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Rewriting the Geneva Conventions

In January 2002, when the Bush administration created the camp at Guantánamo Bay for prisoners from the war in 
Afghanistan, President Bush said he would be “adhering to the spirit of the Geneva Convention” in handling the 
detainees.

Unfortunately, like many of the things the administration said about Guantánamo Bay, this was not true. The 
president did not intend to follow the Geneva Conventions, and in some vital respects, he still doesn’t, despite a 
Supreme Court ruling that the prisoners merit those protections.

To everyone’s relief, the White House is now working with Congress on one major violation of the conventions found 
by the court — the military tribunals Mr. Bush invented for Guantánamo Bay. But the president remains determined to 
have his way on the other big issue — how jailers treat prisoners.

He wants Congress to make the United States the first country to repudiate the language of the Geneva Conventions. 
The only discernible reason is to allow interrogators — intelligence agents and private contractors — to continue 
abusive practices plainly banned by the conventions and to make sure they cannot be held accountable.

The Bush administration objects to the clause in Common Article 3 of the Geneva Conventions that prohibits “outrages 
upon personal dignity, in particular, humiliating and degrading treatment.”

This standard has been followed for more than a half-century by almost 190 countries, including the United States. 
The War Crimes Act of 1996, passed by a Republican Congress, makes it a felony to violate the Geneva Conventions. 
But the Bush administration authorized techniques to handle and interrogate prisoners that clearly break the rules — 
like prolonged exposure to extreme temperatures, long periods in stress positions, strapping prisoners to metal 
contraptions and force-feeding them.

The rational response to the court’s decision would be to ban those practices and bring America in line with the rest of 
the civilized world. But that’s not how this administration works. It asked Congress to change the law — to amend the 
War Crimes Act to redefine the standards of Common Article 3. 

The White House wants to apply an American legal principle, used to prohibit cruel and unusual punishment, that bars 
treatment that “shocks the conscience.” Mr. Bush wants Americans to believe that the language in Common Article 3 
is too vague and makes fighting terrorism impossible. 

In fact, the Geneva standard is more specific than the shocks-the-conscience standard. And a vast majority of 
Guantánamo inmates are not terrorists. In fact, many do not appear guilty of anything, not even fighting United 
States troops in Afghanistan.

The administration’s real aim is to keep on using abusive interrogation techniques at the secret prisons run by the 
Central Intelligence Agency. And it wants to make interrogators — and those who give their orders — immune from 
prosecution. 

Finally, the administration wants Congress to ban the use of the Geneva Conventions as the direct or indirect basis for 
a legal case in American courts. This would seal off the route that a prisoner used in the case on which the Supreme 
Court ruled in June.

The Geneva Conventions protect Americans. If this country changes the rules, it’s changing the rules for Americans 
taken prisoner abroad. That is far too high a price to pay so this administration can hang on to its misbegotten 
policies.

 http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=15792  SOURCE: New York Times
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Hicks' Lawyer To Meet With Govt MPs

The American lawyer for terrorist suspect David Hicks will meet with Australian government ministers next week to 
press for his client's release.

Major Michael Mori, who had his appointment as Hicks' military lawyer extended by the US Defence Department last 
week, said he could not understand why the Australian government would not do more to help Hicks.

He plans on talking to ministers in Canberra during his stay in Australia, but said it was really up to Australian citizens 
to call on their own government to act.

In Sydney for a showing of Honour Bound, a play about the four-and-a-half years his client has spent in detention 
without charge, he said Hicks would never get a fair trial.

"Unfortunately I think David Hicks has got wrapped up in politics and I don't think it's been helpful, I just wish the 
Australian government would step back and re-evaluate (its actions)," Major Mori said following the play.

"I really think he will be there until the Australian government asks them to send him home."

"It's very hard to understand when I look around at a country so much like America (that) it will accept such a 
fundamental departure from its values for its citizens," he said.

"My country won't tolerate the military commissions for our own citizens and it's odd to see a country (whose) 
government will go along with it."

Major Mori said that unless the Australian government decides to act on Hicks' behalf, he could spend the rest of his 
life in US detention.

"Basically, if the Australian government would say that they want David Hicks home then they would turn him over to 
them," he said.

Hicks, a 31-year-old Adelaide-born Muslim convert, has been detained at Guantanamo Bay since he was captured 
allegedly fighting with the Taliban against US forces in Afghanistan in the immediate aftermath of the September 11, 
2001 attacks.

He also is accused of having trained as a terrorist under Osama bin Laden's al-Qaeda terror network in Afghanistan.

But because he was captured before Australia introduced anti-terrorism legislation, the government says he can not 
be charged with any offence in this country.

As a result, Hicks faces new military commissions set up in the US that Major Mori said are rigged for convictions only.

"We were just there to play a role, it was designed to convict, that was the script that they wanted.

"This is not military justice ... they have just created a system that will give them the results they want."

US citizens cannot be tried by the new military commissions and are instead referred to the federal court system.

The last time Major Mori spoke to Hicks was July. Hicks had been held in isolation for three months in a concrete cell 
with no access to sunlight. He was returned to isolation after Major Mori's left.

