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Behind Barbed Wire in Guantanamo

Inmate's writings raise questions of identification, treatment at detention camp
  
BY LETTA TAYLER
STAFF CORRESPONDENT; Staff correspondent Jim Rupert contributed to this story from Kabul,
Afghanistan

By the third week of the hunger strike, the fasting inmate wrote, the cellblocks echoed with groans. Emaciated
prisoners were vomiting blood or dropping unconscious to the floor. The military hospital overflowed with strikers
being force-fed through their noses.

"We are dying a slow death in here," wrote the inmate, British resident Omar Deghayes. "We have not been charged
with any crime. I do not understand what America is doing."

Deghayes, 35, was chronicling a six-week hunger strike in June and July among scores of inmates protesting
conditions at the U.S. military prison at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. The strike resumed in early August and today
entered its ninth week, posing the latest challenge to the Pentagon's already controversial handling of suspects in its
war on terror.

Like many of the 500 inmates at Guantanamo, all but four of whom are being held indefinitely without charges,
Deghayes insists he is innocent. Though the Pentagon calls him an Islamic militant who honed his skills in
Afghanistan, his lawyer has dug up evidence that suggests he may have been seized in a case of mistaken identity.

His writings, which his lawyer declassified in a painstaking procedure, open a rare window into life inside the top-
security prison and the reasons its inmates, all foreign Muslim men, say they're on hunger strike.

"Disrespect to all religious rituals," the Libyan-born Deghayes wrote in English, his second language. "And this is the
fourth year in prison without any charges ... No medicine ... No facilities to wash. Nor the sun."

"Degraded and abused," Deghayes, who says Guantanamo guards beat him so badly they blinded him in one eye,
wrote of prisoners in another entry.

The Pentagon downplays the protest's significance, saying the number of strikers has dropped to 27, 20 of whom are
being force-fed in a hospital. It said that is down from 131 in mid-September.

It also denies any abuse. "Our detention mission is conducted in a humane manner that protects the security of both
detainees and [military] personnel," said Maj. Gen. Jay W. Hood, Guantanamo's commander, in recent court papers.

But military officials won't say what prompted the strike or explain why their numbers dropped. Nor will they allow
relatives, independent medical teams and most defense lawyers to visit or telephone striking prisoners, saying
national security concerns preclude such access.
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The few defense attorneys who have recently visited the base maintain the number of strikers peaked at 200 and
remains far higher than the military admits. Last week, a half-dozen of them filed motions in federal court seeking
immediate visitation rights to fasting inmates and court oversight of the strike, saying they don't trust the Pentagon to
tell them the truth. Those motions are still pending.

Amid the information blackout, Deghayes' writings are among the few firsthand accounts of both the strike and life in
general inside the prison, which the Pentagon calls a key outpost in the war on terror and Amnesty International
slams as a "gulag."

"Many are falling, and sounds of illness," Deghayes wrote of the strike in late July. "... If the authorities here don't do
something fast to improve things I think ... [the number of hunger strikers who risk dying] will go out of control."

A few days later, Deghayes described hope rippling through the cellblocks because authorities promised better food
and conditions, temporarily ending the fasting. "They gave me a comb. I brushed my hair and beard for the first time"
since he arrived in Guantanamo three years ago, he exulted.

Then word spread of inmates being abused or sexually humiliated. One inmate said his Quran was mishandled. In one
of his last declassified entries in early August, Deghayes accurately predicted: "The strike will start again."

The hunger strike presents an unusual catch-22 for the Pentagon. Already accused by human rights groups of flouting
international conventions governing prisoners of war, the Pentagon is now being blamed for violating inmates' rights
by keeping them alive.

The group Physicians for Human Rights is urging an independent medical assessment of the fast, noting that the
American Medical Association ethical code bans force-feeding prisoners who are on hunger strike. The Pentagon
counters that it must intervene because the hunger strike amounts to a suicide attempt they are ethically bound to
thwart.

