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Lawyers Visit Detainees

By KANWAL HAMEED

LAWYERS for the six Bahraini detainees at Guantanamo Bay arrived at the prison camp in Cuba yesterday from New 
York.

This is the fifth visit by the team, headed by attorney Joshua-Colangelo Bryan.

"The last visit was a bit worrying," said human rights activist Nabeel Rajab, who spoke with the lawyers before their 
departure.

"The lawyers were unable to see all of them. Essa Al Murbati was in hospital and the authorities would not let his 
lawyers visit him. Till now, nobody knows what his condition is."

Mr Al Murbati was reportedly hospitalised after taking part in a hunger strike along with more than 200 other 
detainees, all of whom have been held without trial for over three years.

Previous attempts by the lawyers to get information about his physical condition were blocked by prison officials and 
the US government, says Mr Colangelo-Bryan. 

"The US government told us that we would not be permitted to meet any client in the hospital during our entire visit. 
In this way, the government could prevent us from seeing our clients at all, during a very critical period," he told the 
GDN previously.

Mr Rajab said that he was hoping that this visit would see the Bahraini inmates in better condition.

"We are hoping for happier news," said the vice-president of the Bahrain Centre for Human Rights, dissolved by the 
government last year for allegedly breaking the law governing societies' activities.

Mr Rajab said the lawyers had praised the "good work" of non-governmental organisations, particularly the 
BCHR,which have been working with other human rights organisations and the US Centre for Constitutional Rights. 

Lawyers also pointed out that five Kuwaiti detainees were set to be released, largely due to the dialogue between the 
Kuwaiti and US governments, said Mr Rajab.

"Now what we need to see is good work from our government," he said.

The other five Bahraini detainees at Guantanamo Bay are Juma Mohammed Al Dossary,

 http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=10069     SOURCE: Gulf Daily News

Detainees Suffer Psychiatric Problems In Gitmo

By Salmy Hashim who was one of 7 US-based journalists invited by the Department of State to tour the 
Guantanamo detention centre

GUANTANAMO BAY, Cuba, Oct 17 (Bernama) -- Four years in detention and possibly more with no recourse for a free 
and fair trial could be pushing more and more detainees in Guantanamo Bay towards mental breakdown.
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Dr John Edmonson, head of the medical facility for inmates at the infamous detention camp or Gitmo, said here most 
of the detainees were brought to him for psychiatric problems.

He said 10-15 per cent of the 505 detainees were suffering from "significant psychiatric diseases" that included 
depression and personality disorder.

Living behind their tiny cells with only the basic necessities, these detainees get recreation time ranging from 30 
minutes three times a week for Camp 5 detainees (maximum security) to 1-2 hours a day for Camp 4 residents 
(medium security). But most of the day these detainees are in their cells.

During recreation time at Camp 4 (one of the five camps at Camp Delta), prisoners were seen milling around the 
recreation yard playing basketball, chatting at picnic tables while playing checkers or chess.

Often times, an inmate or two can be seen crouching in a corner of the fence staring blankly into space by 
themselves.

Dr Edmonson, who have headed the hospital for more than two years said at least 34 inmates had attempted to 
commit suicide, but failed, by trying to hang themselves with a blanket or clothing.

The average age of his patients is 34 - the youngest 20 (18 when he first arrived) and the oldest 72. His patients had 
received various kinds of treatment including for battle wounds, high blood pressure, diabetes, heart surgery and 
removal of cancerous tumor from a detainee's chest.

"Nobody has died in the camp," said Dr Edmonson, who pointed out that detainees received the same level of medical 
care as the soldiers.

Sgt Maj Anthony Mendez said detainees do get violent and guards get assaulted 2 - 3 times a week -- head-butting, 
kicking, or throwing urine or feces at guards are common. "The guards simply clean themselves up and get back to 
work." Plexiglasses are installed to prevent future incidents.

The strain is not only on the detainees, but has affected soldiers guarding them. A soldier recently committed suicide 
and died of gunshot wound.

Meanwhile, 24 prisoners are on hunger strike to protest their indefinite detention. The longest at almost 8 weeks.

"We force-feed them with nutritious fluids containing a combination of sugar, protein, fat and vitamins. It contains 
complete nutrition -- they can stay on it forever," said Dr Edmonson.

He added the detainees were cooperative when the tubes were inserted into their stomachs -- and they were free to 
walk or play during recreation time. Tubes are removed from detainees who are fasting during the month of 
Ramadan.

Although not banned under international law, force-feeding of prisoners is prohibited under the World Medical 
Association's 1975 Declaration of Tokyo, endorsed by the American Medical Association.

The International Committee of the Red Cross also strongly advises against it.

The 505 inmates, from 40 different countries and speak 17 different languages, are guarded and monitored by at 
least 2,100 US soldiers from the Joint Task Force (JTF) Guantanamo, led by Maj Gen Jay W. Hood.

Camp Delta, also nicknamed "the wire" by GI's, are heavily guarded by observation posts, layers of chain link fences, 
green netting, barbed wires and cameras. Visitors would have to go through three or four locked gates before finally 
seeing the camp grounds.