"We are not really sure why they threw him back in there," Major Mori said.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=15777  SOURCE: The Age
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Lawyers' Guantanamo Visit From Tomorrow

By kanwal Tariq Hameed

LAWYERS for three Bahraini detainees at Guantanamo Bay begin a three-day visit to the US detention facility, in 
Cuba, tomorrow. New York-based Dorsey and Whitney lawyers Joshua Colangelo-Bryan, Mark Sullivan and 
Christopher Karageuzhoff represent Bahraini detainees Salah Abdulrasool Al Blooshi, Juma Mohammed Abdullatif Al 
Dossary and Isa Abdulla Al Murbati pro bono.

"I expect to learn more about how bad their current conditions are," said Mr Colangelo-Bryan. 

"I also hope to give them some hope by telling them about the efforts the government of Bahrain has said are being 
made to bring them home." He was referring to comments last month by Foreign Minister Shaikh Khalid bin Ahmed Al 
Khalifa, who said government officials would travel to the US to seek their release. Sources have also told the GDN 
that there had been a significant increase in activity between the US Embassy in Bahrain, the Bahrain Foreign Ministry 
and Bahrain Embassy in the US on the issue, but would not elaborate further. In addition, AFP quoted a diplomat last 
month saying the three remaining detainees would be released "soon", but gave no further details.

In a letter from Al Dossary, aged 32, to his lawyer dated July 12 he pleads with the Bahrain government to bring him 
home, saying: "If they do not take me within the month, I swear they will be receiving my remains." Al Murbati, 41, 
who was reportedly forced off a hunger strike at the end of last year through brutal force feeding methods, maintains 
his innocence but has lost faith in any legal systems or diplomatic efforts to secure his release, his lawyers said after 
their previous visit to the prison in May. 

Al Blooshi, 24, who is being held at Guantanamo Bay Camp Four (reportedly for inmates who are "not considered a 
threat") finds it difficult to be away from his family and often has letters he writes to them returned undelivered, said 
lawyers. Officials both in Bahrain and the US have remained tight-lipped on the subject of their release. 
 
http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=15775  SOURCE: Gulf Daily News

Hicks Could Spend Seven Years in Guantanamo 

Tom Allard

THE Australian inmate of Guantanamo Bay, David Hicks, could spend up to seven years in the notorious United States 
military prison before he goes to trial, his lawyer, Major Michael Mori, said last night.

Major Mori, a US Marine, said it was inevitable that lawyers for accused terrorists in the Cuban prison camp would 
appeal against the new military commission being set up to try Hicks.

"All it will lead to is another challenge in the [US] Federal Court and another 2½ years for David [in Guantanamo]," he 
said.

"He's going to be there until the Australian Government says he's ready to go home."

The first military commission was quashed by the US Supreme Court this year. It recommended that a new military 
tribunal system be set up that complied with the Geneva Conventions and other established legal principles. With the 
end of the first commission, Hicks is in a legal limbo.

The three charges against Hicks have lapsed and Major Mori believes that two of those charges - terrorist conspiracy 
and aiding the enemy - will have to be dropped in any case. The remaining charge of attempted murder was absurd, 
he added.

Major Mori said he could not understand why the Australian Government allowed Hicks to stay in Guantanamo Bay 
and be tried by a military commission when the US would not allow its own citizens to be held and tried in such 
conditions.
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Major Mori will brief MPs in Canberra this week.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=15770  SOURCE: Sydney Morning Herald

 

August 15, 2006

Australia Wants New Charges For Guantanamo Inmate

SYDNEY (Reuters) - Australian Guantanamo Bay inmate David Hicks should face new charges before a U.S. military 
tribunal by November or be returned home, the Australian government said on Tuesday.

Lawyers for Hicks, who has been held at the U.S. camp in Cuba for four years, have called for his release after the 
U.S. Supreme Court ruled in June that planned military trials for Guantanamo inmates were illegal.

U.S. Attorney General Alberto Gonzales said on August 2 that plans were being drafted to try enemy combatants 
based on military court martial procedures, with a number of key changes.

Gonzales's Australian counterpart, Philip Ruddock, said he believed new charges would likely be brought against Hicks 
but added Canberra would seek his return if they were not, just as they had done with Mamdouh Habib, another 
Australian Guantanamo inmate.

"If it became clear that the United States were not proceeding with charges against him we would seek his return," 
Ruddock told Australian Broadcasting Corp. radio.

"That's what we did with Habib," he said.

Ruddock earlier told the Sydney Morning Herald newspaper that the new charges "should happen as quickly as 
possible".

Washington has indicated that the Guantanamo trials were among issues it wanted resolved before mid-term elections 
in November, Ruddock said. Hicks was detained by U.S. forces in Afghanistan in late 2001 and was to have been one 
of the first Guantanamo detainees to face a military trial on charges of attempted murder, aiding the enemy and 
conspiracy. He has pleaded not guilty to the charges.

Ruddock and the Australian government have consistently supported the military commission process and refused to 
seek Hicks' repatriation.

But the Supreme Court decision, which found that the military tribunals were illegal and violated Geneva Conventions 
and U.S. military rules, came as a rebuke to U.S. President George W. Bush's tactics in the war on terrorism.