Clive Stafford Smith, a prominent British civil rights attorney who represents Deghayes, is convinced his client is
among the remaining group of strikers. "He's as headstrong as can be," Stafford Smith said.

In some ways, Deghayes' cosmopolitan background sets him apart from many Guantanamo inmates. Two courses shy
of a British law degree, he comes from a prominent Libyan family that fled to exile in Britain after his father, a union
activist, was tortured to death in 1980 by the regime of Libya's Col. Moammar Gadhafi.

Though he lived in Afghanistan for nearly two years under the Taliban, his heroes include Mahatma Gandhi and Nelson
Mandela.

But the circumstances of his capture and detention are in other ways typical. Like hundreds of other Muslim men, he
was seized in Pakistan in early 2002 as the United States cast a wide net for al-Qaida following the Sept. 11 terror
attacks.

Lawyers for the Pentagon and prosecutors in Spain contend Deghayes may have al-Qaida connections. One of the
main pieces of evidence against Deghayes, Stafford Smith notes, is a terrorist videotape seized in the late 1990s in an
apartment in Madrid that contains an image of a bug-eyed militant whom Spanish authorities identified as a "Mr.
Deghayes."

A face identification expert hired by Stafford Smith notes that Deghayes and the man in the video have "distinctly"
different nostrils and eyes; among other issues, Deghayes' right eye, even before he was blinded, has drooped since
childhood when another boy accidentally injured it with a play sword. Both eyes of the man in the video bulge.
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Moreover, a terrorist tracking expert at the British Broadcasting Corp. is convinced the man in the video is a notorious
Saudi militant, Abd-al-Aziz al-Ghamdi. That militant, who also is known as Abu Walid, led Arab fighters in Chechnya
from 2002 until his reported death last year.

"I'm 100-percent certain he is Abu Walid and not Omar Deghayes," the expert, Paul Tumelty, told Newsday.

Stafford Smith describes the other accusations the U.S. government has released about Deghayes as equally flimsy.

One accusation is that Deghayes "left England for Afghanistan in order to live in an Islamic society" - an action he's
never denied. Another is that he received "small arms training" during high school in Libya - which he notes was
mandatory when he lived there.

A third is that he is a member of Fighting Islamic Group, a Libyan militant organization allied with al-Qaida that seeks
to overthrow Gadhafi - though the government doesn't provide any evidence. Deghayes readily admits he hates
Gadhafi's regime for killing his father. But he has urged the American authorities to check with captured FIG
members, including some in Guantanamo, who can attest he wasn't part of that group.

Military officials refused to discuss details of Deghayes' case.

During interviews in London and in Brighton, the British coastal city where Deghayes lived with his mother and four
siblings after his father was killed, friends and relatives described his detention as history repeating itself with a cruel
new twist.

"What happened to my husband is now happening to my son," said Deghayes' mother, Zohra Zawawi, 63, as she
burst into tears. "But the country that's doing this is supposed to be defending democracy."

"Convicted child molesters have more rights than Omar. So do thugs and killers," said one brother, businessman
Taher Deghayes, 39.

Friends and family described Deghayes as an intellectual who loved conservative Islam but dreamed of becoming a
British lawyer. "He was not a sheep," said his sister, Amani Deghayes, 31, who is a lawyer herself.

He often preached at local mosques, but one of his messages was that violence had no place in Islam. Deghayes
made the same case from prison in a recent diary entry about Guantanamo. "I do not see how such bombings in
London can enhance any Islamic cause," he wrote, adding that the road to change was "media and public awareness."

Asked why Deghayes would choose to live in Afghanistan, his friends and relatives said he was prompted by
frustration over failing his last two law courses, as well as curiosity about life in an Islamic state and a desire to
perform charity for drought victims. Upon his arrival in 1999 he married an Afghan woman and, they said, devoted
himself to wheat farming and charity projects in a village outside Kabul.