Six journalists from predominantly Islamic countries -- Malaysia, Indonesia, Pakistan and Bangladesh -- were invited 
by the State Department to tour the detention camps located inside the American naval base in Cuba.

The US leases the sprawling grounds from the government of Cuba for US$4,000 a year, but the cheques have not 
been cashed by Cuban leader Fidel Castro since 1961. The lease can only be broken if both parties agree to it.

 http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=10068     SOURCE: Bernama.com
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Rights Push To Free 'Bay Six'

HUMAN rights activists may fly to the US to push for the release of six Bahrainis held without trial for more than three 
years at Guantanamo Bay. 

A Bahrain Human Rights Watch Society delegation hopes to visit the Pentagon and the US State Department month.

The request for their visit was discussed as members met US Ambassador to Bahrain William Monroe at the US 
Embassy yesterday.

The meeting was attended by BHRWS general secretary Houda Nonoo, vice- secretary general Tariq Al Saffar, general 
advisor lawyer Omar Al Mardhi, regional and international relations director Faisal Fulad and Press and media director 
Ahdeya Ahmed.

Mr Monroe promised to put forward their request for the five of them to meet with US officials at the Pentagon and 
the Department of State to seek the release of the Bahraini detainees, Ms Ahmed said in a statement after the 
meeting. 

"We also expressed our concern to Ambassador Monroe about how the US has always set an example as a role model 
for democracy and how the issue of Guantanamo has deteriorated the image of the greatest democracy in the world," 
she said.

"We sincerely hope that through efforts exerted by different parties, the six Bahrainis will return home. 

"We are very much concerned about their health especially concerning the hunger strike and any violation of their 
rights in the prison, starting with the fact that they are held without any charges or a trial."

Ms Ahdeya said that any positive step forward in this direction would certainly contribute towards the further 
enhancement of the US-Bahrain relations.

The detainees, who have been in detention for over three years, are Essa Al Murbati, Juma Mohammed Al Dossary, 
Salah Abdul Rasool Al Balooshi, Adel Kamel Haji, Shaikh Salman bin Ebrahim Al Khalifa and Abdulla Majid Al Nuaimi.

None of the detainees have been granted prisoner-of-war status and nor been brought before a competent tribunal to 
determine their status, as required by the Third Geneva Convention.

At the meeting the society also stated it highly supported the historical relationship between the US and Bahrain.

It also stated its appreciation of efforts by the Foreign Ministry, NGOs and the families of the detainees to reach an 
agreement with US authorities concerning the release of the six Bahrainis held in Guantanamo without a trial.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=10067     SOURCE: Gulf Daily News

October 18, 2005

How Guantanamo’s 505 Inmates Live With Their Captors 

By Khalid Hasan 

WASHINGTON: Camp Delta, which grew out of the notorious Camp X-Ray that housed the first detainees to arrive in 
this picturesque 45-square mile naval base leased from Cuba a hundred years ago, is actually made up of five camps 
that currently contain 505 inmates, from diehard, unrepentant jihadis to those who are either quite harmless or who 
have had a change of heart and ideological direction.
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A group of six journalists, including this correspondent, flown from Washington last week by the State Department 
with the cooperation of the Department of Defence, did the rounds of what was America’s first overseas military base. 
About 400 miles off the coast of Miami, Florida, Guantanamo – Gitmo for short – includes two and a half miles of 
Guantanamo Bay which empties into the Caribbean Sea. A treaty confirmed the lease in 1934, granting Cuba and her 
trading partners free access through the Bay in exchange for a payment of $2,000 in gold per year. 

Since 1961, when diplomatic relations with the US were severed, Cuba has refused to accept the annual payment, 
though it is still sent by cheques which remain uncashed. Before the Bay of Pigs crisis, nearly 3,000 Cubans worked 
on the base. They have since either returned, retired or died. However, three of them still work on the base, the 
youngest being 76 years old. One of the three to this day does not speak English. The Cubans have been replaced by 
workers from the Philippines and Jamaica. The total population of the base is 8,000.

Last Wednesday, this correspondent visited all five camps that go under the collective name of Camp Delta. Four of 
the camps are located in a cluster inside the same fence, while the fifth one called Camp Five, lies some distance 
away. Camp One has a capacity of 400 and contains 31 percent of the detainees; followed by Camp Two (nine 
percent), Camp Three (10 percent), Camp Four (34 percent) and Camp Five (16 percent). The most “cooperative” of 
the detainees are kept in Camp Four and are allowed a kind of community living. They and the inmates of Camp Five 
wear white, while those in the other three camps wear orange, the colour that has come to be universally associated 
with Guantanamo.

We were told that every allegation about the mistreatment of the detainees is investigated and in the last four years 
400 separate investigations had been held worldwide by the United States government, and 250 people proceeded 
against, including general officers. At Guantanamo, only five investigations have been held since the establishment of 
the detention facility in January 2002. We were told that no day passes when some detainee does not throw things at 
guards or call them names but the guards are under strict instructions not to react but to report the incident. Action is 
taken against the detainee which consists of a withdrawal of some facility or a reprimand or warning. We were shown 
the small 20-bed hospital that can be expanded, if need be, to take care of 30 indoor patients. It has performed 128 
surgeries to date, including one for a cardiac problem and one to remove a malignant tumour. There have been no 
inmate deaths. The hospital also has facilities for psychiatric care.