Australia is a staunch U.S. ally and was among the first to commit troops to U.S.-led actions in Afghanistan and then 
Iraq after the September 11, 2001, attacks on the United States.

Prime Minister John Howard's conservative government was criticised for not seeking Hicks's return sooner.

"A political reason has been given to what should have been a legal and humanitarian and patriotic insistence that 
David Hicks be brought home to Australia four years ago," Greens Senator Bob Brown said.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=15817  SOURCE: Reuters
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Senators Back Call To Free Hicks

By staff writers and wires 

Senators arriving at Parliament House today have uniformly welcomed reports the Federal Government may seek the 
return of Australian Guantanamo Bay detainee David Hicks later this year.

Other newspaper reports said today that Attorney-General Philip Ruddock may seek Mr Hicks's repatriation to 
Australia unless the US sets up a new military tribunal system and lays fresh charges "as quickly as possible".

The suggested deadline is November, when the US congress rises for its mid-term election.

Mr Hicks's US military lawyer, Major Michael Mori, will brief concerned MPs at Parliament House this week.

Greens leader Bob Brown said the Government could see the public was appalled at the treatment of Mr Hicks and 
knew it must fix the situation. 

"A political reason is being given to what should have been a legal and humanitarian and patriotic insistence that 
David Hicks be brought home to Australia four years ago," he said.

"The sooner Hicks is brought home the better."

His Tasmanian Greens colleague, Senator Christine Milne, said Mr Hicks should be brought home immediately. 

"The fact that they want to put David Hicks through a military tribunal when we know that military tribunals have 
been ruled to be illegal, is an absolute disgrace," she said. 

"If (Mr Ruddock) is thinking of bringing David Hicks home in November, they should bring him home now."

Liberal senator George Brandis said the Government had "always been of the view that the matter of Mr Hicks should 
be brought to a conclusion more promptly than it has been".

Nationals senator Barnaby Joyce said: "The process has been long enough now in the US. 

"I don't know what he's done and I think we should all find out."

Australian Democrats senator Andrew Bartlett said all people wanted for Mr Hicks was a fair trial. 

"If that's not going to happen, then like anybody else, he should be allowed back home," he said. 

His party leader, Lyn Allison, said the move to repatriate Mr Hicks should have happened more than four years ago. 

"It's absurd that Australia has allowed the US to keep him in detention for this length of time and without a trial being 
had, and without a trial that's recognised internationally as being legitimate," she said. 

Other lower house Coalition MPs have urged the Government to organise Mr Hicks's release, arguing that he would 
serve less time in Australian jails for murder. 

"I think he would have been punished enough. In some states of Australia you don't get five years solitary 
confinement for murder," Liberal MP Danna Vale told The Australian.

"Hasn't he already served enough? If he can't be tried here and he hasn't committed a crime here, he's exactly the 
same as you and me."

Mr Hicks, a 31-year-old Adelaide-born Muslim convert, has been detained at Guantanamo Bay in Cuba since he was 
captured allegedly fighting with the Taliban against US forces in Afghanistan immediately after the September 11, 
2001, terrorist attacks on the US.

Major Mori, a US marine, warned yesterday Mr Hicks could serve up to seven years before trial because it was 
inevitable that lawyers would appeal against a new military commission that the US Government is considering 
establishing. 
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Meanwhile, in a report prepared for the International Commission of Jurists and emailed to MPs yesterday, Peter 
Vickery, QC, has warned the commission would breach international law. 

- AAP and The Australian

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=15813  SOURCE: News.com.au

   

Hicks' Lawyer Doubts Repatriation Plan

The lawyer for detained Australian terror suspect David Hicks says he's surprised by reports the federal government 
may seek to repatriate Hicks if the United States does not move quickly enough to try him.

Attorney-General Philip Ruddock told the Sydney Morning Herald that Hicks's trial "should happen as quickly as 
possible".

"Were that not to be the case, we would be seeking his return in the same way we did with Mamdouh Habib," Mr 
Ruddock said.

Hicks's military lawyer Major Michael Mori said this "would be news to me".

"I'm glad the Australian government is trying to make demands on the US to get David tried.

"Unfortunately, it's something that should have happened probably five years ago when David was first detained."

But Major Mori told the Nine Network, "I don't think (David Hicks will) ever believe he's leaving Guantanamo until he 
sets foot back in Australia."

Mr Ruddock suggested to the Herald that he wanted a new military tribunal and charges against Hicks to be in place 
by November, when the US congress rises for its mid-term election.

The Australian government has not canvassed before that it may seek to have Hicks returned to Australia.

Hicks, a 31-year-old Adelaide-born Muslim convert, has been incarcerated at Guantanamo Bay in Cuba since he was 
captured allegedly fighting with the Taliban against US forces in Afghanistan immediately after the September 11, 
2001, attacks.

He also is accused of having trained as a terrorist under Osama bin Laden's al-Qaeda terror network in Afghanistan.

Major Mori fears Hicks could languish in Guantanamo Bay for another two-and-a-half years if he is left to face trial in 
the military tribunal system.