Newsday was unable to verify Deghayes' activities in Afghanistan. Residents of both the street where relatives say he
lived and the village where they say he farmed did not recall him. But with the turmoil and mass flight of citizens that
ensued during the final years of the Taliban and after the U.S.-led invasion, many people who might have vouched for
him could be dead or missing.
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After the U.S.-led invasion of Afghanistan in late 2001, Deghayes fled to Pakistan with his wife, Miriam, and son
Suleiman, now 4. Relatives said he was trying to obtain visas to bring his wife and son to Britain when he was seized
in the city of Lahore in early 2002.

A campaign to free Deghayes or try him in a civilian court is gaining momentum in Britain, where he was granted
permanent residency in 1987. His mother and four siblings already are British citizens.

"The war on terrorism cannot be won by bypassing fundamental principles for those suspected of terrorism," said
Kevin Martin, president of the prestigious British Law Society, of which Deghayes was a student member in the late
1990s. "The Law Society firmly believes that no detainee should be held without charge or trial."

But Deghayes and four other British residents imprisoned at Guantanamo remain known as "The Forgotten Five" to
distinguish them from nine British citizens who have been released from the prison camp following pressure from
Britain, a key U.S. ally in the war on terror.

Because they aren't citizens, Britain has abandoned these residents to life behind barbed wire, critics say.

In his first public comment on the case, Home Secretary Charles Clarke said he'd "pay attention" to the appeals to
intervene in Deghayes' case. But a Foreign Office spokeswoman in London said Britain had relayed concerns about
detained British residents to Washington but was powerless to do more. "Unfortunately, we don't have authority," the
spokeswoman said, adding that the residents were the responsibility of their homeland governments.

In the case of Deghayes, that means Libya, a country still governed by the regime that killed his father. One of the
greatest fears of Deghayes' relatives and human rights groups including Amnesty International is that Washington will
ship him back to Libya, rather than Britain, if it releases him.

"If Omar is sent back to Libya, that could be the end of him," said Deghayes' sister Amani.

In September 2004, Libyan agents who visited Guantanamo interrogated Deghayes and threatened to kill him if he
were returned to Libya, Stafford Smith said.

Deghayes' mother, Zawawi, has received only a couple dozen letters from her son since he was imprisoned. Most are
heavily censored and take months to arrive. In one, he wrote that his hair had turned white. In another, he continued
to plan for life after his release, asking his mother if they could pursue a childhood dream of starting a charity in
Africa.

"I wrote back that I'd love to do it," his mother said. "That is, if I'm still alive by then."

Staff correspondent Jim Rupert contributed to this story from Kabul, Afghanistan 

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=9858 SOURCE: Newsday.com

October 6, 2005
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Argus Demands Justice For Local Man Held in Guantanamo Bay

By Sarah Lagan

The Argus has launched a campaign to get justice for a Brighton man detained at Guantanamo Bay whose case has
been described by a human rights lawyer as the "worst in Britain".

Omar Deghayes, a 36-year-old law graduate, has been held in solitary confinement for three years at the detention
centre without trial and is said to be close to death as he is on a hunger strike along with 200 other inmates.

According to human rights lawyer Clive Stafford-Smith, Deghayes has been blinded in one eye by guards, beaten,
sexually abused, mentally tortured and had his religion abused.

Stafford-Smith, who represents more than 40 of the inmates, said Deghayes' case is the worst miscarriage of justice
he has seen in 20 years and he believes it will become known as the worst in British history.

The Brighton daily paper has delivered a dossier with statements from MPs, 200 campaign coupons and 200 letters of
support as well as newspaper coverage of the campaign to home secretary Charles Clarke. The Argus is demanding
that the British Government puts pressure on the US to either put him on trial or let him go.

Argus reporter Miriam Wells, who launched the campaign with colleague Andy Tate, said: "Guantanamo Bay is such
an affront to human rights that people of all political persuasions, religious beliefs and backgrounds are appalled by it.

"When we learnt of the hunger strike we felt the situation was getting so desperate that The Argus had to make a
stand.

"We're determined to keep plugging away at Mr Clarke until he takes action."

Deghayes and his family fled Libya in the 1980s after their father was murdered by Colonel Gadaffi's regime. They
then gained asylum in the UK.