Guantanamo was hot when we arrived but there is always a sea breeze. Humidity, however, remains high. After a 
long period of drought that turned all vegetation brown, there has been plenty of rain in the last couple of years, 
which has made the enclave prove true to its given name of ‘Pearl of the Antilles’. The place abounds in iguanas who 
seem unafraid of both men and traffic. They are a protected species and there is a fine of $8,000 if you kill one, 
deliberately or through negligence. Other non-human residents of Gitmo are banana rats, vultures, red crabs, 
tarantulas, snakes, scorpions and mosquitoes. The bay is rich in fish and the anglers among its residents will seldom 
have a day without a catch to take home or brag about. The weather remains hot and humid throughout the year 
though the winter months between November and February are said to be pleasant though warm.

Our journalists’ group, which contained two other Pakistanis, one Malaysian, one Indonesian and one Bangladeshi, 
was taken to Camp One first and shown a typical cell which was just eight feet by 6.8 feet. It had a built-in bed with a 
mattress and a few basic items of daily use, including clothing, sheets and towels and a prayer mat. The cell also 
contained a squat-down toilet and a tiny metallic basin where the inmate could wash his face or hands with a spurt of 
water. All meals were delivered through a small window that could only be opened from the outside by one of the 
guards. The most disturbing thing about the cell was its total lack of privacy, the walls being made of meshed wire. 
The cells lay at either side of a long corridor which was patrolled by guards. We were not allowed to talk to any 
detainees as it was said to be a violation of the Geneva Conventions. We were also shown quite confined 
“recreational” areas where the inmates, when they were let out – from 30 minutes a day to an hour – could play with 
a soccer ball to get some exercise. 

Since it is the month of Ramazan, most of the inmates - about 85 percent – were said to be fasting. The call to prayer 
is sounded five times a day by playing a CD recorded in Mecca. Congregational prayers are not permitted except in 
Camp Four. However, we were told that in the other camps, when the azan is sounded, the inmates stand in their 
individual cells and the prayers are led by an imam who has been chosen by popular consent. Each inmate is issued 
with a copy of the Quran and also a couple of games like chess and checkers. In Camp Five, which is a centrally 
airconditioned facility, there are individual cells for each inmate. These are larger and also give privacy to the 
resident. The occupants of this section are maximum security detainees, but since they have been found “compliant”, 
they have been rewarded by being moved to this much nicer facility. Camps Four and Five are also made to serve as 
an “incentive” to the residents of the other three camps who live in a much harsher environment. The incentive is that 
if they behave and cooperate, they too could be moved up to the more congenial Camps Four or Five.

Outside each camp, there is a large sign that says under the name of the camp “Honour bound to defend freedom”. 
Ironically, the main watchtower in one of the camps is called ‘Liberty Tower’. The average age of the detainees is 34 
and the oldest detainee is 72 years of age, while the youngest is 20. When he was brought in, he was only 17. Almost 
all of the inmates wear beards and “Islamic” skullcaps.
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The most diehard and “non-compliant” of the inmates are housed in Camps Two and Three, especially in Camp Two. 
At the hospital that we visited, the doctor in charge told us that 50 percent of the Guantanamo detainees had never 
been seen by a physician before they were brought over. Even more of them had never been examined by a dentist. 
He said everyone who came to the hospital received the same level of care that would be given to a US soldier. He 
said there had been 34 suicide attempts since 2004, none of them successful. Currently, he added, 24 of the inmates 
were on hunger strike, some in “tribute” to the perpetrators of the 9/11 attacks. If an inmate was feared to be 
endangering his life or health, he was fed intravenously or by tubes inserted through his nose to his stomach. There 
were some inmates who refused to take the medication given to them, but they were not forced to take the 
medication. There are five doctors and 12 nurses, male and female, at the hospital. We were given the somewhat 
surprising news that a couple of the inmates of the Camps were Christians. The nationality of the inmates was not 
revealed, but according to a Pakistan embassy official in Washington, there is only one Pakistani among them now. 
Another source places the number at three. Most of the inmates are Saudi or Afghan. There are also Yemenis and 
Central Asians. 

The Guantanamo tour of our group ended on October 15 when we flew to Jackson, Florida, en route to Norfolk, 
Virginia, and from there by bus to Washington, getting home in the small hours of Sunday.

 http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=10082      SOURCE: Daily Times

One of Six Bahraini Detainees in Guantanamo Seriously Ill

MANAMA - One of the six Bahrainis being held at the military prison on Guantanamo Bay, Cuba is hospitalized and 
being force fed, according to his US lawyer.

Lawyer Joshua Colangelo-Bryan just returned from his fifth visit with the Bahraini detainees at the US-run detention 
centre.