He is urging the Australian government to intervene and demand Hicks face a court marshal.

"I think the United States has always said that they're more than happy to return detainees to other countries and it 
could happen here. We just really need to get the Australian government to decide that it's time it did.

"I've always said, give him a court marshal system, and the Australian government should be demanding that the US 
government use a court marshal system, (and) David would get a fair trial."

Major Mori said Hicks spent 23 hours a day isolated in a "cement box" and had served long enough for making "poor 
life choices" that never violated Australian law.

"David has not hurt anyone and I think the media are trying to demonise him ...

"I think a lot of Australians don't really understand what he is accused of doing, which is really guarding a Taliban 
tank. You'd get more time here in Australia for, you know, assaulting someone," he said.
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Labor homeland security spokesman Arch Bevis has called again for terrorist suspect David Hicks to be brought before 
a court of law.

"Labor has had a very clear view about this for a long time, which is (that) David Hicks should either be charged in a 
proper court of law, or released - no halfway house," Mr Bevis told reporters.

Labor backbencher Graham Edwards also backed Mr Bevis' call.

"Whatever it is that Hicks has done or hasn't done I think it is an absolute disgrace that the Australian government 
has let this man be treated in the way that he has by a foreign power," Mr Edwards said.

Liberal Wilson Tuckey was less supportive, however.

"Mr Hicks was arrested pointing a gun at a group of American soldiers as I understand it," Mr Tuckey said.

"When the Americans believe they have no case against him, the logical place for his return is Australia."

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=15810  SOURCE: Sydney Morning Herald

Conference on Guantanamo Detainees To Be Held in Sana’a 

By Nasser Arrabyee

An international conference on Guantanamo detainees is expected to be held in Sana’a later this year, official sources 
announced.  “Amnesty International, in cooperation with a number of national and international organizations 
concerned with human rights, has been preparing for an international conference to be held in Sana’a on people being 
detained on charges of terrorist acts around the world,” the state-run website (www.26sep.net) quoted an identified 
official as saying.  

“The conference is expected to be held at the end of this year, with the aim of discussing the humanitarian and legal 
status of those who were detained during the global war against terrorism such as the Guantanmo detainees and 
those languishing in secret detentions,” the official added.  However, governmental and non-governmental sources 
refused to confirm or deny the news but they said such a conference is very important and should be held.  

“I can not confirm or deny such news, because no one has informed us of it yet,” Mohammed al-Haydari, director 
general of the office of the Minister of Human Rights, said Thursday.  Khaled al-Anesi, the Executive Director of the 
National Organization for Defending Rights and Liberties, (HOOD) said that holding such a conference is extremely 
important, but he also said that neither he nor anyone else at HOOD had been informed of the conference as yet. 

“In fact, I was surprised when I read the news on 26sep.net; we have no information on this conference at all,” he 
told the Yemen Observer on Thursday.  “But either way, I would say that such a conference would be very important 
if it were to be held,” said al-Anesi.  HOOD, a local human rights organization, is actively concerned with the 
Guantanamo detainees.  Yemen hosted the first international conference on Guantanamo detainees in the middle of 
2005.  

A number of national and international lawyers and human rights activists participated in that conference.  More than 
one hundred Yemeni citizens have been languishing in the prison at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba for more than four years. 
 
http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=15807  SOURCE: Yemen Observer

Hicks Could Be Home By Christmas

Tom Allard 
National Security Editor

David HICKS could be back in Australia by the end of the year after the Attorney-General, Philip Ruddock, said he 
would seek the Guantanamo Bay inmate's return if the US did not proceed quickly to lay substantive new charges.
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In an interview with the Herald, Mr Ruddock indicated that the Australian Government wanted a new US military 
tribunal, and fresh charges, to be in place by November, as promised by his US counterpart, Alberto Gonzales.

"It should happen as quickly as possible. Were that not to be the case we would be seeking his return in the same 
way we did with Mamdouh Habib," Mr Ruddock said yesterday.

Hicks has been in Guantanamo Bay for 4½ years.

"I would never benchmark myself but I do note that the United States has indicated that it wants to have the matters 
that Congress has to deal with resolved before it rises for the mid-term election, which suggests November," Mr 
Ruddock said.

It is the first time the Government has openly canvassed the possibility of Hicks returning to Australia without being 
tried.

The US Supreme Court ruled in June that the military commission system set up by the Bush Administration, and 
supported by Australia, breached the US constitution and could not deliver a fair trial.

The military commission was quashed, as well as the three charges that Hicks was facing - conspiracy to commit war 
crimes, aiding the enemy and attempted murder. Congress has to legislate for a new military tribunal, and then fresh 
charges can be laid.

In the meantime Hicks is in legal limbo in the US military prison at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba.

He spends his time in the isolation wing in a cell with a light that is never turned off, and is rationed to one hour of 
exercise and natural light a day.

Hicks grew up in Adelaide, left school before completing year 9, converted to Islam and then fought in the Balkans 
with Muslim forces. He later went to Afghanistan, where he attended several al-Qaeda training camps and met Osama 
bin Laden. He returned to Afghanistan to fight with the Taliban after watching the September 11 attacks on television.