In 2001 he worked in Afghanistan, but after 9/11 he fled the country. He was captured by bounty-hunters in Pakistan
and sold to the Americans. He has been in Guantanamo ever since without any charge having been made against him.

Stafford-Smith says the only evidence against him is a video supposedly linking him to the Madrid bombings, but he
was already in Guantanamo when the bombings occurred and various facial recognition experts have agreed the
person in the video is not Deghayes.

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=9897 SOURCE: The Argus

October 7, 2005
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Bahrain 'Probing Strike Reports'

MANAMA: Government officials are reportedly trying to find out whether any of the six Bahraini detainees at the
notorious Guantanamo Bay camp are taking part in a hunger strike. Foreign Ministry officials are reportedly seeking
answers from US authorities, according to lawyers representing the six.

More than 200 detainees are reportedly staging a hunger strike at the camp, used for over three years to detain terror
suspects without trial.

Lawyers representing the Bahraini six say they are being denied information by the US authorities.

The US lawyers, led by Joshua Colangelo-Bryan, of the New York firm Dorsey and Whitney, are working with members
of the dissolved Bahrain Centre for Human Rights.

"We were pleased to learn that the Ministry of Foreign Affairs will inquire about the health of our clients at
Guantanamo Bay, who may be participating in a very serious hunger strike," Mr Colangelo-Bryan said yesterday.

"Without the assistance of the Foreign Ministry, we may not be able to get any information about the physical
condition of some of our clients.

"In fact, it has become clear that authorities at Guantanamo will do everything in their power to prevent us from
learning about the condition of our clients.

"For example, we recently requested permission to conduct meetings at the detainee hospital with any client who may
be hospitalised, during our upcoming visit to Guantanamo.

"We made this request because during our last visit we were prevented from meeting Essa Al Murbati when he was
hospitalised due to participating in a hunger strike.

"The US government told us that we would not be permitted to meet any client in the hospital during our entire visit.
In this way, the government could prevent us from seeing our clients at all, during a very critical period.

"This is a tremendous concern because we have no reliable way to communicate with our clients and learn about their
condition other than through visits."

Mail between the lawyers and their clients is being disrupted, said Mr Colangelo-Bryan,who is scheduled to visit the
camp next Thursday.

"Although in theory we are allowed to exchange letters with our clients, the mail system is unworkable," he said.

"Not only can it take months for letters to be delivered normally, but personnel at Guantanamo do not even follow
proper procedures in sending mail from our clients.

"The government informed us recently that letters from our clients had been sent to the wrong address by
Guantanamo personnel.
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"As a result, letters from our clients have been sitting in a government office in Washington DC for up to three months
- we don't even know when these letters were sent. 

"In light of these obstacles, we need and are very thankful for all help that the Bahraini government can provide."

The six Bahraini detainees at Guantanamo Bay are Juma Mohammed Al Dossary, Essa Al Murbati, Salah Abdul Rasool
Al Blooshi, Adel Kamel Hajee, Shaikh Salman bin Ebrahim Al Khalifa and Abdulla Majid Al Naimi. 

http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=9908 SOURCE: Gulf Daily News

Plea Over Guantanamo Protesters

Clive Stafford Smith demonstrates alleged force-feeding methods  

Human rights groups are calling on the UK Government to intervene in the hunger strike at Guantanamo Bay. 

At least six UK residents are among about 210 detainees at the US military base who are refusing food, says Amnesty
International and Reprieve. 

They claim some detainees have been restrained and force fed. 

They want ministers to seek a US pledge to allow independent observers access to the detainees, who are being held
without trial or being charged. 

The call came as US senators voted overwhelmingly to outlaw cruel or degrading treatment of detainees held in US
custody abroad. 

The US disputes the hunger strike numbers given by the human rights groups. It said 28 detainees are on hunger
strike, from a high of 131. 

Restrained 

"The camp is still closed to Amnesty International and the secrecy surrounding Guantanamo makes the hunger strike
a frightening phenomenon," said Amnesty's director Kate Allen. 