“I saw Isa Almurbati, and he has a feeding tube inserted into his nose,” Colangelo-Bryan, a member of the firm 
Dorsey & Whitney, said in a letter Tuesday to the Bahrain Centre for Human Rights.

“He has lost a tremendous amount of weight and looks exhausted. There is nothing to suggest that he will end this 
hunger strike.”

The US naval base at Guantanamo has been use for several hundred prisoners held in the war on terrorism, mostly 
detainees captured in Afghanistan since late 2001.

Colangelo-Bryan, who in late September revealed the five demands being made by the detainees in hunger strikes 
that began in July and August, wrote that he was concerned about his client’s health.

During the lawyer’s last visit in August, he was unable to meet with Almurbati on the first day because he was 
hospitalized. When they met on the second day, the inmate already showed signs of fatigue from the hunger strike.

“I did give to him photographs of his brother and myself from my visit to Bahrain last summer. I could tell from his 
face that he was pleased to see the photographs,” Colangelo-Bryan said in his letter, suggesting that Almurbati was 
unable to speak and that his health condition was serious, according to BCHR Vice President Nabeel Rajab.

At least two relatives of the Bahraini detainees are expected to arrive next month in London to describe the prisoners’ 
suffering at an international human rights conference, according to Rajab. He said that the limited access given to 
families through censored letters had served as harsh punishment against not only the detainees but also their 
relatives.

Last month, detainee Mohammed Al Dossary’s father, who is dying of throat cancer, had pleaded to see his son one 
last time as he slipped in and out of coma at Dammam Hospital in Saudi Arabia, following surgical complications.

The Bahraini press on Tuesday reported “positive progress” from recent talks between Bahraini Minister of State for 
Foreign Affairs Mohammed Abdul Ghaffar and US Ambassador William Monroe, and raising the possibility of the return 
of detainees.

According to US officials, only 24 detainees remain on hunger strikes at Guantanamo, down from an estimated 200 
last month, with seven of them being hospitalized.
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US lawyers earlier this week accused US military medics in federal court of attempting to discourage the detainees 
from continuing their hunger strikes by inserting thick feeding tubes through their noses without using painkillers and 
claiming that they used recycled dirty feeding tubes used on other prisoners. Both charges were denied by US 
government lawyers. 

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=10073      SOURCE: Khaleej Times

October 20, 2005

Gitmo Prisoners Say Troops Force-Fed Them

By BEN FOX
ASSOCIATED PRESS WRITER

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico -- Prisoners on hunger strike at the U.S. prison at Guantanamo Bay say troops force-fed them 
with dirty feeding tubes that have been violently inserted and withdrawn as punishment, according to declassified 
notes released Wednesday by defense attorneys.

The repeated removal and insertion of the tubes has caused striking prisoners to vomit blood and to experience 
intense pain that they have equated with torture, the lawyers reported to a federal judge after visiting their clients at 
the U.S. base in eastern Cuba.

Prisoners said they were taunted by troops who said the treatment was intended to persuade them to end the hunger 
strike that began Aug. 9, the lawyers wrote in affidavits filed as part of a lawsuit in federal court in Washington 
seeking greater access to inmates at the high-security jail for terror suspects.

Lt. Col. Jeremy Martin, a military spokesman for the Guantanamo detention center, said all detainees in the hunger 
strike are closely monitored by medical personnel and mistreatment is not tolerated, though he did not know the 
specific procedures for handling the feeding tubes.

"Detainees ... are treated humanely," Martin said. "Claims to the contrary are wholly inaccurate and blatantly 
misrepresent the excellent work being done here by honorable military and civilian professionals."

Guantanamo officials have said this latest hunger strike began with 76 detainees protesting their confinement. 
Defense lawyers have cited other reasons as well, including complaints about food and water, alleged abuse by guards 
and interrogators and their desire to either face trial or be released.

Yousef al Shehri, 21, of Saudi Arabia, told his lawyers that guards removed a nasal feeding tube from one prisoner 
and reinserted it into another without cleaning it first.

"These large tubes ... were viewed by the detainees as objects of torture," attorney Julia Tarver, whose firm 
represents 10 Saudi detainees, said in an affidavit. "They were forcibly shoved up the detainees' noses and down into 
their stomachs."

At Guantanamo Bay, the U.S. military holds about 500 detainees suspected of terrorist activities. Martin said 25 
detainees are on hunger strike, including 22 who are being force-fed.

The number participating in the strike reached a high of 131 in mid-September when detainees refused meals to 
commemorate the Sept. 11, 2001, terror attacks in the United States, Martin said.

Most detainees participating in the hunger strike are not confined to hospital beds and are permitted to exercise, take 
showers, send and receive mail, visit the detainee library and practice their religion, he said.

Defense lawyers who have visited the prison in recent weeks say their clients have lost substantial weight, appeared 
listless and depressed - and have insisted they will maintain the protest until conditions improve or they are released. 
A judge has not yet ruled on their request for increased access to the detainees and their medical records.