If Hicks does come home, Mr Ruddock has said he will not face charges because he has not broken any Australian 
laws.

Mr Ruddock said Mr Gonzales had told him Hicks would quickly face new charges and get a fair trial under the new 
military court.

But Hicks's US lawyer, Major Michael Mori, said the US Government had made repeated assurances to the Australian 
Government that had not been kept.

Only weeks before Mr Habib, the Sydney man alleged to have trained with al-Qaeda, was released from Guantanamo 
Bay, the US had said he would be charged. It also repeatedly told the Government that the original military 
commission process was lawful.

"This has cost David five years of his life," Major Mori said. "He should be brought back to Australia right away. He's 
happy to co-operate with any conditions that may be applied."

The speedy resolution of Hicks's charges and military court could be thwarted on several fronts.

Major Mori says the Supreme Court decision means two charges against Hicks will have to be dropped, a view Mr 
Ruddock did not want to comment on. The US Congress could fail to agree on a new military commission process 
before it adjourns for mid-term elections in November.

And it is likely the new process will be appealed against and tied up in the appeal courts for years.

Mr Ruddock said he would not be swayed by "spurious" appeals designed to delay the trial. But, equally, he said, "I 
would never deny anyone the opportunity to test substantial issues."

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=15804  SOURCE: Sydney Morning Herald
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August 16, 2006

Hicks Facing 'Long Wait' For Charges

Australian terrorist suspect David Hicks will probably have to spend another 18 months in Guantanamo Bay before 
answering any charges laid by the United States, his father believes.

Terry Hicks said his son's lawyers would launch a legal challenge against a revamped US military commission being 
slated by the US government.

Hicks, 31, from Adelaide, has spent four-and-a-half years at the US military facility in Cuba following his capture 
fighting with the Taliban in Afghanistan in December, 2001.

US authorities charged him with aiding the enemy, attempted murder and conspiracy, and he was to have been tried 
by military commission.

But the US Supreme Court in June ruled the commissions unlawful, forcing the US government to revamp the process.

Australian Attorney-General Philip Ruddock on Tuesday dampened hopes Hicks would soon return home.

Mr Ruddock intimated the US would reshape the military commission process by November this year - but said if it 
didn't proceed with charges, Australia would seek Hicks' return.

"Our expectation is that, when those changes have been instituted to satisfy the US Supreme Court judgment, that 
charges will be able to proceed," Mr Ruddock told ABC Radio.

Terry Hicks, who has waged a non-stop campaign for his son's release, said the US government was merely proposing 
a facelift to the military commission process.

He said he had spoken about the case to his son's US military lawyer, Major Michael Mori, who is in Australia to lobby 
the federal government.

"Major Mori has told me it will be 12 to 18 months before the challenge is heard by US courts," Mr Hicks said.

"The (military commission) system is just going to be rubber-stamped, it's not going to be changed - so it will be 
challenged."

Mr Hicks said it was no coincidence Mr Ruddock made comments about his son while Major Mori was in Australia.

"David's case has become political and never, ever should have been made political by the United States and 
Australia," he said.

Major Mori also doubted the intentions of the Australian government.

"There has been a lot of talk by the Australian government demanding a speedy process and a fair process but, 
unfortunately, they never seem to force that issue that a fair trial be used or that it occur quickly," he said.

Treasurer Peter Costello said Hicks, who is accused of training with al-Qaeda, should be brought to trial by the US.

"The US should as a matter of priority and as fast as possible put in place a trial which is consistent with the US 
Supreme Court system and have those charges heard," Mr Costello said.

Labor homeland security spokesman Arch Bevis said Hicks "should either be charged in a proper court of law or 
released".

Greens leader Bob Brown said Hicks had become a political pawn.
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"A political reason is being given to what should have been a legal and humanitarian and patriotic insistence that 
David Hicks be brought home to Australia four years ago," he said.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=15842  SOURCE: The Age

  

David Hicks A 'Mess', Says Father

Penelope Debelle

Guantanamo detainee David Hicks is reportedly devastated at hearing his detention is no closer to an end, despite the 
pledge of the Attorney-General to bring him home by November.

Early last month he was called to a telephone at the Guantanamo Bay military prison, believing he would hear news of 
his release. Instead, it was a telephone call with family in Adelaide and Hicks, held by the US military for almost five 
years, was devastated.

"He was a mess," father Terry Hicks said in Adelaide. "It took half an hour or so for us to calm him down and tell him 
nothing new had happened."

More than a month later, Hicks' prolonged detention seems no closer to an end, although this week Attorney-General 
Phillip Ruddock promised to bring Hicks home after November if new charges against him had not been laid.

Earlier charges against Hicks of conspiracy, aiding the enemy and attempted murder were nullified in late June when 
the US Supreme Court ruled the military commissions set up to try Hicks and other accused enemy combatants were 
unconstitutional and invalid. US President George Bush wants to revive the commissions in a modified form so the 
process of trying those accused in the war on terror can proceed.

But Mr Hicks said yesterday the new commissions would almost certainly be subject to another legal challenge which 
could prolong David Hicks' detention for another one or two years.