"We need to see the UK Government intervening to prevent deaths and injuries and to see that all detainees are
either properly tried or immediately released in accordance with international human rights law." 

The detainees include Brighton law student Omar Deghayes, 36. 

He was granted refugee status in the UK after fleeing Libya with his family in the 1980s when his father was
assassinated. 

Mr Deghayes has been held at Guantanamo Bay since being arrested while visiting Pakistan in 2002. 
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"Under the UN convention on refugees, the UK should be his surrogate state, protecting him as if he were one of their
own citizens," his sister Amani told the BBC News website. 

"It's quite outrageous how the government treat people they are suppose to be protecting." 

She said her family in the UK are feeling "really desperate" and fear for his life as the hunger strikes approach a third
month. 

Ms Deghayes is adamant her brother has no connection with terrorism. 

"It's been three-and-a-half years and nothing seems to have changed," she added. "We still haven't been told what
evidence there is against him." 

Conditions 'disturbing' 

The human rights groups have written to Tony Blair seeking assurances the government will assess the condition of
the British residents on hunger strike. 

Reprieve's legal director Clive Stafford Smith is representing 40 Guantanamo Bay detainees. 

"Conditions there at the best of times are disturbing," he said. 

"But to imagine my clients being held in four point restraints with a tube forced down their noses, after all that they
have been through, just makes me sick. 

"All these prisoners are asking for is that the US military abide by the Geneva Conventions." 

He said he had yet to receive a reply to a letter he wrote to UK Foreign Secretary Jack Straw four weeks ago on behalf
of the British detainees. 

"With each day that passes my clients' health is deteriorating," Mr Stafford Smith said. "We cannot wait any longer." 

Nine British nationals detained at Guantanamo Bay have been released without charge. 

Of the other British residents at the camp, most are believed to have refugee status in the UK. 

The Home Office said UK representation for people who have been granted refugee status "depends on the case in
question". 

As for those non British nationals, who were resident in the UK before their detention, the Foreign Office said the
government was "not in a position to provide consular or diplomatic assistance". 
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http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=9902     SOURCE: BBC News

Guantanamo Bay Hunger Strike New Call on UK Government To Act To Save Lives

Amnesty International and Reprieve have called on the UK government to urgently intervene to help prevent
unnecessary loss of life from the ongoing hunger strike at the US detention centre at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. 

There are at least six UK residents among an estimated 210 of the camp's 500 detainees currently on hunger strike in
protest at their continuing detention without charge or trial at the military prison. 

Amnesty International and Reprieve have today written to Tony Blair seeking assurances that the government will
make an immediate assessment of the number of British residents on hunger strike, ascertain the gravity of their
medical condition, and obtain from the US authorities a guarantee that an independent body is given access to all UK
residents on hunger strike.

Amnesty International UK Director Kate Allen said:

"Reports emerging from the camp concerning the treatment of hunger strikers are disturbing and just underline the
need for an immediate resolution of Guantanamo Bay.

"The camp is still closed to Amnesty International and the secrecy surrounding Guantanamo makes the hunger strike
a frightening phenomenon. We just don’t know what is happening, to whom and with what degree of consent?

"While those on hunger strike have made a personal decision it is notable that their demands - for a fair trial and legal
representation - are precisely those required under international law.

"We need to see the UK government intervening to prevent deaths and injuries and to see that all detainees -
including at least six UK residents on hunger strike - are either properly tried or immediately released in accordance
with international human rights law.

Reprieve's Legal Director, Clive Stafford Smith, who is acting on behalf of some 40 Guantanamo Bay detainees, said:

"I have been to Guantánamo Bay. Conditions there at the best of times are disturbing. But to imagine my clients
being held in four point restraints with a tube forced down their noses, after all that they have been through just
makes me sick. All these prisoners are asking for is that the US military abide by the Geneva Conventions. 