Notes of meetings between attorneys and their clients at the detention center are classified until they have been 
reviewed by the military and cleared for release.
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Joshua Colangelo-Ryan, a lawyer for six men from Bahrain, said one of his clients, Isa al Murbati, has lost about 50 
pounds as a result of the hunger strike.

"There's nothing in my mind that he intends to stop the hunger strike," said Colangelo-Ryan, who returned from 
Guantanamo on Monday.

Tarver, who returned from the base on Oct. 2, said two of her clients were being force-fed and were unable to walk. 
"It's quite a drastic situation," she said.

 http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=10107     SOURCE: Seattle Post Intelligencer

Sex Torture Claim By Guantanamo Prisoner

By Kanwal Hameed

MANAMA

STARTLING new allegations have emerged of the sexual humiliation, beating and torture of a Bahraini detainee by US 
interrogators at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. Juma Mohammed Al Dossary claims he was stripped naked, then humiliated 
by a female interrogator, who squatted nude over him and smeared him with her menstrual blood.

He alleges that on a later occasion he was forced to watch a naked man and woman having sex and was then offered 
sex with the woman if he co-operated during questioning.

Allegations that Al Dossary was brutally beaten and stamped on by up to eight guards, have already been widely 
reported.

Now he wakes screaming from nightmares, suffers heart problems and fears he has been driven into mental illness - 
but trusts no-one to treat him. 

The new claims emerge in interview notes taken by lawyers representing six Bahraini detainees, held without trial for 
more than three years at Guantanamo Bay.

The notes have just been released after being "declassified" by the US authorities, lead lawyer Joshua Colangelo-
Bryan revealed yesterday.

Mr Al Dossary claims that in September 2002, he was taken to an interrogation room at close to midnight on a 
Saturday.

'There was a female interrogator and four MPs (military police) in the interrogation room. One of the MPs had a video 
camera," say the notes.

"The female interrogator told Mr Al Dossary it was his last chance to confess to being a terrorist and a member of Al 
Qaeda and of having been involved in the 9/11 attacks.

"She told Mr Al Dossary that nobody was around because it was a Saturday night and that he would see something 
that he had never seen before."

Mr Al Dossary was allegedly handcuffed and shackled by his hands and feet to the floor, after his arms were yanked 
violently above his head. 

"The female interrogator then signalled to another guard to cut off Mr Al Dossary's clothes with scissors," say the 
notes.

"Mr Al Dossary tried to resist, but the MPs simply pulled the shackle on his handcuffs even harder. Eventually, the MPs 
removed all of Mr Al Dossary's clothing."

The female interrogator allegedly then stripped naked, while standing over Mr Al Dossary.
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She then allegedly smeared her menstrual blood over various parts of his body.

"Mr Al Dossary pulled against his handcuffs to the point that his hands became blue. He spat at the interrogator," say 
the notes.

"The entire episode was captured on camera."

The woman then got dressed and they all left, leaving Mr Al Dossary chained to the floor for several hours. 

In another incident, in mid-2003, Mr Al Dossary was allegedly taken into an interrogation room, from which he could 
see a naked man and woman having sex on a table in an adjoining room.

Once they had finished, the man and woman got dressed and entered the interrogation room.

The man showed Mr Al Dossary pictures of men in traditional Arab dress and asked him to identify them, promising 
him he could have sex with the woman if he co-operated.

Mr Al Dossary refused and after half an hour, the man and woman left.

Further allegations are that when Mr Al Dossary was being held in Afghanistan after his arrest, he saw US Marines 
using pages of the Quran to shine their boots.

He also says he saw a cross had been placed atop a mosque at the Kandahar air base.

It is also alleged that Mr Al Dossary, who is thought to have attempted suicide more than once, has been repeatedly 
denied medical treatment.

He was once left without treatment for several hours, after being bitten by a scorpion, it is alleged.

Mr Al Dossary and other prisoners have also allegedly been fed food with dead scorpions in it.

Conditions have deteriorated this year, according to the notes, released following a visit to the camp last Sunday by 
Mr Colangelo-Bryan and his team.

From March or early April this year guards began restricting Mr Al Dossary to a shower only every five or six days, 
instead of every three days. 

Since early this year, his reading material has been restricted to the Quran and letters from his family arrive long after 
being sent and are heavily censored, say the notes.

Since April, prison authorities have stopped providing him with the multi-vitamins that he had been taking previously.

Mr Al Dossary says in his statement that that his physical condition has deteriorated and says that since 2003 he has 
been experiencing pain and numbness in his neck and left arm and suffers regularly from headaches and nausea, as 
well as sudden rapid increases in his heart rate.

He says that he has been given glasses with the wrong prescription and that his requests for an appointment with an 
optician "have gone unanswered".

It is alleged that "at one point, Mr Al Dossary vomited blood and used the blood to write "I need a cure" on the wall of 
his cell", after which he was allowed multivitamins again.

Mr Al Dossary says he suffers from seizures and nightmares from which he awakens screaming and he believes he 
may now need psychological treatment, but that he does not trust any doctor at the camp.

He claims that detainees were duped into calling off the recent hunger strike, which he says began during July.