"It's good news if Ruddock sticks to his word," Mr Hicks said. "But by the time the commissions are up and running 
again and David has to be re-charged, it's going to be way past November. What's Mr Ruddock going to say then?"

Mr Hicks said the Federal Government was realising Hicks could not be held in detention indefinitely and should ask 
that he be brought home. He said it was significant the first cracks in the government ranks had appeared with 
coalition MP Danna Vale saying this week it was time to bring Hicks home. "The pressure is on them," Mr Hicks said.

Mr Hicks challenged Mr Ruddock's assertion yesterday that Australia had brought another Australian detainee at 
Guantanamo Bay, Mamdouh Habib, home and would consider doing the same for David. Mr Hicks said Habib was 
released in January, 2005, only after America told Australia they no longer wanted Habib.

Speaking in Australia, Hicks' US military defense lawyer Major Michael Mori said he had no information about the 
Federal Government wanting Hicks brought home.

"I'm glad the Australian government is trying to make demands on the US to get David tried," he said. "Unfortunately, 
it's something that should have happened probably five years ago when David was first detained."

But Major Mori told the Nine Network: "I don't think (David Hicks will) ever believe he's leaving Guantanamo until he 
sets foot back in Australia."

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=15833  SOURCE: ?
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August 17, 2006

Lawyers Reject Blame For Hicks Delays

POLITICIANS should be blamed for prolonging terror suspect David Hicks' detention, the Law Council of Australia says.

Council president Tim Bugg took exception to comments by Attorney-General Philip Ruddock that Mr Hicks' lawyers 
were delaying the Adelaide man's trial by the United States. 

Mr Hicks has been held by the United States at Guantanamo Bay in Cuba since January 2002, a month after his 
capture fighting among Taliban forces in Afghanistan. 

He had been charged by the US with aiding the enemy, attempted murder and conspiracy, and was to have been tried 
by US military commission. 

But the US Supreme Court has ruled the commissions unlawful, forcing the US government to revamp the process. 

"If he is forced to continue down the path politics has laid for him, there is very little chance that Mr Hicks' case will 
end up before a properly constituted court," Mr Bugg said in a statement. 

"His lawyers are trying to speed up the process, politics wants to divert it and slow it down.

"Mr Hicks has languished in legal limbo for years, and the blame should be laid squarely at the feet of politicians.

"Both US and Australian politics have unjustifiably prolonged Mr Hicks' detention and ... he is no closer to a fair trial."

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=15868  SOURCE: The Australian

August 18, 2006 

US Reluctant To Release Paracha

By Our Staff Reporter

ISLAMABAD, Aug 17: The US authorities are reluctant to release Saifullah Paracha, allegedly one of the financiers of Al 
Qaeda presently languishing in the US-controlled Guantanamo Bay prison camp, according to National Crisis 
Management Cell (NCMC) director Col Imran, who recently visited the detention cell.

“The US authorities fear that Paracha will again get involved in terrorist activities if he is released and repatriated to 
Pakistan,” he told journalists at his office here on Thursday.

A two-member delegation visited Guantanamo Bay to secure the release of six Pakistanis, including Saifullah Paracha.

The US authorities, the official said, had agreed to release two Pakistanis – Mohammad Haleem and Zia Shah – soon.
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Col Imran, who met Saifullah Paracha in the detention cell, said Paracha was a philanthropist and he had met Al 
Qaeda chief Osama bin Laden during his visit to Afghanistan with a delegation to help Afghans through donations. 
NCMC director-general Brig Javed Iqbal Cheema said 26 Pakistanis were under US detention – 20 in in Bagram and six 
in Guantanamo.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=15890  SOURCE: Dawn.com

 

August 19, 2006 

Lawyer Gets A Hero's Welcome

ANNE MATHER

UNITED States military lawyer Major Michael Mori issued a strong warning about the plight of his client, David Hicks, 
to a crowded auditorium in Hobart last night.

"Until the Australian Government does something and takes a position of strength, David will rot in Guantanamo Bay," 
Major Mori said.

In keeping with his image as a tireless defender of justice -- and of Hicks -- Major Mori was greeted as a hero by the 
adoring crowd at the University of Tasmania.

The crowd at the Stanley Burbury Lecture Theatre had reached its capacity of 720 nearly 20 minutes before Major 
Mori was due to speak.

By the time he took to the lectern, people were sitting on the floor five rows deep.

And by the time the US marine finished his address, the crowd ignited in a thunderous standing ovation lasting about 
five minutes.

Speaking before the public address, Major Mori said the Australian Government's acceptance of Hick's treatment 
would never happen to a US citizen.

He said the US "would be fighting" for justice and due process.

"The American Government would not tolerate it," he said.

Major Mori said Australia was not "standing up" for a one of its citizens.

"The US does not tolerate US military commissions for its citizens and has not tolerated them in the past."

In June this year the US Supreme Court ruled that the US military commission process was unconstitutional and a 
breach of international law.

Major Mori said he saw little hope of Hicks facing any form of legal proceedings before the end of the year. 

He said Hicks' future was "hard to predict".

