
others through a food slot," said Mark Sullivan from the New York-based Dorsey and Whitney law firm.
"It contends that Mr Al Dossary has a fair amount of human interaction - that he is allowed to meet his interrogators 
and has watched films, eaten pizza and played chequers with them during interrogation sessions.
The interaction - including "meetings with mail delivery personnel" - "falls well short of the type of human interaction 
we believe Mr Al Dossary needs to regain his physical and mental well being", Mr Sullivan said.
Given his mental and physical condition, it was "extremely inappropriate" to house in Camp 5, the prison's most 
restrictive living facility, he added. The legal team will file a reply to the US government's opposition on Monday, he 
said.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=10717  SOURCE: Gulf Daily News

State Dept. Offers Limited Gitmo Access

BARRY SCHWEID
Associated Press

WASHINGTON - The Red Cross is free to visit detainees at Guanatano Bay but the United States will not permit visits 
by U.N. human rights experts "just to avoid a row," the State Department said Friday.
"Our purpose is to run a facility in a proper way and act according to our rules and our laws as part of an international 
armed conflict," spokesman Adam Ereli said.
That, he said, "is what we are engaged in and which is why Guantanamo exists."
The Red Cross, however, can visit and talk to detainees. "That's right and proper, and that's how we operate 
Guantanamo," he said.
U.N. human rights experts said Friday in Geneva, Switzerland, they would not accept an Oct. 27 invitation from the 
Pentagon to visit the military priosn because U.S. officials barred them from talking privately with detained terror 
suspects.
As a result, the experts said, it would be impossible for them to fairly assess conditions at the facility.
The United States holds about 500 prisoners at its Guantanamo base in Cuba. The inmates are accused of links to the 
al-Qaida terror network or Afghanistan's ousted Taliban regime. Most are held without charge or trial under the 
classification of enemy combatants, which the United States says does not accord them the same rights as prisoners 
of war under the Geneva Conventions.
"Frankly," Ereli said, "we believe we have been very forthcoming" with the human rights experts. "We have offered 
them the same access to this facility as we offer elected representativces of the American people."
Ereli said members of Congress have visited Guantanamo and the human rights experts would have the same 
treatment.
"We think that's more than good enough," Ereli said. "And it's unfortunate if they don't think so."

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=10714  SOURCE: Centre Daily Times

November 20, 2005

Gitmo Hunger Striker in ‘Imminent Danger’ of Death: Lawyer

Agence France Presse 
  
WASHINGTON, 20 November 2005 — The lawyer for a detainee at the US military prison in Guantanamo, Cuba said 
Friday that his hunger-striking client was in “imminent danger” of death or serious organ damage despite being force-
fed.
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Washington lawyer Thomas Wilner said Kuwaiti detainee Fawzi Al-Odah has been losing weight even though his US 
military captors have been force-feeding him through a nose tube since early September, several weeks after Odah, 
27, launched his hunger strike on Aug. 8.

“The time we went down (to Guantanamo) in October, he had gone to 112 pounds (51 kilograms), and now in 
November he was down to 98 pounds (44.5 kilograms),” said Wilner, who returned from the prison on Nov. 7.

“Whether they are not doing it adequately or competently, I don’t know, but the continued weight loss shows that 
something is wrong,” Wilner said.

Wilner said he obtained the weight information during his last visit, during which Odah passed the lawyer his own 
medical files.

Wilner said he did not know how the detainee had obtained the files, which Wilner showed to doctors to assess Odah’s 
condition.

“According to the doctors we have consulted with, his continuous weight loss shows that their force-feeding is not 
working and he is in imminent danger of dying or at least suffering permanent organ damage.” Wilner said he had 
received information recently suggesting Odah has regained about one pound.

However, he said that he can only determine his client’s health in monthly visits to the US Navy prison facility.

“I don’t know today how he is because the government does not give medical records. So I can only discover how he 
is each time I am able to go down there.”

Out of an estimated 35 Guantanamo detainees on a hunger strike in mid-November to protest prison conditions, 24 
are being force-fed by tubes or intravenously, according to Pentagon data recently obtained by Newsweek magazine.
 
http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=10731 SOURCE: Arab News

Bahrainis Intend To Sue Washington For Being Tortured At Guantanamo

Three of the released Bahraini citizens who were detained in US Guantanamo detention center talked about torture 
they were exposed to together with other prisoners during their detention which lasted for 4 years.

In a press conference in the Bahraini capital Manama, one detainee talked about the cases of defiling the Quran book 
saying that "the Quran copy which I had kept was stamped by the shoes of the American soldier." 

Another former detainee, Adel Kalem, said he was exposed to physical and psychological torture in Qandahar and 
Guantanamo, noting that physical torture in Guantanamo was in different forms of beating and exposed to chilly cold 
and electricity current.

The released men: Sheikh Salman Bin Ibrahim al-Khaleifa, Abdullah al-Nueimi and Adel Kamel expressed their 
determination to sue the American administration over the psychological and physical damages inflected on them

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=10734 SOURCE: Arabic News.com
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