Detainees staged the strike to protest at being held without trial, denied medical facilities and being fed rotten food 
and stagnant water.

Mr Al Dossary says that military officers met the alleged instigator of the strikes and agreed that international law 
would be recognised at Guantanamo Bay.
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He also claims that officers agreed to all demands and said that block leaders could be chosen for each cell block, to 
communicate concerns about conditions to prison personnel, who would in turn act on them. 

The report alleges that though conditions were improved very briefly, they reverted to previous state almost 
immediately.

Detainees are said be be considering a more serious hunger strike, under the slogan: "Solve these issues or we want 
to die". 

Mr Colangelo-Bryan has just returned to the US after visiting all six Bahraini detainees.

He says they fear that they will stay in Guantanamo for the rest of their lives because the Bahraini government "does 
not care". 

"However, now the government of Bahrain is the only hope for their release."

Bahrain says talks with US authorities over bringing home the six are progressing.

The other five Bahraini detainees are Essa Al Murbati, Salah Abdul Rasool Al Blooshi, Adel Kamel Hajee, pShaikh 
Salman bin Ebrahim Al Khalifa and Abdulla Majid Al Naimi. 

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=10105     SOURCE: Gulf Daily News

Guantánamo Bay Hunger Strike Enters Third Month

By Richard Phillips

The latest in a series of increasingly determined hunger strikes by Guantánamo prisoners entered its third month last 
week. The protest began on August 8 and has involved over 150 men, or more than a third of all detainees in the US 
navy prison.

The detainees, who are held without charge, are demanding their basic legal rights under the Geneva Conventions. 
They want adequate food and shelter, clean water, the right to challenge their incarceration before an independent 
commission—not the Pentagon’s kangaroo court style panels—and an end to the ongoing physical and psychological 
abuse and to religious persecution. They have vowed to fast until death if their demands are not met.

In line with White House policy, the Pentagon has refused to provide any detailed information on the protest, while 
repeating the lie that prisoners are being treated “humanely”. Last week Captain John Edmondson, head of the 
Guantánamo prison hospital, claimed that “no lives were at risk” and that some of those involved in hunger strike 
were just trying “to get attention”.

But according to Amnesty International and human rights lawyer Clive Stafford Smith, who is representing 42 of the 
hunger strikers, 21 have been admitted to hospital and are being force-fed through nasal catheters. The emaciated 
prisoners are shackled to their beds to stop them removing the tubes.

Stafford Smith told the BBC “Evening News” on September 9 that one of the reasons for the latest hunger strike was 
the ongoing incarceration of children in Guantánamo. He reported that an estimated 20 children were being held in 
the prison, including some in solitary confinement.

While the International Committee of the Red Cross and other human rights organisations have warned that the 
hunger strikers face irreparable damage or death, there has been little media coverage of the desperate protest and 
its consequences.

The latest fast was preceded by an almost month-long protest, beginning on 21 June with a coordinated hunger strike 
in all five camps at Guantánamo. Almost 200 prisoners participated with some detainees refusing food for 26 days. 
Military authorities are reported to have force-fed over 50 men intravenously.
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News of this previous hunger strike was not made public until weeks later when the Pentagon declassified testimony 
given by prisoners to their defence attorneys. Under US military guidelines, all notes of defence attorney-client 
conversations must be submitted to a Virginia military intelligence office, which then decides whether they can be 
released or their contents publicly discussed.

Hand-written testimony by Omar Deghayes, a 35-year-old British resident, gives some indication of the situation 
facing prisoners. He described incarceration in Guantánamo as a “slow death”, where “disrespect to all religious 
rituals” prevailed, prisoners were “degraded and abused” and there was no proper access to medicine, washing 
facilities or sunlight.

Deghayes, who studied law in Britain, has been the target of regular abuse during his almost four-year incarceration. 
He reported that in 2003 prison guards entered his cell “singing and laughing” before spraying him with mace and 
digging their fingers into his eyes while an officer shouted “More! More”. He was assaulted because he had refused to 
submit to a rectal search and has been blind in his right eye since the attack.

Reporting on the third week of the June hunger strike, he wrote that the cellblocks echoed with the sound of groaning 
“thinned-down prisoners coughing up blood or falling unconscious on the floor”. Deghayes said the prison hospital was 
so “inundated with hunger strikers” that many of the fasting detainees had to be moved to the adjoining naval 
hospital, where they were force-fed.

The men ended their protest on July 28, after Guantánamo military chiefs agreed to the establishment of a prisoners’ 
representative committee comprised of six detainees from each jail block. They also pledged that the Guantánamo 
detention centre would comply with the Geneva Conventions within 10 days. The prisoners were told that Defence 
Secretary Donald Rumsfeld had endorsed this agreement.

Broken promises

But this promise was never implemented and as soon as media coverage died down, the abuse resumed, with sexual 
humiliation and the severe beating of several prisoners by the military’s Extreme Reaction Force. When prisoners 
began the current hunger strike on August 8, Guantánamo commanders immediately placed members of the 
prisoners’ representative committee in solitary confinement.