They are being forced to risk their lives to persuade a rogue nation to comply with international law. I wrote to Jack
Straw on September 12, on behalf of the British residents, asking to know what had been done but I have not heard
back; meanwhile with each day that passes my clients’ health is deteriorating. We cannot wait any longer." 

Earlier today disturbing accounts of force-feeding of hunger strikers at Guantanamo Bay were heard at a press
conference held by Amnesty International and Reprieve. These included accounts of force-feeding of prisoners who
had been forcibly restrained (photographs of a reconstruction of these alleged techniques are available).
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The conference also heard a direct plea to the UK government from Amani Deghayes, the sister of a UK resident Omar
Degayes, who is imprisoned at Guantanamo Bay. 

 http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=9900     SOURCE: Amnesty International
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October 8, 2005

Left to Rot – British Residents Abandoned in Guantanamo Bay

Mark Jennings*

“If there is one thing I have painfully learned in this place, it is that words like justice, fairness, respect, values and
principles really don’t seem to exist here. Everything here is about destroying the detainees, mentally,  physically and
psychologically through systematic oppression, humiliation and degradation”.

So writes Bisher al-Rawi, one of the ten long-term Muslim residents from the UK incarcerated in the Bush
administration’s Guantanamo gulag. The Blair government remains largely indifferent to their fate. Although all
are long-standing residents with refugee status in Britain, this government has, until recently, refused to make any
representations on their behalf. Jack Straw claims that the US, Britain’s closest ally, will not accept representations
from the British - so much for the “special relationship”. Although there were signs of a sea change in April this year,
when Foreign Office Minister Baroness Symons at last agreed to make representations to the US on “humanitarian”
grounds; over six months later, the men’s families still await any response from either government.

Apparently, the main obstacle to the men’s return is the Home Secretary. The government perversely argues that as
the men have been absent from the UK for over two years, they have effectively lost their right to re-enter Britain. 

They are absent through no choice of their own, held illegally by the US, acting outside all accepted norms
of international law in Bush’s Cuban oubliette. Letters from the men’s UK and US lawyers are simply ignored by
Charles Clarke. There is also a very real danger that the residents may be “rendered” by the US to the very states
from which they sought refuge. A situation that is both perverse and utterly obscene.

There is now increasingly urgency about the situation, a mass hunger strike by GTMO detainees is underway involving
up to 200 inmates, of whom 25-30 are now being forcibly fed through nasal tubes, whilst shackled to their beds. 
The US military describes this by the Orwellian euphemism “assisted feeding”. US defence lawyers are filing motions
in the Federal courts arguing that this is tantamount to torture. It is believed that all of the British residents are now
participating in the hunger strike and the Blair government clearly doesn’t give a damn.

Prominent amongst the UK hunger strikers is Brighton resident Omar Deghayes, whose family fled Libya in 1986,
following the assassination of his father by Gadaffi. As a result of torture using pepper spray by US
military interrogators in Guantanamo, Omar is now totally blind in one eye. After four years of torture,
incommunicado detention and total indifference from the government that gave him and his family safe refuge from
persecution, Omar now feels he is left with no choice other than to starve himself to death if necessary, to jog the
consciences of the British politicians who have so signally failed him, his family and his fellow detainees from this
country. 

It’s now time that Blair called vociferously on his US master for the men’s repatriation to join their families in the UK,
his gutless failure to do so, simply demonstrates his endorsement of the Bush administration’s “new paradigm”, that
has subordinated the rule of international law, all accepted norms of due process and humanitarian conduct to its
relentless war on terror. Unless Clarke acts soon he will earn himself the mantle of Blair’s designer-stubbled Lavrenti
Beria. The first death of a UK Muslim resident in US custody will earn him the enmity of Britain’s Muslim community;
and may well feed the very resentment that ultimately manifests itself in the obscenity of suicide bombings. Blair,
Straw and Clarke have little to be proud of.  

It’s time they made strenuous efforts to redeem themselves and we must call loudly upon them in parliament and
elsewhere to do so. If the Blair really wants to win the hearts and minds of UK Muslims, liberating the Guantanamo
Ten might be a good start.