"The fear is that any sort of new (court)system the White House tries to get through will not provide any sort of basic 
fundamental protections," he said.
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Hicks, 31, from Adelaide, has spent four and a half years at the US military facility in Cuba following his capture 
fighting with the Taliban in December 2001.

Hicks has been languishing in isolation at Guantanamo Bay since March.

Major Mori said he last saw Hicks at the end of July.

"He sits in a concrete room 23 hours a day -- and the lights are on 24 hours a day," Major Mori said.

"He gets out of his cell for an hour to take a shower and recreate in a large dog kennel."

He said Hicks' mental state was fragile.

"He was doing well before, but now that he's back in isolation you can see him regressing.

"Every time I see him I wonder if this is the time I am going to find him a broken man."

Major Mori, who is in Australia talking with politicians about the Hicks' case, was a guest of Amnesty International last 
night.

Major Mori also met yesterday with Tasmania's Attorney General Steve Kons. 

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=15919  SOURCE: News.com.au

 

Pakistan Optimistic For Release of 26 of Its Citizens From Guantanamo, 
Bagram

Pakistan is optimistic that the U.S. will release 26 of its citizens held at Guantanamo Bay and the main U.S. military 
base in Afghanistan on suspicion of terrorism links, a senior official said Saturday. 

The 26 men were among dozens of Pakistanis captured during and after U.S.-led attacks on Afghanistan, prompted by 
the Sept. 11, 2001, terror attacks, toppled the former Taliban regime for sheltering Osama bin Laden. 

Washington has so far freed 68 Pakistanis from its prison at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, but at least six others are still 
held there, said the official, who traveled to Guantanamo days ago and met with the Pakistani prisoners. 

He said 20 more are being held at the main U.S. military base in Afghanistan at Bagram, which he visited earlier this 
month. 

The official, who spoke on condition of anonymity due to policy, said Pakistan was "optimistic" that all 26 would return 
home soon. 

U.S. officials had asked for a formal request for their release, and Pakistan would submit it next week, he said. 

U.S. officials could not be immediately reached Saturday for comment. 

Pakistan is a key ally of Washington in its anti-terror campaign, and the government says its security agencies have 
turned over 700 al-Qaida suspects to U.S. officials after arresting them around the country since Sept. 11. 

However, the government has since been pushing for release of its citizens who are still detained. 

The six held at Guantanamo include an alleged al-Qaida financier, businessman Saifullah Paracha. He was arrested at 
Bangkok's international airport in July 2003. 

His son Uzair Paracha, 26, was arrested in the United States in 2003. Last month a court there sentenced him to 30 
years in jail for agreeing to help an al-Qaida man sneak into the U.S. to carry out a chemical attack. 

So far, U.S. authorities have not registered any case against Saifullah Paracha, who denies terrorist links. 
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The official said Saifullah Paracha told him that he met with Osama bin Laden in Afghanistan before the Sept. 11 
attacks to raise funds for welfare work, and maintained that he had nothing to do with terrorism. 

Paracha also claimed that his son was innocent, the official said. 

Most of the Pakistanis freed from Guantanamo have spent a year under detention in Pakistan upon their return, before 
being released without charge. 

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=15916  SOURCE: Chinapost.com

US To Release Guantánamo Inmate

By Hubert Wetzel in Berlin and Demetri Sevastopulo in Washington

The US will next week release a German-born man with Turkish citizenship from Guantánamo Bay in a move that is 
likely to improve relations between Washington and Berlin.

Murat Kurnaz travelled in October 2001 to Pakistan, where he was arrested. He has been held at Guantánamo Bay - 
where claims he was sexually abused - since January 2002. 

Diplomatic sources told the FT that Mr Kurnaz, nicknamed the “Taliban of Bremen,” would be released despite 
Germany’s refusal to a US request that he be monitored after his return. 

Angela Merkel, the German chancellor, personally lobbied US President George W. Bush for his release. She has said 
in the past that Guantánamo Bay should be closed down. 

The Turkish government, however, refused to pressure the US to release Mr Kuranz from the prison.

In June, the Supreme Court ruled that US military tribunals violated both US law and the Geneva conventions. The 
high court rejected the Bush administration’s argument that under the 2005 Detainee Treatment Act, US federal 
courts did not have jurisdiction over Guantánamo detainees.

Less than 15 inmates at Guantánamo have been charged with crimes. 

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=15908  SOURCE: Financial Times

August 20, 2006 

PIM Team Meets Guantanamo Bay Pak-Captives

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan interior ministry (PIM) delegation was the first to have an opportunity to meet the Pakistani 
prisoners languishing at Guantanamo Bay jail and later declared their mental and physical conditions satisfactory. 
Pakistan officials told that the US authorities have asked for a formal written request from Pakistan for the release of 
Pakistani captives. Interior ministry sources told Geo News correspondent Asif Ali Bhatti that their two-member team 
yesterday visited Guantanmo Bay jail, where they had also met Pakistani doctor Saifullah Paracha, who was arrested 
from Afghanistan. Saifullah Paracha told the team that he, in fact, had a meeting with Osama, but never participated 
in Al Qaeda activities, while he was arrested for providing medical aid to Afghan war wounded. 