In a written statement released through his lawyer, Ethiopian-born British resident Binyam Mohammed said he and 
scores of other prisoners would fast until death, unless awarded their basic rights. The 27-year-old, who has not been 
charged with any crime, was arrested in Pakistan in July 2002 and then “rendered” to Morocco where he was tortured 
for 18 months. He was moved to Afghanistan and then Guantánamo in early 2004.

He declared: “Bobby Sands petitioned the British government to stop the illegitimate internment of Irishmen without 
trial. He had the courage of his convictions and he starved himself to death. Nobody should believe for one moment 
that my brothers here have less courage...

“We ask only for justice; treat us, as promised under the rules of the Geneva Conventions for Civilian Prisoners while 
we are held, and either try us fairly for a valid criminal charge or set us free.”

In contrast to the Guantánamo detainees, Irish prisoners involved in the 1981 hunger strike were allowed legal, family 
and medical visits. The Pentagon, however, refuses to allow any family members or even independent doctors to visit 
or telephone the Guantánamo hunger strikers. Moreover, the handful of defence attorneys permitted to visit the 
protesting prisoners were only able to do so after launching emergency legal action in US courts on August 30.

Last Friday, defence attorneys petitioned a US federal court to demand military records of prisoners’ medical 
treatments, meal schedules, punishment and hospitalisation during the current and all previous hunger strike 
protests.

A detailed report issued last month by the Center for Constitutional Rights (see link below) details the ongoing 
prisoner resistance to the concentration-camp conditions inside the US military hellhole.

Organised dissent, including hunger strikes and other self-harm protests, began in early 2002, not long after the US 
started incarcerating so-called “illegal combatants” from Afghanistan, Pakistan and other countries in Guantánamo, 
and has been escalating over the past three and a half years.

The first hunger strike started in February 2002 and developed into a rolling fast, which involved over 190 prisoners 
and continued until May 2002. Several prisoners refused food continuously for over 60 days until they were admitted 
to hospital and forced fed.
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In December 2002, detainees began another hunger strike and a coordinated suicide attempt. Eight months later, in 
August 2003, 23 prisoners tried to hang themselves during an eight-day period. The Pentagon claimed these suicide 
attempts were not serious and labeled them “manipulative, self-injurious behavior”.

These protests were in response to interrogation methods introduced when Major General Geoffrey Miller was 
appointed Guantánamo chief in late 2002. These techniques included systematic physical and psychological abuse, 
sexual persecution and the use of dogs to terrorise detainees, which were applied at Abu Ghraib prison after Miller 
was transferred to Iraq.

The fact that scores of detainees are now prepared to starve themselves to death rather than submit to the cruel and 
inhuman conditions at Guantánamo is another damning refutation of White House claims that its so-called “war on 
terrorism” is in “defence of democracy” and further evidence that the Bush administration is guilty of war crimes.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=10103     SOURCE: World Socialist Website

October 21, 2005

U.S. Denies Feeding Tube Misuse at Gitmo

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico - The chief doctor at the U.S. prison at Guantanamo Bay denied allegations by hunger striking 
prisoners that feeding tubes have been misused as a form of punishment, according to an affidavit released Thursday. 

The handling of the hunger striking prisoners "equals or exceeds the standard of care available at accredited hospitals 
in the United States," Edmondson, a Navy captain, said in the affidavit. 

Prisoners also said they were taunted by troops who said the treatment was intended to persuade them to end the 
hunger strike that began Aug. 9. 

A military spokesman on Wednesday denied allegations of abuse but did not know specifics about the use of feeding 
tubes and treatment of striking detainees at the hospital. 

Guantanamo officials have said this latest hunger strike began with 76 detainees protesting their confinement. 
Defense lawyers have cited other reasons as well, including complaints about food and water, alleged abuse by guards 
and interrogators and their desire to either face trial or be released. About 25 are now on strike. 

 http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=10129     SOURCE: Herald News Daily

Recently Declassified Notes Reveal Brutal Treatment of Hunger-Striking Detainees at 
Guantanamo

NEW YORK — After an emergency court hearing on counsel’s right to information regarding the health status and 
medical treatment of Guantánamo hunger strikers late last week, Julia Tarver, an attorney with the New York City-
based law firm of Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison LLP and cooperating counsel with the Center for 
Constitutional Rights, sought and obtained public release of her declaration regarding the situation at the Guantánamo 
facility. Tarver’s notes detail interviews she conducted at Guantánamo with her clients, Yousef Al Shehri, Abduhl-
Rahman Shalabi, and Majid Al Joudi, who are currently engaged in a hunger strike there. The declassified notes reveal 
the dire conditions of these men. According to Tarver’s declaration: 

Force-feedings resulted in prisoners “vomiting up substantial amounts of blood. When they vomited up blood, the 
soldiers mocked and cursed at them, and taunted them with statements like ‘look what your religion has brought 
you.’” 

“Large tubes – the thickness of a finger – were viewed by detainees as objects of torture. They were forcibly shoved 
up the detainees’ noses and down into their stomachs. Again, no anesthesia or sedative was provided.” 