*(Mark Jennings has been campaigning on behalf of British residents Jamil el-Banna and Bisher al-Rawi and others
from the UK held in Guantanamo, since 2002. 
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http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=9927

Envoy's Help Sought To Visit Bay Detainees 

By TARIQ KHONJI

AN appeal was sent by the Bahrain Human Rights Watch Society (BHRWS) to US Ambassador William Monroe
requesting a visit to check on the conditions of the six Bahraini detainees in Guantanamo Bay.

Society regional and International relations director Faisal Fulad said that the society was concerned about the well-
being of Essa Al Murbati, Juma Mohammed Al Dossary, Salah Abdul Rasool Al Balooshi, Adel Kamel Haji, Shaikh
Salman bin Ebrahim Al Khalifa and Abdulla Majid Al Nuaimi, who have been in detention for over three years.

"None of them have been granted access to a court to be able to challenge the lawfulness of his detention as required
by the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights to which the US is a party," he said.

"Furthermore, the detainees have been denied access to legal counsel and their families."

Mr Fulad said that the society is concerned about their mental health and about the hunger strike that they are
thought to be on now.

He also requested a meeting with Mr Monroe and that a delegation from the society be allowed to visit the detainees
in Guantanamo Bay. An embassy spokesman said that he could not comment on the letter last night. 

   http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=9920      SOURCE: Gulf Daily News

ICRC Concern Over Gitmo Hunger Strike

By Will Dunham

WASHINGTON (Reuters) - The International Committee of the Red Cross expressed concern on Friday about the two-
month-old hunger strike by Guantanamo Bay prisoners, some of whom are being force-fed, as the U.S. military said
26 were on strike but their lawyers insisted the figure exceeded 200.
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The strike that began on August 8 over conditions and lack of legal rights is the most widespread of a handful of such
protests since the prison camp at the U.S. naval base at Guantanamo in Cuba opened in January 2002, the New York-
based Center for Constitutional Rights (CCR) said.

U.S. Army Lt. Col. Jeremy Martin, a Guantanamo spokesman, said 26 detainees were taking part in a "voluntary fast,"
including 22 hospitalized for "involuntary feedings" involving food given through a nasal tube and fluids given
intravenously. Some rights activists have criticized this force feeding.

Martin said the number peaked at 131 last month and has since steadily declined. "The detainees are all clinically
stable, closely monitored by medical personnel to ensure that they don't harm themselves -- and will continue to
receive appropriate nutrition, fluids and excellent medical care," Martin added.

Amnesty International rejected Martin's account.

"Even the language that they're using is totally indicative of the fact they're trying to minimize this," said Amnesty
International official Jumana Musa.

"What is a 'voluntary fast'? This didn't start because of Ramadan (the current Islamic holy month in which Muslims
fast). That's a voluntary fast. This is a hunger strike, which is basically people pledging to starve themselves to
death."

The ICRC in Geneva underlined its concern.

"There is a hunger strike, the situation is serious, and we are following it with concern," said ICRC spokeswoman
Antonella Notari.

The hunger strike is the latest flash-point between the U.S. government and human rights groups over the camp,
which activists call a blight on the U.S. human rights record.

The Center for Constitutional Rights, along with affiliated lawyers, represents more than 200 of the approximately 505
detainees at Guantanamo.  

BROADER STRIKE SEEN 

CCR lawyer Barbara Olshansky said her group estimates about 210 prisoners are taking part in the hunger strike, and
accused the military of deliberately under-stating the strike's scope. 

Olshansky acknowledged her group had not been able to perform a systematic head count of participants at the
secretive prison, and said the estimate was based on data gathered by lawyers visiting detainees in recent weeks. 

"Information that claims up to 200 detainees are currently on a hunger strike, near death or are being treated
inhumanely is absolutely false," Martin said. 

Some 505 detainees have been held in the prison, many for more than three years, and just four have been charged.
Human rights groups have denounced these indefinite detentions and treatment they say amounts to torture. Most
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detainees were picked up in Afghanistan after the United States invaded in 2001 to oust the Taliban government and
dislodge al Qaeda bases. 