On the other hand US officials have declared him the financer of Al Qaeda. A high official of the ministry told that 6 
Pakistani prisoners at Guantanamo Bay jail and 20 at Bagram jail of Afghanistan were awaiting release. Sources told 
that the prisoners had some complaints about the treatments meted out to them by the jail authorities. However, they 
were allowed to offer prayers and recite the Holy Quran besides other facilities. 

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=15936  SOURCE: Paklink.com
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Juma Aids Claim is Denied

By kanwal tariq hameed

REPORTS claiming that a Bahraini detainee at Guantanamo Bay Juma Al Dossary had contracted Aids because of a 
"contaminated blood transfusion" at prison were rejected by his lawyer yesterday.

In a statement made in a Saudi newspaper, Katib Al Shimmari, a lawyer of a number of Saudi detainees, said that Mr 
Al Dossary had contracted Aids "mistakenly, or for other reasons" because of a blood transfusion at the camp.

Mr Al Dossary's lawyer, who returned from a visit to the three Bahrainis being held at the US military prison facility in 
Cuba on Friday, dismissed the claims.

It is thought they emerged from confusion over earlier pleas from Mr Al Dossary to Bahraini MP Shaikh Adel Al 
Ma'awda and his New York based lawyer Joshua Colangelo Bryan in which he asks for the Bahrain government to send 
a medical delegation to visit him at Guantanamo.

In the letter, Mr Al Dossary says he believes he has developed blood infection as a result of a blood transfusion he 
received at the camp hospital after attempting to commit suicide by slashing his throat and leg on March 11. 

"After they (the US military) gave me a blood transfusion after my suicide attempt, I have been suffering from a 
strange condition," he says in one of the letters, which is thought to have sparked the Aids claims.

"They carried out an examination of my blood and they told me I have blood infection and problems," he claims in the 
letter. "There is no truth to the Aids story, and it probably has its origins in that letter and a similar one he sent to 
us," said Mr Colangelo Bryan.

Meanwhile, MP Mohammed Khalid said he did not know if the claims were true, but that they were "not too far 
fetched" to believe, based on the US administration's record of prisoner abuse in Afghanistan, Iraq and Guantanamo 
Bay, Cuba. 

Speaking on behalf of the national committee in support of Guantanamo detainees and their families, Mr Khalid said 
he condemned the report that Al Dossary had "intentionally" been transmitted the disease. He said the US 
administration was "fully responsible" for Al Dossary's alleged illness.

Mr Khalid reiterated a call for the Foreign Ministry to take "immediate action" in response to the claims, calling for a 
Bahraini medical and security delegation to visit Guantanamo and ensure the safety of Mr Al Dossary and the other 
Bahraini detainees. "The Bahraini detainees should be released, or handed over to their government - otherwise the 
ministry might end up having to send coffins to collect them," he added.

The three Bahraini detainees at the prison camp are Mr Al Dossary, 32, Isa Al Murbati, 41, and Salah Al Bloushi, 24, 
all of whom have been incarcerated without trial for more than four years. 

Rumours regarding the status of the detainees have been rife in recent months. An AFP news story quoted a diplomat 
last month as saying the three remaining detainees would be released "soon", but gave no further details. The story is 
as yet unconfirmed, although sources have told the GDN that there had been a significant increase in activity between 
the US Embassy in Bahrain, the Foreign Ministry and Bahrain Embassy in the US on the issue. Officials both in Bahrain 
and the US, however, have not commented on the issue. 
 
http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=15928  SOURCE: Gulf Daily News

Law Strips Hicks of UK Citizenship in Hours

Annabel Crabb

DAVID Hicks was secretly made a British citizen inside his Guantanamo Bay cell last month, but spent only hours as 
an Englishman before his status was stripped from him.
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In an extraordinary chain of events, Hicks was told in his cell on July 6 that the British Government had finally 
complied with a High Court order to register him as an Englishman.

But the following day - the first anniversary of the 2005 terrorist attacks on the London Underground - he was told 
that British Home Secretary John Reid had personally revoked the privilege.

Hicks, whose mother is UK-born, was given no opportunity to seek legal advice between the two pieces of news.

The manoeuvre was made possible by amendments contained in a new British law that appeared to have been drafted 
in response to the Hicks case. The amendments give the Home Secretary full discretion to strip an individual of his or 
her British citizenship.

Hicks's British lawyer, Stephen Grosz, was only advised of the developments after they had occurred.

The High Court ordered the speedy registration of Hicks as a British citizen in December last year, but the Home Office 
did not comply until July - more than six months later.

"He was a British citizen for a matter of hours, I believe - we were told immediately after it all happened," Mr Grosz 
said.

Asked his opinion of the tactic, Mr Grosz said: "I think it was completely wrong of them to have sat on his application 
until they were ready to grant citizenship and deprive him of it immediately.

"I think it was an abuse of power."

Mr Grosz said the Hicks legal team was planning appeals to the Special Immigrations Appeals Commission in the UK, 
and an application to the High Court for judicial review.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=15924  SOURCE: Sydney Morning Herald
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