“[D]etainees were verbally abused and insulted and were restrained from head to toe. They had shackles or other 
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restraints on their arms, legs, waist, chest, knees, and head… with these restraints in place, they were given 
intravenous medication (often quite painfully, as inexperienced medical professionals seemed incapable of locating 
appropriate veins). Their arms were swollen from multiple attempts to stick them with IV needles… If detainees 
moved, they were hit in the chest/heart.” 

“In front of Guantánamo physicians – including the head of the detainee hospital – the guards took NG tubes from one 
detainee, and with no sanitization whatsoever, reinserted it into the nose of a different detainee. When these tubes 
were reinserted, the detainees could see the blood and stomach bile from other detainees remaining on the tubes. A 
person detainees only know as Dr. [redacted] stood by and watched these procedures, doing nothing to intervene.” 

Detainee Abdul-Rahman communicated that, “one Navy doctor came and put the tube in his nose and down his throat 
and then just kept moving the tube up and down, until finally Abdul-Rahman started violently throwing up blood. 
Abdul-Rahman tried to resist the ‘torture’ from this physician, but he could not breathe.” 

Detainees complying with the nasal tube feeding were doing so only because they believed it had been ordered by a 
U.S. court, a belief that is simply untrue. 

After years in U.S. custody without formal charges or a hearing on the legality of their detention – despite a Supreme 
Court ruling in their favor – the hunger-striking detainees at Guantánamo have come to the conclusion that, according 
to Abdul-Rahman,“now after four years in captivity, life and death are the same.” 

While the Center for Constitutional Rights and cooperating habeas counsel have continuously voiced concern for their 
clients’ health given the length of their detention without trial and the conditions of their confinement, the situation 
has become acutely dangerous since detainees began their latest hunger strike on August 8, 2005. It is unclear how 
many detainees are on hunger strike at this time, but as many as 200 men have participated at various times. 

“What we learned on our last trip to Guantánamo was troubling to us as lawyers, as human beings, and as Americans. 
We never thought we would see the day when this sort of treatment took place at a facility run by the United States 
government. It is inconsistent with the rule of law this country was founded upon, and it is inconsistent with the spirit 
and values of the American people," said Julia Tarver, partner with the law firm of Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & 
Garrison LLP and one of CCR’s leading habeas attorneys. Ms. Tarver represents 10 detainees from Saudi Arabia. 

CCR cooperating attorneys from Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison LLP and many other firms have emphasized 
the life-threatening nature of the situation at Guantánamo. They have informed the court that the DOD has invited 
representatives of the American Medical Association to visit Guantánamo and investigate the medical treatment 
provided to prisoners on the hunger strike. The attorneys urged the court to appoint physicians to investigate the 
medical treatment or to consider allowing counsel to bring their own medical experts to Guantánamo. Attorneys also 
asked that they be able to accompany the AMA representatives if they go. 

“It is both depressing and yet profoundly moving that this hunger strike continues in the face of such horrible 
adversity. Despite the very real possibility that some of these men may die, it is deeply life-affirming that so many of 
these detainees living in such dire circumstances are willing to risk their lives and bodies for the sake of basic 
democratic values that should be, and sadly are not, part of American policy today,” said Barbara Olshansky, Deputy 
Legal Director of the Center of Constitutional Rights.

 http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=10119     SOURCE: Common Dreams

October 22, 2005

5 Cuba Kuwaitis Receive Word On Freedom in Days

KUWAIT CITY (Agencies): Five Kuwaiti detainees of Guantanamo camp have received information from their lawyers 
they will be released within a few days, Al-Qabas quoted head of the Kuwaiti Guantanamo Detainees Family 
Committee Khaled Al-Oudah as saying.Al-Oudah said "25 detainees - including Abdulaziz Al-Shimmari and Fawzi Al-
Oudah from Kuwait - are continuing their hunger strike in the camp and their health condition is 
deteriorating."Egyptian Sami Al Laithi says he is physically crippled and mentally destroyed after more than three 
years of detention without charge in Guantanamo Bay. US authorities released Laithi from the prison for foreign 
terrorism suspects and handed him over to Egypt this month after a tribunal had cleared him of being an "enemy 
combatant". 
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"Why was I imprisoned? Why was I hit? Does anybody have anything against me? No," said Laithi, bound to a 
wheelchair by spinal injuries he says were inflicted by Guantanamo guards. "I didn't go to any training camp. I did not 
join any Islamic group. I was working in education," Laithi, 49, told Reuters in an interview late on Thursday. The 
Pentagon says Laithi's injury was caused by a car accident "before our involvement with him." "The Americans wanted 
me to confess that I had belonged to an Islamic group. I did not belong to a group. The interrogator would say to me: 
'This doesn't make sense. All the Arabs there are in Islamic groups'," he said. He is seeking legal help to take the US 
government to court for compensation. But he says no sum of money can make up for what he has lost. "True 
compensation will only come in the afterlife. This destruction will leave its mark until death." "I used to believe in 
American ideology, in American democracy and freedom. Now everything has gone."  

 http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=10138     SOURCE: Arab Times
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