Detainees also held hunger strikes in spring 2002, fall 2002 and in June and July of this year. 

This one began after the military reneged on promises given to detainees to bring the prison into compliance with the
Geneva Conventions, CCR said. Detainees were willing to starve themselves to death to demand humane treatment
and a fair hearing on whether they must stay at the prison, it said. 

Olshansky said conditions had driven detainees to despair and described their thinking: "The only thing I have control
over is what I eat. And this is the only way that I can get the world to see how horrible an injustice that I think this
is." 

Martin offered a different view, saying, "This technique is consistent with al Qaeda training and reflects detainees'
attempts to elicit media attention." 

Notari said the ICRC's most recent visit to the base lasted 10 days in late September and its representatives visited
the infirmary and spoke with detainees and U.S. authorities. 

The ICRC backs a 1975 Tokyo declaration by the World Medical Association stating doctors should not take party in
force-feeding but keep prisoners informed of the sometimes irreversible consequences of their hunger strike, Notari
said. 

(Additional reporting by Stephanie Nebehay in Geneva and Jane Sutton in Miami) 

 http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=9919     SOURCE: Reuters
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October 9, 2005

Efforts For Release of Bahrainis in Guantanamo Bay Enhanced

From our correspondent 

MANAMA — A local rights body has appealed to the government for exerting more augmented efforts to ensure the
release of the six Bahraini detainees in Guantanamo Bay, Cuba.

It has also expressed its desire to meet this week with the United States Ambassador to Bahrain, William Monroe, to
discuss the ways of expediting efforts for their release. 

The Bahrain Human Rights Watch Society (BHRWS) said in a statement that the six Bahraini detainees — Salah Al
Balooshi, Abdulla Al Nuaimi, Adel Hajji, Isa Al Murbati, Shaikh Sulman bin Ibrahim Al Khalifa, and Juma Al Dossari —
all reportedly aged between 20 and 32, are held in the prison. 

“The six Bahrainis have till date neither been granted the prisoner-of-war status nor brought before a competent
tribunal to determine their status as required by the Third Geneva Convention,” the society’s regional and
international relations director Faisal Fulad said in the statement. 

“None of the Bahrainis has been granted access to a court to challenge their detention,” he said, pointing out that the
detainees had also been denied access to their families. 

The society expressed concern about the detainees’ health because of their incarceration and reports that the six had
taken part in a hunger strike. 

The society hopes to arrange for a visit to the bay.

“Our society is anxious about any acts of torture or cruel, inhumane and degrading treatment the detainees have
been or may be subjected to,” he said. 

Rights groups and members of parliament have called for the release of the Bahrainis following announcements two
months ago that the United States Department of Defence would transfer some prisoners to their countries. 

Earlier, a committee of journalists, politicians, and lawyers was set up by deputies to lobby for the release of the
detainees. 

The general feeling here is that if the six detainees have no case against them in the court of law, they should be
released as early as possible, hopefully during the holy month of Ramadan and by the ensuing Eidul Fitr. 

Meanwhile, Bahrain’s embassy in Washington was direct earlier last year to appoint a lawyer to defend the case of the
kingdom’s detainees held in the prison. 
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This was announced by the under-secretary at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Yusuf Al Mahmood, who also noted that
the kingdom’s embassy in Washington will also follow the work of the sub-committees formed to meet all detainees
and which will make recommendations on the fate of the Bahraini detainees. 

He underlined that the kingdom would continue its effort to resolve the situation of the six detainees and bring them
home. 

Deeper concerns were expressed and appeals were made to the government by the members of the Shura
(Consultative) Council and the Chamber of Deputies, following the release of the open letter by two former British
detainees, Shafiq Rasul and Asif Iqbal, who were released on March 8 last year, saying that they witnessed a number
of brutal assaults upon prisoners, including a Bahraini.

   http://www.cageprisoners.com/articles.php?id=9939   SOURCE: Khaleej Times
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